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On Sunday, January 14, during morning worship, we announced to the congregation that I
had been granted by our session a sabbatical - “a planned time of focus to strategically
disengage from regular and normal tasks so that ministry and mission may be viewed from
a new perspective.”1
Here, in question and answer form, is what I conveyed to those present at worship; I
thought it helpful and necessary to convey the same information to the rest of our
congregation’s partners and friends.
Why a sabbatical?
The past: The transition into ECO, for which I am very grateful, took more out of me than I
realized. I also have been engaged in pastoral ministry for over thirty-six years, and have
never done anything like this. After prayer and many conversations, I have concluded that an
extended time of reflection would be most helpful at this time. Our leadership has agreed.
The present: ECO polity strongly recommends that pastors be granted a time of sabbatical
every seven years. I have been pastor here since 2005, and did not take a sabbatical earlier.
The sabbatical will be a congregational response to this encouragement.
The future: It will provide time for extended reflection on our ministry since we transitioned
into ECO, and to experience renewed purpose and energy for ministry in the years ahead. It is
a way for me/us to take a step back in order for us to step forward as we serve Christ and His
kingdom in our community.
What will this entail?
Karen and I will be traveling and I will be taking time for personal study and renewal. I will
be attending some events, but this will be primarily a time of reflection and prayer. We will
be worshipping with other congregations in different parts of the country, and I plan on
meeting with a number of pastors.
It will also be a time of growth and opportunity for our congregation as numerous people
assume some different roles in our ministry. We are blessed with a wonderful staff, who will
continue leading us.
When will it take place?
I will be preaching on Sunday, June 3, and then returning on Monday, August 27. Most of
that time, I will be out of town and will be unavailable for pastoral ministry. There will be
short periods of time when I am home. However, per the direction of session, even then I am
to remain “strategically disengaged’ from our ministry with the only exception to be pastoral
care during death and bereavement.
How is this structured?
In line with ECO’s recommendations, I am taking 2 weeks of my vacation, 4 weeks of
accumulated study time, and 6 weeks of session granted sabbatical. My compensation will
continue as usual; the expenses for the time away are funded by my wife and me.
Who will take care of pastoral ministry, preaching, etc.?
A sabbatical team (Beth Calvario, Jeff McCracken, Katy Shultz, and Bill Wentzel) has been
meeting with me to identify who will be engaging in my usual tasks, as well as the ministry
needs and opportunities to be addressed during these three months. Our goal is to present a
detailed plan to session in March. Shortly afterward, that plan will be presented to the
congregation through numerous avenues of communication.
I realize that this is something I/we have not done before, and you may have questions or
concerns. Please feel free to contact team members about them – our desire is that this entire
experience be life-giving and changing for all of us as we continue to be and make disciples
of Jesus Christ.
Blessings- Bill
1 http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/ministers/rationale-sabbatical-leave/

Discipleship & Fellowship

Ash

Wednesday

by Becky Juliano
Ash Wednesday Gathering
Join us for our Ash Wednesday service on February 14th,
6:30 – 7:00 PM in the youth room downstairs
It will be a time of worship and prayer
with an opportunity to take communion.
Childcare will be provided.

Wednesday Night Dinners @ First Pres
Everyone is invited! Take
advantage of a cheap dinner
out with all your First Pres
friends and family! Enjoy a
delicious meal for just $3/
person and $2/child ($10
family max and university
students are $1). The meal will
be served starting at 5:30 PM.
If you have children in
Pathways, our after school program, your whole
family is welcome to stay for dinner. The menu for the
month (which is subject to change) is as follows:
February 7: Chicken Pot Pie
February 14: Lasagna
(with a veggie lasagna option)
February 21: Mexican chicken with rice
February 28: Pulled Pork

All-Church Soup Lunch
On February 18th there will be an all-church soup lunch
immediately following worship. Plan on coming
downstairs for some good soup and conversations
around the table! Mark it on your calendar now! All
donations received will benefit Crossroads youth
ministries.
This month approximately 30
Waynesburg University students will
join with thousands of other college
students from the area to learn how to
worship God with their whole lives at
the Jubilee Conference. The Jubilee
Conference is sponsored by the CCO
and is all about living faithfully in
every area of life. It’s a gathering of
thousands of college students
learning how to worship God with
their whole lives. This year’s theme,
“This Changes Everything” will

A Six-week Study
You

can live a deeper, more spiritual life right
where you are.
The heart of Christianity is transformation—
a relationship with God that impacts not just our
“spiritual lives,” but every aspect of living.
John Ortberg calls readers back
to the dynamic heartbeat of Christianity.
God’s power to bring change and growth
and reveals both the how and why of transformation.
Join us in the Assembly Room for this 6-week video
series on Sunday mornings at 9 AM beginning
February 18.
Contact Becky Juliano
(beckyannjuliano@gmail.com, 518-788-8768)
for more information.
challenge students in attendance to
live radically for the Kingdom.
Please pray for these students as we
prepare and go to the conference on
February 23-25. Also, thank you so
much for the wonderful support you
showed at the Jubilee lunch last
month. It is such a huge blessing to
be a part of such a generous church!
The money you donated will go
towards helping students attend this
conference.

Discipleship & Fellowship

by Becky Juliano
Bible Study: Univ. Students
Mondays 9:00–10:00 PM
We’ll walk through the Old Testament kids’ videos
(don’t be fooled, there’s substantial content in these
videos!).
We’ll see a big picture of the Bible.

If you want to start (or continue) reading more Scripture
this year, there are a variety of Bible reading plans
available. For anyone with a smart phone, I recommend
downloading the YouVersion app. It provides multiple
translations of the Bible to read as well as a very large
selection of reading plans and devotionals all for free.
If you prefer not to use your phone, several different
Bible reading plans are available at the church. You can
also email me (beckyannjuliano@gmail.com) and I can
send you digital copies. Let’s pursue Christ together and
spend time in His Word!

FMI: Becky Juliano
(518-788-8768, beckyannjuliano@gmail.com)

Discipleship Hour: Table Talk Discussions
Table Talk discussions are
happening Feb 4 & 11.
Groups consisting of 4-5
people that meet on Sunday
mornings during the
Discipleship hour to share
highlights from what they
have been reading in the
Bible throughout the week.
It will also be a space to
share stories as we seek to live
“questionable lives” through the BELLS Challenge
presented in December in our study of the book,
Surprise the World.

Vacation Bible School
Save the Date!!!
June 25– 29
FMI: Tomē Custer
724-998-3382
tomelodies@gmail.com

Table Talk discussions begin at 9 AM.
We will conclude by 10 AM and have time to share a cup
of coffee or tea with each other from 10 AM until
worship starts at 10:30 AM.
Contact Becky Juliano or Dave Baily
for more information.

Music & Children’s Ministry

by Tomē Custer

ADULTS
Praise Team
The First Pres Praise Team is looking for volunteers to
join our ministry! We are especially in need of guitarists,
but if you play guitar, drums, or keyboard, or you like to
sing, we'd be interested in hearing from you! We
rehearse Sunday mornings at 9 am, and participation is
not required every week.

Adult Handbell Choir
If you'd like to be part of a music ministry at First Pres
but you don't play an instrument or sing, the Handbell
Choir could be the right fit for you! This unique ministry
doesn't require any previous music experience or that you
be able to read music, only that you have a heart for
worshiping God! We rehearse on Thursdays from 6-7
pm, and ring for worship 1-2 times a month.

YOUTH
Youth Choir
The Youth Choir is open to all children, in pre-school
through eighth grade. The ages have recently been
expanded to include middle school so if your older child
would like to be involved, now is the time to join. We
rehearsal Sunday mornings at 10am, immediately
following the Discipleship Hour.

Youth Handbell Choir
The YHC is open to kids in first through eighth grade.
No music reading is required, though to be in the choir,
your child must be able to read relatively well. We
rehearse Sunday mornings immediately following
worship at 11:45 am and ring for worship once a month.
Please contact Tome Custer if you need any further
information on any of our music ensembles.

In between learning about who and what God is,
we celebrated the birthdays of two of our leaders,
Miss Rachel and Miss Bailey.

h
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Sun

5

Mon

10:00 am Fellowship Meeting

Every Sunday
9:00 am Discipleship Hour
For all ages
9:00 am Praise Team
10:00 am Youth Choir
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Youth Handbell

4
9 AM Table Talk

Tue

6
9:30 am Life Group

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session

7

Wed

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

1

Thu

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir
8

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir
15

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

14

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
6:30-7:00 pm
Ash Wed. Service

22

13
9:30 am Life Group

7:00-8:30 pm Webinar
“Raising Sexually Faithful
Kids”

21

ASH WEDNESDAY
(Lent begins)

20
9:30 am Life Group

6:00 pm Adult Handbell

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

3:15– 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner
27
9:30 am Life Group
6:30 pm Mission Team

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

8

7:00-8:30 pm Webinar
“Raising Sexually Faithful
Kids”

26

7:00-8:30 pm Webinar
“Raising Sexually Faithful
Kids”

7

6:00 pm Adult Handbell
Choir

1

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

3:15 to 5:30 pm Pathways
5:30 pm Wed. Night Dinner

28

5

6 9:30 am Life Group
6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session
7:00-8:30 pm Webinar
“Raising Sexually Faithful
Kids”

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

19

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

12

9:00– 10:00 pm
University Student Bible Study

Communion
11:45am
Annual Cong Meeting
4:00-6:00 pm Crossroads
Super Bowl Party

11
9 AM Table Talk
11:45 pm Deacon’s
Meeting

6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
18
9:00 am 6 week class

“The Life You’ve
Always wanted”
11:45 Soup Lunch
6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
25
9:00 am

“The Life You’ve
Always wanted”
6:00-8:00 pm Crossroads
4
9:00 am

“The Life You’ve
Always wanted”
Communion

9

2

17

10

3
6:00-8:00 pm
Crossroads
Mariokart8 Tournament
Youth room

Sat

16

24

Fri

23

10

3

JUBILEE 23,24 & 25

5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner

2

WU students
spring break begins

9

Crossroads Youth Ministry

When I was 13 years old my best friend invited me to
youth group. I had no idea what that even meant.
However, this being my best friend, I went.

by Juan Gallo

Four week webinar series for
parents of young children and teens

It was weird.
It was like nothing I had ever experienced before.
Still, I went back.
And then, after that, I went back again.

It’s tougher than ever to be both a kid and a parent today!
The world’s culture is continually pushing an anythinggoes sexuality on our children.

Looking back on it now, initially
there was only one thing that kept me coming back in
those early days: love.

Gospel Sexuality: Raising Sexually-Faithful Kids gives
you gospel-centered principles and practical help to
disciple your kids’ hearts and nurture their faith as they
face the sexual chaos of their world.

It was love that welcomed me;
it was love that accepted me;
it was love that embraced me.
“Three things will last forever
—faith, hope, and love—
and the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13
We have started out this year with a sermon series titled
“Next Level Faith”. Jesus doesn’t want us to be
benchwarmer Christians, He wants us to get in the game.
A “Next Level Faith” understands that God is calling us
to more. By studying the life and ministry of Jesus we
understand exactly what a “Next Level Faith” is. A “Next
Level Faith” starts with repentance and is focused
intensely and solely on the person of Jesus. Parents,
encourage your students to join us every Sunday to find
out more about living a “Next Level Faith”.
Juan S. Gallo
Director of Youth Ministry

T: 954-696-5178 E: jsgallo19@gmail.com

Part 1:
Part 2:
Part 3:
Part 4:

Discovering: Deeper than the Fruit
Talking:
Having the Sex Talk
Protecting: Navigating the Tech. Terrain
Walking:
Helping a Struggling Child

When:
Time:
Where:
Cost:

Tuesday nights (Feb 13, 20, 27, & Mar 6)
7:00-8:30pm
First Presbyterian Church of Waynesburg
Free (you just have to show up)

Please RSVP!
Juan Gallo, jsgallo19@gmail.com/954-696-5178
Child care and refreshments will be provided.
Contact Juan for additional info/questions

Pray for these friends and
loved ones

Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Edward Wagner
Jake Wilson
Brandon Brown
Daniel Calvario
Andrew Cowell
David Calcek,
Drew McConville
Ryan McGrath
Peter Coote

Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons
Mary Louise & John Rice
Bill Thomas

February Helpers
Nursery Helpers
4 Ethan Maxwell
11 Rachel Calvario
18 Grace Kalsey
25 Brianna Petitt

Ushers
Fred Zeth
Beth Zeth
Justin Bedilion
Brad Wentzel
Mitchell Wentzel
Elliott Wentzel

Children in
Worship
4 Eliza & Braydon
11 Brianna & Anatasia
18 Travis & Leo
25 Ethan & Joel

Going Digital on Sunday Mornings
First Pres Going Digital on
Sunday Mornings
First Pres is now using the
YouVersion Bible App!
Update your YouVersion Bible App
to the newest version to use this new
feature our church has started
utilizing.
Find First Pres by searching “First
Presbyterian Church” under the
Events tab (which is located under
“More” on the home page) or select us from the map to follow along with
the sermon live during the service.
1. You can follow Pastor Bill’s sermon notes live during the service.
2. You can take your own notes.
3. You can see our announcements.
4. You can save the event to refer back to later.
If you have any questions or need help setting it up,
contact Becky Juliano.

February Birthdays

happy birthday to you!

Pray for the following
service personnel:

1 Pippa Moore
2 Karen Sukolsky
4 Adalynn Joy Sumpter
7 David R. Baily
Nelson H. Fox
Lee E. Robinson
8 Carole L. Barrett
Heidi K. Gottron
Riley Thomas McGrath
9 Rachel Baur
Eliza Grace Rach
11 Ewing McClelland
12 Dick S. Bortz
13 Nathan Thomas Ribar
14 Nicole Rae Baily
Douglas R. Brown
Cadence Philips
15 Holly Hildreth
Andrew Layton
16 Charles A. Berryhill
Valerie S. Cole
Mary M. Thompson
Bailey Thorn
17 Jordan Kathleen Shelestak
18 Judy B. Cook
19 D. A. Neubauer
20 Chatham Marie Knight
21 Tim A. Baily
Will R. Maxwell
22 Rachel Lynne Elsenheimer
23 Melody Fujimoto
24 Julia Lauren Camps
Janice E. Leaver
25 Lillian Marie Giles
Cara E. Rach
Wayne Zackal
27 Ryley Jacob Thorn
28 Janet C. Nutter

First Presbyterian Church
169 West College St.,
P.O. Box 446
Waynesburg, PA 15370
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The mission of ECO is to
BUILD flourishing CHURCHES
that make disciples of
JESUS CHRIST

Bill Sukolsky
Pastor
bsukolsky@hotmail.com
412-913-9851

Juan Gallo
Director of Student Ministries
jsgallo19@gmail.com
954-696-5178

Becky Juliano
Director of Discipleship & Ministry
beckyannjuliano@gmail.com
518-788-8768

Tomé Custer
Director of Music & Children’s Ministries
tomelodies@gmail.com
724-998-3382

Sara Christner & Harrison Scott
Pianist
Nelson Fox
Organist

Maribeth Coote
Administrative Assistant
wbgprsby@windstream.net
724-627-6006

Ben R. McCracken
Treasurer

Patrecia Baily
Financial Secretary

Shelley McCracken
Financial Clerk

Vicki Cline
Custodian

