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Welcome and Greeting 

Call to Worship from Psalm 98
One: Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the earth.

You have remembered Your mercy and faithfulness,
and have shown them to all! 

Many:  Shout to the Lord with joy, all you lands!  
  Lift up your voice, rejoice and sing!  
One: Let the seas, and all that is in them

make a joyful noise! 
Many:  Let the rivers clap their hands,  
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord!  
  Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the earth. 

Hymn: “All Creatures of Our God and King” vv. 1, 3, 5, & 7 — UMH#62

1. All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
O praise ye!  Alleluia!
O brother sun with golden beam,
O sister moon with silver gleam!
O praise ye!  O praise ye!
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

3. O sister water, flowing clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia!  Alleluia!
O brother fire who lights the night,
providing warmth, enhancing sight,
O praise ye!  O praise ye!
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

5. All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others, take your part,
O praise ye!  Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise ye!  O praise ye!
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

7. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise ye!  Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise ye!  O praise ye!
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:16-22
I saw something else under the sun: in the place of justice, there was wickedness; 

and in the place of what was right, there was wickedness again! I thought to myself, God will 
judge both righteous and wicked people, because there’s a time for every matter and every 
deed. I also thought, Where human beings are concerned, God tests them to show them that 
they are but animals because human beings and animals share the same fate. One dies just like 
the other—both have the same life-breath. Humans are no better off than animals because 
everything is pointless.

All go to the same place:
    all are from the dust;
    all return to the dust.

Who knows if a human being’s life-breath rises upward while an animal’s life-breath descends 
into the earth? So I perceived that there was nothing better for human beings but to enjoy 
what they do because that’s what they’re allotted in life. Who, really, is able to see what will 
happen in the future?

The Word of God for the people of God
 Thanks be to God, Alleliua! 

Hymn: “Oceans”

1. You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

2. Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Saviour

Message:                “I come from a long line of doubters” 
Pastor Ric Shewell

Prayers of the People 
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Hymn: !Be Thou My Vision” — UMH#451

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2. Be thou my Wisdom, 
and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven's joys, 
O bright heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.  

The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering.) 
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Hymn: “I Believe”

I believe in the sun
I believe in the sun
Even when even when it's not shining

I believe in love
I believe in love
Even when even when I don't feel it

I believe in God
I believe in God
Even when even when God is silent

This Week with Christ UMC  

Benediction 

Give online at cedarmillchristumc.org/give 
Or mail in your checks to 12755 NW Dogwood St., Portland, OR 97229

Grow • Pray • Study Guide
5/10/21 - 5/15/21, Christ UMC

(you can join Pastor Ric live every morning at 8 am on our website or our Facebook page)

MON 5/10/21: Psalm 88, My Only Friend is Darkness 
Once again, why is this psalm in the Bible?? Here, we see that 
doubt and anger directed at God is a part of the tradition. It is 
not strange to feel these feeling. And while these feelings are not 
at all pleasant, may there be some comfort in knowing that you 
are not alone in these feelings, and that there is a place in our 
community and history for pain, anger, and doubt.  

TUE 5/11/21: Luke 5:33-39, The old and the new 
We’re always making wine . . . figuratively speaking. God is always 
making new life, and we participate in that work with God. That 
new life is going to look different. Now, Jesus doesn’t say, “New is 
better.” In fact, he says the opposite in verse 39, but that doesn’t 
mean we stop making new wine–new life. How are we making 
new life in our church? What are the new wineskins that we will 
need? How can we affirm the new things God is doing without 
dismissing the better and “well-aged” wine?

WED 5/12/21: Psalm 47, Gathered with the people of God 
This psalm is sung on an occasion of victory or celebration. God 
has gone up! God is in God’s proper place! And when God is in 
God’s proper place, notice who else is gathered? Everyone. There 
is a universality to God’s reign. All belong in it. God’s realm 
extending to all people is nothing new to the Hebrew Scriptures.  

THU 5/13/21: Ruth 2:1-13, Boaz from Bethlehem 
Empty handed, Naomi and Ruth arrive at Bethlehem. Naomi has 
some extended family in the area, and their hopes rest in the 
kindness of these relatives. Ruth volunteers to work in the fields 
in hopes of meeting people who might help. Ruth’s commitment 
to Naomi has been noticed by the community and Boaz, the 
owner of this field. Not only are Ruth and Naomi’s outlook 
brighter, but there also seems to be a hope for romance. What a 
different story from the stories of Judges! 

FRI 5/14/21: Galatians 3:6-18, Abraham and the Law  
Paul continues his discussion about who is in and who is out. He 
appeals to Abraham, who knew nothing about the Law of Moses. 
Instead, he followed God by faith, and received the promise to be 
a blessing to the Gentiles (or nations–same word). Jesus Christ 
inherited this promise and mission of Abraham, and is now a 
blessing to the Gentiles, i.e. everyone. All are welcome. As we 
sort through Paul’s logic here, what is at the heart of his 
argument? What does it mean for the church?

SAT 5/15/21: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 “I Need Structure (to adapt)” 
Okay, so we can doubt. Great! But where should we begin in 
building our belief structure? It can’t be nothing, right? This 
Sunday will look at the need for structure in our beliefs, and also 
the need for that structure to be flexible as we grow. Join us in 
worship, online at 10:30 am. You matter to God.
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