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Because changes are
happening so quickly
due to the coronavirus
threat, it is important to
look for communications
from the Church via our
Facebook page and
mass emails.
When this document
was printed we were in
hopes that all published
events were a go,
however if you have
questions if an event is
still a go, please call the
church office.

Nehemiah Project 2020
Nominations have Begun
You can pick up a nomination form
for this year’s Nehemiah Project
family at the Church. We will also be
working to put a link online for you
to download the form so be looking
for an announcement on our
Facebook page for the link. Deadline
for nominations is June 15! Thanks
for your nomination and please
contact Elgin Glanzer or
Pastor Gordon for more information.

Our Vision . . .
to Reach the lost
to Disciple Believers
and Equip all for ministry

Our Mission

To see the transformation
of people and the building of
families because of the
love, grace, worship, and
truthofJesusChrist

Our Core Values:

Love
Grace
Worship
Truth

from Pastor Gordon

Hello Emmanuel Family!
By the time you receive this in the June Acts and Facts we will have distributed information
about our reopening of services on Sunday, June 7. If you haven’t received the email about the
guidelines, I encourage you to contact the Church Office or find them on our Facebook page. You will
note that our reopening on June 7 is the first step in what we believe will be steps leading to a full
reopening sometime soon. I continue to ask that we all be patient as decisions are made and that we
consider carefully how we respond to the variety of perspectives in regard to our reopening. In other
words, we may not all agree on the steps for reopening, but it’s my hope that we can all agree that we
will lift up the Kingdom of God first and foremost as we care for each other.
Let’s also not let the virus situation overshadow our disaffiliation from the UMC that will be
complete on July 1, 2020. On that day we will become Emmanuel Church, Inc. and will take our first
step into a new era of ministry at Emmanuel Church. Much has gone into preparing for this time in our
Church’s history. Prayer, discernment, dialogue, sacrifice, diligent work, and gracious handling of the
disaffiliation process have all been activated during this season of transition into becoming a nondenominational Church. We’ll rely on the leading of the Holy Spirit as we take these brave, new steps
and I believe we’re going to see many come to Christ as well as miracles take place. Let’s not lose sight
of the mission to which we’ve been called as a Church Family!
Friends, I’m weary. I’ve felt like the unity of our Body of believers has been put to the test and in
some ways, I’ve seen it bend, though I don’t believe it’s been broken. I’ve heard words of frustration,
impatience, and divisiveness among words of hope, encouragement, and unity. There’s no question that
this season of the virus has affected our emotions and our former routines. So, allow me to remind each
of us that the world is watching the Church. They’re saying one of two things. “See there! I told you.
Even the Church can’t get along when the pressure’s on”. Or they’re saying, “There’s something different
about the Church. They have a sense of peace and hope. I want that for myself!”. How we treat each
other, how we use our words, how we love others will speak volumes to the world around us. What will
we choose?
As I close, I want to remind us of the strong Word Paul gives us in Philippians 2:14-18:
14
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of
God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”[c] Then you will shine among them like stars in the
sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to
boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But
even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with
all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
Let us shine like stars in this generation for God’s glory and
for the advancement of His Kingdom! I love you Emmanuel
Family! Blessings!!
Pastor Gordon

June 2020 Newsletter
Camps! Camps! Camps!
Camps are coming up, so you should sign up!
Golden Bell Deadline is June 1, 2020
Middle School EKC Deadline is June 10, 2020
More information can be found on the
Emmanuel Church Website or Facebook
Page!
If camps aren’t your thing, don’t worry! We
will have other events this Summer to get
involved!

Mission Interest Sign Up!
If you are interested in going on the Momentum Mission Trip in the Summer of
2021! We are taking names of interested
Students!
There is some exciting changes going on
with the trip, but it will be no less meaningful and spiritually developing!
To get first-hand information, you will
need to sign up as an interested candidate
now to be invited to the first Momentum
Mission Meeting happening in August!
This trip will be for students either in high
school or going into high school! In other
words, if you are in 8th-12th Grade during
the 2020-2021 school year, you can sign up
for more information!

School is finally out! It has been a crazy several months, but we have made it to June! I know this summer may not look
like we had hoped for many of us, and know that we are praying with you and for you to experience God’s peace that
passes all understanding. I encourage you to get creative in how you and your family spend your time this summer, and
start your days as a family with a short devotional. Contact Rachel for ideas on family and children’s devotionals if
needed.
Tips for talking to your kids about church social distancing:
I know we have been itching to be back in church together, and the reality is that church will look different than what
we remember, and our kids may not be ready for it. Here are some tips on how to talk to your kids about social distancing on Sunday mornings.
Talk about it honestly and age appropriately. Let them know church will look different. The chairs will be
spaced differently. Some people will be wearing masks. People won’t be hugging and shaking hands. And for the
time being, all children will be in the service together. Preparing your kids for the experience will help them feel
like their feelings matter and will help them to not be as shocked by the changes.
Emphasize Hand Sanitizer and Washing Hands: Please help kids to remember that they can protect others and
themselves by making sure to wash their hands and use hand sanitizer. Bring your own so that you know you
will have enough. This may help them feel safer.
Be prepared for a range of responses: Some kids may feel perfectly fine with how things are set up. But some
may be so thrown off by the change, that they shut down. Be ready to comfort and be willing to answer their
questions. Questions are how kids make sense of the world around them.
Let them know how they will be served during the service: We want our kids to still experience some sort of
teaching at their age level. Let your child know there will be age appropriate activities for them to do quietly
while the service is going.
Summer Bible Reading Challenge: We are going to kick off another 100 days of Bible reading this summer! Visit the
Emmanuel Kids Facebook group or stop by the church to grab the list for this year. For every 25 chapters read, the kids
will receive a chance to dive into our prize box. Those who complete the challenge will be entered into a drawing for a
$25 Amazon gift card!
Summer Sunday School: If you are interested in trying out teaching our kids for a Sunday or
would love to fill in this summer, please email rbishop@ecabilene.org for more info. We also
highly encourage parents to be part of this as well! We will hope to roll this out in July.
OCC collection
We are collecting an item each month to use for a packing party in October.
This month we will be collecting small toys. Please make sure they are shoe box sized.
Please bring by the church office.
King Solomon Kids Camp: If your child would still like to go to camp, please contact Rachel for
more info! Camp dates are 4th-6th grade: July 20-23 and 1st-3rd grade: July 26-28! Early bird cost will be
$70 for 1st-3rd grade and $100 for 4th-6th grade. If you would like to go ahead and register your child,
please pick up a camp form from the church or print one off at www.kingsolomon.cc. Registrations
will not be officially taken until the all clear is given from state and local government.
Vacation Bible School: Stayed tuned to find out more info about our modified summer activities.
Your child’s safety is most important to us, but we also want to give kids an opportunity to
experience the transforming love of Jesus this summer! Stay tuned!

Worship Musician CHANGES AHEAD – The Covid-19 pandemic has given Pastor Marc and the Creative
Arts Planning Team some time to evaluate new approaches to worship arts ministry. Be on the lookout for some exciting changes that are being finalized.
Beginning Guitar Class – Pastor Marc is teaching another beginning guitar class during the summer.
RSVP by June 15 to Pastor Marc and he will establish a weekly meeting time after that point. If you
don’t have a guitar, let Pastor Marc know.
Concert of Prayer – May 31, 6pm. Mark your calendar. Whether this will be a live event or on Zoom is
still being determined.
Block Out Dates for July-September – Worship team members: don’t forget to block out your dates for
the months of July – September. This guarantees that you won’t be scheduled on a day that you are
unavailable.
Amp It Up Camp – This pandemic has caused a change of plans for Amp it Up Camp. For this summer,
the Summit Leadership Camp and Amp it Up camp will run simultaneously at Southwestern College.
There is an option for both “in-person” and “virtual” camp. Please contact Pastor Marc if you are interested in this camp experience. Dates are July 21-24.
UPCOMING SERIES:

June: Rise Up and Build: Nehemiah

July: Names of God

August: Connect: Discipleship that Fits

September: Prodigal

DID YOU KNOW—

DID YOU KNOW—

Triads are a perfect way to stay connected and
grow in Jesus. During this time of isolation, a
Triad is a great way to fellowship and study God’s
Word together while observing the virus
mandates. If you’d like to be in a Triad please
contact Joyce Steffen, Discipleship Director at
jsteffen@eaglecom.net or text/call at
785-280-1258.

Community meals will begin on
Monday, June 1. Emmanuel will
serve on June 8 at Trinity
Lutheran Church. It will be carry
out only. There will also be a car
parked at the Baptist church on 14th street to pass
out meals.



Need to Talk? Contact Tina! Tina Price is accepting phone calls from anyone who might just
need to talk about what they’re going through in
the midst of the Corona Pandemic. Tina has had a
lot of experience counseling and
ministering to people going
through life challenges. The Staff is
always willing to talk, as well. Give
her a call if you just need to talk
through things! 785-770-7545


Emmanuel Church YouTube Channel!
We will be providing information soon
about our new Emmanuel Church
YouTube channel. Sermons, livestream,
and other resources will be made available there
in addition to our website and Facebook
page. Our Facebook page and mass emails will
remain our most used avenues of communication,
so please check these regularly.


Weekly Video Update from
Pastor Gordon! We have had weekly
video updates for the past few weeks
that give me the opportunity to share
some upcoming items as well as a
word of encouragement. These are broadcast on
our Facebook page and can be watched
anytime. These are typically available by Friday,
but in some cases by Thursday evenings. We
hope you’ll watch them to help stay connected
and informed.

www.ecabilene.org

We have been helping Sister Loretta at Neighbor
to Neighbor on Wednesday’s. The planning
committee for the Community Meals felt a
commitment to NTN’s so we have decided to make
enough food to donate what is left over to NTN’s.
The food will be prepared at our church and taken
to Trinity and the Baptist Church.
Please signup on the bulletin board if you can help
with preparation or serving.


Emmanuel United Methodist
Church is pleased to announce the
following scholarship award for the
Awarded
2020-2021 school year.
The Wilma and Lester Green Memorial
Scholarship in the amount of $5,000.00 has been
awarded to Kenneth “Chance” Liebau. Chance is
the son of Judd & Amy Liebau, and will be a
freshman attending Kansas Wesleyan University,
Salina, Kansas majoring in Sports Management
and Communication.


Please check the list of items needed
at the Salina Rescue Mission. The list
is posted on the bulletin board in the
east hallway. This list is updated each
month. Won’t you see if you can help
in any way?


Pregnancy Service Center—Baby
bottles can be picked up in the
tower entrance. Fill with coins or a
check for the Salina PSC! Bring
back around Father’s Day.


The church office will be closed on
Friday, July 3 for the
Independence Day Holiday!

Life after hail . . .

CONGREGATION SUBMISSION

Thursday, May 7, 2020
by John Cook

Three tiny, but perfectly formed leaves caught my eye.
They looked a bit out of place in my devastated garden, clinging as they were to a denuded pepper plant
which now was nothing more than a green stick.
Around it, something I have never seen before. The soil was relatively moist and its surface looked a lot
like the skin of a golf ball — dimpled by two lengthy waves of quarter-sized and larger hail stones. Kansas
being Kansas, I have seen lots of hail. But this looked unusual. Even where the soil is covered by
chopped straw mulch, the unusual pattern was visible, telling of the insult even though the stones had
quickly melted and disappeared.
A bed of a new-to-me variety of onion told a similar story. The graceful tops of lush early growth were
literally chopped by the hail — fragments scattered across the bed.
Any question I had about their ability to bounce back after the storm was answered on this second day
after as I saw those ragged remainders — then beaten into the ground — now standing at attention,
soaking up the afternoon sun. If anything, their ragged tops boasted of their re-emergence.
I had briefly considered pulling up and discarding the pepper and tomato plants that had been stripped to
the stalk. I didn’t see any prospect for those plants -- bereft of leaves as they were -- to recover. Yet those
three tiny leaves suggested they had already begun.
Yes, I know that they will be “set back.” The fruit may be later, it may not be as large or as plentiful. I’d like
to believe, however, that when it does come, it will be even sweeter.
I know something about storms. I know something about recovery. I know that God invests the potential
for recovery in each of His creations. It’s essential in this imperfect and sin-infested world. He placed that
potential and He desires for it to be used.
I also know that our Adversary knows that we are most easily defeated when we feel alone; when we are
tempted to believe that we are the only one -- ever -- to face these storms and, feeling alone and overwhelmed, tempted to give up. Yet the One who says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you,” means
exactly what He says. And that promise means we never face the storm alone.
Despite the limitations we face with the current virus situation, the One who never leaves us alone so
often provides those "little green leaves," of encouragement along the way ... reminders that He has
already prepared for our recovery.
Few words are more precious in these times than those
of the Psalmist in Psalm 121: "I lift my eyes to the
mountains -- where does my help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth."
"The Lord will keep you from all harm -- he will watch
over your life, the Lord will watch over your coming and
going both now and forever more."
Yeah ... I think I'll just keep an eye on those plants.
There's a greater gardener watching over them and I
suspect He will send great lessons, if not greater
blessings, if I just keep looking to see the works of
His hand.

“I lift my eyes to the
mountains -where does my
help come from?
My help comes from the
Lord, the maker of heaven and
earth.”
Psalm 121

DID YOU KNOW—

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Please save your pop-top rings for the Ronald
McDonald House, place them in the box on the east
counter in the church kitchen. Help families in need!

PRAISE & PRAYERS:
Praise & Thank you: For our Emergency Medical
Responders, Doctors, Nurses, Physician Assistants,
Aides, Fire Fighters, Law Enforcement



MARK YOUR CALENDAR
COMING SOON
July 1 & 2—Vacation Bible School Set-up
July 3—Office Closed for Independence Day
July 4—4th of July Outreach
July 6-10—Vacation Bible School
July 11—Youth Tubing & Lake Day
July 12—VBS Sunday
July 18-23—High School Camp
July 20-23—4th & 5th Grade Camp
July 21—24—AMP it Up Camp
July 26-28—1st-3rd Grade Camp
July 26—Set-up for 4H Fashion Review
July 27—4H Fashion Review
July 30—August 2—Water Tent
July 30—Office closes at 3PM for the Central Kansas
Free Fair Parade
August 4—Preschool “Back to School” Info Night
August 8—Children Back to School Party
August 17—First Day of Emmanuel’s Preschool
August 30—One Worship Sunday at 10AM



CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Rosanlee “Rosie” Holt (husband of Twila Holt)
Beverly (Bev) Schmutz (mother of Rob Schmutz; sister of
Naoma Foltz and Sharon Schmutz)
Carl Prater (father of Jesse Prater)
Bill Gfeller (grandfather of Mikael Gfeller)
Michael (Riley O’Neal’s girlfriends uncle)
Amos Schwiezer (relative of Brenda O’Neal)
Dean Robson (father of Diane Loftness)
Wilma Beemer
Family of the father of Lucas Cole
Ron Smith (brother of Linda Cook)
Family of the grandmother of Nikki Young
Larry Holt (brother-in-law of Twila Holt;
uncle of Linda Morgan
Alan Merola

Anguiano, Julie
Bathurst, Charity
Brown, Greg
Cook, Andy
Cook, Kristi
Cooper, Zach
Crane, Cara
Demars, Nicole
Diercks, Heidi
Dulohery, Cheryl

Pray for: Ana Weissenbach, Carla Rankin, Nikki
Young, Dale Pulkrabek, Charles Stoffer, Brian &
Terry Cook
PRAYER FOR WORLD/NATIONAL CONCERNSPresident Trump
Israel
U.S. Troops & their Families
Sec. of Labor—Eugene Scalia
Acting Dir. of the Office of Management & BudgetRuss Vought
Acting Dir. on National Intelligence—Joseph
Maguire
Governor Kelly
Tornado victims
Small Business Owners & employees
Mandated Vaccines
Discernment & Wisdom in these times
Country of Australia
Persecuted Christians in Iran
Coronavirus contained
Suicide Rate Increase
Domestic Violence Increase
PRAYER FOR OUR LEADERSHIPPastor Gordon McClure
Pastor Marc Riegel
Corbin Kellum
Rachel Bishop
Call the church office (785.263.3342) if you have a prayer
request. Your need will be prayed for by 50 Prayer Chain
volunteers. In addition, all prayer requests will be listed
in the bulletin for two weeks.

Keep our Administrators, Teachers & Support Staff in your prayers Ediger, Laura
McClure, Amy
Signer, Erin
Hoover, Amanda
O’Neal, Brenda
Smith, Shari
Hunter, Jasmine
Prater, Christie
Stroud, Christina
Kellum, Lauren
Riegel, Dwynne
Tiernan, Tara
Klein, Tim
Rock, Valerie
Tompkins, Aaron
Koop, Mona
Rogers, Traci
Wade, Teresa
Lady, Megan
Roth, Brian
Weishaar, Julie
Linenberger, Jamie
Roth, Deb
Weishaar, Toby
Linenberger, Michael
Russell, Carol
Womochil, Paige
Lucas, Zach
Schultze, Michelle

JUNE 2020
1Deadline to signup for 10:00am
2 Equipping Staff 4:00pm
3 Creative Arts

4

5

8

11

12

High School Camp at
Golden Bell in Divide, CO

7

8:00am Prayer for Our
Meeting, Conf. Room 1 Planning Mtg., Conf. Rm 1
City, KJIL Radio Station
6:30pm Worship Team
Rehearsal, WC

9

10

6

9:00am Triad, Living
Room Area

8:00-10:00am Community 10:00am Equipping Staff
8:45am Early Worship,
Deadline to signup for 8:00am Prayer for Our
Meal Prep, Kitchen Mtg., Conference Room 1 Middle School EK Camp
WC, 111
City, KJIL Radio Station
1:00-3:00pm Community 2:00pm Staff Meeting,
11:00am Late Worship,
6:30pm Worship Team
Meal Prep, Kitchen
WC, 111
Conf. Rm 1
Rehearsal, WC

13
9:00am Triad, Living
Room Area
10:00am Triad,
Conference Room 1

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21.Father’s Day

22

23

24

25

26
27
Middle School Extreme Middle School Extreme

DEADLINE for July
Deadline to submit
10:00am Equipping Staff 6:30pm Worship Team
8:45am Early Worship,
8:00am Prayer for Our
5:30pm 6th Grade
Acts & Facts Articles
Nehemiah Project
Mtg., Conference Room 1
WC, 111
Rehearsal, WC City, KJIL Radio Station
Welcome , 300
Nominations
9:00am Triad, Living
11:00am Late Worship,
Room Area
WC, 111 7:00pm Emmanuel Church
Board Meeting, 205 or
2:30pm Youth to Batting
6:00pm Worship Team
Conf. Rm 1
Cages at DK Fitness in
Night, WC
Chapman + Pizza

Middle School Extreme Middle School Extreme Middle School Extreme
6:00pm Nehemiah Core
Camp, Mena, AR
Camp, Mena, AR
Camp, Mena, AR
Bring Baby Bottles back
Team Meeting, 205
full of change for the
10:00am Equipping Staff 6:30pm Worship Team
8:00am Prayer for Our
Salina Pregnancy Service
Mtg., Conference Room 1
Rehearsal, WC City, KJIL Radio Station
Center
2:00pm Staff Meeting,
6:00pm 4th Thursday
8:45am Early Worship,
Conf. Rm 1
Open Prayer, 205
WC, 111
11:00am Late Worship,
WC, 111

28

Middle School Extreme
Camp, Mena, AR

8:45am Early Worship,
WC, 111
11:00am Late Worship,
WC, 111

29

30

Middle School Extreme 10:00am Equipping Staff
Camp, Mena, AR
Mtg., Conference Room 1

Camp, Mena, AR

Camp, Mena, AR

9:00am Triad, Living
Room Area
10:00am Triad,
Conference Room 1

Because changes are happening so quickly
due to the coronavirus threat, it is important
to look for communications from the Church
via our Facebook page and mass emails.
When this document was printed events in
“RED” were still pending, we were in hopes
that all published events were a go, however
if you have questions if an event is still a go,
please call the church office at 785.263.3342.
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YOUR STAFF:
PHONE EXT.
785-263-3342 POSITION

CELL
PHONE

E-MAIL

PERSON

gmcclure@ecabilene.org

Pastor Gordon McClure
Day Off—Friday

224

Senior Pastor

rbishop@ecabilene.org

Rachel Bishop
Day Off—Friday

225

Minister of Children &
Emmanuel’s Preschool
Director

mriegel@ecabilene.org

Pastor Marc Riegel
Day Off—Friday

223

Associate Pastor of Worship

785-307-0741

ckellum@ecabilene.org

Corbin Kellum
Day Off—Monday

221

Youth Past0r

620-388-0900

rmacy@ecabilene.org

Rita Macy

220

Office Coordinator

785-200-0725

prothfuss@ecabilene.org

Pam Rothfuss

222

Financial Administrator

wbishop@ecabilene.org

William Bishop

Building & Grounds
Maintenance Supervisor

swheeler@ecabilene.org

Sherry Wheeler

Preschool Teacher

316-519-7299

785-571-7447

785-727-6784

It’s important for people to know their ministers are available when someone has a question, needs some help, or just
wants to talk for awhile. Our office coordinator, Rita Macy, will be happy to receive your office visits, telephone calls, and
email messages. We work diligently to use the communication resources available, such as voice mail and cell phones, to
be available most of the time for questions. Our pledge to the congregation is to respond in a timely and courteous
manner. When someone calls and says, “It’s urgent,” we will be contacted by the quickest means possible. The ministers
are often out of the building for a variety of ministry tasks. They are available to schedule an appointment with you at
your convenience. Please contact us if we can be of help to you. We want to be available to serve you!

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

MILITARY SERVICE

If you are wanting to put an article into the July Acts & Facts Newsletter, please have the article to the church no
later than the 20th of June. You may either put it in Rita’s slot in the wooden boxes hanging on the wall in the tower
entrance, or e-mail it to Rita at rmacy@ecabilene.org; please indicate that it is for Acts and Facts.
Articles may be edited.

Following are names of active servicemen connected to Emmanuel. Please keep them and
their families in your prayers. If there are others connected to our church that are presently
serving, please get their name to the church office.
Lucas Cole (husband of Taylor Cole) US Army
Robert & Jennifer Dietzler (Mark & Marilyn Dietzler’s son & daughter-in-law) US Army
David Fulton (Clarence & Eileen Garten’s grandson) US Army
Travis Gregg (Sherry Osland’s nephew) US Navy
Anthony Johnston (Joan Boyd’s grandson) National Guard
Kyle Jones (husband of Megan Jones) US Army Reserve
Matt Nichols (grandson of Calita Niland) US Marines

Stop by the tower entrance display and pick up a prayer list
of those serving our country.

