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A Celebration of Freedom

ohrmnn hh ubthmuv sh ezjc hf
“...with a strong hand HaShem
brought us out of Egypt.” Exodus 13:16
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okugv lkn ubhvkt hh v,t lurc
vguahv lrs ,t ubk i,b rat
int tuv lurc guah jhanc
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha’olam, asher natan
lanu et derekh ha-yeshua bameshiach Yeshua, baruch hu.
Amen.
Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who gave
to us the way of salvation, through the Messiah Yeshua, blessed be
He. Amen.
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“The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I
see the blood, I will pass over you... "This is a day you are to commemorate;
for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to HaShem
-a lasting ordinance.” Exodus 12:13,14
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Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei pri hagafen.

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the
fruit of the vine.
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The seder is now concluded in accordance with its laws, with all its ordinances and statues. Just as we were privileged to arrange it, so may we merit
to perform it. O Pure One, Who dwells on high, raise up the countless congregation, soon guide the offshoot of Your plants - redeemed - to Zion
with glad song. Bring Moshiach Yeshua speedily and soon for a second time
that we might see Your return to Zion in compassion. May our eyes behold
the coming of Yeshua and the rebuilding of the Besi HaMikdash. May it be
Your will, O HaShem Our God, that we celebrate this seder....

Next Year in Jerusalem!
Some have the custom to recite Shir HaShirim after the seder
Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev once saw a Jew accidentally drop his
tefillin. Aghast, the man quickly picked it up, dusted it off, kissed it and
returned them to their proper place. Rav Yitzchak stopped and looked
up to heaven, “HaShem, see how a simple Jew treats his tefillin? What
about Your tefillin? HaShem, Your nation is in exile. We are lying on
the floor in disgrace as the nations of the worlds trample us underfoot.
Have mercy upon us, pick us up, dust us off, kiss us and return us to
our proper place. (Likutei Kedushas HaLevi, p. 204)
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~ Seder Night. The most majestic of nights, the most
memorable of nights; the night that is different from all other nights! The
table is set with the finest china, crystal and silver. The aroma of familiar
Pesach cuisine saturates the air. The elements of the seder are arranged on
the special plate ready for the family to experience the story of the Passover, to
internalize its lessons and to come, once again, to the realization that “once
we were slaves but now we are free”!
~ The word Haggadah means "the
telling". The most important mitzvah of the Passover is to tell the story; the
story of slavery, miracles and redemption all by HaShem’s hand. It is
important that we are reminded of HaShem’s great love for us and our
responsibility to serve Him. As Jews we tell the story of the Passover by
employing all of our senses in a ceremonial meal called a seder. This is how
we experience the miracle of the Exodus year after year.
~ A festival of faith. The story of the Exodus is
the most important story in the scripture, even greater than the revelation of
Yeshua as the Messiah. Why? Because without the picture of the Exodus, we
would not know what redemption looks like. HaShem considers the story so
central to our emunah (faith) that we are commanded to remember the
Exodus every day. Many mitzvot that we perform (birkat hamazon, kiddush,
tefillin) all remind us that when we were helpless to save ourselves, HaShem
came to set us free. Aside from that important point, Passover was and is a
shadow of what is to come. Passover is like the dress rehearsal dinner of a
wedding. It is a type and shadow of the celebration feast that will occur at the
return of Messiah. Passover points to Yeshua our Messiah; our Passover
Lamb. Indeed, Yeshua means salvation in Hebrew. To celebrate Passover is
to remind us of His salvation and to teach our children of His faithfulness,
lest we forget from what we have been redeemed and to Whom we belong.
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for His kindness endures forever,
who led His people through the desert,

~ Yom tov (a holy day) is a Shabbat and the
core attribute of Shabbat is shalom (peace). The Gemara (Gittin 52a) teaches
that each week, on the eve of the weekly Sabbath, hasatan, cursed be he,
would come and ignite a quarrel between two Jews. Why does hasatan wish
to disrupt the Sabbath? Because the Shabbat is “me’ein Olam Haba” - a
foretaste of the World to Come! It is our opportunity to enter into the
Messianic era and relish in its glory and blessing. It is also an opportunity for
the enemy of our souls to realize that his final end is defeat. Shalom will reign
supreme on the earth! This is why hasatan seeks to bring discord on erev
Shabbat and erev Yom Tov. He wishes to prevent us from entering the
Kingdom of Moshiach.
There is much to do in order to prepare for the Sabbaths. The food
must be prepared, tables set, children bathed, house cleaned and preparation
for guests completed. The accuser wants so much for us to enter the Sabbath
angery, frustrated, rushed, tired, annoyed and in strife. God forbid that we
should come to resent the very day itself! Knowing that this is the trick of
hasatan, we can make every effort to avoid stress and focus on simcha. We
can set the table early, clean the day before and, most important, remind
ourselves of what the shabbat is all about: shalom.

~ The Torah uses the word mo’ed to describe the
festival days. In English we say “feast” which implies eating and drinking in
a festive manner. Certainly food, drink and joy are hallmarks of the biblical
festivals but not always. For instance, Yom Kippur is a complete fast and yet
it is still a mo’ed. There must be a deeper meaning to the word.
Mo’ed means an appointed time. It is a sanctified moment on the
calendar in which we are commanded, invited and beckoned to have a
meeting with HaShem. The Maharal (Chiddushei Aggadot, Makkot 23a)
posits that the word means “meeting place”. He draws his interpretation
from Exodus 25:22 v’nodati lecha sham “It is there that I will set my
meetings with you”. This verse uses the root of mo’ed to speak about the
Holy of Holies and the place of the Ark of the Covenant. It is there that the
Kohen Gadol would meet with HaShem. The term implies then that we may
connect with HaShem on a similar level as the Kohen Gadol when we
“enter” the mo’ed. Each Yamim Tovim offers us an opportunity to connect
with HaShem in a unique way. Passover is a connection of emunah and
bitachon. Sukkot is a connection of simcha. Shavuot is through Torah and
the High Holidays through teshuvah. The key is not to miss the appointment.
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for His kindness endures forever,
who struck down great kings,
for His kindness endures forever,
and slew mighty kings,
for His kindness endures forever,
Sihon, king of the Amorites,
for His kindness endures forever,
and Og, king of Bashan,
for His kindness endures forever,
and gave their land for an inheritance,
for His kindness endures forever,
an inheritance for Israel His servant,
for His kindness endures forever.
He remembered us in our lowly estate,
for His kindness endures forever,
and separated between us and He delivered us from our adversaries,
for His kindness endures forever,
who gives food to all flesh,
for His kindness endures forever.
Praise the God of heaven,
for His kindness endures forever!

The soul of every living thing shall bless the Name of the Holy One! He
Who abides forever shall be eternally exalted; may His Name be praised
forever by those He has redeemed. For He is the great King of kings! May
the Name of His anointed, Yeshua HaMoshiach, be magnified and glorified! To Him Who sits on the Throne, and unto the Lamb, be blessing and
honor and glory and dominion forever and ever! Amein.
Some recite the following declaration before drinking the fourth cup

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah of drinking the fourth
of the Four Cups. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed be
He, and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the
name of Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God, be
upon us, and may He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may He
establish.
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Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Hoshia-na! Please, HaShem, save now!
We beseech You, HaShem, prosper us! Baruch haba b’Shem HaShemBlessed is He who comes in the Name of HaShem. We bless you from the
House of HaShem. HaShem is God, and He has given us light. Join the festival with branches, up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I
praise You. You are my God - I exalt You! Praise HaShem, for He is good,
for His kindness endures forever.
Pesachim 118a calls Psalm 136 the Hallel Gadol, the “Great Praise”,
because we offer up to HaKadosh Baruch Hu the ultimate praise - the
praise of Him being the Master Creator enthroned above the heavens!
There are also 26 verses which is the gematria of the Divine Name.
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“For a seven day period shall you eat matzot, but on
the previous day you shall nullify the leaven from
your homes; for anyone who eats leavened food - that
soul shall be cut off from Israel, from the first day to
the seventh day.” Shemot 12:15

The search for chametz begins on the 14th of Nissan, the erev preceding the
Pesach seder. According to halacha, all chametz should be removed from the
house and destroyed by 10:00am on the morning of the 14th.
The declaration of intent before searching for chametz:

Praise Adonai, for He is good,
for His kindness endures forever.
Praise the God of gods,
for His kindness endures forever.
Praise the Lord of lords,
for His kindness endures forever,
who alone did great wonders,
for His kindness endures forever,

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the positive and negative mitzvot
of searching for chametz. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One,
Blessed be He, and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the name of Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai,
Our God, be upon us, and may He establish our handiwork for us; our
handiwork may He establish.

who made the heavens by wisdom,
for His kindness endures forever,
who spread the earth on the waters,
for His kindness endures forever,
who made great lights,
for His kindness endures forever
the sun to rule by day,
for His kindness endures forever,
the moon and stars to rule by night,
for His kindness endures forever,
who struck Egypt in their firstborn,
for His kindness endures forever,
and led out Israel from among them,
for His kindness endures forever,
with a strong hand and outstretched arm,
for His kindness endures forever,
who cut the Sea of Reeds into parts,
for His kindness endures forever,
and made Israel pass through the midst of it,
for His kindness endures forever,
but hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Sea of Reeds,
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Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, asher kideshanu, b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu al biur chametz.
Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who has sanctified us by His commandments, and commanded us concerning the removal
of chametz.
After the search the chametz is bundled and set aside for burning. The following declaration
is spoken:

Any chametz which is in my possession which I did not see, and remove, nor
know about, shall be nullified and become ownerless, like the dust of the
earth.
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The following is a customary declaration of intent spoken before one burn’s the chametz on
the morning of the 14th:

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the positive and negative mitzvot
of burning chametz. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed
be He, and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in
the name of Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God,
be upon us, and may He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may
He establish.
Any chametz which is in my possession which I did not see, and remove, nor
know about, shall be nullified and become ownerless, like the dust of the
earth.

Lighting candles for Yom tov and Shabbat is a very special mitzvah
for women and it is not limited to age. In fact, very often a Mother will set
up a set of candles for both her and her daughter(s) and they will light their
lights together.
Why do women light the candles? The human soul is likened to a
candle (Proverbs 20:27). Since women bring these holy flames into the
world, they are given the mitzvah of lighting. In addition, Moshiach Yeshua
- the Light of the World - came through a woman. On a deeper level, Chava
was the one who initially ate of the forbidden tree in Gan Eden. As a result,
death entered the world and the primordial light of Torah was extinguished.
When women kindle the Sabbath and Yom Tov lights, they are helping to
bring tikkun to the sin that their mother , Chava, initiated in the garden.
In addition, Rambam in Hilchot Shabbat 30:5 suggests that the
candles are lit in order to honor the day and impart kevod (holiness). The
Shulchan Aruch 263:1 states that the presence of these special lights
promotes oneg (joy). Finally, in the Talmud (Shabbos 25b) we are told that
the soft lights illuminate the home and usher in shalom bayit (peace in the
home). May it be HaShem’s will that holiness, joy and shalom fill our homes
as the lights of Yom tov are kindled.
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feet from stumbling, that I may walk before HaShem in the land of the
living. I trusted in HaShem when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”; in my
alarm I said, “Everyone is a liar.” What shall I return to HaShem for all his
goodness to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the Name of
HaShem. I will fulfill my vows to HaShem in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of HaShem is the death of his faithful servants. Truly I
am your servant, HaShem; I serve you just as my mother did; You have
freed me from my chains. I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on
the Name of HaShem. I will fulfill my vows to HaShem in the presence of
all his people, in the courts of the house of HaShem - in Your midst,
Jerusalem. Praise HaShem.

Praise HaShem, all you nations! Glorify Him, all you peoples. For great is
His loving kindness toward us, and HaShem’s truth endures forever.
Halleluyah!

Praise HaShem, for He is good. For His kindness endures forever.
O let Israel say: For His kindness endures forever.
O let the house of Aaron say: For His kindness endures forever.
O let those who fear HaShem say: For His kindness endures forever.
Out of a tight place I called on HaShem - HaShem answered me with a spacious place. HaShem is for me - I will not fear! What can man do to me?
HaShem is for me, as my helper. I will see the downfall of those who hate
me. It is better to take refuge in HaShem than to trust in man. It is better to
take refuge in HaShem than to trust in princes. All nations surrounded me in the Name of HaShem I cut them off. They surrounded me, yes, all
around me - in the Name of HaShem I cut them off. They swarmed around
me like bees, they were extinguished like burning thorns - in the Name of
HaShem I cut them off. You pushed me hard to make me fall, but HaShem
helped me. HaShem is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory are in the tents of the righteous: “HaShem’s
right hand is mighty! HaShem’s right hand is lifted high! HaShem’s right
hand is mighty!” I will not die, but live, and proclaim what HaShem has
done! HaShem has chastened me hard, but has not given me over to death.
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and
praise HaShem. This is the gate of HaShem - the righteous will enter
through it. I give You thanks, because You have answered me and have
become my salvation. The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone. It is from HaShem: it is marvelous in our eyes! This is the day that
HaShem has made!
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HaShem is my light and salvation; whom do I need to
fear? Psalm 27:1

lld

“Yitzchak said to Ya’akov: ‘Tonight [Nissan 14] all the
people recite Hallel and the storehouses of berachah
(blessing) are open.” Kitzur Shelah, p. 182

The fourth cup of the seder is poured and the Hallel is recited.

“After singing the Hallel, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”
Matthew 26:30

zexp zwlcd

Not to us, HaShem, not to us, but to Your Name be the glory because of
Your love and Your faithfulness. Why should the nations say: “Where is
their God now?” Our God is in the heavens, He does whatever pleases
Him! Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have
mouths, but cannot speak; eyes, but cannot see. They have ears, but cannot
hear; noses, but cannot smell. They have hands, but cannot feel; feet, but
cannot walk, nor utter a sound with their throat. Those making them will
become like them-everyone trusting in them.
O Israel, trust in HaShem, - He is their help and their shield!
O house of Aaron, trust in HaShem - He is their help and their shield!
O you who fear HaShem, trust in HaShem - He is their help and their
shield! HaShem has been mindful of us, He will bless: He will bless the
house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; He will bless those who
fear HaShem, the small together with the great. May HaShem increase you
more and more - you and your children. May you be blessed by HaShem,
Maker of heaven and earth. The heavens are the heavens of HaShem, but
the earth He gave to the children of men. The dead do not praise HaShem,
nor do any who go down into silence. But we - we will bless HaShem both
now and forever. Halleluyah!

I love HaShem, for he hears my voice; he heard my supplications. For He
inclined His ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. The cords of
death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was overcome by distress and sorrow. Then I called on the Name of HaShem:
“HaShem, save me!” HaShem is gracious and righteous; our God is full of
compassion. HaShem protects the unwary; when I was brought low, He
saved me. Return to your rest, my soul, for HaShem has been good to you.
For you, HaShem, have delivered me from death, my eyes from tears, my
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The candles are lit and the following blessings are recited. When Pesach occurs on Shabbat, the
words in Parentheses are added.

Baruch ata Adonai elohenu melekh ha’olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel (shabbat v’shel) yom tov.
Blessed art You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who has sanctified
us by His commandments and commanded us to kindle the light of the
(Shabbat and the) festival.

The Shehecheyanu

Baruch ata Adonai elohenu melekh ha’olam, shehechiyanu v’kimanu
v’higiyanu lazman hazeh
Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who has kept us
alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season.
The customary prayer of the Woman:

May it be Your will, HaShem my God, and God of my forefathers, that
You show favor to me [my husband, my sons, my daughters, my father, my
mother] and all my relatives; and that you grant us and all Israel a good and
long life; that You remember us with a favorable memory and blessing; that
You consider us with a consideration of salvation and compassion; that
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You bless us with great blessing; that You make our households complete;
that You cause Your Presence to dwell among us. Privilege me to raise children and grandchildren who are wise and understanding, who love HaShem
and fear God, people of truth, holy offspring, attached to HaShem, who
illuminate the world with Torah and good deeds and with every labor in the
service of the Creator. Please hear my plea at this time as you heard the
prayer of Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah, our Mothers, and cause Your
light to illuminate that it not be extinguished forever, and let Your countenance shine so that we are saved; in the Merit of Yeshua the King Messiah,
Amein.
~ Pesach is a spiritually elevated time in
which our tefillot (prayers) are expected on a higher level. The gate of
prayer and blessing are open. As a result, the prevailing custom is to speak a
blessing over our children on the night of Pesach. (Vayaged Moshe, p. 67,
quoting the Chaim L’Rosh Haggadah)

“On the night of Pesach a man and his wife should conduct themselves
like a King and Queen, and their children should be treated like princes and
princesses.” (Kitzur Shelah, p. 182)
The Midrash teaches that Israel lost a very special status in the wilderness: “The Holy One, blessed be He, said to them, “You caused your
own downfall. In the past [prior to your sin], you were served
through the Divine Spirit, now [after the sin of the golden calf] you
will only be served through an angel.” (Midrash Rabbah Shemot
32:1). However, through the redemption of Messiah Yeshua, this
special status has been restored!
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We have poured a cup for Elijah the Prophet and place it at our seder
table. Now we ask one of the children to open the door to see if
Eliyahu HaNavi is here with the news of the final redemption!

“The four cups correspond to the four “expressions of redemption”
promised by God: “I will take you out from the suffering of Egypt,
and I will deliver you from their bondage; I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great judgments. I will take you to Myself as
a nation . . .” The fifth cup corresponds to the fifth expression of redemption, which comes in the following verse: “I will bring you to the
Land . . .” This expression, however, is an allusion to the future messianic redemption, which will be announced by Elijah. This is also why
we do not drink, “enjoy,” the fifth cup as we have not yet experienced
this redemption.” Rabbi Naftali Silberberg
This was the cup about which Messiah Yeshua was speaking when He
said, “But I say to you, I will never drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on, until that day when I drink it anew with you in My Father’s
kingdom” Matthew 26:29. The fifth cup will be “enjoyed” by us and
Messiah Yeshua when He returns to bring us into the Land and the
final redemption, may it be soon and in our time.
The door is opened according to the verse, “It is a guarded night.”
Then the following paragraph is recited:

Pour Your wrath upon the nations that do not recognize You and upon the
kingdoms that do not invoke Your Name. For they have devoured Yaakov
and destroyed His habitation. Pour Your anger upon them and let Your
fiery wrath overtake them. Pursue them with wrath and annihilate them
from beneath the heavens of HaShem.

“While the seder meal was taking place......Yeshua got up from the
meal and laid aside His outer garment; and taking a towel, He
wrapped it around His waist. Then He poured water into a basin. He
began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel wrapped
around Him.” Yochanan 13:2-5

The preceding paragraph is spoken regarding the multitude of nations
who have raped, pillaged, brutally murdered and mistreated the Jews
over these many centuries. It is a prayer that HaShem will remember
the deeds of these nations who burned Jewish children in front of their
parents, forced Jews to convert under pain of death and robbed them
of their every possession. As Rav Lau said, (a survivor of the holocaust) the nations are divided on cultural and economic issues but
united in their hatred of Jews.
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There is an ancient and Divine order (seder) to the ceremony of Passover. These simanim (steps) transport us back
in time so that we might experience freedom anew and
carry forward its lessons. There are 15 simanim or steps
to the Pesach seder. Why specifically fifteen? Fifteen
steps led up to the courtyard of the Beit HaMikdash (Holy Tabernacle). These
15 steps [built to correspond to the 15 Psalms of Ascent] brought a worshipper
closer to HaShem and His Divine Presence (Shechinah) which dwelled in the
Mikdash. With each “step” of the Pesach seder, we ascend ever higher into the
very Presence of the most High God!
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“...I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.” Shemot 6:6

The third cup of wine is associated with the recitation of the Grace
after Meals. Grace is intrinsically related to the Torah as reflected in
the ruling (Berachos 48b; sec. 187:4) that one who does not mention
the Torah in Grace does not fulfill his obligation. Thus, the third cup
of wine corresponds to the promise, “I will take [you],” for it was at
the Giving of the Torah that the Jews were taken as God’s nation.

Simanin HaSeder ~ The Order of the Seder

ase Kaddesh ~ Sanctify the day with Kiddush

I shall redeem you, refers to the third stage, after the plague of the
firstborn, when they would become free men in the fullest sense of the
term. Insights to Artscroll Midrash Rabbah 6:4

.jru Urechatz ~Wash the hands before eating Karpas
xprf Karpas ~ Eat a vegetable dipped in salt water

“And He took a cup; and after giving thanks, He gave to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the removal of sins.” Matthew 26:27-28.
Our ultimate redemption comes via the “blood” of the true Pesach
Lamb, Messiah Yeshua. The third cup is the cup of His redemption.

.jh Yachatz ~ Break the middle matzah; separate Afikoman
shdn Maggid ~ Narrate the story of the Exodus
vmjr Rachtzah ~ Wash the hands prior to the meal

Some recite the following declaration before drinking the third cup

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah of drinking the third of
the Four Cups. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed be He,
and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the name
of Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God, be upon
us, and may He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may He establish.

thmun Motzi ~ Recite the blessing, Who brings forth, over matzah
vmn Matzah ~ Recite the blessing over matzah
rurn Maror ~ Recite the blessing for the eating of the bitter herbs
lruf Korech ~ Eat the sandwich of matzah and bitter herbs
lrug ijka

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei pri hagafen.

Shulchan Orech ~ The table prepared with the festive meal

iupm Tzafun ~ Eat the Afikoman which had been hidden

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the
fruit of the vine.

lrc Barech ~ Recite Bircat HaMazon blessing
kkv Hallel ~ Recite the Hallel Psalms of Praise
vmrb Nirtzah ~ Pray that HaShem accept our observance
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heaven and on earth. May the Merciful One be praised for all generations,
and pride Himself in us forever and to all eternity, and glorify Himself in us
forever and ever. May the Merciful One provide our livelihood with honor.

On seder night, it’s a mitzvah for each person to drink four
cups of wine. Why four cups?

The four cups represent the four statements of redemption for Shemot 6:6-7 “I shall take you out from
under the burdens of Egypt; I shall rescue you from their service; I shall
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments; I shall
take you to Me for a people.”
The four cups of wine are symbolic of the four matriarchs: Sarah, Rivkah,
Rachel and Leah. David HaMelech compares women to a vine, stressing
their modest nature. Psalm 128:3 “Your wife will be like a vine, fruitful in the
inner chambers of your home.” The Matriarchs were women of great
modesty. On Pesach night we drink the fruit of the vine - to which women
are compared - to remind us of the great character of the Matriarchs.
(Midrash Rabbah Shemot 6:26)
The four cups correspond to the four decrees Pharaoh passed against the
Jewish nation in Egypt: the edict of slavery, the demand that the midwives
murder the baby boys, the command that all baby boys should be cast in to
the river and the ruling that all Jews should search for their own straw to
make bricks. (Midrash Rabbah Shemot 6:26)
We drink these four cups to express thanksgiving to HaShem for saving
us from the four dangers of slavery, crossing the Red Sea, keeping us safe in
the wilderness and healing us of every disease. (Vilna Gaon; Berachot 54b)
It is preferable that the wine of the seder be red. Why red wine? Red wine
recalls the blood of pesach sacrifice, the blood of bris milah as well as the
blood that the Jewish people placed on their doorpost prior to the plague. It
was through these mitzvot that the Jewish nation was redeemed. (Ohr Zarua
256)

M

ay the Merciful One break the yoke of exile from our neck, and may
He lead us upright to our land. May the Merciful One send abundant
blessing into this house and upon this table at which we have eaten. May
the Merciful One send us Elijah the prophet—may he be remembered for
good—and let him bring us good tidings, deliverance, and consolation. May
the Merciful One bless us, and all that is ours. Just as He blessed our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, “in all things,” “by all things,” with “all
things,” so may He bless all of us together with a perfect blessing, and let us
say, Amen in the Merit of Messiah Yeshua.
The Vilna Gaon was once asked to describe true bitachon (trust in
HaShem). He answered by quoting Tehillim 131:2 “I was like a nursing
child at his mother’s side, like the nursing child is my soul.” He went
on to explain that a nursing baby has no fear for his next meal; he is
completely content at his mother’s side. This is the level of bitachon
which we must achieve with HaShem. (Divrei Eliyahu, Tehillim 131).
The saying of Grace After Meals expresses the idea that we depend on
God for every detail of our lives, and we are grateful to Him for caring
for us at every step. We need God for our existence from moment to
moment, for the air we breathe and for the food we eat.
~Dr. Tali Loewenthal
Bircat HaMazon consists of four blessings. The first was written by
Moses regarding the manna from heaven. The second was written by
Joshua giving blessing for the land of Israel. King David and
King Solomon wrote the third blessing for the holy city of Jerusalem
and the Beis HaMikdash. More than 1,800 years later, the Sages wrote
the fourth blessing offering praise for HaShem’s favor and miracles.

It is customary that each person’s cup should be poured by someone else
to symbolize the royalty of each participant as though each had a servant. Let
us remember King Messiah Who came to serve us as well!
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H Jerusalem Your city, upon Zion the abode of Your glory, upon the
kingship of the house of David Your anointed, and upon the great and holy
ave mercy, HaShem our God, upon Israel Your people, upon

House over which Your Name was proclaimed. Our God, our Father, our
Shepherd, nourish us, sustain us, feed us, and provide us with plenty; and
speedily, HaShem our God, grant us relief from all our afflictions. HaShem
our God, please do not make us dependent upon the gifts of mortal men
nor upon their loans, but only upon Your full, open, holy, and generous
hand, that we may never be shamed or disgraced.

jxp ka vsdv

S

Vay'hi erev bay'hi voker yom hashishi. Vay'chulu hashamayim
v'haaretz v'chol tz'vaam. Vay'chal Elohim bayom hash'vi-i
m'lachto asher asah. Vayishbot bayom hash'vi-i mikol m'lachto
asher asah. Vay'varech Elohim et yom hash'vi-i vay'kadeish
oto ki vo shavat mikol v'lachto asher bara Elohim laasot.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei pri hagafen.
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, asher bachar banu mikol am
v'rom'manu mikol lashon v'kid'shanu b'mitzvotav. Vatiten lanu Adonai Eloheinu
b'ahavah Shabbatot lim'nuchah u moadim l'simchah chagim uz'manim l'sason et yom
haShabbat hazeh v'et yom chag hamatzot hazeh z'man cheiruteinu b'ahavah mikra
kodesh zeicher litziat Mitzrayim. Ki vanu vacharta v'otanu kidashta mikol haamim
v'Shabbat umoadei kodsh'cah b'ahavah uv'ratzon b'simchah uv'sason hinchaltanu.

God and God of our fathers, may there ascend, come, and
O urreach;
be seen, accepted, and heard; recalled and remembered
before You the remembrance and recollection of us, the remembrance of our fathers, the remembrance of Moshiach the son of
David Your servant, the remembrance of Jerusalem Your holy city,
and the remembrance of all Your people the House of Israel, for
deliverance, well-being, grace, kindness, mercy, good life, and
peace, on this day of the festival of Matzot. Remember us on this
[day], HaShem our God, for good (Amen); be mindful of us on
this [day] for blessing (Amen); help us on this [day] for good life
(Amen). With the promise of deliverance and compassion, spare us
and be gracious to us, and have mercy upon us and deliver us, for
our eyes are directed to You; for You, God, are a gracious and merciful King.

Baruch atah Adonai, m'kadeish haShabbat v'Yisrael v'hazmanim.
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu
laz’man hazeh
Say the Shaded areas on Friday night:
And it was evening, and it was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished. God completed the work of creation on the seventh day and
rested, for all the work was completed. Then God blessed the seventh day and called
it holy, for God rested on that day, having completed the work of creation.
Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of
the vine.

And rebuild Jerusalem the holy city speedily in our days. Blessed are You,
HaShem, Who in His mercy rebuilds Jerusalem. Amen.
are You, HaShem our God, King of the universe, benevolent
B lessed
God, our Father, our King, our Strength, our Creator, our Redeemer,
our Maker, our Holy One, the Holy One of Jacob, our Shepherd, the Shepherd of Israel, the King who is good and does good to all, each and every
day. He has done good for us, He does good for us, and He will do good
for us; He has bestowed, He bestows, and He will forever bestow upon us
grace, kindness, and mercy; relief, salvation and success; blessing and deliverance; consolation, livelihood and sustenance; compassion, life, peace, and
all goodness; and may He never cause us to lack any good. May the Merciful One reign over us forever and ever. May the Merciful One be blessed in
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Bessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, You have chosen us from
all peoples, exalting us and sanctifying us with mitzvot. An You, HaShem our God,
have lovingly given us (Sabbaths for rest) appointed times for gladness, feasts and
seasons for joy, (this Sabbath and) this Feast of Matzot, the season of our freedom
(in love), a holy convocation in commemoration of the Exodus from Egypt. For You
have chosen and sanctified us above all peoples, (and Sabbaths) and Your holy
festivals (in love and favor), in gladness and joy have You granted us as a heritage.
Blessed are You, HaShem, Who sanctifies (Sabbaths), Israel and the festive seasons.
Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who has kept us alive,
sustained us, and brought us to this season.

11
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Bircat HaMazon

ycw

This is an abridged Birkat HaMazon. It is preferable to daven from a Bencher. The Grace
After meals blessing should always be said while sitting in an upright position.
On Friday night begin here:

of ascents. When HaShem will return the exiles of Zion, we
A song
will have been like dreamers. Then our mouth will be filled with
laughter, and our tongue with songs of joy; then will they say among the
nations, “HaShem has done great things for these.” HaShem has done
great things for us; we were joyful. HaShem, return our exiles as streams to
arid soil. Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He goes along
weeping, carrying the bag of seed; he will surely return with songs of joy,
carrying his sheaves.

1
On all other nights, begin here; On Friday night include the shaded areas:

are You, HaShem our God, King of the universe, Who, in His
B lessed
goodness, provides sustenance for the entire world with grace, with
kindness, and with mercy. He gives food to all flesh, for His kindness is
everlasting. Through His great goodness to us continuously we do not lack
[food], and may we never lack food, for the sake of His great Name. For
He, benevolent God, provides nourishment and sustenance for all, does
good to all, and prepares food for all His creatures whom He has created,
as it is said: You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing. Blessed are You, HaShem, Who provides food for all.

offer thanks to You, HaShem our God, for having given as a
W eheritage
to our ancestors a precious, good and spacious land; for
Shehecheyanu

The cup of wine should be drunk at this time while reclining to the left side. It is best to drink the
entire cup. However, it is permissible to drink only most of the cup.

_____________

having brought us out, HaShem our God, from the land of Egypt, and redeemed us from the house of bondage; for Your covenant which You have
sealed in our flesh; for Your Torah which You have taught us; for Your
statutes which You have made known to us; for the life, favor, and kindness which You have graciously bestowed upon us; and for the food we eat
with which You constantly nourish and sustain us every day, at all times,
and at every hour. For all this, HaShem our God, we give thanks to You
and bless You. May Your Name be blessed by the mouth of every living
being, constantly and forever, as it is written: When you have eaten and are
satiated, you shall bless the HaShem your God for the good land which He
has given you. Blessed are You, HaShem, for the land and for the sustenance.

1. Bereishit 1:31-2:3
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The third cup is poured and Bircat HaMazon (Grace after Meals)
is recited. The cup of Eliyahu is poured at this point.

ugxe

The head of the seder - many opinions say all participants - washes
his hands as he would before eating bread but without reciting a blessing.

The Torah says, “When you eat and are satisfied, bless HaShem your
God for the good land He has given you.” (Devarim 8:10). It is a positive mitzvah to bless the Holy One, blessed be He, after we eat. How
much more so on this night? Not only have we eaten but we have
been set free as a direct result of the bread that HaShem has given to
us. Indeed, we have partaken of the Bread of Life!
The Torah says further, “You are to take care to do the whole
mitzvah that I am commanding you today, so that you may live and
multiply and go in and possess the land that HaShem swore to your
fathers. You are to remember all the way that HaShem your God has
led you these forty years in the desert in order to humble you, to test
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
mitzvot or not. He afflicted you and let you hunger, then He fed you
manna which neither you nor your fathers had known in order to
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone but by
every word that emanates from the mouth of HaShem.” (Devarim 8:13). We literally live by feasting on the Torah. This is how Moshe lived
for 40 days on Har Siani without bread or water. His “food” was that
of the angles; he fed upon the presence of HaShem. This is what our
Sages called the “Bread of Life”. (Midrash Rabbah Shemot 47:5-7;
Midrash Rabbah Shemot 32:9).
Tonight we thank HaShem for the physical food and the spiritual
food. We thank Him for the Living Bread; the true Pesach Lamb of
which we eat and live!

“Who may go up on the mountain of HaShem? Who may stand in His holy
place? One with clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted his soul in
vain, nor sworn deceitfully. He will receive a blessing from Adonai, righteousness from God his salvation.” Tehillim 24:3-5

Pesach is also called zeman cheiruteinu, the festival of freedom. The Hebrew
word for Egypt is Mitzrayim which literally means confined, restricted or
boundary. Certainly our slavery in Egypt was a physical confinement but true
freedom is spiritual. To be truly free is to be free of worry, fear, anxiety and
confusion. The Chavos HaLevanos (Sha’ar HaBitachon) states that one can
only be truly free when one has a strong bitachon (trust) in HaShem. King
Messiah Yeshua taught us that we must have the bitachon of a little child;
willing to trust and follow HaShem knowing that He is watching over us. The
Mishnah says, “Only one who attaches himself to HaShem and His Torah
can experience true freedom” (Avot 6:2). This is how we are able to recline
like Kings and Queens on seder night! It is because we have placed our trust
in the King of kings.

K

qtxk

Midrash Tanchuma Lech Lecha 12 teaches us that Abraham recited
Bircat HaMazon with every non-Jewish guest, many of whom converted. From this the Kotzker Rebbe taught that this beracha had the potential to transform a person into an observant Jew.

Everyone takes a sprig of parsley and dip it into the salt water. The
following blessing is spoken [which also applies to the maror].

hh

One who recites Bircat HaMazon merits long life and a comfortable
livelihood. (Sefer Chinuch Mitzvah 430; Kol Chaim)

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruits
of the Earth.
Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech HaOlam, borei pri ha’adamah
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The Afikoman must be the last thing that one eats at the Pesach seder
so that the “taste” lingers on the tongue.

~Yachatz~

ugi
The head of the seder breaks the middle matzah in two. He
replaces one half and wraps the other in a linen cloth to become
the afikoman which means “that which comes after”.

Da’at Zekeinim Shemot 12:8 says that it is to remind us of the miracle
HaShem preformed when He parted the Red Sea.
The Rambam (Devarim 16:2) teaches that matzah has a dual symbolism.
The Egyptians fed their Jewish slaves matzah and the Jews carried with them
matzah when freedom came. So matzah represents both slavery and redemption. The one piece, broken into two parts, fullfils the the remembrance of
slavery during the first half of the seder and the afikoman speaks to the
redemption in the latter half of the night.
Some authorities suggest that the matzot are symbolic of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. In that image, we remove “Isaac” to be broken; the akeidah who
was offered on Mount Moriah. King Messiah Yeshua was the final akeidah,
the Bread from Heaven broken for us. The afikoman is ultimately a picture
of Him.

M

cibn

The mitzvah of retelling the story of the exodus.
Rambam wrote in Hilichos Chametz U’Matzah 7:1, “it
is a Torah obligation to recount the miracles and wonders that were performed for our forefathers in Egypt on the fifteenth day of Nissan as it says,
‘Remember the day that I took you out of Egypt (Shemot 13:3).” In Sefer
HaMitzvos 157, Rambam points out that we speak of the miracles in order
to give praise to HaShem for all of the goodness that He has bestowed on
Israel. Recalling these events increases our trust and faith in Him.

14

The only offering in the Torah which was singled out regarding the
requirement to eat of it was the Pesach offering. Every Jew must eat of
it or they have no part in the covenant. The Afikoman takes its place
in the post Temple era and is, therefore, a commemoration of the sacrifice. Chinuch Mitzvah 6
According to the Talmud Zevachim 56b, the Pesach sacrifice had to
be eaten before midnight. Since the Afikoman is the substitute for the
Pesach sacrifice, it too must be eaten before midnight (Chinuch
Mitzvah 6).
While the Pesach offerings were being sacrificed, Hallel was sung by
the Levi’im on the platform in the Temple (Pesachim 64a) and
Shofarot (trumpets) were sounded by the Priests in a tekiah-teruahtekiah series (Rambam; Rashi; Sukkah 54b; Chinuch Mitzvah 5)
According to Torah law, the Pesach sacrifice must be eaten last and
when one is sated. In order to comply with this requirement, a
chagigah (festival) offering was made in addition to the Pesach offering and its meat was the food of the meal (Pesachim 70a). In effect
then there are two lambs for Pesach, the one which comes before as a
prelude and the one which comes last as the Afikoman. The one who
is able to eat of the Afikoman is the one who has already been sated
by the chagigah offering which was its prelude.
Yeshua the Messiah is both the chagigah and pesach Lamb. His
first coming was the prelude offering and of it one must eat to fullness
in order to be able to partake of the Afikoman at the final redemption.
The lamb was chosen because it recalls the merit of Isaac (the Akeidah). It had to be unblemished for the sake of the Holy One, blessed
be He as it is stated, “The Rock! - perfect is His work” Devarim 32:4
(Midrash Rabbah Shemot 15:12)
Some recite the following declaration before eating the Afikoman:

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah of eating the Afikoman.
For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed be He, and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the name of Yeshua
HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God, be upon us, and may
He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may He establish.
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Shulchan Orech is the festive Passover meal. It should be eaten with
joy and reverence. Songs of praise, discussion of the Pesach events,
and talk of the laws of Passover should surround the table.

oetf

The children are asked to go and find the hidden afikoman. The
head of the seder should “redeem” the afikoman from the child who
finds it with 30 silver coins (quarters, dimes, nickels).

Tzafun means hidden, buried, locked away and out of reach. It refers to the
middle matzah which was broken and became the Afikoman; wrapped in
linen and hidden away. When we ate of the matzah we were fulfilling the
Torah mitzvah to eat unleavened bread. The Afikoman, however, is the fulfillment of the mitzvah to eat of the pesach sacrifice. Indeed, without the
Holy Temple, we are unable to serve the Pesach Lamb at the seder. The
Sages thus decreed that the Afikoman takes its place for the purposes of
fulfilling the commandment to eat.
In Matthew 26:26 it is written, “Now while they were eating, Yeshua took
matzah; and after He offered the bracha, He broke and gave to the talmidim and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” It was the Tzafun / Afikoman
about which He was speaking. By partaking of the Tzafun, we eat of the
true Pesach Sacrifice, we eat of the Bread of Life, the Bread which came
from Heaven, even Yeshua the Messiah of Israel!

jxp ka vsdv

The booklet used for the Pesach seder is called a haggadah. Why? The
word mean “to tell” and telling the story of the night of Pesach is the most
important mitzvah of the evening. Shemot 13:8 says, “You shall tell your son
on that day.” In Aramaic, haggadah means “thank” and “praise”. By telling
the story we offer up our praise and thanks to HaShem for redemption and
miracles.
How much of the story do we tell? According to halacha, there is no
prescribe minimum nor limit as to how much one must speak about the
miracles. It is only understood that the more one shares about the Exodus,
the more one is considered praiseworthy. The Targum on Shemot 13:8
translates u’higadeta (you shall tell) as u’sechavei meaning “you should bring to
life!” We should tell the story as if from our own personal experience. We
should see ourselves as being present in Egypt and personally set free by the
hand of HaShem. The hagaddah is indeed our story too. We too were
redeemed from bondage and we yet await Moshiach to bring the final
redemption, may it be soon and in our time, amein!
The Zohar Bo 179 tells us that HaShem gathers all of the heavenly host
to join Him as He descends to hear Israel recount the story of the Exodus.
Shir HaShirim 6:3 says, “I am my Beloved and my Beloved is mine.” On
Pesach we elevate our souls to give glory to HaShem and He descends to
adorn us with praise. Heaven and earth become echad; like Moshe at Sinai,
we step into the cloud of glory! May HaShem turn His countenance toward
us and cause our faces to shine!
The Besorah of Luke 22:19 says, “And when He had taken matzah and
offered the bracha, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body,
given for you. Do this in memory of Me.” Each Pesach is a memorial and an
opportunity to recall the miracle of the Exodus from Egypt. We especially
remember the blood which was placed on the door posts; the blood of the
Pesach lamb. Never again would that blood be applied to houses. Yechezkel
16:7,6 says, “And I said to you, ‘In your blood live! In your blood live!’” Rashi
comments on Shemot 12:6 and says that the repetition refers to the blood of
circumsion (obedience) and the blood of the Pesach sacrifice. Israel merited
salvation because of the “blood” of obedience and the blood of the lamb.
And so it is for us today. However, the blood of the sacrifice was the very
blood of the Divine Messiah Yeshua. He is the Pesach Lamb of God; when
we take the matzah, we remember Him.

The matzah we eat now reaches deep into our core and transforms our
very being. Chabad Chassidic Insights
My beloved is like a Gazelle ~ Just as a gazelle appears and is again
concealed, reappears and is again concealed...So too the final redeemer
will appear to the Jewish people and will then be concealed from them
again. Midrash Rabbah Shir HaShirim 2:22
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Some recite the following declaration of intent before Maggid:
Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah of telling of the
Exodus from Egypt. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One,
Blessed be He, and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and
inscrutable - I pray in the merit of Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the
pleasantness of the Lord, our God, be upon us, and may He establish our
handiwork for us; our hanidwork may He establish.
The afikoman (broken matzah) is lifted for all to see as the leader of the seder begins
with the following recitation:
This is the bread of affliction that our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. This
bread is the body of Messiah Yeshua, broken for us. It is the bread that we
ate as slaves and it is the bread that we ate as men set free. Whoever is hungry,
let him come and eat! Whoever is needy, let him come and celebrate Pesach!
Now we are here; next year may we be in the land of Israel! Now we are in
exile; next year may Messiah come to bring us eternal freedom!
The afikoman is hidden. The Second of the Four cups is poured. Matzot are uncovered.

Ma Nishtanah
dpzyp dn
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Take a half-egg volume of maror (horseradish), dip it into the
charoseth. Some recite the following declaration.

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah of eating maror. For the
sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed be He, and His presence,
through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the name of Yeshua
HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God, be upon us, and may
He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may He establish.

Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haOlam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav,
v’tzivanu al achilat maror

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who has sanctified
us with His commandments and has commanded us to eat maror.
The Charoseth mixture reminds us of the mortar that the Jewish nation
was forced to use for making bricks. It is traditional to use red wine in
the mixture to remind us of the blood of the innocent children slain by
Pharaoh.

K

jxek
Take a piece of matzah and place upon it maror and
charoseth.

In

remembrance of the Beis HaMikdash we do as Hillel did: He
would combine the pesach offering, matzah and maror in a sandwich
and eat them together, to fulfill what was written in the Torah: “They
shall eat it with matzot and bitter herbs.” (Bamidbar 9:11)
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Why do we ceremonially wash our hands? We do so to emulate the
Priest, who washed in order to serve in the Beit HaMikdash. In
general, we wash to imply that we, like Royal Priests, intend to serve
the King. In particular, we wash before eating bread in order to recall
the terumah offering about which the bread is a remembrance
(Chullin 106a). We also understand that Yeshua HaMoshiach is the
sanctified Bread from Heaven. We we wash before eating bread, we
are reminded of our role as a priesthood that “eats” of the Bread of
Life.

M
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Traditionally the youngest child present asks the four questions. Alternatively, four separate
children can be chosen.

Why is this night different from all other nights?
1.) On all other nights we may eat chametz and matzah, but
on this night only matzah.
2.) On all other nights we eat many vegetables, but on this
night [we eat] maror.
3.) On all other nights we do not dip even once, but on this
night, twice.

dvn
Some recite the following before the blessing of hamotzi

Behold, I am prepared and ready to fulfill the mitzvah
of eating matzah. For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, Blessed be He,
and His presence, through Him Who is hidden and inscrutable - in the name of
Yeshua HaMoshiach. May the pleasantness of Adonai, our God, be upon us, and
may He establish our handiwork for us; our handiwork may He establish.

Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haOlam, hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz
Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haOlam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav,
v’tzivanu al achilat matzah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who brings forth
bread from the earth.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctifies us by
His commandments and has commanded us to eat matzah.
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4.) On all other nights we eat either sitting or relining, but on
this night we all recline.

he Six Questions of Pesach
During the dark days of the holocaust, there was a father and son
confined together in a concentration camp. Together they had suffered many
tortures, hardship and depravity. When the night of Pesach arrived, the father
asked his son to recite the four questions so that he could at least fulfill the
mitzvah of maggid.
His son said in return, “Abba, I have two additional questions for
this Pesach.”
The boy asked the four questions and then added his own. “Will I
be alive next year on Pesach so that I should ask these four questions? And,
will you be alive to give to me the answers?”
Tearfully his father replied, “Oh my son, only HaShem knows what
the next moment will bring and certainly we don’t know what we face
tomorrow or the next year. We don’t know what our fate shall be. So, I am
not able to answer your questions. However, I can tell you with certainty that
somewhere in the world there will be Jews conducting the Pesach seder.
HaShem will never allow His nation to be eradicated!” (Chashukei Chemed
Haggadah, p. 86)
Truly we can say Shehecheyanu. Thank you HaShem for bringing us to this
season.

17
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Originally

our ancestors were idol worshippers, but now HaShem has
brought us near to His service. As it is written: Yehoshua said to all the
people, “So says HaShem, God of Israel: Your fathers always lived beyond
the Euphrates River, Terach the father of Avraham and Nachor, and they
served other gods. Then I took your father Avraham from beyond the river
and I led him through all the land of Canaan. I multiplied his offspring and
gave him Isaac. To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau; to Esau I gave Mount Seir
to inherit, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt.”
The Talmud in Pesachim 116a states that there is an obligation to begin
the Haggadah discussion with the disgrace of the Jewish people and
conclude with their praise. This comes to teach us that we are capable
of change and that HaShem accepts that change. Rav Moshe Sternbuch
wrote that one may draw near to HaShem regardless of their family
background. Even the father of our faith, Avraham, was once an idol
worshipper living in a family of idol worshippers. Making idols was, in
fact, their family business! He converted; he crossed the river and so can
anyone else. That is the initial message of the story. As the Maharal says,
Pesach is a season of rebirth and freshness (Gevuros HaShem 39). Israel
was literally born again at the Exodus and Pesach was the first of the holy
festivals to commemorate this new birth. When we celebrate Pesach, we
bring down that initial holiness. Rav Naftali of Ropshitz interpreted the
“first of the holy festivals” to mean don’t be discouraged by past
mistakes but recall the miracles and trust in the same redemption. (Zera
Kodesh, Shemot 13:3; Pri Tzaddik, Pesach 24)

jxp ka vsdv
Two of the more daring girls jumped on the back of the slowmoving carriage, hoping to be close to her and catch her words. A
teacher who saw this reckless behavior shouted at the girls to get
down. When Sarah Schenirer realized what was happening, she asked
that the carriage be stopped and quietly told the teacher, “We should
never distance children who want to come close to us, and we should
never suppress children who want to grow higher. We either need to
go down to them or bring them up to us. In this case, since I can’t
bring all the girls into the carriage with me, I will go down to them.”
She stepped out of the carriage, placed her hands in the hands of the
two girls and walked with them and the throng of girls toward the city
(Eim B’Yisrael, Vol. 2, p. 30).
So we see that Yeshua, the King of kings, “stepped down” from
His fiery chariot in order to be close to those who long to hear His
words or who strive to revel in His presence. In all of His glory and
honor, He came down in order to lift up; even little children as it is
written: “Then little children were brought to Yeshua so that He might
lay hands upon them and pray. Then the disciples rebuked those who
brought them. 14 But Yeshua said, “Let the little children come to Me
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” Matthew 19:13-14
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The hands are washed in order to eat the matzah and the following
blessing is recited.

We were slaves in Egypt but HaShem set us free by the power of His Right
Hand. Blessed is He Who keeps His promises, blessed is He! For the Holy
One, blessed is He, calculated the end of the bondage in order to fulfill His
word to Avraham avinu at the Covenant between the parts. As it is written,
“He said to Avram: ‘Know that your offspring will be aliens in a land not
their own, they will serve them, and they will oppress them 400 years; but
upon that nation I will execute judgment and afterward they shall leave with
great possessions.”

Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haOlam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav,
v’tzivanu al n’tilat yadayim

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctifies us by
His commandments and has commanded us to wash the hands.
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lessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who redeemed
us and redeemed our ancestors from Egypt and enabled us to reach this night
that we may eat on it matzah and maror. So, HaShem, Our God and God of
our fathers, bring us also to future holidays and festivals in peace., gladdened
in the rebuilding of Your city and joyful at Your service. There shall we eat
of the offerings and pesach sacrifices whose blood will stain the sides of Your
Altar for gracious acceptance. We shall then sing a new song of praise to You
for our redemption and for the liberation of our souls. Blessed are You,
HaShem, Who has redeemed Israel.

The matzot are covered and the second cup is lifted as we say the following paragraph:

I

will lift up a cup of salvations and call out in the Name of HaShem.
Tehillim 116:13
It is this that has stood by our fathers and us. For not only one has risen
against us to annihilate us, but in every generation they rise against us to
annihilate us. But the Holy One, Blessed is He, rescues us from their hand.
Put down the cup

Baruch attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, borei pri hagafen.

“For with the very thing with which He wounds, He heals.” Shemot
Rabbah 23:3. Pharoah sought to kill the Jewish boys and a Jewish boy
was raised in his house. Haman desired to hang Mordecai on a beam that
he built and he, himself, was hung on the beam. Adam, the first man,
brought death with his disobedience. Yeshua, the second Adam,
brought eternal life through His obedience.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, King of the Universe, Who creates the
fruit of the vine.
The second cup is drunk while leaning to the left side. It is preferable to drink all of the cup.

Go

and learn what Lavan the Aramean attempted to do to our father
Yaakov! For Pharoah decreed only against the males, and Lavan attempted
to uproot everything, as it is written: “An Aramean attempted to destroy my
father. Then he descended to Egypt and sojourned there, with few people;
and there he became a nation - great, mighty and numerous.” Devarim 26:5

He raises the destitute from the dust; from the trash heaps He lifts the
needy. HaShem Himself in all His glory and honor goes down to lift
up those in need. (Alshich, Tehillim 113; Ya’aros Devash, Tochachas
Mussar, drash 3 ; Nefesh Chaim 3:9; Yismach Yisrael, Pesach; Chafetz
Chaim, Shem Olam, Sha’ar Shemiras HaShabbos 3; Michtav MeEliyahu, Vol. 3, p. 165). One who is great tries to emulate HaShem by
reaching down to his people, connecting to them and lifting them up,
understanding the basic needs and concerns of his flock......
There was great excitement in the city. Sarah Schenirer was coming to visit! Throngs of her students crowded the train station to greet
the woman who had started the Bais Yaakov movement. Everyone
wanted to get close to their beloved teacher, to hear her wisdom or
simply revel in her presence, but to the disappointment of the crowd, a
carriage had been ordered to take Sarah Schenirer to the city center
where she would be staying. She was hurried into the carriage, and the
door slammed behind her.

Then he descended to Egypt at the word of HaShem saying: “We have come
to sojourn in this land because there is no pasture for the flocks of your
servants, because the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please
let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” Bereshis 47:4 With only
seventy souls did our father descend and yet HaShem made us as numerous
as the stars of heaven.
It is written, “And those who teach righteousness to the masses will
shine like the stars forever and ever (Daniel 12:3). The Talmud Bava
Basra 8b says, “This refers to those who teach children.”

There Israel became a nation distinct from the Egyptians.
Lekach Tov, Shemot 6:6 says that Israel was distinct in its mode of dress.
Israel was modest in contrast to the immodest attire of Egyptians.
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Great and mighty was Israel in the land of Egypt. They were fruitful and
increased in numbers all the more as Pharaoh oppressed them. The
Egyptians did evil to us and afflicted us; and imposed hard labor upon us.
Faith of the Jewess. The Egyptians wished to not only to oppress us
physically but to break us down spiritually. The Talmud (Sotah 11b)
relates that the Jewish women would not allow this to happen. The
women would cook warm meals for their husbands and, after a day of
their own hard labor, they walked to the distant field to encourage the
men with soft words of emunah and bitachon. “Do not despair,” they
whispered, “We will surely not be slaves to these gentiles forever;
HaShem will have mercy upon us.”

jxp ka vsdv
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The matzot are covered and the cup is lifted as the following
declaration of praise and blessing is spoken.

Therefore it is our duty to thank, praise, pay tribute,

glorify, exalt, honor, bless, extol, and acclaim Him Who
preformed all these miracles for our fathers and for us.
He brought us forth from slavery to freedom, from sorrow to joy, from
mourning to festivity, from great darkness to light and from bondage to
redemption. Let us, therefore, recite a new song before Him! Halleluyah!

Psalm 113

Shoftim 4:4 ,ushpk ,at vthcb vat vrucsu u’Devorah ishah n’viah eishet
lapidot : “Devorah was a prophetess, a fiery woman”. Chazal and Rashi
tell us, based on Megillah 14a and the Midrash, that HaShem granted
Deborah the gift of prophecy due the encouragement she gave to her
husband. Eishet Lapidot is interpreted to mean “the wife of Lapidot”.
Her husband was a simple man not learned in Torah. Therefore she said
to him, “I will make wicks for the Menorah so that you might bring them
to the Mishkan and merit a portion in the next world”. He made them
even thicker so that they would burn brighter and so he was called
“Lapidot” which means “torch”. Her encouragement brought the Torch
of Salvation to her home and ultimately to the nation of Israel.

Halleluyah! Praise, O servants of HaShem, praise the Name of HaShem.
Blessed be the Name of HaShem from now and forever. From the rising of
the sun to its going down the Name of HaShem is to be praised. HaShem is
high above all nations, His glory is above the heavens. Who is like HaShem
our God, enthroned on high, who brings Himself down to look upon heaven
and upon earth? He raises the poor from the dust, lifts up the needy out of
the dunghill, to seat him with princes, with the princes of His people He
settles the barren woman in her home as a joyful mother of children.
Halleluyah!

We cried out to HaShem, the God of our fathers; and HaShem heard our

Psalm 114

cry and saw our affliction, our burden and our oppression.

When Israel went forth from Egypt, Jacob’s household from a people of
alien speech, Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. The sea saw
and fled; the Jordan turned backward. The mountains skipped like rams, and
the hills like young lambs. What ails you, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that
you turn backward? O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like young
lambs? Before the presence of HaShem: tremble, O earth, before the presence of the God of Jacob, Who turns the rock into a pond of water, the flint
into a flowing fountain.

Rashi comments to Shemot 3:25 that the words “God knew”, mean that
HaShem empathized with the painful plight of His people. The Tanna
D’Vei Eliyahu explains, however, that HaShem not only feels the pain
of the nation as a whole, but empathizes with the suffering, challenges
and difficulties of each individual Jew. Talmud Sanhedrin 46a “When a
man is in pain, what does the Shechinah say? ‘Pain to My Head! Pain to
My Head!’”. Rav Zusha says that this relates to the Tefillin which is worn
on the head and arm and contains the “mark” (letter Shin a) of HaShem.
When we are bound to Him, He a partner with us in both our trials and
triumphs. As it is written in Tehillim 91:15, “I [HaShem] am with him
in distress.” This empathy is what the writer of Hebrews was referring
to when he wrote: “ For we do not have a kohen gadol [Yeshua] who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been
tempted in all the same ways yet did not violate the Torah.”

Hallel in two parts? Why do we say part of the Hallel before the meal
and the second part after? Kol Bo states that we drink the other three
cups amid praise to HaShem. Splitting the Hallel ensures that this cup
too is said amid praise. However, on a deeper level, the division points
to Messiah ben Yosef and Messiah ben David. Just as the final redemption is divided into “two parts” (the first coming of Yeshua and the
second) so we have Hallel part 1 and 2.
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The Torah responds, “It is the korban Pesach for HaShem, for He
passed over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt.” HaShem
Himself performed the entire act of our rescue, He and no other. He
Himself passed over the houses of the Children of Israel. Therefore, by
right, we too must ourselves take the trouble to fulfill the mitzvot of the
korban Pesach. We do not allow anyone else to take our place....The
word zevach implies a willing act, as written (Vayikra 22:29) l’rtzonchem
tizbachu “Sacrifice it willingly”. We observe the mitzvot out of love for
HaShem. As Chasam Sofer says, all our lives we sacrifice ourselves, “like
a korban Pesach for HaShem.” Studies in the Weekly Parashah by Y.
Nachshoni p. 411-412

jxp ka vsdv
HaShem took us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched
arm, with great awe, with signs and with wonders.
As each of the words os (blood), at (fire) and iag (smoke) is said, remove a drop of wine
from the cup with the little finger.
.
.
.
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Blood, Fire and columns of Smoke

These are the Ten Plagues which the Holy One, Blessed be He, brought
In every generation it is one’s duty to regard himself as though he personally
had been set free from Egypt. As it is written in Shemot 13:8, “You shall tell
your sons on that day: “It was because of this that HaShem did for me when
I went out from Egypt.” The miracle occurred not only for our fathers but
for us as well. HaKadosh, Baruch Hu, redeemed us from slavery; “Then He
brought us out from there so that He might bring us in, to give us the land
that He swore to our fathers.” Devarim 6:23
Therefore the Haggadah declares, “You too must tell him [the wise son]
of the laws of the Pesach”~ take him back to the very beginning, to the
redemption from Egypt and the first mitzvot HaShem commanded at
that time. Then he will grasp the whole of the Torah and mitzvot. If he
personally experiences HaShem’s unique revelation at the Exodus, he
will understand everything.
The answer to the wise son’s question [about the deeper meaning
of the law] offers a key to the entire Torah: “We do not proceed to the
dessert after eating the korban Pesach,” ie., our senses must never be
dulled to the great experience of the Exodus. Its taste must never leave
our mouth. Then we will easily understand all the testimonies, statues
and judgments of the Torah.” Studies in the Weekly Parashah by Y.
Nachshoni p. 409

upon the Egyptians in Egypt:
Hashgachah pratis refers to the individual attention and protection that
HaShem gives each one of His people. During the first plague of
blood, the Egyptians were dying of thirst. Some tried to stick a straw in
the cup of the Jews who still had fresh water to drink. HaShem caused
the water to turn to blood in the straw for the gentile Egyptian but
simultaneously continued to provide fresh water for the Jew. Rav
Tzadok HaKohen says, “Just as one is obligated to believe in HaShem,
one is obligated to believe that HaShem has a personal connection
with him....and that HaShem receives pleasure when he does His will.”
(Tzidkas HaTzaddick 154). He cares for us down to the last drop of
water.
As each of the plagues is said, we remove a drop of wine from our cup with our little finger.
Why? The cup of wine symbolizes our joy at the redemption. The plagues were a central part
of that redemption but we do not rejoice in another’s suffering even if deserved and a
punishment for their sin towards us.

t Blood c Frogs d Lice s Wild Beasts v Pestilence u Boils
z Hail j Locust y Darkness h Plague of the Firstborn
Rabbi Yehudah abbreviated them by their Hebrew initials:

The root of the word Mitzrayim (Egypt) is metzer which means
“boundary”. There are good boundaries and there are bad. There is a law
of sin and death and there is a Law of Eternal Life. In Mitzrayim we were
bound by the law of the carnal nature. We were set free to the Law of
Eternal Life; the Law of the Spirit. Our spiritual boundary is not limited
to a physical location. We proved that in the desert. This why it was not
enough to set us free from physical chains. Messiah Yeshua, through His
sacrifice, set us free to live by The Spirit....The Holy Torah, HaShem’s
boundary of freedom.

D’TZACH, ADASH, B’ACHAV
“The Egyptians believed that Pharaoh was the god of the Nile and that
other gods ruled over other facets of creation. The Ten Plagues came
to prove HaShem’s absolute control over the entire world and all its
creations.” The Eishes Chayil Haggadah
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Dayeinu ~ It would have been Sufficient
“They will gush forth the fame of your abounding goodness, and they will sing
of your righteousness.” Psalm 145:7

Had He brought us out of Egypt but not judged the Egyptians.
Dayeinu
Had He executed judgments against them but not upon their gods.
Dayeinu
Had He executed judgments against their gods but not slain the firstborn.
Dayeinu
Had He slain the firstborn but not given us their wealth.
Dayeinu
Had He given us their wealth but not split the sea for us.
Dayeinu
Had He split the sea for us but not led us through it on dry land.
Dayeinu
Had He led us through it on dry land but not drowned the Egyptians
Dayeinu
Had He drowned the Egyptians but not provided for us in the desert.
Dayeinu
Had He provided for us in the desert but not fed us manna.
Dayeinu
Had He fed us manna but not given us the Shabbat.
Dayeinu
Had He given us the Shabbat but not brought us to Har Sinai
Dayeinu
Had He brought us to Har Sinai but not given us the Torah.
Dayeinu
Had He given us the Torah but not brought us into the Land of Israel.
Dayeinu
Had He brought us into the Land of Israel but not built the Temple.
Dayeinu

jxp ka vsdv
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Used to teach: Whoever has not explained the following
three things on Pesach has not fulfilled his duty:
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Pesach ~ The Pesach Offering. Matzah ~ The Unleavened Bread
Maror ~ The bitter herbs
The lamb shank bone is lifted during the following paragraph.

Pesach ~ Why did our fathers eat of the Pesach lamb in the days of the
Temple? Because the Holy One, Blessed be He, passed over the houses of
our fathers in Egypt as it is written: “It is a pesach offering for HaShem, Who
passed over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the
Egyptians and spared our houses; and the people bowed down and prostrated themselves.” Shemos 12:27
The middle matzah is lifted during the following paragraph.

Matzah ~ Why do we eat this unleavened bread? Because the dough of our
forefathers did not have time to rise before the King of kings, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, revealed Himself and redeemed them from slavery. As it is
written: They had baked matzot cakes from the dough that they brought out
of Egypt. It had no chametz, because they were thrust out of Egypt and could
not delay, so they had not made provisions for themselves.” Shemot 12:39
The maror is lifted and displayed during the following paragraph.

Maror ~ Why do we eat this bitter herb on Pesach night? Because of the

Thus, how much more so should we be grateful to HaShem for all of the
miracles and favors which He has showered upon us! He redeemed us from
Egypt and He redeemed us from sin. He has provided for us the blood of
the Pesach Lamb, Yeshua the Messiah, in Whose merit we enter into the
eternal promise! He is the Beis HaMikdash that atones for us.
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bitterness we suffered while in bondage. As it says: “They embittered their
lives with hard labor, with mortar and bricks, and with all manner of labor in
the field: Whatever service they made them perform was with hard labor.”
Shemot 1:14
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