The Spire

June 2018

From the Pastor
I am both humbled and grateful that our session has permitted Karen and me to enter
into a sabbatical this June, July, and August. My last Sunday will be on June 3, and I
will return to work on Monday, August 27. In the time in between, we will be
enjoying this “planned time of focus to strategically disengage from regular and
normal tasks so that ministry and mission may be viewed from a new perspective.” 1
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We have been trusting that the Lord will help us do just that as we deliberately
change our routines and environment, and experience new opportunities to enjoy
creation and God’s people. But mostly we are taking a step of faith trusting that the
Holy Spirit will lead us on a journey inward, looking at our hearts and ministry, and
outward, to gain new insight into our life at First Presbyterian.
However, I also believe that this sabbatical is a gift to you, the covenant partners and
friends of our congregation. This is a season for all of you to view “ministry and
mission from a new perspective”. You will see different men and women
exercising their gifts here, in everything from visitation and preaching to leading and
planning. You will have the occasion to realize that God’s calling to be the church is
not dependent on the work of a single person, but rather rests upon all God’s people,
as Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 illustrate.
It will also be a time to practice prayer. Karen and I need your prayers for our health
and safety as we travel… an ability to enjoy each moment… clear communication
(we’ve never spent this much time together!)… receptivity to the work of the Holy
Spirit as he leads and speaks to us through times of prayer, study, and worship.
The congregation needs your prayer as well: for our speakers, staff, and session
members… the Holy Spirit’s continued work in our lives and communities…. faithful
attendance and regular giving… a fresh vision of ministry in our community.
Again thank you for this blessing, and we are trusting that this season in our life
together will bear great fruit for God’s kingdom in our community.
With love and gratitude - Bill
PS – Please remember that
We have a team of Session members and staff that will take care of my
responsibilities while I am away. Becky Juliano and Maribeth Coote will be
the primary contacts for the congregation; they can be reached at the church
office. Jeff McCracken and Tim Fox are the Session representatives that will
moderate Session meetings, and will take the lead in helping them through the
summer.
Our staff, friends of the congregation, and several of our covenant partners will be
preaching.
Arrangements have been made to provide ministry in case of death and
bereavement while I am away. (Note, however, that when I am home, I will be
available for pastoral care during death and bereavement.)
I will be in touch with session over the summer, and they
in turn will pass along to you what the Lord is doing
in our lives.
1
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/
ministers/rationale-sabbatical-leave/

Discipleship & Fellowship
Connect Fellowship Time
Every Sunday during the summer
months there will be a time of
snacks and fellowship following
worship. We are in need of
people each week to help supply some of the snacks for
these times. Please contact Becky
(beckyannjuliano@gmail.com) to sign up. (You will not
need to provide enough snacks for everyone.)

Sunday Discipleship Hour
Our Discipleship Hour is officially
taking a break for the summer
However, take the time before
worship on Sundays to continue to
grow in your faith. Go out to
breakfast with friends and be
intentional about your conversation.
Talk about what you’re reading in the Bible during the
week and what God is teaching you. Ask hard questions
of each other. Build relationships that help you follow
Jesus better. Or you could choose to spend time alone
praying, reading the Bible and/or journaling on Sunday
morning. The church is open by 8:30 AM on Sundays;
come and find a space to meet the Lord before worship.
Even though there is nothing formally happening, be

Making Disciples
Our DISCIPLESHIP TEAM is on a mission. We want to
help connect the dots between believing in Jesus and
actually following Him. So, we are recruiting others,
hopefully including YOU, who want to be more intentional
about discipleship and ministry.
We are all in different seasons of life, with different
amounts of discretionary time. But even if you only have
one hour a week to devote to growing in your efforts to
follow Jesus, or in developing your ministry, we want to
help make that hour count. And often growth is not doing
some new activity. It may be found in things we are already
doing, but seeing our activities through a different lens.
If you want to make a difference in your family, in your
vocation, in our church, or somewhere else in
Waynesburg, we want to pray for you, and celebrate with
you. And if needed, provide support to help you and the
ministry God has called you to -- to flourish!
FMI contact Dave Baily dbaily@bailyagency.com or
Becky Juliano beckyannjuliano@gmail.com .

by Becky Juliano
WORSHIP: Introduction

The Worship class is part of our Grow for Life
discipleship process at First Pres. It explores the
variety of ways we worship throughout our week. Find
out what the Bible has to say about worship. Also,
learn about our Sunday morning liturgy and practices.
Finally, explore the daily rhythms of worship in the
everyday stuff of life at home and work and every–
where in between.
The class is designed for anyone who wants to know
how to worship God better and understand why we do
what we do on Sundays and ways to transfer that to the
rest of the week. The class will be held on Sunday,
June 10 at 8:30 -9:45 AM. Childcare will be
provided. Please contact Becky Juliano
(beckyannjuliano@gmail.com, 518-788-8768) to sign
up for this class. Reservations to attend are helpful but
not necessary.

Women’s Bible Study
Come along with Beth Moore on
an 8-week journey to get to know
both the man and the Book of
James, in our study, James: Mercy
Triumphs.
Topics include: joy, hardship, faith,
reversal of fortunes for rich and poor, wisdom, gifts
from above, single-mindedness, the dangers of the
tongue, humility, and prayer.
This new women’s Bible study will start
Thursday, June 14th.
We’ll meet at the church on Thursday mornings from
10 am to noon. There will also be a second study from
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Childcare will be provided for
both.
Please contact Jen Baily (jenbaily@hotmail.com) or
Becky Juliano (beckyannjuliano@gmail.com, 518-7888768) if you are interested in either the Thursday
morning group or an evening group.

Stewardship

by Ben McCracken

Managing God’s money

Actual
2018

Missions

In the book, One Solitary Life, Ken Blanchard poses the
question to people of whether they would like to make
the world a better place for having lived here. While the
response is positive, he then asks them, “What’s your
plan?” And everyone gets sheepish grins on their faces,
because very few people have a plan.
And yet Jesus suggests a plan. The plan is to follow Him.
The plan is to serve and help others. The plan is not about
what you get in life; it’s about what you give. It’s about
bringing heaven down to earth.
Giving reminds us that God is the owner of all that we
have, and we have been entrusted to manage it on His
behalf ( Psalms 50:10 …for the world is mine and all that
is in it).
Giving to God reminds us who He is, who we are, and
what our relationship should be to the things He has
allowed us to manage in his name.
The resulting year-to-date surplus reflects the timing of
investment income and the significance of each persons
giving.
Your prayers and support in meeting the financial needs
of our church do make a difference in allowing our
church to fulfill its mission.
Ben McCracken - Treasurer

Christian Missions - Crow
Interserve - Nicky Stock
Interserve - Paul & Pat Stock
Caribbean Youth Network
Equip International
Christian Bible Ministeries CBM
Habitat for Humanity - Greene
Pine Springs Camp
CBM - Judy Virgili
CCO
Waynesburg Christian Outreach
Crisis Pregnancy Center
Jubilee - WU
Bethany Inter'l - Maddy Cerra
Houses for Haiti
Dominican Republic Items
Resurrection Power - Washington Presby
Samaritan's Purse
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Washington City Mission
JAARS
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Corner Cupboard Food Bank
total expense

$600
600
600
550
550
750
650
750
600
400
598
500
1,229
300
7,059
356

$16,092

Transfer to Dominican Republic Mission

$250

Pledged Giving
CCO - designated
Balance 12-31-2017
total

14,440
404
8,325
$23,169

Balance

Actual
4/30/18
Staff
Property
Christian Ed
Evangelism
Fellowship
W&S
Office
Deacons

$71,117
18,280
5,231
575
252
1,608
4,868
total expense

Giving
Investments
Other
total income
Surplus

$6,827

Budget
2018

$101,931

$245,441
47,000
18,900
2,000
2,600
2,500
12,500
2,000
$332,941

103,217
17,574
481

272,200
59,875
1,210

$121,272

$333,285

$19,341

$344

Dr. Gordon Jones Scholarship
Any Member of the First Presbyterian Church who will
be attending college or tech school for the 2018-2019
school year may apply for a $500 scholarship from the
Dr. Gordon Jones Scholarship fund. This is not a needsbased scholarship.
Please send an application form, a recent grade report
and a letter to Mrs. D. A. Neubauer, Mrs. Barbara
Gernert or Mrs. Diana Dukate in care of First
Presbyterian Church, P. O. Box 446 stating that you are a
member of the church, the school you will be attending
and field of study you will be pursuing. These must be
received by June 15, 2018.
Application forms are available in the church office.

Music & Children’s Ministry

by Tomē Custer
June 25-29
Monday through Friday
9:30 am – 12:00 pm
Come for games, snacks,
Bible drama,
and lots of adventures!!

This summer, we will be offering Pathways for
children in K-5th.
We will meet on Thursdays from 10:00 - Noon,
running from July 6 - August 9.
If your child attended Pathways in the 2017-2018
school year, they do not need to register again.
If your child is new to Pathways, you can find the
registration form at our website—firstpreswbg.com

VBS Decorating

Pre-registration begins now!
Suggested donation for $5 per child
overs 5 days of VBS, take home goodies,
and a t-shirt!
Go to our website to register on line– firstpreswbg.com

Castaways NEEDED!
VBS is a special once-a-year ministry that cannot be
offered to our children and the children of our
community with only the help of one or two people.
Please consider joining us this week to give kids the
chance to form a relationship with Christ while
having fun - and your life might just be changed as
well!
Do you love being with kids?
Then you could be a crew leader, and join in the fun the
kids have all day. You would be in a position to bond
with the kids and watch them grow in their faith.

Wednesdays 10 AM - 4 PM
June 6th, 13th & 20th
Shipwrecked is coming to First Pres and we will be
creating decorations to set the stage for kids.
We want to welcome them in a big way and we need
your help! We need to transform the church into an
island paradise. No artistic skill is needed, but if you
have some that would be a great bonus! Duties may
include painting, cutting foam board, tracing, building
a waterfall or a tiki hut.
People with building and problem solving skills are
needed. Also contact Becky (via text or email with
pictures) if you have anything that we might be able
to use as part of our decorations (think crates, boats,
nautical decor, inflatable palm trees, hammocks, etc).

Are you handy, or good at building things?
Then you could help Becky Juliano with decorating
and set-building! VBS isn't quite as fun without the
proper setting!
Do you like doing experiments or solving puzzles?
Then you could lead Imagination Station, where kids
answer challenging questions and learn more about
God through gizmos and science.
Do you have a flair for the dramatic or storytelling?
Then you could help lead Bible Adventures, where the
stories we all know and love come alive and off the
page.
Do you like hearing real-life stories of God's power
and love?
Then you could lead Kid Vid Cinema, where stories of
real children from around the world teach our kids
about how God always rescues us.

June 2018

Sun
Every Sunday
9:00 am Table Talk
9:00 Praise Team
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Connect

3 Communion

Pastor Bill’s last
Sunday before
Sabbatical begins
CONNECT
begins immediately
following Worship
10

8:30 - 9:45 am
WORSHIP: Introduction
11:15 pm Nominating Team

17

Father's Day
Crossroads
Bake Sale for Mission –Ex
24

Mon

4
10:00 am Fellowship Meeting

11

18

25

Tue

5
9:30 am Life Group

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session
12
9:30 am Life Group

19
9:30 am Life Group

26
9:30 am Life Group

1

9

2

Fri

8

Thu

7

16

Wed

6

15

5
10:00 am -12:00
Ladies Bible Study
Beth Moore / Book of James

6

29 5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner

22

7

30

23

Sat

10:00 –2:00 pm
Crossroads Car Wash
Advance Auto Parts
For Mission Ex

13

6:00– 8:00 pm
Ladies Bible Study
Beth Moore / Book of James

21
10:00 am -12:00
Ladies Bible Study
Beth Moore / Book of James

6:00– 8:00 pm
Ladies Bible Study
Beth Moore / Book of James

14
10:00 am -12:00
Ladies Bible Study
Beth Moore / Book of James

20

27

28
Ladies Bible Study
AM & PM

3
9:30 am Life Group

6:00– 8:00 pm
Ladies Bible Study

4

Vacation Bible School 9:30 am to 12:00 pm Ages 4 through entering 6th grade June 25-29

2

No Session
(will be held July 24th)

Mission Ex– Pine Springs– Middle School Crossroads June 24-28
1Communion

JULY

Crossroads Youth Ministry

by Juan Gallo

What a year it has been at
Crossroads!

“When the leaves come out,

Now, we switch gears toward
our summer programming.

you know
without being told that

There are a lot of fun activities
planned. The purpose of our
summer programs are to have fun in fellowship, stay
connected as a community, and remain engaged in
God’s Word.

summer is near.”
Luke 21:30

Summer is also a time for family and I want to
encourage and emphasize that as much as possible.
Our programming is not intended to compete with
family time. In fact, some of our activities are meant to
involve family participation, and those that aren’t, I
hope will be useful alternatives.
As always, it is extremely helpful to communicate and
let me know which activities your child or family plans
to participate in. Here’s to a wonderful summer!
Juan Gallo
Jsgallo19@gmail.com
954-696-5178

Discipleship Team has
Camperships Available
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Camper should attend First Pres regularly
Register for faith based camp, show proof of deposit
Submit registration form to the office
A $75 scholarship will be sent directly to the camp.
Scholarships are given per individual.
Larger families may apply for each child.
FMI: Contact Administrative Assistant, Maribeth Coote.

June Birthdays

Pray for the following service personnel:
Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Edward Wagner
Jake Wilson

Brandon Brown
Daniel Calvario
David Calcek,
Drew McConville

Ryan McGrath
Peter Coote
Daniel Baily

Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons

Mary Louise & John Rice
Bill Thomas

June Helpers
Nursery Helpers
3 Ben Maxwell
10 Ethan Maxwell
17 Rachel Calvario
24 Grace Kalsey

Ushers
Steve king
Rex McCrackent
Ross Kalsey
Mark McCullough
Bobby Fox
Lisa Schroyer

A Special Happy Birthday!!
Peggy Morgan June 7, 2018
Will celebrate 95 years of a blessed life!
From her children…
any and all birthday wishes are much appreciated.

Church Softball
Recruiting: First Presbyterian Church
Members!
League play begins on Tuesday, May 15th
Men & Women (over 16 years old)
If interested in joining this ministry, contact Josh
Sumpter:
jdsumpte@waynesburg.edu

Softball Games/ Double Headers/
First Game @ 6:00 pm Date/Location
05/15/2018 Greenboro
05/22/2018 Waynesburg
05/24/2018 Waynesburg
05/29/2018 Waynesburg
06/05/2018 Mt Morris
06/07/2018 Waynesburg

06/12/2018 Waynesburg
06/19/2018 Jefferson
06/21/2018 Fairview
06/28/2018 Fairall
07/03/2018 Waynesburg
07/10/2018 Waynesburg

happy birthday to you!

Pray for these friends and loved ones

01 Roberta L. King
David Mcie
04 Eli Joseph Huffman
05 Farley D. Toothman
06 Alyssa Sue Throckmorton
07 Peggy W. Morgan
08 Lily Maute
Logan Dane Mohr
11 Jacqueline Harper
Calvin Linderman
12 Ryan McGrath
13 Jennifer Kay Baily
Barbara Louise Gernert
14 Debra Bortz Shelestak
15 Christina Huffman
16 Paula Mariner
Renee Elaine Wentzel
Jeremiah Wimmer
17 Herbert R. Thompson
18 Mary Louise Killen
20 Ann Bleivik
22 Eliza Margaret Baily
John Owen
Arthur Zeth
23 Karen Allison
Peggy Braddock
Norma Jean Kline
Drew McConville
Matthew Lawton Mertz
George Edward Toothman
24 Suzanne Cole
Bernice E. Fox
26 Cameron Baily
27 Natalie Conner
Michael Moore
28 Rick E. Walker
29 Daniel Steven King
Rex D. McCracken

First Presbyterian Church
169 West College St.,
P.O. Box 446
Waynesburg, PA 15370
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The mission of ECO is to
BUILD flourishing CHURCHES
that make disciples of
JESUS CHRIST
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Sara Christner, Harrison Scott
Pianists
Nelson Fox
Organist
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wbgprsby@windstream.net
724-627-6006
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Treasurer
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Financial Secretary

Shelley McCracken
Financial Clerk

Vicki Cline
Custodian

