The Spire

March 2019

From the Pastor
I have been lingering over a passage of Scripture that captures for me both the
mystery and the ministry of prayer:
23

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of
their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to
God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.
(Exodus 2:23-25 ESV)

Israel is under the bondage of slavery in Egypt, suffering horribly for generations.
Their groans and cries, culminating in their cry for rescue, is what we would call
prayer. (In Gary Millar’s words, “calling on the name of the Lord to keep his
promises”.1) God’s hearing, remembering, seeing, and knowing reflects his response,
to be known in the rest of the events of the book of Exodus.
Those verses are a mystery: why God would ordain prayer… how prayer functions
in relation to him… when God acts in his own purpose and timing… where was He
over the years of their heartache. Yet at the same time, they are ministry – they lay
out direction for our response to need and heartache – to call out to him because he
sees, hears, remembers, and acts. It is reflected in the teaching of Jesus, from his
instruction on the Lord’s Prayer to his parables about persistence and patience as we
ask.
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I would like to ask you to join me in the mystery and ministry of prayer,
specifically for a mission trip that I will be taking on March 21-24. I and
approximately 18 other men will be entering into a culture that is much different than
what the majority of us experience. Though the language is the same, the norms and
expectations of behavior and the diversity of beliefs make it a difficult, but rewarding
environment to work in.

Every Sunday

Where is the mission trip going? Not overseas, or into a different part of the country.
I will only be traveling several miles from my home with members of Kairos Prison
Ministry, to spend time at SCI Greene. Over the span of four days, we will be
working with the men who are inmates at that state correctional institution. We will
enter early in the morning and return late in the evening, sharing the gospel of Jesus
with approximately thirty men who have signed up to participate.

The Spire Content

Kairos does much of the same work that is already occuring weekly on Tuesday
evenings, when I visit there with Shirley Baily, Connie Hart, and Rex Gardner.
However, the format of four days in a row creates friendships and opportunities much
more quickly than we can typically experience on a Tuesday night.
I am asking that you remember the Kairos team, the inmates, their families, the
correctional officers and other staff at SCI over those four days. I will make available
on Sunday mornings a sign-up sheet asking for commitments to pray in half-hour
increments over that time. Pray that God will hear, remember, see, and know the
needs of those men and their families. Though incarcerated for various reasons, none
of them are beyond the mercy and grace of God. In fact, there are numerous men who
have become disciples of Jesus Christ, and are learning to live for Christ’s purposes
during their sentence at SCI. Please pray for them, and for all of us, that the Lord will
be at work in our lives.
Blessings- Bill
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Discipleship & Fellowship
Wednesday Night Dinners @ First Pres
Join your First Pres friends
for dinner on Wednesday
night. The meal will be
served starting at 5:30 PM.
A small donation for the
meal is appreciated.

The menu for the month (which is
subject to change) is as follows:
March 6:
March 13:
March 20:
March 27:

Soup, Salad, & Bread
TBA
Meatball Subs
Anniversary Chicken

by Becky Juliano
Discipleship Hour: Behold Your God
Explore the character of God
through the lens of scripture and the
witness of the church.
Behold Your God is a profound
study of God’s character. Each
study features a historical profile of
a man or woman of God (John
Knox, John Newton, Hudson
Taylor, Ann Judson) and focuses on
a single aspect of God’s character.
This group meets during the
Discipleship Hour on Sunday mornings at 9 AM. The
class will meet until April 14. It is never too late to join
the class! Please contact Tim Fox
(tjfox185@gmail.com) or Becky Juliano
(bjuliano@ccojubilee.org) for more information.

Why Bother With Lent?
What is Lent? Why should I bother observing Lent?
Here are five benefits to observing Lent:
Are these questions that you have asked? I came across 1. Lent affords us the opportunity to search the depths
this article titled, “Why Bother with Lent?” and I found
of our sin and experience the heights of God’s love
it helpful and encouraging. You can read the whole arti2. Lent affords us an opportunity to probe the sincericle at www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-botherty of our discipleship by offering an opportunity to
with-lent/.
question and examine ourselves, exploring the integBut here is a short summary/excerpts that I hope will
rity of our discipleship.
motivate you to consider finding a way to be intentional
3. Lent provides us an opportunity to reflect on our
about anticipating Easter this year.
mortality (and God’s radical solution).
Lent is the 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays excepted).
4. Lent gives us the opportunity to move towards our
It is one season in the yearly church calendar. Each
neighbor in charity and know the joy of Jesus who
season focuses on different theological emphases, spirgame himself fully to us.
itual practices, and corresponding emotions to instruct
and train the church in godliness. During Lent, take the 5. Lent prepares us to celebrate the wonder and promopportunity to dwell upon the grief of our broken world,
ise of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.
the sin within your heart, and the deep love of God that
exceeds these realities.

Ash Wednesday Gathering

Ash

Wednesday

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. The Ash Wednesday
service is one opportunity to reflect on our mortality and God’s radical
solution (see above).
Join us for a time of worship and prayer with an opportunity to take
communion on March 6th at 6:30 PM in the youth room
downstairs. The service will conclude by 7 PM. Childcare will be
provided.

Discipleship & Fellowship (continued)

by Becky Juliano

Is your heart’s desire to become
more like Jesus and experience
deeper intimacy with God and have
humble confidence in God’s call on
your life? With Jesus as our
Teacher, we will journey through
prayer and study and seek to answer with our lives, “What is pleasing to the Spirit of God?”
Women in the Woods is a retreat designed to be physically and spiritually refreshing for women of all ages. The
teaching is incredible, and the retreat is packed with great singing, fun, laughter and adventure. The retreat runs from
Friday evening through Sunday brunch.
Contact Becky Juliano (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org, 518-788-8768) if you need more details or if you are interested in
going.
WHEN: Fri. evening, March 29 – Sun. brunch, March 31/ COST: $95 (or $85/person groups of 5 or more)

Music & Children’s Ministry
Meet Harrison Scott– one of FPC’s Pianists
Over the last year, you
may have seen WU
student Harrison in the
congregation, behind the
piano, or even as part of
the Praise Team.

by Tomē Custer
Pray for the heart of a child
This heart is one of many that
you will find in a green box in the
back of the FPC sanctuary. Each
heart was made by one precious
child (from toddlers through
those in 5th grade) who attends at
least one of our Children's
Ministry Programs.

Take a minute to get to
know this talented young
A magnet is attached to the back of each heart. The hope
man.
is that every single one will be taken home by someone
at FPC, put on the refrigerator, and serve as a reminder
 Where are you from? I'm from Greencastle, PA.
to pray for that child on a regular basis.
 What year are you at WU and what are you
If it 'takes a village' to raise a child, it takes a church to
studying? I'm a junior biochemistry major, and I'm
raise them in Christ.
planning to attend medical school to be a family
If you have not yet taken one of the hearts, please do
medicine physician.
so! Every person praying for our children is an
 How old were you when you started playing the
piano? I started playing piano when I was 7. I didn't additional layer of love and support that they sorely need
necessarily want to play piano - I just wanted to see as they face the challenges that this world throws at
them.
someone else's house and their three cats.
And if your child has not yet made a heart, don't fear!
 What is your favorite piece that you have
There are extra supplies in the container with the hearts.
performed? Probably Chopin's Black Key Etude
Take some home and return them to Tomē and she will
 What is your favorite praise and worship
be sure they're shared.
song? Take Courage by Bethel since it comes to
mind and we sang it last night at Upper Room, but
Vacation Bible School
there's so many!
 And finally, just for fun, what is your favorite
Save the Date, June 9 - 13
pizza topping? Cheese that doesn't come off all at
Sunday to Thursday
once when you bite into it!
6:00 to 8:00 PM
If you see Harrison on a Sunday morning, please make
FMI: Tomē Custer
sure to say hello and thank him for sharing his talents
724-998-3382
with us!

Crossroads Youth Ministry

by Juan Gallo
Monthly gathering
We began our monthly Parents
of Teens gathering and had a
wonderful time in fellowship
and in community together.

The winter is long but at Crossroads on Sunday nights
we remain warm and joyful together.
It’s been wonderful to see so many of our students
remain consistent in joining us on Sunday nights despite
the cold and the busyness of life. We’ve been busy,
working hard to provide programs and opportunities for
students and families to grow in their faith. Here’s what
we’ve been doing.
 We continue to meet every Sunday and journey
together through the gospel of Matthew. I’d like to
thank every parent who provides snack and transports
their children to and from Crossroads every Sunday.
Please pray for wisdom and understanding as we read
and discuss challenging portions of Scripture.
 WU students and Crossroads leaders, Tora Rodriguez
and Ashley Smith have started a Wednesday night
Bible study going through the book of Proverbs.
They meet at FPC every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30
PM.
 Our Young Lions (middle school) Bible study meets
every other Wednesday from 6:00-7:00 PM. See Juan
for details.
 High school boys and girls small groups happen
every week at 7:00 AM. Boys meet Wednesdays and
girls meet Thursdays. It’s early, but it’s such a great
way to start the day. Join us!
 We are working to produce media content to engage
with students and families. On YouTube search for
Crossroads Youth Ministry and subscribe to our
channel to see what we are doing. And check out
what’s happening soon!

Skating in Morgantown!

This is an open invitation to
any parent/s of teens who
would like to gather in
community once a month to
simply share life together.
We can bread together at 5:30 PM at our Wednesday
night dinner & then we’ll gather in the youth room. Next
one is March 13!

All-Church Lunch
On March 17th there will be an
all-church soup lunch
immediately following worship.
Plan on coming downstairs for
some good soup and
conversations around the table!
Mark it on your calendar now!
All donations received will benefit Crossroads youth
ministries.

Up Coming Events

We collected
over $700 for
the Greene
County Crisis
Pregnancy
Center during
the baby bottle
Campaign!
We support them
monthly through
“Faith Promise
Giving” (FPC mission funds).
Now we are collecting diapers & wipes. Diapers
are the number one need at the center. The goal
is to be sure that families have the essential items
they need to keep their babies healthy!
All sizes are needed. They are being collected at the back of the church
behind the pews. Let’s love the babies and their families!

Baptisms
February 10, 2019 Luke James Baily
February 24, 2019 August Reese McGowan

Pray for the following
service personnel:

Pray for these friends and
loved ones

Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Jake Wilson
Daniel Calvario
Madison Church
David Calcek
Drew McConville
Ryan McGrath
Peter & Leslie Coote
Edward Wagner
Dan Baily

Tiffany Gardone
Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons
Bill Thomas
Elva Dee Wilson
Joan Huffman
Sue Cowell
Dick Bortz
George Nader

March Helpers
Nursery Helpers
3 Grace Kalsey
10 Brianna Pettit
17 Eleanor Cerra
24 Elliott Wentzel
31 Eliza Baily

Ushers
Katy Shultz
Dave Pollock
Lois Riggs
Carolyn McGrath
Karen Sukolsky
Warren Halfcsak

March Birthdays

happy birthday to you!

Mission Corner

1

Kenson Beaubrun
Beth H. Brown
2 Vicki Cline
Deborah Hawkins
3 Randi Chambers
Corrine E. Jones
J. Michael Nutter
Gina Tedrow
5 Paige Hellems
8 Emma Hellems
9 David Floyd
Mary Fox
10 Lois Riggs
11 Melissa Ann Mertz
12 Mark Charles Baily
Helena Cummins
15 Rachel Baily
Madolyn Menear
Braydon Phillips
Fred W. Simpson
17 Craig K. Cerra
Carolyn Sondericker
18 Jordan Sibert
Mitchell Wentzel
John Williams
19 Sandy Throckmorton
21 Sue Cowell
22 Kathie C. Bortz
24 John W. Hanko Jr.
Caleb Matthew Vinay
25 Matthias William Rach
Taylor Sibert
26 Meredith Giesting
James Williams
29 Kathy Elaine Provo
31 Dillon Zane Mohr
Emily Faye Williams

h

March 2019

Sun
Every Sunday
9:00 am Discipleship Hour
For all ages
9:00 am Praise Team
10:00 am Youth Choir
10:30 am Worship
12:15 am Youth Handbell
5:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
3

Communion
12:45 pm Pathways
Leaders

10

12:45 pm Single Ladies

17
12:00 pm Soup Lunch
12:00 pm Deacon’s Mtg
12:45 pm Pathways
Leaders

4

Mon

10:00 am Fellowship Meeting

Tue

5
9:30 am Life Group

6

Wed

7

Thu

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

11:00 AM Mature Singel
Ladies

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

14

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session
13

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

6:45 PM Single Ladies

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

21

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group
18

26
9:30 am Life Group

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

27
11:00 am Mature Single
Ladies

4

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

19
9:30 am Life Group

12
9:30 am Life Group

20
11:00 pm Mature Single
Ladies
12:00 pm Worship Team

11

6:45 pm Single Ladies

3:15– 5:30 pm Pathways

7:00 pm Mission Team

3

28

2
9:30 am Life Group

6:00 pm Adult Handbell

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group

25

12:45 pm Single Young
Ladies
Crossroads
UnAltered Tour 5:30 PM

1

24

31

APRIL
10:00 AM Fellowship Meeting
8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group

8

1

16

9

2

Fri

15

23

30

22

Cross roads Lock In
Time TBA

29

6

Sat

Women in the Woods 29,30,31

5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner

5

Stewardship

Ben McCracken

Turning missed opportunities to blessings………
Each of us give in different ways and in different amounts. We give not according to our ability but according to our
understanding of the needs. When a person discovers gratitude as a motive for giving, then heart and mind work
together to develop good stewardship habits. Just as we learn how to pray by praying, so we learn how to give by
giving.
What if we were taught and believe that stewardship is what a person does every single day of life? What if we
could be taught what a grateful person does with their money so that they could experience the deep and profound
joy of giving? What if, honestly and forthrightly, we discovered the biblical truth: We brought nothing into the
world, so we can take nothing out of it (1 Timothy 5:7). What if we could see the truth: we cannot take anything
material out of this world, but we do take a record of how we have lived our life and what we have done with what
God has permitted us to have and use as long as we live? (Stewardship 6/06).
Financial update…
Your prayers and support truly make a difference in meeting the financial needs of our church
Actual
2019

Missions
Christian Missions - Crow
Interserve - Nicky Stock
Interserve - Paul & Pat Stock
Caribbean Youth Network
Equip International
Christian Bible Ministeries CBM
Habitat for Humanity - Greene
Pine Springs Camp
CBM - Todd & Carla Witter
Waynesburg Christian Outreach
Crisis Pregnancy Center
Jubilee - WU
SIM USA - Elisha Stock
Wycliffe Bible Translators
total expense

$200
200
200
200
200
250
250
250
200
200
200
834
100
100
$3,384

Transfer to Dominican Republic Mission
Transfer to Mission Designated Fund
Pledged Giving
CCO - designated
Balance 12-31-2018

100
100
4,118
629
681

total

$5,428

Balance

$1,844

Life at FPC– Tuesday AM

Actual
1/30/19
Staff
Property
Christian Ed
Evangelism
Fellowship
W&S
Office

$16,881
5,354
1,333

total expense

Giving
Investments
Other
total income
Surplus

83
562
4,081
$28,294

Budget
2019
$255,214
47,000
18,000
1,000
2,000
2,000
12,163
$337,377

34,494
5,507

276,600
60,120
1,540

$40,001

$338,260

$11,707

$883

Life at FPC– Wednesday PM
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