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Shabbat Table Sparks
Igniting Torah Learning at the Sabbath Table
By Rabbi Mordecai Griffin

שבת שולחן ניצוצות

Numbers 22:2–25:9

Balak, the king of Moab, sends emissaries to bring the prophet Balaam to curse the people of Israel. HaShem
initially tells Balaam not to go but, eventually relents. On the way to Balak, Balaam encounters the Angel of
HaShem on the road but can not see him. His donkey can see the Angel, however, and attempts to avoid
Him.  When Balak beats the donkey, she speaks to him. The Angel sends Balaam on his way with
instructions only to speak what HaShem actually says. Three times, from three different vantage points,
Balaam attempts to pronounce his curses. In each attempt, his mouth speaks blessings instead. Balaam also
prophesied concerning the end of the days and the coming of Moshiach.

The people fall prey to the advancements of the daughters of Moab. They worship the idol Peor. When a
high-ranking Israelite official publicly takes a Midianite princess into a tent, Pinchas kills them both, stopping
a plague raging among the people.

1.) Balak son of Zippor, king if Moab.….22:10 Rabbi Monk comments to this verse, “According to the
Zohar, Balak was a grandson of Jethro, who was called Zippor [bird] and hence named one of his
daughters [who became Moses’ wife] Zipporah. Balak was the only one in the family who did not
convert to monotheism, but remained an idol-worshipper.” Ruth would eventually come from Balak.

2.) And now, you, too, stay here for the night, and I shall know what more HaShem shall speak with me…22:19
HaShem had already given Balaam his answer for Balak, “You shall not go with them….” (Vs. 12).
Yet, he returns to HaShem a second time to ask whether or not he should go with Balak’s emissaries.

3.) HaShem, his G-d, is with him and the friendship of the King is in him….23:21 The Midrash Rabbah 20:20
points out that the word for “friendship” is the Hebrew teruah. Teruah is the word used for the blast of
the shofar. Targum Yonasan says that this is the shofar of Rosh HaShanah insinuating that Messiah is
accompanied by King Messiah (as symbolized by the shofar that crowns the King on Rosh HaShanah).
Ramban and Ibn Ezra interprets this to mean that the “shout” of the King in in their camp (Teruah
literally means shout), meaning that HaShem will over power their enemies with the “roar” of His voice.
Revelation 4:1 says, “And the first voice, which I had heard speaking with me like a shofar, said…”
indicating that the voice of G-d is like the sound of the shofar.
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4.) He perceived no iniquity in Jacob 22:21…We know that Israel was not sinless, so what does this verse mean?
The Midrash Rabbah states that HaShem does not focus on the sins that are in their possession but focuses
only on their merits. The INSIGHTS to that section says, “Indeed, because of G-d’s love, He does not focus
on our faults but rather on what we value most. Love will cover over all offenses (Proverbs 10:12).”

5.) Look! A people that rise like an awesome lion…23:24 How do the Jewish people rise like an awesome lion?
Rashi writes that this means the Jewish people arise each morning with the vigor of a lion taking hold of
mitzvot and service to HaShem. Our verse concludes by saying “It does not lie down until it eats its prey…”.
Midrash Rabbah 20:20 states that this means that demons are “consumed” when we say the bedtime Shema.
Moreover, we have night Angels that guard us when we say the nighttime Shema which are exchanged for a
day guard of Angels when we recite the Shema in the morning.

6.) A star will shoot forth from Jacob 24:17….Rambam and others believe that this is a reference to Moshiach.
The Ba’al Shem Tov taught that we too are “stars” in as much as we contain within ourselves the “spark” of
Messiah. Thus, each Jew can “shoot forth” into the world and help to bring the redemption and Tikkun
Olam. Yeshua HaMoshiach implied this when He said, “Whoever believes in me will do the works I have
been doing…” Yochanan 14:12

7.) Israel settled in Shittim…25:1 Rabbi Yehoshua (Sanhedrin 106a) comments that the word Shittim is related to
the word Sh’tut which mean “insanity”. As a result, the Sages have taught that one only sins because a spirit
of insanity comes upon him. Literally, it is crazy to sin!


