
Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church  
in Cedar Mill 

Sunday, September 5th, 2021
Worship 9:00 am

Prelude & Welcome 

Call to Worship from Psalm 125
One: Let there be peace for all your people! 

Those who trust in the Lord are like a mountain,
They will not be moved.

Many:  As the mountains surround the city, 
  So You, oh God, surround your people.  
One: Turn away evil and oppression,

Let goodness and faithfulness spread through the land. 
Many:  Give us upright hearts and passion for the common good.  
  Let there be peace for all your people! 

*Opening Hymn: “Maker in Whom We Live” — UMH #88
  
1. Maker, in whom we live, 
In whom we are and move, 
The glory, power, and praise receive 
For thy creating love. 
Let all the angel throng 
Give thanks to God on high, 
While earth repeats the joyful song 
And echoes to the sky. 

2. Incarnate Deity, let all the ransomed race 
Render in thanks their lives to thee 
For thy redeeming grace. 
The grace to sinners showed 
Ye heavenly choirs proclaim, 
And cry, "Salvation to our God, 
Salvation to the Lamb!" 

3. Spirit of Holiness, let all thy saints adore 
Thy sacred energy, and bless 
Thine heart-renewing power. 
No angel tongues can tell 
Thy love's ecstatic height, 
The glorious joy unspeakable, 
The beatific sight. 

4. Eternal, Triune God, let all the hosts above, 
Let all on earth below record 
And dwell upon thy love. 
When heaven and earth are fled 
Before thy glorious face, 
Sing all the saints thy love hath made 
Thine everlasting praise. 

Scripture Reading: Mark 7:31-37 (CEB)
After leaving the region of Tyre, Jesus went through Sidon toward the Galilee Sea 

through the region of the Ten Cities. Some people brought to him a man who was deaf and 
could hardly speak, and they begged him to place his hand on the man for healing. Jesus took 
him away from the crowd by himself and put his fingers in the man’s ears. Then he spit and 
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touched the man’s tongue. Looking into heaven, Jesus sighed deeply and said, “Ephphatha,” which 
means, “Open up.” At once, his ears opened, his twisted tongue was released, and he began to 
speak clearly.

Jesus gave the people strict orders not to tell anyone. But the more he tried to silence 
them, the more eagerly they shared the news. People were overcome with wonder, saying, “He 
does everything well! He even makes the deaf to hear and gives speech to those who can’t 
speak.”

The Word of God for you, the people of God
   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” — UMH #526

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer.

2. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He'll take and shield you; 
You will find a solace there. 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
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Message in Music

* Worship in Song:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” — UMH # 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Message:    “Not the Healing You’re Looking For” — Rev. Ric Shewell

A wrong-headed but prevailing thought assumes that ________________________ is a sign of 
wickedness. 

3 examples of the Bible denying this thought: Jacob, Paul, & Jesus(?)

“As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who was blind from birth. Jesus’ disciples asked, “Rabbi, who 
sinned so that he was born blind, this man or his parents?” Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents. 
This happened so that God’s mighty works might be displayed in him. (John 9:1-3)

True healing is the affirmation that you are a ________________ ____ ______ as you are. 

To the bleeding woman, “Daughter, your faith has healed you…”

To the paralyzed man and his friends, “Child, your sins are forgiven.”

To the man with leprosy, “Go, and show the priest…” 

Jesus doesn’t promise a pain-free existence. Jesus promises that you are loved and that you are not 
alone. 

“In the world you have distress. But be encouraged! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Next steps:
- Your pain is not an indicator that you are less worthy. You are a child of God.
- Lift up people on the margins. What practices are unwelcoming signs? 
- Serve: UMCOR Buckets and Habitat for Humanity
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Celebration of Holy Communion: 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(All are welcome to receive communion, all means all! Ushers will dismiss by rows. Please come 
forward down the center aisles, and return by the side aisles.)

 
“Because He Lives” — UMH#364

1. God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus
He came to love, heal and forgive
He lived and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior 
lives.

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living
Just because He lives.

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby
And feel the pride and the joy he gives
But greater still the calm assurance
This child can face uncertain days because 
He lives.

3. And then one day, I’ll cross that river
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain
And then, as death gives way to vict’ry
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He 
reigns. 

Benediction & Postlude

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
cedarmillchristumc.org
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