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 Psalm 66
Sing to HaShem, all the earth! Sing of his glo-
rious name! Tell the world how wonderful he
is. How awe-inspiring are your deeds, O G-d!
How great your power! No wonder your ene-
mies surrender!  All the earth shall worship
you and sing of your glories.  Come, see the
glorious things G-d has done. What marvel-
ous miracles happen to his people! He made a
dry road through the sea for them. They went
across on foot. What excitement and joy there
was that day! Because of his great power he
rules forever. He watches every movement of
the nations. O rebel lands, he will deflate your
pride. Let everyone bless G-d and sing his
praises; for he holds our lives in his hands,
and he holds our feet to the path.  You have
purified us with fire, O HaShem, like silver in
a crucible. You captured us in your net and
laid great burdens on our backs. You sent
troops to ride across our broken bodies. We
went through fire and flood. But in the end,
you brought us into wealth and great abun-
dance. Now I have come to your Temple with
burnt offerings to pay my vows. For when I
was in trouble, I promised you many offer-
ings.  That is why I am bringing you these fat
male goats, rams, and calves. The smoke of
their sacrifice shall rise before you. Come and
hear, all of you who reverence HaShem, and I
will tell you what he did for me:  For I cried
to him for help with praises ready on my
tongue.  He would not have listened if I had
not confessed my sins.  But he listened! He
heard my prayer! He paid attention to it!
Blessed be G-d, who didn't turn away when I
was praying and didn't refuse me his kindness
and love.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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He did not remove the pillar of cloud...Ex. 13:22 Even after the greivious sin
with the Golden Calf, HaShem did not remove His cloud of grace and
protection. Nehemiah points out this amazing act of mercy in Neh. 9:12-
19, “You led them with a pillar of cloud by day and with a pillar of fire by night to illuminate for them
the way they were to go...But they, our ancestors, became arrogant. They stiffened their neck and did not
obey Your mitzvot.  They refused to obey and did not remember Your wonders that You did among them.
Instead, they became stiff-necked and in their rebellion, appointed a leader in order to return to their
bondage. But You are a G-d of forgiveness, merciful and compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in
love. Therefore You did not abandon them, even when they made a cast image of a calf for themselves and
said, ‘This is your god who brought you up from Egypt!’ or when they committed great blasphemies. Yet
in Your great compassion You did not abandon them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud by day did not
depart from above them, guiding them in the way, nor the pillar of fire by night, illuminating the way they
should go.” R” Munk mentions that Onkelos used this as a proof of G-d’s
love for Israel when conviencing pagans to convert.

HaShem will fight on your behalf…Ex. 14:14 Rabbeinu Bachya brings down
that it is well known that HaShem fights was battles with His attribute of
justice but here the Name “HaShem” is used to indicate that the battle is
being fought with His attribute of Mercy. This is to teach us that our salvation
from death (the Egyptian army) was an act of Divine Mercy as opposed to
something we merited.

Speak firmly to the Children of Israel and they will march forward…Ex. 14:15
The sea parted only when we took a step of faith forward.

א

Psalm of
The Parashah

“ Furthermore, R. Hiyya b. Rav of Difti taught: R. Joshua b. Korha said: Anyone who
hides his eye from tzedakah is like one who worships idols, for here it is written,

“Beware that there be not a base thought in your heart” (Deuteronomy 15:9) etc.
and there it is written, “Certain base fellows have gone out” (Deuteronomy 13:14)–

just as there [the crime is that of] idolatry, so here it is idolatry.” Ketubot 68a

Parashah Beshalach Exodus 13:17-17:16
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A Spark
Of Mussar

And the water split…Ex. 14:21 Rashi brings down that all of the waters of
the earth split when the Red Sea parted, to include even the smallest pond.
Rabbi Munk shares Maharal’s comments that when Israel crossed the Red
Sea they were transported beyond the realm of nature. Israel was now
“beyond” the laws of nature.

For the Egyptians whom you have seen today you will never see again…Ex. 14:13
This statement is viewed not only as an assurance, but also as a
commandment: It is forbidden for Jews to settle in Egypt; we are only
allowed to visit there for the sake of business. Rabbi Yitzchak Luria explains
the reason for the prohibition to travel to Egypt as follows: Every journey
we take—indeed, everything we do—must serve some Godly purpose.
There are "sparks" of holiness scattered throughout the entire world; our
mission is to return them to their source by utilizing our physical
surroundings to fulfill God's plan for reality. When the Jewish people left
Egypt, they took everything that could be elevated out along with them;
Egypt was totally emptied of its holy sparks.27 Therefore, since there is no
mission left to be accomplished in Egypt, it is indeed forbidden for Jews to
travel there, since everything that a Jew does must have a purpose.

It has been said that the three meals of Shabbat (Erev, oneg, and third
meal) correspond to the three stages of universal history: Creation,
Revelation, and Redemption.

A Mikvah Moment
“In the absence of a mikvah it is quite permissible to use a river, provided it

is not the kind of river which dries up entirely in the summer because it is
fed entirely by rain water. (See Yore Deah 201, #2, the note of Isserles.)

Also, the ocean or any lake fed by streams (see m. Mikvoth V,4. Also,
commentary of Tosfos Yomtov to m. Parah VIII 8. Also, Sefer Ha-Eshkol
50, #8, the teshuva of Natronai). In all these cases there must be enough

water at the bathing for complete immersion. To which Dr. Jung adds: The
bathing suit worn by the woman must be wide enough to allow the water

unimpeded to reach every part of the skin. ” A Responsa ~  Hillel Pirkei Avot,  contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

The Trade of Service

Rabbi Yitzhak of Vorki told this story:
“Once when I was traveling with Rabbi
David Lelov, of blesses memory, we
arrived in the little town of Elkish
about an hour past midnight. Rabbi
David did not want to wake anyone, so
we went to Rabbi Berish, the baker. He
was standing at his oven and doing his
work. When we entered I saw his face
cloud over because we had found him
working. ‘Oh,’ said Rabbi David, ‘if
only G-d let me earn my bread by the
work of my hands! The truth of the
matter is that everyone in Israel has an
inner urge he himself does not know
of. What he wants is to work for his
fellow men. Everyone who plies a
trade, the cobbler, the tailor, or the
baker, takes money in return for his
work only that he may live and
continue to work for his fellow men.’
While Rabbi David was speaking, I saw
the baker’s face clear and grow brighter
and brighter.”

“Be like the disciples ofAaron ,loving peace and

pursuing peace ,loving

mankind and drawing them close to the

Torah.”
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