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Welcome and Greeting 

Opening Prayer 

Hymn: “Forever”

Give thanks to the Lord
Our God and King
Your love endures forever
For You are good, You are above all things
Your love endures forever
Sing praise, sing praise

With a mighty hand
And outstretched arm
Your love endures forever
For the life that's been reborn
Your love endures forever
Sing praise, sing praise
Sing praise, sing praise

Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong
Forever God is with us
Forever

From the rising to the setting sun
Your love endures forever
By the grace of God
We will carry on
Your love endures forever

Scripture Reading: John 18:33-40 (CEB)

Pilate went back into the palace. He summoned Jesus and asked, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others spoken to you about me?”
Pilate responded, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your nation and its chief priests handed you over 

to me. What have you done?”
Jesus replied, “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world. If it did, my guards would 

fight so that I wouldn’t have been arrested by the Jewish leaders. My kingdom isn’t from here.”
“So you are a king?” Pilate said.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and came into the world for this 

reason: to testify to the truth. Whoever accepts the truth listens to my voice.”
“What is truth?” Pilate asked.
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After Pilate said this, he returned to the Jewish leaders and said, “I find no grounds for 
any charge against him. You have a custom that I release one prisoner for you at Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?”

They shouted, “Not this man! Give us Barabbas!” (Barabbas was an outlaw.)

The Word of God for you, the people of God
   Thanks be to God. 

Worship in Song: “Oceans”

1. You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

2. Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Savior 

Prayers of the People 
Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

Worship in Song:  “Oceans”

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine
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Message:    “An Alternate King” — Rev. Ric Shewell

God’s going to transform the world through an Alternative Community, the 

question becomes: Who’s going to __________________. 

Messiah — Hebrew for “anointed”
Christ — Greek for “smeared with oil” 

The Anointed One in Israel is the king. 

“When some in the crowd heard these words, they said, ‘This man is truly the prophet.’ Others said, 
‘He’s the Christ.’” - John 7:40-41

Kingship entails a kingdom — a society, an order, a community. 

What kind of king gives the people the choice to accept them or not? 

God’s kingdom, God’s Alternative Community, does not _________________ or impose. It 
must be accepted. 

All are welcome to accept, it only requires fresh eyes, humility, and listening. 

Next steps:
- Choose Jesus, the Truth incarnate. 
- Commitment to a Christ is a commitment to their Community. 
- as corny as it is to say, keep Christ in Christmas
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The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending 
hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for our 
sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…
Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have prepared 
for this gathering, or at your table.) 

Worship in Song: “Your Love is Strong”

1. Strong enough to calm the storms
Of fear and unbelief
Fierce enough to break the cords
Of death that clung to me
I have come to know a love
Whose power has overcome every insecurity
Heaven moves and demons flee now
As I lift my voice to sing

Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong
Oh Your love is strong

2. Close enough to hold me near
When fear is crippling
Safe enough to be my home
When my world is crumbling
I have come to know a love
Stronger than the grave that in my darkest hour
Raised me up from death to life now
In resurrection power

Your love it vanquished all my enemies
It broke the cage that silenced me
And set this songbird free
I sing for all the love You've given me
Rejoice because You've chosen me
And called this orphan home 

Benediction Song: “My Friends May You Grow in Grace” 

My friends may you grow in grace,
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends may You grow in grace
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

To God be the glory, now and forever
Now and forever amen.

To God be the glory, now and forever,
Now and forever amen.

I pray today if we learned from one another,
May we glorify God.
And if the Lord should bring us back together,
May we be in Her arms till then.
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