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In Hebrews 13:3, we read, “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow
prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” That
verse has taken root in my soul since I accepted an invitation last fall to participate in
a weekly bible study at SCI Greene, the state penitentiary near Waynesburg.
We use Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life as our curriculum, and it has been
life-changing for me to see how Jesus transforms the hearts of the men who attend.
They are learning that God has purpose for their lives right now in their incarceration,
and not only later when (or if) they are released. I serve alongside of Shirley Baily
(from our congregation); Rex Gardner (Rolling Meadows Church of God); and Teresa
Roberts and Connie Hart (First Methodist). Connie recently wrote a brief description
of what God is doing for her church newsletter, and has given me permission to share
it with you:
Recently the chapter in 40 Days of Purpose talked about the Salvation message and how to
come to faith in Christ. The message is actually quite simple; Believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God and died to take on our sin and Receive His GIFT of salvation that He freely
offers to everyone who believes and makes Him Lord of their life (John 1:12, I John 1:9)
So many people feel like they have to do something to ‘earn’ this or that they have to ‘clean
up’ their lives before coming to Christ. This chapter talked about how you could NEVER be
good enough to ‘earn’ salvation and that’s why it’s referred to as a ‘Gift’. It is freely offered
by God to all who will Believe in Him and Receive His gift of Salvation.
During the round table discussion, one of the leaders at the end of the session prayed
before the men left to return to their cells. She asked if anyone wanted to share a few words
in prayer. A couple of the men offered praise and thanks to God and then just before closing
the prayer a gentleman who had been on death row for 32 years (his sentence began at the
age of 18) spoke up and simply said ‘I Believe and I Receive’. The table leader ended the
time of prayer with a heartfelt ‘Amen’ and we know that there was MUCH rejoicing in
heaven over this soul who came to faith in Christ! You should be in the car on the ride home
from our prison sessions…..there is MUCH joy and praise in there as well.
We serve an awesome God and He is doing mighty things at SCI Greene. Thank you for
continuing to hold up this ministry in prayer.

I share this with you to echo Connie’s sentiments. This is both a matter for praise
(God’s goodness and mercy are on display in changed lives) and prayer (God has
chosen to work through the prayers of his people). We need your prayer as we speak
to those men to ‘bring hope to life in Jesus’ name’.
***********

On a different note, you will recall that in January, we announced that session had
granted me a sabbatical for this coming June, July, and August. (A pastoral sabbatical
is “a planned time of focus to strategically disengage from regular and normal
tasks so that ministry and mission may be viewed from a new perspective.”1) I
wanted to update you that a sabbatical team has been meeting regularly with me to
plan and prepare for my absence over those three months. I have greatly appreciated
the wisdom and insight that Beth Calvario, Jeff McCracken, Katy Shultz, and Bill
Wentzel have shared with me. On March 6, the team will present details of our plans
with session, and then will convey those plans to the congregation in the weeks
following. Please feel free to contact me or any of them with questions or concerns
about the sabbatical. I greatly appreciate your prayers as that time draws near!
Blessings, Bill

Discipleship & Fellowship

by Becky Juliano

Prayer Stations
Stop in on Wednesday nights from 6 pm until 7:15 pm to
pray on your own, using the interactive prayer stations set
up in the sanctuary.
The prayer stations are tables or places set up around the
sanctuary with brief instructions and suggested actions to
help you pray about a variety of things (i.e. peace, joy,
confess sins, praise, meditate on Jesus).

During the season of Lent we prepare and long for the
celebration of the resurrection of Christ on Easter.

Part of that preparation happens during Holy Week, the
You can also simply use the sanctuary as a quiet place to
week leading up to Easter. First Pres is offering several
pray. Pastor Bill or another person will be present to pray opportunities (in addition to your own personal
for you or with you as well from 6:30 pm until 7:15 pm on
preparation) to guide you through Holy Week.
Wednesdays.
 Prayer Stations will be set up throughout the
If Wednesday evenings don’t work well for you, the
sanctuary, which will be open from 9 AM to 2:30 PM
prayer stations and sanctuary are available for prayer
Monday through Thursday during Holy Week. Please
Monday through Thursday from 9 am until 2:30 pm
come and spend time praying and reflecting to prepare
during the month of March.
your heart for Easter.
 A Good Friday service will be held on March 30th
Please consider spending some extra time in prayer
at noon (location TBD). The Good Friday service,
during this Lenten season as a way of preparing to
sponsored by the Waynesburg Ministerium, will recount
celebrate Easter
and challenge us to reflect on Christ’s crucifixion.
 Easter at First Pres will begin at 9 AM with a
breakfast in the Social Room downstairs. The children
Jubilee Update
can go upstairs anytime after 9:15 AM for their GROW
opportunities upstairs. (Please note that there will not be
Thank you for supporting the
Waynesburg University students who a community sunrise service at 7 AM on Easter morning.)
 The Easter Worship Service will begin at 10:30 AM
attended the Jubilee Conference in
on April 1st.
February.
We had over 30 students joining with
the other 3000 college students at the
Conference. It was a life-transforming
weekend for many.
Each student was able to purchase a small book because
of the generosity of First Pres mission team. These books
are critical because they allows the students to continue to
learn beyond the conference.
Here’s how Jubilee impacted some of the students:
 “This weekend taught me… that it’s okay to fall
and be angry, but God is always going to be there to
restore us.”
 “I need to… trust in His plan and goodness even in
my pain, darkness, and broken relationships. He is
always with me.”
“I am thankful for the transformation of hatred to
adoration.”

You can live a deeper, more spiritual life right where you
are. The heart of Christianity is transformation—a
relationship with God that impacts not just our “spiritual
lives,” but every aspect of living. John Ortberg calls
readers back to the dynamic heartbeat of Christianity—
God’s power to bring change and growth—and reveals
both the how and why of transformation.
Join us in the Assembly Room for this 6-week video
series on Sunday mornings at 9 AM. Contact Becky
Juliano (beckyannjuliano@gmail.com, 518-788-8768)
for more information.

Stewardship

by Ben McCracken

Turning missed opportunities into blessings………
Each of us give, in different ways and in different
amounts. We give not according to our ability but
according to our understanding of the needs. When a
person discovers gratitude as a motive for giving, then
heart and mind work together to develop good
stewardship habits. Just as we learn how to pray by
praying, so we learn how to give by giving.


What if we were taught and believe that stewardship
is what a person does every single day of life?



What if we could be taught what grateful people do
with their money causes deep and profound joy.



What if, honestly and forthrightly, we discovered the
biblical truth: We brought nothing into the world, so
we can take nothing out of it (1 Timothy 5:7).



What if we could see the truth: we cannot take
anything material out of this world, but we do take a
record of how we have lived our life and what we
have done with what God has permitted us to have
and use as long as we live? (Stewardship 6/06).

Financial update…
In 2018 our church budgeted nearly $333,000 to meet the
yearly operating expenses. This is an increase of over
$32,000 from the year 2017. Nearly 75% of the money is
allocated for the staffing we have been blessed with.
Session developed the spending plan focusing on a
balanced budget. This is significant in that it means
whatever you faithfully give to God’s work will be a key
factor in having the funds to complete our church’s
mission. It is a healthy financial discipline requiring each
person to take ownership, to do his or her part, to meet the
daily needs of our church. Your prayers and support truly
make a difference in meeting the financial needs of our
church.

“We brought
nothing into
the world,
so we can take

Staff
Property
Christian Education
Evangelism & Fellowship
Worship & Sacraments
Deacons
Office
total expense

nothing out

Giving
Investments
Other

of it .”

total income

(1 Timothy 5:7)

transfer to Reserve

2016
Actual

2017
Actual

2018
Budget

$221,867
42,917
14,857
2,913
1,474

$232,771
45,478
14,672
1,569
2,353

9,853

8,034

$245,441
47,000
18,900
4,600
2,500
2,000
12,500

$293,881

$304,877

$332,941

254,206
58,561
946

277,886
58,034
1,311

272,200
59,875
1,210

$313,713

$337,231

$333,285

$19,832

$32,354

$344

Daylight Savings Time…
Sunday, March 11….
Spring Forward...
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead Saturday night.

Music & Children’s Ministry
WHERE DO YOU FIT IN AT VBS?
Take this quiz and find out!

by Tomē Custer
Mostly A? BIBLE ADVENTURES AND DRAMA!
Introduce kids to Jesus and other Biblical who's whos.
Requires less than an hour prep each day with one story
repeated in 4 rotations. This is where kids will learn how
much they are loved and just how special they are to
God.
Mostly B? IMAGINATION STATION! Forget paper
crafts and Popsicle sticks! Now kids get to learn about
God by experimenting with crazy science-y gizmos.
Requires less than an hour prep for each day, and the
same experiment and gizmo will be taught in 4 rotations
per day. Here is where the kids get to be hands-on and
have some fun!

JUNE 25-29, 2018
1.

What is/was your favorite class in school?
A. Music D. Recess
B. Science E. Art
C. History F. English

2. What is your favorite Olympic sport?
A. Figure Skating D. Snowboarding
B. Speed Skating E. Ski Jump
C. Skiing
F. Watching at home
from my living room
3. Which color do you like the best?
A. Red
D. Pink
B. Yellow E. Purple
C. Orange F. White
4. Which activity appeals to you the most?
A. Going to see a movie
B. Looking at the stars through a telescope
C. Reading a good book
D. Playing a team sport
E. Painting a picture or making a craft
F. Watching the rain with a warm cup of tea
5. Which kind of movie do you like the best?
A. Drama
B. Science-fiction
C. True-life inspired
D. Animated
E. Fantasy-life inspired
F. I prefer HGTV

Mostly C? KID VID CINEMA! Kids get to watch
videos of other kids, just like them, who have discovered
and encountered God. It's also where they get their
buddy dog tags, and just might be the station they get
most excited about. Requires about a half hour of prep
for each day, and your video and presentation will be
repeated in 4 rotations.
Mostly D? CREW LEADER! These are the helpers
who develop the deepest relationships with our kids. You
get to adventure right alongside your crew. Crew leaders
are responsible for up to 5 kids, get to play the games
and eat the snacks, and – best of all – get to know our
kids and be an amazing example of God's love for us.
Free hugs are definitely always included!
Mostly E? DECORATING! Our resident decorating
genius, Becky Juliano, can't create our VBS Shipwrecked
island alone. If you're artistic, a handy-man, or even just
really strong, please see Becky about helping us prepare
for the event of the summer. Painters, builders, any kind
of helpers are welcome!!
Mostly F? REGISTRATION AND ATTENDANCE!
Not all of the VBS work is done where people can see.
Each day, we need help with registration, T-shirt fittings,
offering counting, and attendance counting. If you want
to be a part of VBS but not up front leading songs, this
could be perfect for you! You might not get the attention,
but you will get a lot of thanks... and save a lot of
headaches.

If you're interested in any of these
stations or helping in another way,
please see Tome!

March 2018

Sun
Every Sunday
9:00 am Discipleship Hour
For all ages
9:00 am Praise Team
10:00 am Youth Choir
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Youth Handbell

4. 9:00 am
Discipleship Hour
“The Life
You’ve Always Wanted”

Communion
11:45am Mission Team
6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
11 9:00 am
Discipleship Hour
“The Life
You’ve Always Wanted”
11:45 pm Deacon’s
Meeting
6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
18 9:00 am
Discipleship Hour
“The Life
You’ve Always Wanted”
11:45 Soup Lunch
6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
25 9:00 am
Discipleship Hour
“The Life
You’ve Always Wanted”

5

Mon

10:00 am Fellowship Meeting

12

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study
19

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

26

6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads

2

PALM SUNDAY

1. 9:00 am Breakfast

EASTERHe is Risen
Communion
APRIL

Tue

6
9:30 am Life Group
6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session
7:00-8:30 pm Webinar
“Raising Sexually Faithful
Kids”
13
9:30 am Life Group

20
9:30 am Life Group

Thu

14

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:15 pm Prayer

7

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

15

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

8

Wed
1

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:15 pm Prayer

22

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

21

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

3:15– 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:15 pm Prayer

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:15 pm Prayer

5

29

4

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

28

3 9:30 am Life Group

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:15 pm Prayer

27
9:30 am Life Group

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session

16

9

2

24

17

10

3

Fri

23

31

7

30

GOOD FRIDAY

5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner
6

Sat

Crossroads Youth Ministry

“Don’t copy the behavior
and
customs of this world,

but let God transform you

into a new person
by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn
to know God’s will for you,
which is good and pleasing and perfect. “

Romans 12: 2 NLT
This verse encapsulates perfectly what we’ve been
learning at Crossroads about having “Next Level Faith.”
The life of Jesus prioritized concepts that the world
devalues. “Next Level Faith” begins with repentance
is solely focused on Jesus at all times. It is defined by
obedience and is rooted in prayer.

by Juan Gallo

Looking Ahead:
Sunday March 4, 4:45-9:30 pm.
Flight Trampoline Park, Bridgeville PA
Cost $10, bring $ for Dinner
Sunday, April 22, 5:30-7:30pm
Night of a Million Stars
A fundraiser celebration for Crossroads Ministry
3 course meal and entertainment in the Social Room
Suggested donation
$40 for table of 8 or $7 per seat
Sunday, June 24 – Friday June 28
Middle School Mission Trip
Mission Ex Pine Springs Camp, Jennerstown PA
Thursday, July 5-Thursday July 12
Dominican Republic Mission Trip

“Next Level Faith” is bold. How different would our life
look if we, too, valued the things that Jesus values?
Juan S. Gallo
Director of Youth Ministry

All-Church Soup
Lunch
Sunday March 18th,
immediately following
Worship!
All donations benefit
Youth Leader Team at "Escape the Room"
Crossroads Youth
Top row: Jonathan Baily, Zac Yonko, Jon Knab, Juan Gallo
Ministry.
Bottom row: Alaina Camps, Mary Beth Cocchi, Sarah Knapp

Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Edward Wagner
Jake Wilson
Brandon Brown
Daniel Calvario
Andrew Cowell
David Calcek,
Drew McConville
Ryan McGrath
Peter Coote

.Pray for these friends and

loved ones

Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons
Mary Louise & John Rice
Bill Thomas

March Helpers
Nursery Helpers
4 Eleanor Cerra
11 Elliot Wentzel
18 Eliza Baily
25 Leo Christner

Ushers
Katy Shultz
Dave Pollock
Lois Riggs
Carolyn McGrath
Karen Sukolsky

Gifts received in memory of
James Burns:

Children in Worship
4 Leo & Josh
11 Eliza & Anatasia
18 Brianna & Ethan
25 Travis & Braydon

William & Joyce Winters
Marcia Sherman
Kevin & Fay Boland

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to:
The Burns Family on the death of James Burns.
James passed away on December 26, 2017
& The Baird Family on the death of Chera Baird,
Chera passed away on January 13, 2018

Grace upon grace—

Women in the Woods
Friday April 6, 6:00 pm
to Sunday April 8, 11:30 pm

Women in the Woods is a retreat designed to be physically and spiritually
refreshing for women of all ages.
The teaching will be incredible, and the retreat will be packed with great
singing, fun, laughter and fellowship.
The retreat will run from Friday evening and end Sunday morning,
culminating with a special worship service. Join us!
COST: Cost for the retreat is $85.00 Group of 5 women or more.
This fee includes all teaching sessions, 4 meals, accommodations and all
activities.
FMI– Becky Juliano—beckyannjuliano@gmail.com(518-788-8768)

March Birthdays

happy birthday to you!

Pray for the following
service personnel:

1 Kenson Beaubrun
Beth H. Brown
2 Vicki Cline
Deborah Hawkins
3 Randi Chambers
Corrine E. Jones
J. Michael Nutter
Gina Tedrow
5 Paige Elizabeth Hellems
8 Emma Catherine Hellems
Mary Louise Rice
9 David Floyd
Mary Margaret Fox
10 Lois Riggs
11 Melissa Ann Mertz
12 Mark Charles Baily
15 Rachel LaRue Baily
Madolyn Rue Menear
Braydon Phillips
Fred W. Simpson
17 Craig K. Cerra
Carolyn Sondericker
18 Jordan Sibert
Mitchell Scott Wentzel
John Allen Williams
19 Sandy Throckmorton
21 Sue Cowell
22 Kathie C. Bortz
24John W. Hanko Jr.
Caleb Matthew Vinay
25 Matthias William Rach
Taylor Nicole Sibert
26 Meredith Morgan Giesting
James Alexander Williams
29 Kathy Elaine Provo
31 Dillon Zane Mohr
Emily Faye Williams

First Presbyterian Church
169 West College St.,
P.O. Box 446
Waynesburg, PA 15370
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The mission of ECO is to
BUILD flourishing CHURCHES
that make disciples of
JESUS CHRIST

Bill Sukolsky
Pastor
bsukolsky@hotmail.com
412-913-9851

Juan Gallo
Director of Student Ministries
jsgallo19@gmail.com
954-696-5178

Becky Juliano
Director of Discipleship & Ministry
beckyannjuliano@gmail.com
518-788-8768

Tomé Custer
Director of Music & Children’s Ministries
tomelodies@gmail.com
724-998-3382

Sara Christner & Harrison Scott
Pianist
Nelson Fox
Organist

Maribeth Coote
Administrative Assistant
wbgprsby@windstream.net
724-627-6006

Ben R. McCracken
Treasurer

Patrecia Baily
Financial Secretary

Shelley McCracken
Financial Clerk

Vicki Cline
Custodian

