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Welcome and Greeting 

Call to Worship: from Psalm 91 & 92 
One: It is good to give thanks to You, to sing praises to Your Name!

It is good to tell of Your love in the morning,
and Your faithfulness at the close of the day!

Many:  You will cover us with Your wings; 
  Your faithfulness will be our shield. 
One: You will give Your angels charge over us,

and keep us in all our ways.
Many:  Because we are bound to You in love, You will deliver us; 
  we will call upon You and You will answer! 
  It is good to give thanks to You, to sing praises to Your Name! 

Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” — UMH #89

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day!

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
well-spring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 
love divine is reigning o'er us, 
binding all within its span.  
Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife; 
joyful music leads us sunward,
in the triumph song of life.   
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Scripture Reading: Acts 11:1-18  (CEB)
The apostles and the brothers and sisters throughout Judea heard that even the Gentiles 

had welcomed God’s word. When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him. They accused him, “You went into the home of the uncircumcised and ate with 
them!”

Step-by-step, Peter explained what had happened. “I was in the city of Joppa praying 
when I had a visionary experience. In my vision, I saw something like a large linen sheet being 
lowered from heaven by its four corners. It came all the way down to me. As I stared at it, 
wondering what it was, I saw four-legged animals—including wild beasts—as well as reptiles and 
wild birds. I heard a voice say, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill and eat!’ I responded, ‘Absolutely not, Lord! 
Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ The voice from heaven spoke a second 
time, ‘Never consider unclean what God has made pure.’ This happened three times, then 
everything was pulled back into heaven. At that moment three men who had been sent to me 
from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were staying. The Spirit told me to go with them 
even though they were Gentiles. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered that 
man’s house. He reported to us how he had seen an angel standing in his house and saying, 
‘Send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is known as Peter. He will tell you how you and your 
entire household can be saved.’ When I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as the 
Spirit fell on us in the beginning. I remembered the Lord’s words: ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If God gave them the same gift he gave us who 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, then who am I? Could I stand in God’s way?”

Once the apostles and other believers heard this, they calmed down. They praised God 
and concluded, “So then God has enabled Gentiles to change their hearts and lives so that they 
might have new life.”

The Word of God for you, the people of God
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: “Break Our Hearts”

1. It’s time for us to live the songs we sing
And turn our good intentions into action
To bring the kind of worship you desire
And move beyond our self-absorbed 
distractions

The mountains are shaking
Could this be a great awakening

Break our hearts
With the things that break Yours

Wake us up to see through Your eyes
Break our hearts
With the things that break yours
And send us out to shine in the darkness

2. It’s time to move outside 
our comfort zone
To see beyond our churches and our homes
To change the way we think 
and how we spend
Until we look like Jesus again 
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Message:                        “Love Builds the Church” 
J. J. Warren

Prayers of the People 

Hymn: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying — TFWS #2193

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering.) 
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Hymn: “This Little Light of Mine” 

1. This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm goin'a let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2. Hide it under a bushel, no …

3. Everywhere I go …

4. This little light of mine …

Reconciling Testimony  

This Week with Christ UMC  

Benediction

Give online at cedarmillchristumc.org/give 
Or mail in your checks to 12755 NW Dogwood St., Portland, OR 97229

Grow • Pray • Study Guide
6/21/21 - 6/26/21, Christ UMC

(Pastor Ric is on vacation this week! Live morning devotions will resume 6/28/21.)

MON 6/21/21: Isaiah 43:14-21, Water in the desert 
Today in our reading, God is emphatic about how God does new 
things. The God who once made dry ground in the sea (an 
allusion to the Red Sea), can and will make water in the dry 
ground. God is so free, that God could do the exact opposite of 
what God has done in the past. For us, the challenge is to 
perceive it. What new things are God doing around you? 

TUE 6/22/21: Luke 8:40-56, She’s only sleeping  
Luke borrows this story, almost word for word, from Mark. As 
you read it, what are some new details that jump out at you? 
After Jesus has been told that the girl has died, he tells them that 
she will be healed. From Jesus’ perspective, death is not final. 
Death is not death. It’s more like sleep, or it’s more like a sickness 
to be healed. How should we take Jesus’ words here? Is he just 
playing a language game to comfort us? Or is he shaping the way 
we should think about death?

WED 6/23/21: Psalm 130, Who keeps a record of wrongs  
When Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13 that love “keeps no record 
of wrongs,” I assume he as this psalm in mind. God does not keep 
a record of wrong. Praise God! Make this psalm your prayer 
today. Read it several times today. Ask God to reveal something 
new today. 

THU 6/24/21: 1 Samuel 9:1-21, Look for a donkey, become a 
king  
God agrees to give Israel a king. Saul, a good looking man from a 
small tribe, goes out looking for his donkeys and becomes king! 
What in this story stands out to you? Saul wasn’t seeking to be 
king that day. Why do you think God chooses someone from an 
insignificant tribe and family? What does this story reveal about 
God to you? 

FRI 6/25/21: Ephesian 1:1-14, Everything has been 
accomplished in Christ 
Paul starts this letter by reminding us that all things have been 
brought together in Christ. Christ sets right the creation. The 
completion of all things, the making right of all things, the 
Kingdom of God, is the inheritance that we will receive. This is 
the future we look forward to, and the future that God calls us to 
create with God. The Holy Spirit is the down payment of this 
future. How do you experience this future, even now?

SAT 6/26/21: Romans 13:8-10, Love Never Ends 
Join us on Sunday as we take a look at the future of the church 
and the United Methodist Church. We’ll be joined by Bishop 
Karen Oliveto, the first openly lesbian bishop of the UMC. Don’t 
miss out! Join us online live at 10:30 am! 
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