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Welcome and Greeting 

Opening Prayer 

Worship in Song: “Walk on, O People of God”

Walk on, O people of God; 
walk on, O people of God!
A new law, God's new alliance, 
all creation is reborn.
Walk on, O people of God; 
walk on, O people of God!

1. Look on Calvary's summit; on the rock 
there towers a cross,
death that gives birth to new living, a new 
people, a new light.
Christ has brought us salvation with his 
death and rising again.
Ev'rything comes to new birthing, all creation 
is reborn.

Camina, pueblo de Dios, 
Camina, pueblo de Dios. 
Nueva ley, nueva alianza, 
en la nueva creacion.
Camina, pueblo de Dios, 
Camina, pueblo de Dios. 

1. Mira alla en el Calvario
En la roca hay una cruz; 
muerte que engendra la vida, 
Nuevos hombres, nueva luz. 
Cristo nos ha salvado
Con su muerte y resurreccion. 
Todas las cosas renacen en la nueva 
creacion. 

2. Christ takes into his body all our sin, 
enslavement, and pain;
as he destroys them he brings us life's 
abundance, life's new joy.
Christ brings reconciliation to all things and 
people with God.
Nature bursts into new flow'ring, all creation 
is reborn.

Scripture Reading: Exodus 2:1-10 (CEB)
Now a man from Levi’s household married a Levite woman. The woman became 

pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so she hid 
him for three months. When she couldn’t hide him any longer, she took a reed basket and 
sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set the basket among the reeds at 
the riverbank. The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would happen to him.
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Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked along 
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent one of her servants to bring 
it to her. When she opened it, she saw the child. The boy was crying, and she felt sorry for him. 
She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children.”

Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to go and find one 
of the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”

Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I’ll pay you for your 
work.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. After the child had grown up, she brought 
him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” 
she said, “I pulled him out of the water.”

The Word of God for you, the people of God
   Thanks be to God. 

Worship in Song: “A Mother Lined a Basket”

1. A mother lined a basket to keep her baby dry, 
Then rocked him on a river, 
lest he awake and cry.
She let a princess name him 
her song that he might live. 
God’s people had a leader. 
She had such hope to give. 

2. A mother sewed a jacket 
lined in the softest wool, 
Then dressed her little boy-child, 
her cup of blessing full.
She brought him to the temple 
where he would serve and live. 
God’s people had a prophet. 
She had such faith to give. 

3. A mother laid her baby 
in a manger lined with straw, 
Then, in the shepherd’s story, 
his call from God foresaw. 
She nurtured him and taught him 
the way that he must live. 
God’s people had a savior. 
She had such love to give. 

4. Like Jochebed and Hannah, and Mary, too, 
We know the hardest part of loving 
is learning to let go. 
So when we send our children 
out in the world to live, 
Grant us such hope and faith, 
God, and love enough to give. 

Prayers of the People 
Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  
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Message:    “The First Ones to Challenge Pharaoh” — Rev. Ric Shewell

“____________________________” leads the human society that is antithetical to God’s dream for creation. 

Features of Empire Consciousness Features of God’s Alternative Community
- a subordinate deity - a free God (Burning Bush)
- politics of violence and oppression - politics of justice and liberation (Sabbath)
- manufactured opulence and scarcity - economics of equality and abundance (Manna)

“Now the two midwives (Shiphrah and Puah) respected God, so the didn’t obey the Egyptian king’s 
orders. Instead, they let the baby boys live.” - Exodus 1:17

Their creative ____________________________ is rooted in God’s love of creation and life. 

The story continues to follow the people who “have no power:”

Pharaoh’s Daughter 
- She “comes down”
- She “sees”
- She “hears the cries” of a Hebrew child
- She delivers him from the waters
- She provides. 

The midwives, Moses’s mother, his sister, Pharaoh’s daughter, all partner with God for the salvation of 
the people. 

God works through people who have no obvious power, establishing unlikely leaders and opening up miraculous 
futures. 

Next steps:
- Where do we see empire consciousness creep into our domains?
- Creative solution must be rooted in God’s love for creation.
- Give thanks for women leaders and bear witness to what God is doing through women. 
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The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending 
hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for our 
sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…
Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have prepared for this gathering, or at your table.) 

Worship in Song: “Called Me Higher”

1. I could just sit I could just sit
And wait for all Your goodness
Hope to feel Your presence
And I could just stay I could just stay
Right where I am and hope to feel You
Hope to feel something again

2. I could hold on I could hold on
To who I am and never let You
Change me from the inside
I could be safe oh I could be safe
Here in Your arms and never leave home
Never let these walls down

But You have called me higher
You have called me deeper

And I'll go where You will lead me Lord
Where You lead me

I will be Yours oh
I will be Yours for all my life
I will be Yours oh
I will be Yours for all my life

I will be Yours oh
I will be Yours for all my life
So let Your mercy

Oh I will be Yours Lord
And I will be Yours for all my life
So let Your mercy
Light the path before me

Benediction Song: “My Friends May You Grow in Grace” 

My friends may you grow in grace,
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends may You grow in grace
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

To God be the glory, now and forever
Now and forever amen.

To God be the glory, now and forever,
Now and forever amen.

I pray today if we learned from one another,
May we glorify God.
And if the Lord should bring us back together,
May we be in Her arms till then.
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