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Welcome and Greeting 

Opening Prayer 

Hymn: “Stand in Your Love”

1. When darkness tries to roll over my bones
When sorrow comes to steal the joy I own
When brokenness and pain is all I know
I won't be shaken, no, I won't be shaken

My fear doesn't stand a chance
When I stand in Your love
My fear doesn't stand a chance
When I stand in Your love
My fear doesn't stand a chance
When I stand in Your love

2. Shame no longer has a place to hide
And I am not a captive to the lies
I'm not afraid to leave my past behind
Oh, I won't be shaken, no, I won't be shaken

There's power that can break off every chain
There's power that can empty out a grave
There's resurrection power that can save
There's power in Your name, power in Your name

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22  (CEB)
So remember that once you were Gentiles by physical descent, who were called 

“uncircumcised” by Jews who are physically circumcised. At that time you were without Christ. 
You were aliens rather than citizens of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of God’s promise. 
In this world you had no hope and no God. But now, thanks to Christ Jesus, you who once 
were so far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and Gentiles into one group. With his body, he 
broke down the barrier of hatred that divided us. He canceled the detailed rules of the Law so 
that he could create one new person out of the two groups, making peace. He reconciled them 
both as one body to God by the cross, which ended the hostility to God.

When he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who were far away from 
God and to those who were near. We both have access to the Father through Christ by the 
one Spirit. So now you are no longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you are fellow citizens with 
God’s people, and you belong to God’s household. As God’s household, you are built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. The 
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whole building is joined together in him, and it grows up into a temple that is dedicated to the 
Lord. Christ is building you into a place where God lives through the Spirit.

The Word of God for you, the people of God
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: !Your House”

1. Build us a house oh God
It's rooms are filled with praise
Build us a family Father
Sons and daughters of light
Build us a house oh God
It's walls will echo Your peace
Build us a family Father
Children to run and play

We sing as people got set free
You dream the very best You dream
And then we know we know

A home is what we make with You
You love Your children yes You do
We are Your house Your home

2. Build us a house oh God
Keep it sunny by day
Build us a family Father
Our sons will love Your name
Build us a house oh God
Keep us safe at night
Build us a family Father
Our daughters Your Word will keep

Prayers of the People 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sung response:  

We sing as people got set free
You dream the very best You dream
And then we know we know

A home is what we make with You
You love Your children yes You do
We are Your house Your home 
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Message:                     “Christ is our Wrecking Ball” 
Pastor Ric Shewell

The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering.) 

Hymn: !Sanctuary” — TFWS #2164

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living
Sanctuary for you

Lord, prepare us to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, we’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for you 
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Coming up with Christ UMC  

Blessing 

Hymn: !Take to the World”

Go in peace to love and to serve 
Let your ears ring long 
with what you've heard
And may the bread on your tongue
Leave a trail of crumbs
To lead the hungry back 
to the place that you are from

And take to the world this love, hope and faith
Take to the world this rare, relentless grace
And like the three in one
Know you must become what you want to save
'Cause that's still the way
He takes to the world

Give online at cedarmillchristumc.org/give 
Or mail in your checks to 12755 NW Dogwood St., Portland, OR 97229

Grow • Pray • Study Guide
7/19/21 - 7/24/21, Christ UMC

(you can join Pastor Ric live every morning at 8 am on our website or our Facebook page)

MON 7/19/21: Ephesians 3:1-13, God’s secret plan  
It gets a little exciting when Ephesians starts talking about secret 
or mysterious plans of God. Of course, it gives the secret away 
immediately: God intends to invite all people into his blessings. 
Through Christ, God invites gentiles (others) to be coheirs with 
Jews. God invites all people to be part of the family, the people of 
God. Christianity, therefore, is necessarily missional. We must 
reach out to others, inviting them and welcoming them into a 
reconciled life with God. How do we do this? Who is God calling 
you to reach? 

TUE 7/20/21: Luke 10:1-20, Disciples do as Jesus does 
Jesus sends out his disciples to do the things that Jesus has been 
doing. This is not limited to the 12 disciples. We are all called to 
do the things that Jesus did, and we are able to do it! Jesus did 
everything through the power of the Holy Spirit, and that same 
power is available to us. Jesus calls us to give and work for the 
Kingdom, how is God calling you to act?

WED 7/21/21: Psalm 14, The fool says there is no God 
When we read this psalm, we are tempted to think that these 
judgments are against other people. The godless, the atheist, 
those people. However, we are challenged by Paul to realize that 
this psalm is actually about us, all of us (Romans 2:9-20). When do 
we act like there is no God? When we do go astray? The good 
news for those who realize that they need grace, is that there is 
grace in Christ. 

THU 7/22/21: 1 Samuel 18:1-30, A destructive king 
David is a huge success, but now we see Saul fall apart. He 
attempts to kill David more than once. Then, hoping David will 
die in war, Saul attempts to keep David close by giving his 
daughters to him in marriage. Saul’s actions are sporadic and 
make little sense. He’s a profile of jealousy and feeble attempts to 
maintain power and control against the movements of God. What 
destructive thoughts/actions do you see Saul taking that we are in 
danger of taking? 

FRI 7/23/21: Philippians 3:1-16, Sewer trash compared to Christ 
The Philippians are being pulled in a couple different directions. 
One of those directions is toward circumcision and a more 
Jewish observation of Christ. However, it is not about living up to 
rituals or temple laws! Paul had all of that, but know he considers 
it sewer trash compared to simply knowing Christ, joining Christ 
in suffering, and joining Christ in joy. What in this Scripture is God 
highlighting for you today? Listen for God.

SAT 7/24/21: Ephesians 3:14-21, Rooted in Christ’s Love 
Ephesians tells us that we are building a house together with 
God. We are that house. We live in that house. It’s a living house. 
Then we change metaphors to a tree. We’re a tree house. With 
roots in love. Join us in worship Sunday as we continue our 
sermon series “Come Together.” Join us online at 10:30 am. You 
matter to God. 

 of 4 4

http://cedarmillchristumc.org/give

