The Spire

From the Pastor

August 2019

For most of the summer, I have been preaching through the Ten Commandments –
disciplines of grace’ as Kent Hughes describes them.1 I have wrestled with their
meaning personally: how does God’s word shape me as a Christian man, husband,
father, and neighbor? I also have struggled with them pastorally: how do I proclaim
them faithfully and compassionately, and bring them to bear in my daily
conversations with others?
Earlier this summer, I found help in answering those questions through the words
and wisdom of Ray Ortlund. Though written to address pastors, I think what he says
will prove helpful to all of us, as I finish this series by the end of August. Ortlund2
wrote:
When I preach through the Ten Commandments, each sermon has four points,
because each commandment does four things at once.
First, each is revelation. Each one gives us an insight into the character of
God. For example, what kind of amazing Person would say to us, “You shall
not steal” (Ex. 20:15)? Only a just and generous Person who can be fully
trusted, who would never rob us or defraud us, who would never lie or cheat,
who would never hold out on us wrongly, who is not out for himself, who feels
no need and no appetite but only overflowing kindness and abundance. This is
Jesus.
Second, each is confrontation. Each one gives us an insight into our own
character. What kind of people need to be told, “You shall not steal”? People
who will be unfair to one another without even realizing it. We need to be
alerted to our own unjust and grasping impulses, which have a deep hold on
us. It’s hard but healing to realize this about ourselves, if we turn to Jesus for
gracious forgiveness and a new heart, which he gives freely to law-breakers
like us.
Third, each instruction. Each one charts for us a new path to walk, by God’s
grace. So “You shall not steal” guides us into the ways of generosity, fairness,
honesty, moderation, frugality, timely payments, wholehearted efforts, faithful
promises, and so forth. In this life, we can walk this path imperfectly but
visibly—not in order to earn God’s approval, but because in Jesus we have
freely received God’s approval.
Fourth, each is promise—because of the New Covenant. God promises that he
will write his law on our hearts. He will move each commandment from the
pages of the Bible down into the deepest instincts of our personalities
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8, 10). Thanks to the finished work of Christ on
the cross and the endless power of the Holy Spirit, we who are in Christ will
be so transformed in heaven above, at the core of our beings, that forever we
will be joyously surging with the life-giving generosity of the eighth
commandment. We will finally be like Jesus.
The commandments are the basis for Christ’s words to love the Lord and love the
neighbor – may He continue to equip us over this coming month, that we might live
faithfully for him.
See you Sunday - Bill
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Discipleship & Fellowship
Connect, our weekly time
of snacks and fellowship
after morning worship,
continues. Our hope is that
everyone will stop and
gather for a short time to
connect with each other or
meet new people on Sunday mornings. Connect is
happens outside on the front steps of the church, weather
permitting. Plan on lingering for a bit to chat and get to
know others at FPC.
Everyone is invited to come on
Sunday mornings during the
month of August at 9 AM for
encouraging conversations.
We’ll gather to talk about what we have been reading in
the Bible. It will also be a space to discuss ways we have
been reaching our friends and neighbors through prayer

by Becky Juliano
NOTE: There will not be Connect on August 25th, please
join us for the church picnic at the Kalsey’s property.
Also, I’m looking for people who would be willing to
bring a snack to share. There will be several people
bringing things each week, so don’t worry about feeding
the whole church. You can sign up by emailing me
(beckyannjuliano@gmail.com) or contacting the church
office (724-627-6006).

and hospitality. Childcare is not provided.
On Sunday, September 1st we’ll gather at 9 AM for a
light breakfast and to spend time praying for the
upcoming year at the church, the schools, and the
community.

We want to serve these students and their families by
helping them move into their residence halls.
Would you be willing to join me from 8 AM until about
11 AM on campus as we unload cars and take belongings
to the students’ rooms? You will be paid in gratitude
from the parents of students who can focus on other
aspects of leaving their precious kid at college.
Waynesburg University freshmen will be arriving on
Thursday, August 22nd.

Missional Living: Ministry to University Students
Our church is situated just beyond the Waynesburg University campus. Many students attend Sunday worship and/
or Wednesday dinners. We, as a church, and you, as an individual or family, have a great opportunity to
impact a student at a critical point in their life. There are a variety of ways to be involved in the lives of these
students. Here are a few ideas…







Pray for them. You can pray broad prayers but I encourage you to greet a student on a Sunday morning and get
their name and maybe even ask them for a prayer request so you can pray more specifically.
Show up for the Wednesday dinner at the church and eat a meal with them.
Serve behind the scenes. We are always in need of help in the kitchen for Wednesday dinners.
Invite a couple students to have lunch with you after Sunday worship.
Offer to let them use your washer and dryer to do laundry.
Bake cookies or other snacks and give it to a student on a Sunday morning and just say, “Thanks for
worshipping with us this morning!”

Furthermore, if you are interested in serving Waynesburg University students on a regular basis, please contact me
(bjuliano@ccojubilee.org). I’d love to mobilize a team of people with a vision for reaching the campus.

Discipleship & Fellowship

by Becky Juliano

Contact Becky (beckyannjuliano@gmail.com) or the
We’re going to celebrate the end of the summer with an
church office.
all-church potluck picnic on Sunday, August 25th at the
Kalsey property. The church will provide the main
 ANY TIME (before August 25):
course and the drinks, you can bring a side dish or dessert
 Provision of outdoor games (i.e. spike ball, corn
to share if you’re able. The picnic will run from noon to
hole, can jam, etc.)
4 PM.
 FRIDAY:
 Transportation of tables, chairs, and other supplies
The Kalsey property has plenty of space for everyone.
to the house
There’s a pool with a slide, separate large patio and deck  SATURDAY:
spaces with lots of places to relax both in and out of the
 Picnic set up
sun, a yard to play corn hole and other games, and an
 SUNDAY:
immaculately clean garage to serve and eat the meal.
 Game and/or activity facilitation during the picnic
(Everything except the pool is handicap accessible.)
(BINGO, corn hole tournament, Picnic Olympics)
 Table and chair tear down
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
 General clean up
1 PM: Potluck Lunch
2 PM: Intergenerational Church Picnic Olympics
3 PM: BINGO
3:45 PM: Concluding Worship

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of a L.I.F.E. Group and get connected with
others in the congregation this year! The groups are committed to L.I.F.E.





Learning God’s Word together
Interacting with God
Fellowship with one another
Extending ourselves to others

Start planning now by praying and finding a way to set aside time to commit to
a group (recognizing that it may be costly to find that space in your schedule).
Look for opportunities to sign up this month. You can also contact Becky Juliano (beckyannjuliano@gmail.com) or Dave Baily (dbaily@bailyagency.com)
about available opportunities or if you have any questions.

Crossroads Youth Ministry

Home Groups
Thursdays at 11am and 6pm (locations change so
please follow us on social media to stay up-to-date).
Bible studies are where we stay connected through
fellowship, prayer and study.

Community-Wide Teen Worship Night
August 18 from 6 -7:30 pm, location TBA. Join us as we
gather for a time of worship and prayer.
You don’t want to miss this event!

Crossroads Kick Off
Save the Date!
Sunday, September 8th

by Juan Gallo

Ultimate Frisbee
Every Tuesday from 6-8 pm at Purman Run. Everyone is
welcome, as we enjoy exercise and fun through
ultimate Frisbee.

Fall Trips
Trips for Crossroads are being planned for November.
Laurelville for both Middle & High Schoolers & the
Pittsburgh Project for High Schoolers. Sign up now!

If you have questions you can reach Juan at...

954-696-5178

jsgallo19@gmail.com
 or on social media.
See you soon!
Juan Gallo
Director of Youth Ministry

Music & Children’s Ministry

by Tomē Custer

We are having a ZOOFARI for our Pathways Kick-Off.
Pathways is an after school program that ministers to children K-5th. We meet
on Wednesday afternoons from 3:15 to 5:30 PM. Each week includes time for
snacks, homework, Bible lesson and games.
The goal is to provide an environment for our kids to grow in their relationship
with Jesus and to have a place where they can build friendships within the body
of Christ. In order to participate BOTH registration & permission slips are required as our children are to be bussed from WCES to the church. Forms are available via the church website after August 5, at the church, or by contacting Tome Custer, 724-998-3382.

ZOOFARI Pathways Kick-Off Wednesday, September 4, 3:15-5:30 PM
Special activities, games, snacks and take-home fun!

Fall Rehearsal Schedule Music Ensembles of FPC
Children’s Choir (Pre-K - 5th grade)
Sunday, 10:00 AM (resumes 9/8)

Praise Team
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Adult Handbell Choir
(high school - adult)
Thursday, 6:00 PM (resumes 9/5)

Youth Handbell Choir
(1st-12th; must be able to read)
Sunday, 11:45 AM (resumes 9/8)

T-shirts for sale
The church is selling t-shirts!
They are great to wear around town
and also to any place we may go as a
group to serve or show our support
for the community. Shirts are $15
each.
The small profit we make from the
shirt sales will be directed to our
Wednesday Dinner budget to support
that ministry to college students and
our congregation.

Look for order forms in the bulletin
soon or you can contact the church
office to place your order now.
All orders & payment must be
received by September 8th.

August Birthdays

Children's Christmas Play
Practices with Pre-schoolers will
be held on Sunday mornings in
November & December, during
Children in Worship.
Wednesday, December 18
6:30 PM
Open to all kids
Pre-K through 8th grade.
Most rehearsals will be during
Pathways in November.
(On those dates, Pathways will be
open to grades 6-8.)

To participate, a signed
permission slip (available at the
church, via the church's website,
or by contacting Tomē) must be
returned to by Wednesday,
October 17.

David Calcek
Drew McConville
Ryan McGrath
Peter & Leslie Coote
Edward Wagner

Pray for these friends and loved ones
Tiffany Gardone
Connie Teagarden
Ruth Mitchell
Marie Simmons
Bill Thomas

05
07
08
10
12
14
16
17

Pray for the following service personnel:
Casey Parsons
Jason Cowart
Jake Wilson
Daniel Calvario
Madison Church

01
03

Elva Dee Wilson
Joan Huffman
Sue Cowell
Dick Bortz
George Nader

18
19
20
22
23
26
27
28
29
31

Justin Bedilion
Chole Moore
Saryn Moore
Linda Bell
Ben T. McCracken
Angela Smith
Joel Baily
Joshua Baily
Isaac Mertz
Clifford Coburn
Ryan Tedrow
Linda Moore
Ben Maxwell
Ken McGowan
Jason Levine
Elissa McCracken
Tomē Custer
Jessica Harrison
Karl Baily
Anthony Gitto
Noah Giles
Cole Owen
Brenda Woods
Mark Oldham
Erin Kline
Norma Bell
Brenden Omicioli
Melanie Braga
Julia Triano
McAllister Cramer
Jonathon Bortz
Mary Walker
Ollie Fox

August Helpers
Nursery Helpers

Ushers

Children’s Message

4 Grace Kalsey
11 Brianna Pettit
18 Eleanor Cerra
25 Elliot Wentzel

Fred Zeth
Beth Zeth
Justin Bedillion
Brad Wentzel
Elliott Wentzel
Emma Bates

Karen Sukolsky
Josh Sumpter
Janice Baily
Craig Cerra

Remember
Worship time
will change from
10:00 am to 10:30 am
September 1st

August 2019

Sun
Every Sunday
9:00 am Praise Team
9:00 am Adult Discipleship
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am CONNECT

4

Communion
11:30 am Nominating
Team
11

18

11:30 am Deacon’s Meeting
6:00-7:30 pm
Community Wide Teen
Worship Night
25

Church Picnic
@ Kalsey’s
Noon-4PM

1

Communion
Worship Begins @ 10:30 am

Mon

5
GO to the Church Website
& sign kids up for
Pathways!!!
Permission slips are a must!
9 am–2 pm
Pie Baking
12

19

26

2

Tue

6
9:30 am Life Group

13
9:30 am Life Group

20
9:30 am Life Group

27
9:30 am Life Group

7:00 pm Mission Team
3
9:30 am Life Group

6:30 pm Stewardship
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Session

7

Wed

9 am–2 pm
Pie Baking
14

21

12:00 pm Worship Team

28

4
3:15 pm Pathways
KickOff!
5:30 pm Wed. Dinner

Thu
1
9am–2pm
Pie Baking
9:30-11:30 am & 6-8 pm
Women’s Bible Study
11am & 6pm
XR Home Gr.
8
PIES for PICK-UP
9:30-11:30 am & 6-8 pm
Women’s Bible Study
11 am & 6pm
XR Home Gr.
15
9:30-11:30 am & 6-8pm
Women’s Bible Study
11am & 6pm
XR Home Gr.
TBA Discipleship Team
22
11:00 am & 6pm
XR Home Gr
WU Freshman
Move In Day
TEXT Becky to help!
518-788-8768
29
11:00 am XR & 6pm
Home Gr

5

2

10

3

Sat

9

17

Fri

16

24 Make your food for the
picnic!!

TEXT Becky to help!
518-788-8768

23

Transport picnic supplies
to Kaley’s
TEXT Becky to help!
518-788-8768

31

Set up for Picnic

30

5:00 pm
Good Neighbor Dinner
6

7CROSSROADS
Kick Off is
TOMORROW!
& FPC T-shirt
Orders are due
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