
Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church  
in Cedar Mill 

Sunday, March 13th, 2022
Worship 9:00 am

Prelude & Welcome 

Call to Worship: from Psalm 27 
One: The LORD is our light and salvation! Whom shall we fear?

Though armies encamp against us,
And war rises up around us,

Many:  Our hearts will not be afraid,  
  We will put our trust in the LORD.  
One: You, O God, have spoken these words into our hearts:

“Seek my face.”
Many:  You have been our helper our strength, 
  And we long to see your goodness.  
  The LORD is our light and salvation! Whom shall we fear? 

*Opening Hymn: “Lift Every Voice and Sing” vv. 1 & 3 — UMH #519

1. Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea
Sing a song full of the faith 
That the dark past has taught us
Sing a song full of the 
Hope that the present has brought us
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won

2. Stone the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers 
sighed?
We have come over a way
That with tears has been watered;

We have come, ready our path
Through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is 
cast.

3. God of our weary years
God of our silent tears
Thou who has brought us 
Thus far on the way
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light
Keep us forever in the path, we pray
Lest our feet stray from 
The places, our God, where we met Thee
Lest, our hearts drunk 
With the wine of the world, we forget Thee
Shadowed beneath Thy hand
May we forever stand
True to our God, true to our native land. 
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Scripture Reading: Luke 13:22, 31-35 (CEB)
Jesus traveled through cities and villages, teaching and making his way to 

Jerusalem…
At that time, some Pharisees approached Jesus and said, “Go! Get away 

from here, because Herod wants to kill you.”
Jesus said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Look, I’m throwing out demons 

and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete 
my work. However, it’s necessary for me to travel today, tomorrow, and the 
next day because it’s impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 
Jerusalem.’

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who 
were sent to you! How often I have wanted to gather your people just as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her wings. But you didn’t want that. Look, your 
house is abandoned. I tell you, you won’t see me until the time comes when 
you say, Blessings on the one who comes in the Lord’s name.”

The Word of God for you, the people of God 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: “Nearer, My God, to Thee” vv. 1, 3-5 — UMH #528

1. Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me, 
still all my song shall be, 
nearer, my God, to thee; 
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

3. There let the way appear, 
steps unto heaven; 
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given; 
angels to beckon me 
nearer, my God, to thee; 
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

4. Then, with my waking thoughts 
bright with thy praise, 
out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise; 
so by my woes to be 
nearer, my God, to thee; 
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

5. Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky, 
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly, 
still all my song shall be, 
nearer, my God, to thee; 
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
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Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
Message in Music

* Worship in Song:   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” — UMH # 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: 
Praise God, above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

Amen. 

Message:    “Saying No to Intimidation” — Pastor Ric Shewell

Everyone has a “telos” — a mission or _____________________ that draws us into the future. 

Jesus’s telos in Luke’s Gospel is Jerusalem, literally and symbolically. 

Intimidation attempts to masquerade as _______________________.

Jesus resists intimidation by 

1. Focusing on the work for today. 
“I’m busy throwing out demons and healing people today and 
tomorrow.”

2.    Acknowledging that the work has and end-date. 
“On the third day, my work will be finished.”

3.    Remembering, rehearsing, the motivation of ______________. 
“How I’ve longed to gather you like a mother hen!”

Following Jesus is joining God in making a new reality.

Continue the conversation:
- Do you have a personal “telos” or mission? How is God leading you?
- What work is God calling you, today? Literally today. 
- How do we remind the church of our mission and motivation?
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Celebration of Holy Communion: 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…
… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…
Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(All are welcome to receive communion, all means all! Ushers will dismiss by rows. Please come for-
ward down the center aisles, and return by the side aisles.)

“How Firm a Foundation” vv. 1-4 — UMH #529 

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2. "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to 
stand 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3. "When through deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4. "When through fiery trials thy pathways shall 
lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

Benediction

“How Firm a Foundation” v. 5— UMH #529 

“The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”
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