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Psalm 97

HASHEM reigns, let the earth rejoice,
let the many islands be glad.Clouds
and darkness are all around Him.
Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of His throne.Fire goes
before Him and burns up His adver-
saries on every side.His lightning
lights up the world the earth sees and
trembles. The mountains melt like
wax at the presence of HASHEM, at
the presence of the Lord of all the
earth.The heavens declare His righ-
teousness, and all the peoples have
seen His glory. Let all who serve grav-
en images be ashamed who boast in
idols. Bow down before Him, all you
gods! Zion hears and is glad, and the
daughters of Judah rejoice, because of
Your judgments, HASHEM. For
You, HASHEM, are Elyon above all
the earth. You are exalted far above
all gods.You who love HASHEM, hate
evil! He watches over the souls of His
godly ones. He delivers them out of
the hand of the wicked. Light is sown
for the righteous and gladness for the
upright in heart. Rejoice in HASHEM,
you righteous ones, and praise His
holy Name.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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The blessing….Dt. 11:27 In R’ Munk’s commentary he states that Sfas
Emes teaches that there is a special blessing to thank HaShem for the gift
of free will, which distinguishes man from all other creatures. This is the
blessing “Who gave the heart understanding to distinguish between day
and night” (siddur page 19). We are not like the animals nor are we like the
angels. We have the gift of choice. We can choose to follow HaShem or
not; we can choose life or death. Through this gift, we merit salvation.
Through the gift of choice we enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

It is well known that HaShem is full of mercy and grace. However,
that is never more evident than when we read what the Sages taught
regarding G-d’s view of the gentiles. As Chullin 13b says, “Inhabitants of
foreign lands are not considered idolaters in the sense of rebellion against
HaShem as they are merely following the traditions of their fathers.” This
teaches us that HaShem judges us based upon what we know.

Parashah Re’eh begins by teaching us there are such things as blessings
and curses. Whether we receive a “blessing” verses a “curse” depends on
our choice. A blessing is an act of grace, giving us something we don’t
deserve. The Kehot Chumash points out that a curse is an act of mercy,
helping us to improve our ways.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“R. Akiva says: If the saving of a life overrides the sacrificial service,
which overrides the Sabbath, how much more so does the saving of a life
override the Sabbath!...R. Shimon b. Menassia says "And you shall keep

the Sabbath, for it is holy to you" Sabbath is given to you and you are not
given (i.e., "surrendered") to the Sabbath.”

Melchilta d’Rabbi Yishmael 31:13

Parashah Re’eh Devarim 11:26-16:17
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A Spark
Of Mussar

For HaShem your G-d, is testing you to know…Dt. 13:4 The word for
“testing” also means “elevating”. Therefore, the verse can mean “G-d is
testing you in order to elevate you.” The Kehot Chumash commentary to
this verse indicates that the purpose of a test is to draw use closer to
HaShem.

Devarim 13 is a critically important chapter of Torah. Through it we
learn the path of HaShem (i.e. the Torah) can never change regardless of
the message, messenger, or evidence of miracles. Moreover we learn that
the only reliable evidence of a true prophet is his fidelity to the Law of
Moses. As Rabbi Munk says, “One must choose either to acknowledge
HaShem and thereby admit there is but one path, or to claim that there can
be a new direction in the teachings, which is quite simply incompatible with
the most elementary notions of our knowledge of HaShem.”

And to Him shall you cleave….Dt. 13:5 The word “cleave” has the same
root as the word d’veikut which means “continued closeness to HaShem”
(R’Munk). Ohr HaGanuz states that when we perform mitzvot or study the
Torah we become a throne for the Shekinah of HaShem. Why? Because we
become like the Ark of the Covenant filled with Torah. This was the place
where the Shekinah would rest, the Throne of HaShem.
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A Mikvah Moment
“It is a mitzvah for every man to immerse in a mikvah on erev Yom

Kippur, to purify himself…and also as an element of repentance, just as
a convert is required to immerse in a mikvah. Therefore, even boys and

girls should immerse themselves in a Mikvah. .” Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 131:6

~ R’Yeruchem Levovitz

An Inspirational
Story

Reb Simcha Bunem took sever-
al Hasidim with him and left on a jour-
ney. The sky had already turned to dusk
by the time they arrived at their destina-
tion. Because the town had no inn, Reb
Simcha Bunem ordered his coachman to
stop at the first cottage. He knocked at
the door and was invited in along with
his students. When they asked whether
they could join their host for dinner, the
man replied that he had no dairy food
and could offer them only a meat meal.
 Instantly, the Hasidim bom-
barded the man with questions about his
level of kashrut. “Who was the
shochet?” They demanded to know.
“Were the animal’s lungs free of even
the smallest blemish, and was the meat
salted sufficiently to draw out all traces
of blood, as was required by law?” The
interrogation would have continued had
not a commanding voice called out to
them from the back of the cottage.
 They turned to see an old beg-
gar siting near the hearth smoking a pipe.
“My dear Hasidim,” the beggar said.
“With regard to what goes into your
mouths, you are scrupulous. Yet, regard-
ing what comes out of your mouths, you
make no inquiries at all!”
 When Reb Simcha Bunem
heard these words, he knew the reason
for this journey and the lesson to be
learned. He nodded to the beggar,
thanked the owner of the cottage and
returned home with his talmidim. ~
Hasidic Tales

A Kosher Tongue

“The test of  a person’sspirituality
 is how heTreats other people.”


