
 

UNIT 35: THE GOD WHO GIVES HOPE 
Description: While Paul was in prison, he continued to write to the church 
and shared how Christians have hope even in difficult situations because 
Jesus is returning for His people one day.  
 
 

Key Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 
 
Big Picture Question: How do we live while waiting for Jesus to return? We remember God’s 
truth, grow in godliness, and spread the gospel.  

 
Unit 35, Session 1: Paul’s Letter to Philemon 
Key Passages: Philemon 8-22 
Main Truth: Paul told Philemon to forgive his 
servant as a Christian brother.  

Paul was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome 
when a man named Onesimus came to visit him. 
Onesimus was a slave who had run away from a 
wealthy man named Philemon. As it turned out, 
Paul was a friend of Philemon. So when Paul told 
Onesimus the good news about Jesus and 
Onesimus believed, Paul desired forgiveness and 
reconciliation between Onesimus and 
Philemon—now brothers in Christ. 

Paul wrote a letter for Onesimus to take to Philemon. The Book of Philemon is the letter written 
by Paul to Philemon. Though Onesimus had become dear to him and Paul wanted Onesimus 
to stay with him in Rome, Paul sent him back to Philemon with his letter. In the letter, Paul 
urged Philemon to forgive Onesimus and treat him as a fellow brother in Christ. Paul even 
offered to pay Onesimus’s debt for him. Though Paul could have used his authority as an 
apostle of Christ to force Philemon to do what he wanted, Paul instead appealed to him as a 
friend and a fellow believer. He urged Philemon to treat Onesimus as if he were Paul 
himself—with love and kindness. 

Paul’s letter serves as a reminder to us that everyone is equal before Jesus. People from 
completely different backgrounds—like Paul, a former Jewish leader; Onesimus, a runaway 
slave; and Philemon, a Gentile slave-owner—are brought together by the gospel under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. In light of God’s love for us, we can be loving, kind, and forgiving to 
our brothers and sisters in Christ for the glory of God. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

What does this story teach us 
about God and the gospel? 

What does this story teach us 
about ourselves? 

What are some wonderings you 
have about this story? 

How did Onesimus change after 
meeting Paul? 

Why is it sometimes hard to 
forgive those who have hurt us? 

Talk about a time when you 
were forgiven. How did it feel? 

 

Next Week: “Paul Gave Hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11) 
 
 


