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Welcome and Greeting 

Opening Prayer 

Hymn: “Your Love Awakens Me”

There were walls between us
By the cross you came and broke them down
You broke them down
And there were chains around us
By Your grace we are no longer bound
No longer bound

You called me out of the grave
You called me into the light
You called my name 
And then my heart came alive

Your love is greater
Your love is stronger
Your love awakens, awakens, awakens me

Feel the darkness shaking
All the dead are coming back to life
Back to life
Hear the song awaken 
All creation singing we're alive
'Cause You're alive

And what a love we found
Death can't hold us down
We shout it out 
we're alive, 'cause you're alive

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14  (CEB)
Bless the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing that comes from heaven. God chose us in Christ to be holy and 
blameless in God’s presence before the creation of the world. God destined us to be his 
adopted children through Jesus Christ because of his love. This was according to his goodwill 
and plan and to honor his glorious grace that he has given to us freely through the Son whom 
he loves. We have been ransomed through his Son’s blood, and we have forgiveness for our 
failures based on his overflowing grace, which he poured over us with wisdom and 
understanding. God revealed his hidden design to us, which is according to his goodwill and the 
plan that he intended to accomplish through his Son. This is what God planned for the climax of 
all times: to bring all things together in Christ, the things in heaven along with the things on 
earth. We have also received an inheritance in Christ. We were destined by the plan of God, 
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who accomplishes everything according to his design. We are called to be an honor to God’s 
glory because we were the first to hope in Christ. You too heard the word of truth in Christ, 
which is the good news of your salvation. You were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit 
because you believed in Christ. The Holy Spirit is the down payment on our inheritance, which 
is applied toward our redemption as God’s own people, resulting in the honor of God’s glory.

The Word of God for you, the people of God
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: !Great are You, Lord”

You give life, You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope, You restore
Every heart that is broken
Great are You, Lord

It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only

And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing
Great are You, Lord

Prayers of the People 

Response to each praise:  
One: We give thanks. 
Many:  Thank you, God.  

Response to each concern:  
One: Lord, have mercy. 
Many:  Christ, have mercy.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sung response:  

It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only
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Message:                     “Christ is our Common Ground” 
Pastor Ric Shewell

The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering.) 

Hymn: !Father, I Adore You” — TFWS #2038

Father, I adore you
Lay my life before you
How I love you

Jesus, I adore you…

Spirit, I adore you… 
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This Week with Christ UMC  

Benediction 

Hymn: !Take to the World”

Go in peace to love and to serve 
Let your ears ring long 
with what you've heard
And may the bread on your tongue
Leave a trail of crumbs
To lead the hungry back 
to the place that you are from

And take to the world this love, hope and faith
Take to the world this rare, relentless grace
And like the three in one
Know you must become what you want to save
'Cause that's still the way
He takes to the world

Give online at cedarmillchristumc.org/give 
Or mail in your checks to 12755 NW Dogwood St., Portland, OR 97229

Grow • Pray • Study Guide
7/12/21 - 7/17/21, Christ UMC

(you can join Pastor Ric live every morning at 8 am on our website or our Facebook page)

MON 7/12/21: Ephesians 1:15-23, Everything is under Christ 
Christ Jesus, the Crucified One, has been given authority over all 
things. This is what it means to call Jesus “Lord.” Paul want us to 
remember that the power of Christ is the same power that calls 
us to love and serve in this world. Christ, through his death and 
resurrection is Lord over all things, and we are his body! What 
does that mean? What part do we share in the power and 
authority of Christ? 

TUE 7/13/21: Luke 9:51-62, No looking back . . . 
Jesus meets another couple would-be disciples. One wants to 
bury his father before following Jesus. The other wants to say 
goodbye to family. Not unreasonable requests! Why does Jesus 
treat them so harshly? Is there something wrong with their 
motives? Or is Jesus trying to teach us the seriousness of 
following him?

WED 7/14/21: Psalm 89:19-52, Calling God a liar? 
Here the psalmist recalls the promises that God has made to 
King David, especially about David’s success and the secure future 
of David’s dynasty. Then, the psalmist calls God a liar, and does 
not hold back! The brutal honesty is astounding, and even more, 
ancient Israel decided this song was worth putting into its 
Scripture and hymnody. Why would we need a psalm like this? 
Perhaps there is grace for anyone who has ever felt this way. 

THU 7/15/21: 1 Samuel 17:32-58, David and Goliath  
David’s career starts with a bang. In this familiar story, the boy 
shepherd, David, leans on his skills and God’s power to bring 
down the threat to Israel. Obviously, this was an unconventional 
military move, but God worked in this way to demonstrate 
something about what we think is conventional and how God can 
act. Where do you need a little bit of courage today? How can 
you step out and rely on God today? 

FRI 7/16/21: Philippians 2:12-30, Shining like stars 
The constant temptation for the Philippians is assimilation into 
Roman culture. Paul calls them to stand out, shine like stars, by 
their imitation to Christ. I’m not the first the make the parallels 
between Roman culture and American culture. In what ways are 
Christians tempted to assimilate to American culture? In what 
ways should Christians be distinct from American culture?

SAT 7/17/21: Ephesians 2:11-22, Christ breaks down barriers 
Ephesians comes at a time when the majority in the early church 
shifted from Jewish Christians to Non-Jewish Christians. Suddenly, 
those once on the outside have the numbers to set the nature of 
the community. You can imagine the conflicts that would arise. 
However, we are called to look to Christ as our common identity, 
not our old distinctions. Join in worship as we keep diving into 
Ephesians for “Come Together” sermon series. You matter to 
God.  
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