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Denomination Statement 
 

    “Building flourishing churches that make disciples” is the mission of our denomination, the Covenant Order of Evangel-
ical Presbyterians (ECO). Our calling, along with dozens of other congregations, is to be and make disciples of Jesus 
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the glory of God the Father. It is learning to trust God’s grace and share it with 
others, so that together we might not simply survive in our world, but thrive.   

 
 

The First Presbyterian Church, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania Purpose Statement 

 
 

    “Bringing hope to life in Jesus’ Name” conveys this flourishing. The sapling growing at the foot of the cross portrays the 
growth of hope in the light of God’s presence as by faith we seek to fulfill God’s purpose for our congregation: 

 
“To glorify Almighty God as we bring people to Jesus Christ, welcome them into our Christian family, nurture one 
another to Christ-like maturity and equip members for ministry and mission in our world.” 

 
     Through worship… fellowship… discipleship… ministry… evangelism, Jesus brings hope where there is none, and ex-
tends it to all of life through a group of people. The different trees at the foot of the cross depict the way people grow in 
faith and hope through fulfilling those purposes — gradually but visibly; each different, yet all together in serving Christ. 

 
 

Rev. William A. Sukolsky 
Pastor 
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AGENDA for FPC Annual Congregational Meeting 
February 4, 2018 

 

1. Opening Prayer - Rev. William A. Sukolsky 

2. All Covenant Partners May Vote  

3. Minutes of the 2017 Congregational Meetings 

• February 5----------------------------------------------------------------------------------3 & 4  

• May 28---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5 & 6 

• December 17 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------7 

4. Recognition of Retiring Officers 

5. Verbal Reports of the Staff 

6. Report of the Clerk of Session 

Total Membership of Covenant  Partners as of December 31, 2017 is 263. 

Clerk of Session Rick Walker -----------------------------------------------------------------8 

8. Election of an Elder for the Class of 2020 – David Baily 

9. Election of 2018 Church Nominating Team 

Four Covenant Partners to serve along with 2 elders and 1 deacon 

10. Old Business 

11. New Business 

12. Adjournment with Prayer – William A. Sukolsky 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

February 5, 2017 

 

The annual meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Waynesburg was conducted in the sanctuary 

immediately following the worship service on Sunday, February 5, 2017. A quorum of members (44) was in attendance. 

Moderator Rev. William A. Sukolsky opened the meeting with prayer at 11:59 A.M. 

 

A motion made by Tim Fox and seconded by Renee Wentzel was approved to accept, without change, the minutes of the 

of the February 14, 2016, annual congregational meeting and the congregational meeting held on November 27, 2016. 

 

Special recognition and a word of thanks were given to retiring elders Ben R. McCracken, Tim Fox, Kathie Bortz and 

William Wentzel; and retiring deacons. David Calvario, Charles Huffman, Kathie Kalsey, and Lois Riggs. 

 

Ben R. McCracken, our Treasurer, then presented the general church budget for 2017 in the amount of $324,644.00.  This 

budget was approved by session at its regular meeting held on January 3, 2017. 

 

On behalf of the investment team, Ben R. McCracken then gave a report on our restricted funds and endowments.  Team 

members Tim Fox, Robert Stephenson, and Jeff McCracken were given a word of thanks for handling these funds wisely 

during the past year. 

 

A motion was made by Beth Zeth and seconded by Katy Shultz to approve the following reports (given verbally): 

 

1. Clerk of Session- William C. Wentzel: As of the end of the year (2016), there are 257 covenant partners on our church 

roll book. 

 

2. Purpose Teams 

 a. Discipleship and G.R.O.W.- Miriam Wentzel 

 b. Fellowship- Katy Shultz 

 c. Property-Jeff McCracken 

 d. Worship- Beth Calvario 

 e. Ministry- Board of Deacons- David Calvario 

 

3. Faith Promise Giving 

The goal (budget) for 2017 is $34,000 
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New Business 

 Concerns the matter of the revision of a portion of our bylaws: 

 

1. The session elders recommended to the congregation the following change to our bylaws: 

  

 Under item #10 (Concerning Deacons), the wording be changed from :“ The Board of Deacons  shall consist of 

12  members elected from the covenant partners of the congregation to : “ The  Board of Deacons shall consist of 12 

members appointed by session from the covenant partners  of the congregation. 

This change will bring us up to date with the polity (form of government) of the E.C.O. Denomination. 

 

2. A motion was then made by Bill Wentzel, seconded by Dave Calvario, and approved to make this change to our church 

bylaws. 

 

Another motion was made approved to elect the following covenant partners of the congregation to serve on the Church 

Nominating Team for 2017. (motion Beth Calvario, second Craig Cerra): Rene Wentzel, Kevin Maxwell, Dave Calvario, 

and Tim Fox. They will serve along with two elders and one deacon. Rev. Sukolsky is an ex-offico member. 

 

There being no further business to come before the congregation, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Rev. 

Sukolsky at 12:24 P.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

William C. Wentzel 

Clerk of Session 
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Special Congregational Meeting 

 

May 28, 2017 

 

A special meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Waynesburg was held in the 

sanctuary immediately following the worship service on Sunday, May 28, 2017.  A quorum of member (36) was 

in attendance.  Moderator Rev. William A. Sukolsky opened the meeting with prayer at 11:40 A.M. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to vote on session’s recommendation that our current bylaws be amended.   

 

Rev. Sukolsky gave the congregation some background information concerning this matter. 

 

Our church has been contacted by Patty Terech, of the Operations Department of E.C.O., asking for verification 

of our tax-exempt status, to be included in their blanket exemption.  We sent her a copy of our Articles of 

Incorporation. However, she suggested that it would be helpful to include a statement in our bylaws that also 

declares this clearly. 

 

She provided us with E.C.O.’s recommended wording, which has been reviewed by their attorneys, and is in use 

by numerous other congregations. 

 

Consequently, session’s motion is that the following three paragraphs recommended by the E.C.O 

Denomination be inserted into our bylaws after “The Preamble” and before “Definition of Terms”: 

 

 

a.       Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational and scientific purposes, 

including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations 

under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

  

b.      No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its 

members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and 

empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 

furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof.  No substantial part of the activities of the 

organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the 

organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any 

political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 

document, the organization shall not carry on any other purposes not permitted to be carried on (a) by an 

organization exempt from the federal income tax under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are 

deductible under section 170(c) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal 

tax code. 

 

c.       Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes 

within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future 

federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for public 

purpose.  Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in 

which the principal office of the organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated 

exclusively for such purposes. 
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This motion was seconded by Dick Bortz. A discussion then ensued, and questions were post by several 

congregational members which could not be answered by those present at the meeting. 

 

Consequently, the motion was approved pending a review of the language by an attorney who is familiar with 

PA Tax Law. 

 

There being no further business to come before the congregation, the meeting was adjourned 9motion by Kathie 

Bortz; second by Beth Calvario) with pray by Rev. William A. Sukolsky at 11:47 A.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

William C. Wentzel 

Clerk of Session 
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Congregational Meeting 

December 17, 2017 

 

A meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Waynesburg was held in the sanctuary 

immediately following the worship service on Sunday, December 17, 2017. A quorum of covenant partners (43) 

was in attendance. Moderator Rev. William Sukolsky opened the meeting with prayer at 11:48 A.M.  

 

The purpose of the meeting was to receive the church nominating team’s report and to act on their nominations 

of covenant partners to serve as church officers. 

 

Beth Calvario, a member of the nominating team, then presented Jeffrey McCracken and Buck 

Sondericker to be elders on the Class of 2020 and Timothy Fox to serve an unexpired term on the Class 

of 2018. 

 

No motion or second was necessary since their recommendation (motion) came from the church 

nominating team. Consequently, it was then unanimously approved by the congregation. 

 

The session, at its December meeting, appointed Lois Riggs and Mindy Tedrow to be deacons on the Class of 

2020.  Our bylaws state that session will do this. 

 

Thanks goes out to retiring elders Matthew Blair, Kathie Bortz, Jeffrey McCracken and Beth Calvario who are 

going off session after December 31st; and to retiring deacons Sara Christner, David Pollock, Karen Eisiminger, 

and Daniel Gottron.  Also, to Bill Wentzel who is stepping down as clerk of session at the end of this year after 

almost 40 years of continuous service in this position. 

 

A special thank you to nominating team members elders Beth Calvario and Fredrick Zeth; deacon Kathie 

Kalsey; covenant partners Renee Wentzel, Timothy Fox, David Calvario, and Kevin Maxwell, for the time and 

hard work they put into the effort to find people willing to serve. 

 

Rev. Sukolsky then added a final comment. The nominating team is still searching to find one more elder to 

serve on the Class of 2020. We are in need of women, in particular, and would appreciate everyone’s prayers in 

this regard. 

 

With no more business to be discussed, a motion was made by Craig Cerra, seconded by Mike Juliano, and 

approved to adjourn the meeting with prayer by Rev. Sukolsky at 11:54 A.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

William C. Wentzel 

Clerk of Session 
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CLERK OF SESSION 
 

Annual Report – 2017 
 

Total Covenant Partners – December 31, 2016 257 
 
ADDITIONS  
 By Certificate 0 
 By Reaffirmation of Faith 0 
 By Profession of Faith 9 
  Total Additions  9 
 
    
LOSSES 
 By Death 5 
 By Transfer 0 
 By Request 0 
 Total Losses  5 
 
Total Covenant Partners – December 31, 2017  261  
 

 
In Memoriam 

 
  June Conklin Hammers January 28 

  Louise “Dotty” DeWeese July 23 

  Donald Teagarden August 15 

  Peggy Murdock November 24 

  James Burns December 26 

 
 

Baptisms 
 

Jessica Cari Baily 

Hayden Jo Heethuis 

 

New Members 

 Brad Heethuis Bernie Vensel 

  Laura Heethuis Joshuah Daines 

 Jaime Taylor Jessie Kiner 

 David McIe Carolyn Sondericker 

 Corrin McIe 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Walker 

Clerk of Session 


