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Our heritage as a Reformed and Presbyterian church is confessional, meaning that our
understanding of the faith has been shaped by documents that “confess” our faith over the
generations. One of the primary means to learn the content and significance of those
confessions is through the use of catechisms – teaching tools written in question/answer
(Q/A) form.**
The Greek word that is translated catechism means “to teach orally or to instruct by
word of mouth.” Most catechisms focus on the Apostles’ Creed, the Ten
Commandments, & the Lord’s Prayer—a perfect balance of biblical theology, practical
ethics, & spiritual experience. They were written with at least three purposes in mind:




to explain what the gospel is, & what it is based on.
to help people discern between biblical truth & false beliefs in the culture & church.
to shape a distinct lifestyle of belief & behavior in God’s people in all of life.

The Q/A format is meant to be memorized which drives concepts deeper into the heart,
naturally holds students more accountable to mastering the material, & creates a dialogue
for learning. This makes catechetical instruction ideal for families & congregations.
On January 6, I introduced to the congregation the New City Catechism (NCC), a
contemporary catechism created by Redeemer Presbyterian Church and The Gospel
Coalition. My intention is that we as a congregation – adults and children – learn our faith
to shape our lives throughout 2019. Why the NCC?
It has 52 Q/A – one for each week of the year.
It is brief (for catechisms!) and fits easily into church calendars & busy schedules.
It is reflects historic teaching adapted from Calvin’s Geneva Catechism, the
Westminster Shorter & Larger catechisms, & the Heidelberg Catechism (all of
which shape ECO).
It has three parts that make it easier to learn:
Part 1: God, creation & fall, law (20 questions)
Part 2: Christ, redemption, grace (15 questions)
Part 3: Spirit, restoration, growing in grace (17 questions)
It has a Bible verse for each Q/A, a short commentary to stir up meditation &
reflection, & a short, original prayer to help learning.
It has available printed material and free downloadable apps for both Google and
IPhone.
We have distributed 50 books containing the catechism, and many of us have downloaded it on our phones. We will be using it throughout the year as the focal point for our
weekly children’s messages, as well as what the kids are learning during Children at
Worship. You can find more information at www.newcitycatechism.com, or contact the
church office if you would like to acquire one of the books.
I hope you will join Karen and me, and many other families in learning the catechism
this year, that we might know and love the Lord and others as we bring hope to life in
Jesus’ name.
Blessings- Bill
**Much of this description of catechism summarizes Tim Keller’s “Introduction to the New City
Catechism” . (The full introduction, & much more, can be found at www.newcitycatechism.com)

Discipleship & Fellowship

by Becky Juliano
Jubilee

Discipleship Hour
Explore the character of God
through the lens of scripture and
the witness of the church. Behold
Your God is a profound 12-week
study of God’s character.
Each study features a historical
profile of a man or woman of
God (John Knox, John Newton,
Hudson Taylor, Ann Judson) and
focuses on a single aspect of
God’s character.
This group meets during the
Discipleship Hour on Sunday mornings at 9 AM.
The class will meet until April 14. It is never too late to
join the class! Please contact Tim Fox
(tjfox185@gmail.com) or Becky Juliano
(bjuliano@ccojubilee.org) for more information.

WU Students Small Group
You are invited to encounter God through a variety of
spiritual disciplines on Monday nights at 8 PM in the
FPC Assembly Room starting February 4th.
Each week we will try out a new spiritual discipline led
by someone at WU or FP who enjoys practicing that
particular discipline. They will introduce themselves
and the discipline and then we will spend the remainder
of the hour experiencing/doing it. Basically, we’ll
spend an hour each Monday night finding a variety of
ways to “keep company with Jesus.” Contact Becky
Juliano if you are interested in attending or have
questions (518-788-8768, bjuliano@ccojubilee.org).
If you are a congregation member and would like to
lead students into a particular discipline that you are
passionate about, please contact Becky Juliano.

Women in the Woods Retreat @ Pine Springs
Women in the Woods is a retreat designed to
be physically and spiritually refreshing for
women of all ages held March 29 – March 31.
The teaching is incredible, and the retreat is
packed with great singing, fun, laughter and adventure.
Contact: Becky Juliano (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org, 518788-8768) if you need more details or if you are
interested in going.

This month
approximately 25
Waynesburg University
students will attend the
Jubilee conference and
experience powerful
worship, incredible
speakers, and engaging
workshops on topics that
impact their life.
This year’s theme,
“Transform Everything”
will challenge the
students to live faithfully
in every area of their
lives.
Please pray for these students as we prepare and go to
the conference on February 22-24. Pray that barriers
would be broken down and God would transform lives
that will transform the world.
Also, thank you so much for the wonderful support you
showed at the Jubilee lunch last month. It is a blessing
to be a part of church that loves and supports college
students. The money you donated will go towards
offsetting the cost of the conference for the students.

Wednesday Night Dinners @ First Pres
Everyone is invited! Take advantage
of a cheap dinner out with all your
First Pres friends and family! Enjoy a
delicious meal for just $3/person and
$2/child ($10 family max and university students are $1). The meal will
be served starting at 5:30 PM. If you
have children in Pathways, our after school program,
your whole family is welcome to stay for dinner.
The menu for the month (which is subject to change) is
as follows:
February 6: Baked Ziti
February 13: Anniversary Chicken and Rice
February 20: Pork Loin and Potatoes
February 27: Chicken and Biscuits

Stewardship
Though financial reports may be considered
less than captivating reading for many, the
information shown does tell an encouraging
story. If you were unable to attend the
Congregational meeting, I hope you will
request a copy of the 2019 Annual Report to
read about all of the many areas our church
finances are being used for the growth and
positive work of His Kingdom. It is important
to realize that the financial costs of “bringing
Hope to life” are key elements of growth in
our church.
In response to your many prayers, our
financial health remained stable last year.
While giving and investment income declined
slightly from 2017, judicious spending by
each team allowed for a bountiful surplus for
the current year.

Ben McCracken

Staff
Property
Christian Education
Evangelism & Fellowship
Worship & Sacraments
Deacons
Office
total expense

2017
Actual

2018
Actual

2019
Budget

$232,771
45,478
14,672
1,569
2,353

$241,585
48,699
15,702
2,378
1,793

8,034

9,925

$253,377
47,000
18,000
3,000
2,000
2,000
12,000

$304,877

$320,082

$337,377

277,886
58,034
1,311

274,763
56,741
1,650

276,600
60,120
1,540

$337,231

$333,154

$338,260

$32,354

$13,072

$883

Giving
Investments
Other
total income
transfer to Reserve

Primarily based on your response to
Consecration Sunday, Session was able to
approve a $337,377 budget for 2019. This
occurred despite life changes, financial
turmoil, and uncertainties which continue to
impact giving commitments and improving
market conditions for investment income.
Overall staff spending ($253,377) reflects
cost of living increases while budgeted team
costs remain stable for the year. Your
generous giving continues to help make all of
this possible.
Session’s commitment to retain a high-quality
staff is a crucial part of strengthening the
spiritual growth of our church. On the front of
each church bulletin it states: Come worship
with us as we “Bring Hope to life ….in Jesus’
Name”. Your response to this challenge has
allowed us to be part of the financial solution
as we act on His leading. Good financial and
spiritual health requires discipline and effort,
but it will benefit us now and in the future.
“Each one must do as he has made up his mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so that you
may always have enough of everything and
provide in abundance for every good work”.
(IICor. 9:7-8 RSV)

Ben McCracken, Treasurer

Actual
2018

Missions
Christian Missions - Crow
Interserve - Nicky Stock
Interserve - Paul & Pat Stock
Caribbean Youth Network
Equip International
Christian Bible Ministries CBM
Habitat for Humanity - Greene
Pine Springs Camp
CBM - Todd & Carla Witter
CCO
Waynesburg Christian Outreach
Crisis Pregnancy Center
Jubilee - WU
Bethany Inter'l - Maddy Cerra
Houses for Haiti
Dominican Republic Items
Wycliffe Bible Translators
total expense

Transfer to Dominican Republic Mission
Transfer to Mission Designated Fund

$2,400
2,400
2,400
2,400
2,400
3,000
3,250
3,200
2,400
400
2,400
2,400
1,229
1,000
7,659
356
100
$39,394
425
900

Pledged Giving
CCO - designated
Balance 12-31-2017

32,672
404
8,325
total

$41,401

Balance

$682

Music & Children’s Ministry

Praise Team
The FPC Praise Team is looking for volunteers to join
our ministry! We are especially in need of drummers. If
are interested joining our team please let us hear from
you! We rehearse Sunday mornings at 9 AM, and
participation is not required every week.

Adult Handbell Choir
If you'd like to be part of a music ministry at FPC but
you don't play an instrument or sing, the Handbell Choir
could be the right fit for you! This unique ministry
doesn't require any previous music experience or that you
be able to read music, only that you have a heart for
worshiping God! We rehearse on Thursdays from 6-7
PM, and ring for worship 1-2 times a month.

Vacation Bible School

by Tomē Custer

Pathways Important Dates
February 13 Pine Springs
Mike Hurley from Pine Springs
Camp will be at Pathways to spend
some time with our kids, playing
games and telling them all that Pine
Springs has to offer them.
Mike will be staying for dinner to
speak with parents and answer any
questions you might have. Please
plan to join us for the meal!

April 24 Progressive Dinner
Mark your calendars. We will celebrate our annual
Progressive Dinner. In addition to celebrating our time
together at Pathways, but we will be saying goodbye
to three (yes, three!) of our faithful teen leaders. It will
be a very special time together, so please plan for your
child(ren) to attend!

Come and experience how Life is Wild...
but God is Good!

Save the Date!!!
June 9—13
Sunday to Thursday
6:00 to 8:00 PM
FMI: Tomē Custer
724-998-3382
We wrapped up 2018 with a fantastic production of two
Christmas plays and a Nativity scene. Our productions
included: 20 children (Pre-K to 5th grade), a handful
talented middle schoolers, 3 brave teen leaders. We
couldn't have ended the year or celebrated the birth of
Jesus any better!

h

February 2018

Sun
Every Sunday
9:00 am Discipleship Hour
For all ages
9:00 am Praise Team
10:00 am Youth Choir
10:30 am Worship
12:15 am Youth Handbell
5:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
3

Communion
12:45 pm Pathways Leaders
4:00-6:00 pm Crossroads
Super Bowl Party

10
12:00 pm Cong Meeting
Single Young Ladies
TBA see Tomē Custer

17
12:00 pm Soup Lunch
12:00 pm Deacon’s Mtg
12:45 pm Pathways Leaders

24

Single Young Ladies
TBA see Tomē Custer

3

Communion

4

Mon

10:00 am Fellowship Meeting

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group
11

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group
18

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group
25

8:00– 9:00 pm
WU Small Group
4

Tue

5
9:30 am Life Group

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session
12
9:30 am Life Group

19
9:30 am Life Group

26
9:30 am Life Group

7:00 pm Mission Team
5
9:30 am Life Group
6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session

6

Wed

10:00 am Mature
Single Ladies

7

Thu

13

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

14

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
PINE SPRINGS
presentation
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

21

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

20

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

10:00 am Mature
Single Ladies
3:15– 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

28

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

7

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

27

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

6 ASH WEDNESDAY
10:00 am Mature Single
Ladies
3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30 to 7:00 Ash
Wednesday Service

15

8

1

23

16

9

2

Fri

22

9

2

Sat

JUBILEE 22, 23, & 24

5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner

1

WU students
spring break begins

8

Crossroads Youth Ministry

by Juan Gallo

Our only true calling for which we were created
is to know God.

Up Coming Events

This is our calling in ministry (whether in vocational
ministry or in the ministry of the Gospel in our everyday
lives): we are to help others see and know God. At FPC
we have programs to help any individual in any stage of
life learn who God is and how to know Him.
The New City Catechism that we
are all learning does that. Our
Discipleship hour classes and small
groups do that. And Crossroads
does that for a very important
demographic of our population—
teenagers. So this is the focus of our
Sunday night gathering until
summer break arrives.
We are studying
the book of
Matthew.
Chapter by
chapter.
Gathered in a
circle. Each one
with a bible in hand. Each one face to face with the Word
and with Jesus, the visible image of the invisible God; in
the hope that in seeing God our students will know Him,
and in knowing Him that they will choose to follow Him
for the rest of their lives.

Monthly gathering
This is an open invitation to any parent/s of teens
who would like to gather in community once a month
to simply share life together.
Come and connect with other parents. The intent is
simply to listen and share about the experience of
raising teenagers.
The first gathering will be held at FPC on February
13th. We can break bread together at 5:30 PM at our
Wednesday night dinner & then we’ll gather in the
youth room. Let Juan know if you’re coming.

All-Church Lunch
On February 17th there will be an all-church soup
lunch immediately following worship. Plan on
coming downstairs for some good soup and
conversations around the table! Mark it on your
calendar now! All donations received will benefit
Crossroads youth ministries.

Mission Corner
We are supporting new missionaries, Elisha and Crystal
Stock. Elisha is the son of Paul and Pat Stock. We have
watched Elisha grow up on the mission field in Pakistan and
as a teen he became interested in flying.
Elisha and Crystal are with Sudan Interior Missions in
Uganda. With our JAARS connection, we have at times
helped purchase the type of planes he will be flying in and out
of the cities and jungles of Uganda.

Elisha & Crystal Stock with Sudan Interior Missions

As of September 2018 they were
moving to Arua, a small town in
NW Uganda. Arua is a hub for
missions agencies because of it’s
proximity to South Sudan &
Congo. Please pray for this young
couple.

Pray for these friends and
loved ones

Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Jake Wilson
Daniel Calvario
Madison Church
David Calcek
Drew McConville
Ryan McGrath
Peter & Leslie Coote
Edward Wagner

Tiffany Gardone
Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons
Bill Thomas
Elva Dee Wilson
Joan Huffman
Sue Cowell
Dick Bortz
George Nader

February Helpers
Nursery Helpers
3 Leo Christner
10 Ben Maxwell
17 Ethan Maxwell
24 Rachel Calvario

Ushers
Fred Zeth
Beth Zeth
Justin Bedilion
Brad Wentzel
Elliott Wentzel

Going Digital on Sunday Mornings
First Pres Going Digital on
Sunday Mornings
First Pres is now using the
YouVersion Bible App!
Update your YouVersion Bible App
to the newest version to use this new
feature our church has started
utilizing.
Find First Pres by searching “First
Presbyterian Church” under the
Events tab (which is located under
“More” on the home page) or select us from the map to follow along with
the sermon live during the service.
1. You can follow Pastor Bill’s sermon notes live during the service.
2. You can take your own notes.
3. You can see our announcements.
4. You can save the event to refer back to later.
If you have any questions or need help setting it up,
contact Becky Juliano.

February Birthdays

happy birthday to you!

Pray for the following
service personnel:

1 Pippa Moore
2 Karen Sukolsky
4 Adalynn Joy Sumpter
7 David R. Baily
Nelson H. Fox
Lee E. Robinson
8 Carole L. Barrett
Heidi K. Gottron
Riley Thomas McGrath
9 Rachel Baur
Eliza Grace Rach
11 Ewing McClelland
12 Dick S. Bortz
13 Nathan Thomas Ribar
14 Nicole Rae Baily
Douglas R. Brown
Cadence Philips
15 Holly Hildreth
Andrew Layton
16 Charles A. Berryhill
Valerie S. Cole
Mary M. Thompson
Bailey Thorn
17 Jordan Kathleen Shelestak
18 Judy B. Cook
19 D. A. Neubauer
20 Chatham Marie Knight
21 Tim A. Baily
Will R. Maxwell
22 Rachel Lynne Elsenheimer
23 Melody Fujimoto
24 Julia Lauren Camps
Janice E. Leaver
25 Lillian Marie Giles
Cara E. Rach
Wayne Zackal
27 Ryley Jacob Thorn
Maribeth Coote
28 Janet C. Nutter

First Presbyterian Church
169 West College St.,
P.O. Box 446
Waynesburg, PA 15370
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The mission of ECO is to
BUILD flourishing CHURCHES
that make disciples of
JESUS CHRIST

Bill Sukolsky
Pastor
bsukolsky@hotmail.com
412-913-9851

Juan Gallo
Director of Student Ministries
jsgallo19@gmail.com
954-696-5178

Becky Juliano
Director of Discipleship & Ministry
beckyannjuliano@gmail.com
518-788-8768

Tomé Custer
Director of Music & Children’s Ministries
tomelodies@gmail.com
724-998-3382

Sara Christner
Pianist
Nelson Fox
Organist

Maribeth Coote
Administrative Assistant
wbgprsby@windstream.net
724-627-6006

Ben R. McCracken
Treasurer

Patrecia Baily
Financial Secretary

Shelley McCracken
Financial Clerk

Vicki Cline
Custodian

