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Welcome and Greeting 

Call to Worship from Psalm 47
One: Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!

Clap your hands, all you people!
     Shout joyfully to God with a joyous shout!

Many:  The love of God reaches the ends of the earth, 
  God’s grace covers the lands.  
One: Leaders of all peoples join their praises

with the people of Abraham’s God!
Many:  We all belong to God! 
  Our guide and guardian forever! 
  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!  

Hymn: !Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  vv. 1, 2, 4, & 5 — UMH #139

1. Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of creation.  
O my soul, praise him, 
for he is thy health and salvation!  
All ye who hear, 
now to his temple draw near; 
join me in glad adoration!

2. Praise to the Lord, 
who o’er all things so wondrously reigning
bears thee on eagle’s wings,
e’er in his keeping maintaining.
God’s care enfolds 
all, whose true good he upholds.
Hast thou not known his sustaining?

4. Praise to the Lord, 
Who doth nourish thy life and restore thee;
Fitting thee well 
for the tasks that are ever before thee. 
Then to thy need 
God as a mother doth speed, 
spreading the wings of grace o’er thee.

5. Praise to the Lord!  
O let all that is in me adore him!  
All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praises before him!  
Let the amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 
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Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I speak in tongues of human beings and of angels but I don’t have love, I’m a clanging 

gong or a clashing cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries and 
everything else, and if I have such complete faith that I can move mountains but I don’t have 
love, I’m nothing. If I give away everything that I have and hand over my own body to feel good 
about what I’ve done but I don’t have love, I receive no benefit whatsoever.

Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it 
doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t 
happy with injustice, but it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts in all 
things, hopes for all things, endures all things.

Love never fails. As for prophecies, they will be brought to an end. As for tongues, they 
will stop. As for knowledge, it will be brought to an end. We know in part and we prophesy in 
part; but when the perfect comes, what is partial will be brought to an end. When I was a child, I 
used to speak like a child, reason like a child, think like a child. But now that I have become a 
man, I’ve put an end to childish things. Now we see a reflection in a mirror; then we will see 
face-to-face. Now I know partially, but then I will know completely in the same way that I have 
been completely known. Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three things—and the 
greatest of these is love.

The Word of God for the people of God
 Thanks be to God, Alleliua! 

Hymn: “One Thing Remains”

1. Higher than the mountains that I face
Stronger than the power of the grave
Constant in the trial and the change
One thing remains, one thing remains

Your love never fails
It never gives up
Never runs out on me

2. On and on and on and on it goes
It overwhelms and satisfies my soul
And I never ever have to be afraid
One thing remains, one thing remains

In death in life I'm confident and
Cover'd by the power of Your great love
My debt is paid there's nothing that
Can separate my heart from Your great love 

Message:                 “I need structure (to be adaptable)” 
Pastor Ric Shewell
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Prayers of the People 

Hymn: “Build My Life”

Worthy of every song we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring
Worthy of every breath we could ever 
breathe
We live for You

Jesus, the Name above every other name
Jesus, the only One who could ever save
Worthy of every breath we could ever 
breathe
We live for You

Holy, there is no one like You
There is none beside You
Open up my eyes in wonder
And show me who You are
And fill me with Your heart
And lead me in Your love to those around me

I will build my life upon Your love
It is a firm foundation
I will put my trust in You alone
And I will not be shaken 

The Great Thanksgiving & Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise Your name and join 
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is the One  
who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night when Christ handed himself over for 
our sakes…

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…

Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

(You may receive the bread and cup you have 
prepared for this gathering.) 
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Hymn: “The Gift of Love” — UMH #408

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain,
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

2. Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,

But not be given by love within,
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
By this we worship, and are freed. 

This Week with Christ UMC  

Benediction 

Give online at cedarmillchristumc.org/give 
Or mail in your checks to 12755 NW Dogwood St., Portland, OR 97229

Grow • Pray • Study Guide
5/17/21 - 5/22/21, Christ UMC

(you can join Pastor Ric live every morning at 8 am on our website or our Facebook page)

MON 5/17/21: 1 John 4:1-21, The sum of the whole gospel 
John Wesley called 1 John 4:19 the “sum of the whole Gospel.” 
We love because God first loved us. For us, Christian faith is 
always a growth in love. As we grow closer to God through 
worship, prayer, and sacraments, we are empowered by God’s 
love to love others through service, work, and relationships. How 
do we know that we are growing in faith? For Methodists, it is 
always a matter of growing in love for God and for neighbor. 

TUE 5/18/21: Luke 6:1-16, A new David and a new people  
Who does Jesus think he is? In this passage, Jesus places himself 
on par with King David, Israel’s Golden Age hero. After this, he 
appoints Twelve disciples. In the New Testament, the names of the 
disciples vary, but the number stays the same. “Twelve” is the 
important detail as it alludes to a restored Twelve Tribes of Israel 
(ten of which were completely obliterated). What is Luke 
implying about Jesus? Why is this important?

WED 5/19/21: Psalm 104:1-23, The gift of creation  
Let’s give thanks today for God’s good creation. Let’s give thanks 
for the peace and joy we experience when we get a chance to 
leave the cities. Let’s give thanks for jobs God has given us, 
whether it’s caring for the land, for creatures, or for humans. Let’s 
give thanks for the fruit of our labors. Give thanks to God today! 

THU 5/20/21: Ruth 4:1-12, God accepts our baggage 
Ruth and Naomi are tied to the property of their late husbands. 
Their next in kin have the first rights to “redeem” the women 
and the property. However, the “redeemer” will also take on any 
debt of the late husbands, the care for the women, and any new 
children born will be heirs of the late husband. A “redeemer” (go-
el in Hebrew) took a great risk to his estate by redeeming 
widows, let alone two! When Boaz falls in love with Ruth, he 
accepts all of her history and her baggage. This becomes, for 
Israel, a model of God’s love and redemption for us. What 
baggage do you carry? 

FRI 5/21/21: Galatians 3:25-4:7, Adopted children 
Adoption is a powerful metaphor for salvation. As Paul speaks to 
people who have only ever heard that they are not God’s choice 
people, Paul can proclaim that through Christ we have been 
brought into God’s family. We are children of God. What does 
this mean for your life? What rights and responsibilities do 
children of God have?

SAT 5/22/21: Acts 2:1-18, “I think you’re drunk” 
Tomorrow is Pentecost, 50 days after passover, and the day 
Christians celebrate the pouring out of theHoly Spirit and the 
birth of the church movement! You’d think when the Spirit comes, 
everything about God would be clarified, but the events of that 
day leave us with even more questions! What is exactly 
happening? Join us in worship as we explore more about this day 
and what it means for us today! See you in worship.

 of 4 4

http://cedarmillchristumc.org/give

