
Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church  
in Cedar Mill 

Sunday, August 29th, 2021
Worship 9:00 am

Prelude & Welcome 

Call to Worship from Psalm 37
One: We will put our trust in the Lord and do good.

We shall be still before You and wait patiently,
refraining from anger. 

Many:  We shall wait upon You and keep to Your ways. 
  We shall mark the honest and observe the upright.  
One: Your laws are in our hearts,

May our footsteps be steady. 
Many:  Our deliverance comes only from You, 
  Our strength in the time of trouble.  
  We will put our trust in the Lord and do good.

*Opening Hymn: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” vv. 1, 2, & 4 — UMH #182
  
1. Word of God, come down on earth, 
Living rain from heaven descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth
Faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

2. Word eternal, throned on high, 
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heaven to die,

Crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring,
Speak to us, your love outpouring.

4. Word that speaks your Father’s love,
On with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.  

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:29-6:4 (CEB)
No one ever hates their own body, but feeds it and takes care of it just like Christ does 

for the church because we are parts of his body. This is why "a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united with his wife, and the two of them will be one body.” Marriage is a signifi-
cant allegory, and I’m applying it to Christ and the church. In any case, as for you individually, 
each one of you should love your wives as yourself, and wives should respect their husbands.

As for children, obey your parents in the Lord, because it is right. The commandment 
“Honor your father and mother” is the first one with a promise attached: “so that things will 
go well for you, and you will live for a long time in the land.” As for parents, don’t provoke your 
children to anger, but raise them with discipline and instruction about the Lord.
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The Word of God for you, the people of God
   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: “The Gift of Love” — UMH #408

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain,
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

2. Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,

But not be given by love within,
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
By this we worship, and are freed. 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

Message in Music

* Worship in Song:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” — UMH # 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Message:    “The Parts of the Bible We Skip” — Rev. Ric Shewell

When I showed my parents my pierced ears: 

“There his master will pierce his ear with a pointed tool, and he will serve him as his slave for life..” - 
Exodus 21:6

"Holy” doesn’t mean dropped out of the sky. 
“Holy” means set apart for the mission of God’s ______________.

The Bible is a tour and study of cultures and peoples whom God’s love is working through. 

God’s word and love always communicates inside a ______________ and ______________. 

Culture: God’s word:
men over women men serve women
parents over children parents serve children
masters over slaves masters serve slaves

“Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: Though he was in the form of God, he did not consider be-
ing equal with God something to exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave.” - Philip-
pains 2:5-7

What is God’s word and love saying to us in our time?

Next steps:
- It all begins with gratitude. 
- Commit to knowing the Scriptures well. 
- Serve: UMCOR Buckets and Habitat for Humanity
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Celebration of Holy Communion: 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(All are welcome to receive communion, all means all! Ushers will dismiss by rows. Please come 
forward down the center aisles, and return by the side aisles.)

 
“Here I Am, Lord” — UMH#593

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save
I, who made the stars of night
I will make their darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go, Lord, if you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain
I have borne my people's pain
I have wept for love of them
They turn away
I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone
I will speak my words to them 
Whom shall I send?

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide
'Til their hearts be satisfied
I will give my life to them
Whom shall I send? 

Benediction & Postlude

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
cedarmillchristumc.org
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