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Welcome and Greeting 

Opening Prayer 

Worship in Song: “I Lift My Eyes Up”

I lift my eyes up to the mountains
Where does my help come from
My help comes from You maker of heaven
Creator of the earth

Oh how I need You Lord
You are my only hope
You're my only prayer
So I will wait for You
To come and rescue me
Come and give me life

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:29-6:4 (CEB)
No one ever hates their own body, but feeds it and takes care of it just like Christ does 

for the church because we are parts of his body. This is why "a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united with his wife, and the two of them will be one body.” Marriage is a 
significant allegory, and I’m applying it to Christ and the church. In any case, as for you 
individually, each one of you should love your wives as yourself, and wives should respect their 
husbands.

As for children, obey your parents in the Lord, because it is right. The commandment 
“Honor your father and mother” is the first one with a promise attached: “so that things will 
go well for you, and you will live for a long time in the land.” As for parents, don’t provoke your 
children to anger, but raise them with discipline and instruction about the Lord.

The Word of God for you, the people of God
Thanks be to God. 
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Worship in Song: “Your Love Is Strong”

1. Strong enough to calm the storms
Of fear and unbelief
Fierce enough to break the cords
Of death that clung to me
I have come to know a love
Whose power has overcome every insecurity
Heaven moves and demons flee now
As I lift my voice to sing

Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong

2. Close enough to hold me near
When fear is crippling
Safe enough to be my home
When my world is crumbling
I have come to know a love
Stronger than the grave that in my darkest hour
Raised me up from death to life now
In resurrection power

Your love it vanquished all my enemies
It broke the cage that silenced me
And set this songbird free
I sing for all the love You've given me
Rejoice because You've chosen me
And called this orphan home 

Prayers of the People 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Message:    “The Parts of the Bible We Skip” — Rev. Ric Shewell

When I showed my parents my pierced ears: 

“There his master will pierce his ear with a pointed tool, and he will serve him as his slave for life..” - 
Exodus 21:6

"Holy” doesn’t mean dropped out of the sky. 
“Holy” means set apart for the mission of God’s ______________.

The Bible is a tour and study of cultures and peoples whom God’s love is working through. 

God’s word and love always communicates inside a ______________ and ______________. 

Culture: God’s word:
men over women men serve women
parents over children parents serve children
masters over slaves masters serve slaves

“Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: Though he was in the form of God, he did not consider 
being equal with God something to exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave.” - 
Philippains 2:5-7

What is God’s word and love saying to us in our time?

Next steps:
- It all begins with gratitude. 
- Commit to knowing the Scriptures well. 
- Serve: UMCOR Buckets and Habitat for Humanity
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The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering, or at your table.) 

Hymn: “Give Me Faith”

1. I need You to soften my heart
And break me apart
I need You to open my eyes
To see that You're shaping my life

All I am, I surrender

Give me faith to trust what You say
That You're good and Your love is great
I'm broken inside I give You my life

2. I need You to soften my heart
And break me apart
I need You to pierce through the dark
And cleanse every part of me

'Cause I may be weak
But Your Spirit's strong in me
My flesh may fail
My God You never will 

Coming up with Christ UMC  

Benediction Song: “My Friends May You Grow in Grace” 

My friends may you grow in grace,
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends may You grow in grace
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

To God be the glory, now and forever
Now and forever amen.
To God be the glory, now and forever,

Now and forever amen.
I pray tonight if we learned from one another,
May we glorify Him.
And if the Lord should bring us back together,
May we be in His arms till then.
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