
 

From the Pastor: 
 

August 2021 

  Through the month of August, and into early September, I will be preaching through the five chapters of 

1 Thessalonians, most likely one of the Apostle Paul’s earliest epistles in the New Testament. In that brief 

letter, Paul addresses everything from evangelism and community through the local church, to sexual 

morality, labor and work, and the reality of death as we wait for the return of our Lord Jesus. 

  In Michael Williams’ words, the letter’s theme is simple: “God empowers productive, godly lives as 

believers wait for the Lord’s return.”1 Paul’s words to them are especially helpful to us as we navigate 

what it means to “be and make disciples of Jesus in the everyday stuff of life.”  

  The concerns of the Thessalonians are echoed in our own struggles to live faithfully in the ordinary 

course of family and work, suffering and increasing cultural hostility. Paul’s call to renewed devotion and 

commitment to Jesus is one we need to hear if we are to stand firm against such temptations as these:  

• neglecting gathering together with God’s people, on Sundays and weekdays  

• dismissing the Scriptural teaching about our sexual behavior and vocations 

• ignoring Christ’s command to share his gospel with those around us 

• doubting his promises to care and keep us in the midst of hardship 

• mistreating others, in and outside of the church, with our words and actions. 

  Instead, Paul clearly and humbly reminds us of God’s goodness and kindness in drawing near to us in 

Christ, giving us hope as we wait for his return. To paraphrase Williams’ words: 

“Paul redirects our perspective back to the one who is life and who enables us to channel that life to 

others.”2 Here is the outline we will follow in the weeks ahead – you can prepare for worship each week 

by reading through the passages listed, or better yet, reading all five chapters at one sitting before you 

arrive on Sunday morning:  

Aug. 1  Acts 17:1-9 and 1 Thessalonians 1:1 

Aug. 8  1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 

Aug. 15 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 

Aug. 22 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 

Aug. 29 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

Sept. 5  1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 

Sept. 12 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 

  My longings for us as we work through these verses in this season of transition at FPC echo Paul’s as he 

pronounced these words to them:  

“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as 

ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the 

presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.3 … May God 

himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body 

be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he 

will do it.4” 
 
1 Michael Williams, How to Read the Bible through the Jesus Lens, p.210  2 Williams, p.212 

3 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 NIV84       4 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 NIV 84 

 

Please continue praying for our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), as they narrow their search for our 

new pastor, given my retirement later this year. The PNC consists of Dave Baily, Carole Barrett, Beth 

Calvario, Alaina Camps, Josh Dains, Nick Fox, and Chuck Harry; please pray that the Lord gives them 

discernment and wisdom, and that He will bring to us the person the Lord calls to lead us in the years 

ahead. 



L.I.F.E. Groups              

Discipleship & Fellowship                                   by Becky Juliano 

Sunday Adult Discipleship Hour:  Stories of the Persecuted Church  
Be a part of the Discipleship Hour that meets from 9 AM -9:45 AM on 

Sunday mornings this summer.  Our series on the persecuted church will 

continue through August.  We are seeking to deepen our commitment to 

Christ and the Great Commission through learning about and praying 

for the persecuted church around the world.  Each week we’ll hear a story 

about how God is sustaining and growing His church around the world and 

how that can impact our lives. 

Connect Continues 

Connect, our weekly time of snacks and fellowship after morning worship, 
continues.  Our hope is that everyone will stop and gather for a short time to 
connect with each other or meet new people on Sunday mornings.  Connect 
happens outside on the front steps of the church, weather permitting.   Plan on 
lingering for a bit to chat and get to know others at FPC.  NOTE:  There will not be 
Connect on August 29th; please join us at the church picnic at the Kalsey’s 
property. 
Also, I’m looking for people who would be willing to bring a snack to share.  

There will be several people bringing things each week, so don’t worry about feeding the whole church.  You can 
sign up by emailing me (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org) or contacting the church office (724-627-6006).   

New Church Directory - Church Center 
We want to be able to connect with each other so we’re working on a church 

directory.  The new directory will be an online directory through an app and 

website called Church Center.  It is part of a church management program 

that makes getting information about the church, groups, and people easier.  

It will also help our church body function better and the church staff care for 

you.   

We are asking anyone who would call First Pres their home church or 

church family to fill out a “Profile Form”.  The form gathers some basic 

information about you and your family that will help the church staff engage 

with you better.  Only church staff will have access to your information with 

the exception of the information you choose to share in the online church 

directory.  To be a part of our online church directory, you must be invited by a church staff member and once invited, 

you personally decide what information you want visible in the directory.  Church Center is well designed and has 

security practices and procedures in place to help keep our data safe.   

Please take two minutes to fill out your Profile Form.  If you would like to be an “early adopter”, you can download 

the Church Center app and start exploring.  We will be talking about Church Center on Sunday mornings, so stay 

tuned.  Also, please be patient and give us grace as we begin this transition together.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Becky Juliano (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org, 518-788-8768).   

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of a L.I.F.E. Group and get connected with others in the 

congregation this year!  The groups are committed to L.I.F.E. (Learning God’s Word to-

gether, Interacting with God, Fellowship with one another, and Extending ourselves to 

others).    Start planning now by praying and finding a way to set aside time to commit to a 

group (recognizing that it may be costly to find that space in your schedule).   Contact 

Becky Juliano (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org) about opportunities or if you have any questions.  

mailto:bjuliano@ccojubilee.org
https://firstpreswbg.churchcenter.com/people/forms/269577
mailto:bjuliano@ccojubilee.org


Our mission as a church is “inviting people to become and make disciples of Jesus Christ in the everyday stuff of 
life.” One of the great opportunities we have is inviting Waynesburg University students to become and grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Our church is situated just beyond the Waynesburg University campus. Many students attend 
Sunday worship and/or Wednesday dinners. We, as a church, and you, as an individual or family, have a great 
opportunity to impact a student at a critical point in their life. There are a variety of ways to be involved in the 
lives of these students. Here are a few ideas…  
 
• Pray for them. You can pray broad prayers but I encourage you to greet a student on a Sunday morning and get   

  their name and maybe even ask them for a prayer request so you can pray more specifically.  

• Show up for the Wednesday dinner at the church and eat a meal with them.  

• Serve behind the scenes. We are always in need of help in the kitchen for Wednesday dinners.  

• Invite a couple students to have lunch with you after Sunday worship.  

• Offer to let them use your washer and dryer to do laundry.  

• Bake cookies or other snacks and give it to a student on a Sunday morning and just say, “Thanks for 
worshipping with us this morning!”  
 
Furthermore, if you are interested in serving Waynesburg University students on a regular basis, please contact me 
(bjuliano@ccojubilee.org). I’d love to mobilize a team of people with a vision for reaching the campus.  

Missional Living:  Ministry to University Students             

End-of-Summer Church Picnic 

We’re going to celebrate being a church family with a potluck picnic on 
Sunday, August 29th. It will be a great afternoon, filled with good food and 
conversation, swimming, and other activities at the Kalsey property. The 
church will provide the main course and the drinks; you can bring a side dish 
or dessert to share if you’re able. The picnic celebration will run from 12:30 
PM to 3:30 PM.  
The Kalsey property has plenty of space for everyone. Bring your swimsuit 
and enjoy swimming in their heated pool. Enjoy conversations and food in 

the shade or sun of their patio (that involves no steps). Or get competitive playing corn hole or other yard games. 
Food and dining space will be available in their immaculately clean garage. Also, at 2 PM there will be BINGO (for 
all ages) with prizes for the winners.  
Finally, we would appreciate any help you are able to provide to make this event a success. Please take a look at the 
list below and let me know where you would like to be involved! You can sign up to help by emailing me at 
bjuliano@ccojubilee.org or calling the church office.  
 
Here are some of the jobs we need help with:  
• Transportation of tables, chairs, and other supplies to and from the house (Friday evening and/or Saturday morning 
 & Sunday afternoon)  

• Picnic set up on Saturday morning  

• Provision of outdoor games (i.e. spike ball, corn hole, can jam, etc.)  

• Table and chair tear down  

• General clean up  

Returning in September… Wednesday Night Dinners @ First Pres!!  

Our Wednesday Night Dinners will start again on September 1st.  After more than a year of not 
being able to gather, we are excited to be able to have meals together again.  Come enjoy a meal 
with your friends and church family for just $3/person and $2/child ($10 family max and 
university students are $1, if able).  The meal will be served at 5:30 PM.       
The menu for September 1st will be a taco bar with all the fixings! 
 

Please contact Becky Juliano (bjuliano@ccojubilee.org) if you are interested in helping in the 
kitchen on Wednesday nights.  Culinary expertise is not required!    

mailto:bjuliano@ccojubilee.org


Mission Corner 

Volunteer Opportunities for the Upcoming School Year: 
⚫ The WWJD Christian Center in West Waynesburg is in need of tutors for its after school program.   
   Contact: Cathie Carpenter, pastorcathie@yahoo.com 
 
⚫ Children's Bible Ministry of SWPA is in need of volunteers for the Bible Release activities.   
   Contact: CBM of SWPA, office@cbmswpa.org, 724-966-9157 

Music & Children’s Ministry                                     by Tomē Custer 

mailto:pastorcathie@yahoo.com
mailto:office@cbmswpa.org


Happy Birthday!                August 

Service Member    First Pres Family         Branch of Service 
Dan Baily        Bonnie Baily           Air National Guard 
Isaiah Baily      David & Jen Baily        Army National Guard 
David Calcek     Joe & Judy Cook        Air Force       
Madison Church    Bill & Chrissy Church     Army National Guard 
Peter & Leslie Coote  Jon & Maribeth Coote     Air Force  
Drew McConville   Brian Dukate           Navy  
Ryan McGrath     John & Carolyn McGrath    Air Force 

Connie Teagarden 
Marie Simmons  
Joan Huffman 

Sue Cowell 

Dick Bortz 

George Nader 

Our friends at home        Our service personnel      

Prayer 

Crossroads Youth Ministry                                      by Juan Gallo 

8/01 Justin Bedilion 
8/03 Saryn Moore, Chloe Moore, Linda Bell, 
          Ben McCracken 
8/05 Angela Smith 
8/07 Joel Baily, Joshua Baily, Isaac Mertz 
8/08 Ryan Tedrow 
8/10 Linda Moore, Benjamin Maxwell 
8/12 Ken McGowan 

8/14 Jason Levine 
8/16 Elissa McCracken 
8/17 Tomē Custer, Jessica Harrison 
8/18 Karl Baily 
8/19 Cristiano Gitto, Noah Giles 
8/20 Cole Owen 
8/22 Brenda Braun 
8/23 Mark Oldham, Erin Kline 

8/24 Ofelia Gallo 
8/26 Norma T. Bell 
8/27 Brendan Omicioli 
8/28 Melanie Braga, Julia Triano, 
          McAllister Cramer 
8/29 Jonathon Bortz 
8/31 Mary Walker, Ollie Fox 



Bill Sukolsky 
Pastor  
bsukolsky@hotmail.com 
412-913-9851 
 
Becky Juliano  
Director of Discipleship & Ministry 
bjuliano@ccojubilee.org 
518-788-8768 
 
Tomē Custer 
Director of Music & Children’s Ministries 
tomelodies@gmail.com 
724-998-3382 
 
Juan Gallo  
Director of Student Ministries 
jsgallo19@gmail.com 
954-696-5178 
 
 
 

Lisa Schleicher 
Administrative Assistant 
wbgprsby@windstream.net 
724-627-6006 
 
Vicki Cline 
Custodian 
 
Ben R. McCracken 
Treasurer 
 
Shelley McCracken 
Financial Clerk 
 
Patrecia Baily 
Financial Secretary 
 
Nelson Fox 
Organist 

The mission of ECO is to  

BUILD flourishing CHURCHES 

that make disciples of 

JESUS CHRIST 

First Presbyterian Church 
169 West College St., 
 P.O. Box 446 
Waynesburg, PA 15370 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


