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Because changes are
happening so quickly
due to the coronavirus
threat, it is important to
look for communications
from the Church via our
Facebook page and
mass emails.
When this document
was printed we were in
hopes that all published
events were a go,
however if you have
questions if an event is
still a go, please call the
church office.

Jim Hendricks Concert
January 10 at 6pm
Our Vision . . .

We will use this concert to showcase our new
(to us) grand piano. Jim is a world class
pianist who has played with many celebrities
over the years and is professor of piano at
Chicago University.
You’ll marvel at his ministry through music.
A Free Will offering will be taken for Jim.

to Reach the lost
to Disciple Believers
and Equip all for ministry

Our Mission

To see the transformation
of people and the building of
families because of the
love, grace, worship, and
truthofJesusChrist

Our Core Values:

Love
Grace
Worship
Truth

from Pastor Gordon

Hello Emmanuel Family!
The new year is here, and we say goodbye to a year that brought so many twists and turns that we may all
feel a little “car sick” from the journey. Yet through the challenges of 2020 God remained so very faithful to Emmanuel Church. I’ll take some time on January 3 at both of our services and online to share some reflections of
2020 and a look ahead to goals for 2021 as we ask God to help us be in tune with His heartbeat and the Holy Spirit
in the new year.
There are some key events coming up in January that we hope will encourage and build your faith. I would
first say that the new year is a great time to get involved in a discipleship group. That might be through a Life
Group, Triad, Sunday School Class, Couples Connect, or The Well Classes. It’s my hope that each person who calls
Emmanuel Church home would be actively involved in growing in their relationship with Jesus. For more information about how to get involved in one of our discipleship avenues, please contact me or Joyce Steffen, Discipleship Director. There are sign ups at the sign-up boards, as well.
On Sunday, January 10 at 6pm we’ll host Jim Hendricks, world class pianist, to dedicate our new grand
piano that was the product of much generosity last year. You’ll be amazed at Jim’s musical gifts and his ministry in
music.
Wednesday, January 13 at 6:30pm Well Classes begin. You can find information about the four classes
being offered elsewhere in the Acts and Facts. Signups are available at the sign-up board. Signing up helps us assign rooms and make plans for materials.
On Sunday, January 17 at 5pm at the Irish Den in Chapman there will be an informational meeting for
Life Groups that we’d like to start in the Chapman area. Come and get more information about how you can become part of one of these new LG’s where we live life together and grow together in Jesus.
Brick by Brick Campaign will continue as we work towards our goal of $22,000 in order to build a Church
in November 2021 in Uruguay, South America. Thanks so much for the generosity that’s already been expressed
that has gotten us near the halfway mark! You can continue to give through check or cash. Just be sure to mark
your gift with “Brick by Brick”. If you’re interested in going on this trip, there will be a meeting on Tuesday, January 12th at 6pm that you’re invited to attend. There will be other Mission Trips in 2021 so keep your eyes open for
upcoming information regarding those.
As I close, I want to bring two words to you that will be the focus of my State of the Church address on January 3rd: Unity and Perseverance. God’s Word has a great deal to say about both of these in the context of our
Church Family and as individual Christ followers. There are chastisements for those things that threaten the unity
of the Body of Christ and there are encouragements to foster unity in the Body of Christ. One honors God and the
other doesn’t.
We persevere as a Church Family and we persevere as
individual Christ followers. Perseverance builds faith. Part of that is
keeping our eyes on Jesus and the prize of eternity that will follow
this life. I believe God is calling us to a higher level of perseverance in
the new year. Where some may quit or give up, we will move ahead
where the things of the Kingdom are concerned. We run the race so
as to win the prize! Blessings on the new year and I hope to see you
soon!
Pastor Gordon

JANUARY
Emmanuel’s Preschool Registration
Emmanuel’s Preschool will be opening up for enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year in February! Emmanuel’s Preschool is a school for students aged 2.55 yrs. focused on the spiritual as well as the academic development of its students. Applications will be
available February 1st in the office. A $25.00 deposit
is needed to hold your spot.
The Well
We will kick off the Well again January 13! There will
be classes for kids ages nursery-5th grade. If you are
interested in serving in nursery, pre-k, or elementary, please let Rachel Bishop know! We’ve had a few
spots come open and would love for you to come
and pour into our sweet kids!
VBS
Mark your calendar because the date for Vacation
Bible School this year will be July 19-23 in the evenings. More info coming soon! If you are interested
in being on a our planning team, please see Rachel
Bishop.
Kids Ministry Training
We will be having a kids ministry training on Sunday, January 31 after the 2nd service. If you work with
kids at all, please plan to attend this training. These
trainings will happen twice a year and in order to
stay certified you must attend at least one. Lunch
will be provided so please sign up at the Kid Bulletin
Board if you will be attending.
OCC January Donation: This month’s donation
item is hats gloves and scarves. These items will be
gathered and used for a packing party in November
for Operation Christmas Child. Please bring these
items by the church office.

Jim Hendricks
Concert, January 10
at 6pm. We will use
this concert to showcase our new (to us)
grand piano. Jim is a
world class pianist
who has played with many celebrities over
the years and is professor of piano at Chicago
University. You’ll marvel at his ministry
through music. A Free Will offering will be
taken for Jim.
New Lights and Lighting Team. As you may
have seen, we’ve done a much-needed update
to our lighting system in the worship center.
We thank a generous donor and the church
board for making this happen. Our biggest
problem NOW… we need a team to run those
lights. Are you artistic?
Do you like color? We are currently assembling a team of volunteers to be our lighting
team. Please consider this great new option to
serve.
The New Year… a great time to start something NEW. Have you been considering using
a musical or technical gift, or learning to increase a potential gift, but haven’t. Use the
News Years Resolution mindset to start something new!! Talk to Pastor Marc about getting
involved!!

DID YOU KNOW—
We are needing someone to do the
“coffee bar” coffee for the months of April,
May, September and December 2021,
would you be interested? It takes about 30
minutes and your commitment would just
be for those Sundays in one of these
months. Please contact the church
office if you can help out.


The church office will be closed on
Friday, January 1 for New Year’s Day.

DID YOU KNOW—
Sunday Lock up Person(s) needed—
Would you be available to lock up the Church on
the second Sunday of each month after the 11AM
service? If you attend the 11AM service you could
just do it then, if you attend the
8:45AM service you would need to
come back around 12:30pm.
Contact the church office if you could
help out once a month.


Save the Date!
Emmanuel Leadership
Breakfast
Saturday, January 23
from 8am-11am.


Service Project at Salina Rescue Mission
-1716 Summers Rd on the First Monday
of every month (January 4), meet at the
Mission at 5:45PM. Contact Brad Steffen
at 785-452-5012 for more information.
NOTE: Masks are required.
Please check the list of items needed at the Salina
Rescue Mission. The list is posted on the bulletin board
in the east hallway. This list is updated each month.
Won’t you see if you can help in any way?


January 17, 2021
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday


Concerts of Prayer will be led by our Prayer Ministry
Team at 6:00 pm in room 205 on the following dates.
Sunday, January 24
Sunday, February 28
Sunday, March 28
Sunday, April 25
Sunday, May 30
Sunday, June 27
Sunday, July 25
Sunday, August 22
Sunday, September 12
Sunday, October 24
Sunday, November 28
Sunday, December 26
It will be a simple time to come together and seek the
Lord through praying alone and with others. If you
have a prayer need you can come and be prayed for,
as well. Our Prayer Team is here to serve your prayer
needs and part of that is praying with you
if you so desire.

We ask that you RSVP to Rita at the Church
Office by emailing her at rmacy@ecabilene.org or
by calling the Church Office at 785-263-3342 no
later than Friday, January 15.


Inclement
Weather
Information
Just a reminder of ways
you can learn whether
Emmanuel Church will continue with activities
and worship if ice and snow make it questionable:
We will hold Sunday morning worship and all
other activities whenever possible. One guideline
we use is "if the Abilene Public Schools cancel
school or activities, then all activities at
Emmanuel Church are also canceled." For
example, if school is canceled or dismissed early
on Wednesday, there would be no Wednesday
evening activities at Emmanuel Church. Decisions
about week-end activities, and especially Sunday
worship, will be made with our best information
and regarding the safety of all our congregation.
We will do our best to make cancellation
announcements on the following media:
Radio Stations KABI and KJIL;
Television Stations KSNW, KAKE, KWCH,
WIBW, Facebook and mass E-Mails.

DID YOU KNOW—
Website Giving

If you’d like to give through our website at ecabilene.org please go to the drop down menu marked RESOURCES
and click on “online giving”. Follow the prompts from there. If you give via a debit or credit card, there will be a 2.6%
fee that can be added to your giving to cover the cost of online giving. You can also link it to a checking account
and there will be no fee.

App Giving

If you’d like to give on the F1Go app, go to the bottom right corner of the opening page and tap on “give”. Follow
the instructions from there. You will be able to store giving information if you choose. If you give via a debit or credit
card, there will be a 2.6% fee that can be added to your giving to cover the cost of online giving. You can also link it
to a checking account and there will be no fee.

ACH

For information about setting up ACH giving through your bank account, please contact
Pam Rothfuss, Business Administrator at prothfuss@ecabilene.org or call her at 785-263-3342.

In Offering Boxes

You can also give in the traditional way in the offering boxes at services.

Mail

Stay Connected!

Find addresses, phone numbers
etc. of those connected with
Emmanuel Church

You can mail in your check to the Church Office, 1300 N Vine St, Abilene, KS 67410.

DID YOU KNOW—
On Wednesday, January 13
we’ll launch the Spring
edition of The Well with
Classes beginning at
6:30pm. Please keep in mind
there will be no meal served this Spring. Tables
will be provided in the Worship Center for those
who may wish to bring their own dinner. We’ll
make efforts to social distance in our classes.
There will be four adult classes offered along with
youth and kids activities.
Please sign up TODAY for the adult classes!

DID YOU KNOW—

the
WELL

Classes held January 13-April 14, 2021
“Where in the World is “Will”? taught by Pastor Gordon
If you’ve ever struggled to hear, to understand God’s
will for you and your life, this is an experience to lead
you through this journey. Most people live their entire
lives without ever knowing fully God’s will. The reason
often stems from a lifetime of praying and asking the
incorrect question. The questions often leading people
in a floundering, frustrating walk with Jesus and understanding His will are usually “God, what do you want
me to do/Where do you want me to go?” This DVD
study by Todd Braschler is designed to help you identify God’s will and call on your life.
“Women’s Study of Hosea” - taught by Tina Price
A Precept Upon Precept Inductive Study about the
prophet Hosea. Hosea was the last prophet to the
Northern Kingdom of Israel before they were taken
captive to Assyria. He cried out to a nation caught up
in harlotry, a nation which chose to abandon God and
go after pagan idols. In Hosea you can learn how God
deals with those who turn away from Him and about a
love that will not let you go.
“Evidence Through Archaeology” taught by Scott Hill
A study of archaeology has corroborated many
accounts that are found in the Bible. There have been
many recent discoveries that further lend credence to
the Biblical accounts of things like the Red Sea parting, the destruction of various cities, and other items
recorded in Scripture. This class will take a look at the
evidence that supports some of these Biblical
accounts.
“The Rock, The Road, The Rabbi” taught by Sherry Osland
This is a DVD series with a study book included. It is
guided by Kathie Lee Gifford as she travels and teaches from the different sights in the Holy Land. Her faith
and many trips to the Holy Land have inspired her to
dig deeper into the meanings of the Holy Scriptures. She gleans from the insights of Ray Vander
Laan (a renowned scholar of the Jewish culture and
Bible in original Hebrew and Greek) and insights, also,
from Rabbi Jason Sobel (a messianic Jew). It is a
virtual tour of the Holy Land.

Nursery-6:30-7:30 There will be nursery
provided for ages 0-2 years old in Room 102 where your
child will be cared for in a safe and loving environment.
Preschool Well-6:30-7:30 If your child is ages 3-4 yrs
old, and not in kindergarten, they are invited to join us
for the preschool Well. This will be a fun time of music,
crafts, Bible lesson, and more.

Elementary Well- 6:30-7:30 If your child is
Kindergarten-5th grade, we want them to come join us for
The Elementary Well. Each week we will rotate through
in smaller groups and experience God through praise and
worship, an applicable Bible lesson, playing games, and
working on scripture memory. We will then split into
small age-graded/gender specific small groups at the
end! All activities will take place in the Emmanuel Kids
hallway.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL “WELL”
5:30-6:30pm - Hangin’ in the Youth Wing
6:30-7:30pm - Teaching time.
Youth will meet in the youth wing.

DID YOU KNOW—

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Please save your pop-top rings for the Ronald
McDonald House, place them in the box on the east
counter in the church kitchen. Help families in need!

PRAISE & PRAYERS:
Praise & Thank you: Thank our church family for
all your prayers during my sickness. I felt them all.
God Bless!! - Kevin Harris; Thanks for all your
prayers—Jim & Connie Covington;



MARK YOUR CALENDAR
COMING SOON
February 1- Registration for 2021-22 Preschool Begins
February 6—All Church Family Movie—2pm
February 14—Meal + Youth Bake Auction—5:30pm
February 19 & 20—Men’s Retreat
February 19 & 20—
February 24—Easter Choir Rehearsals Begin
February 26 & 27—Escape Room
March 5—Gracia Burnham Event
March 6—12-Hours of Prayer Event
March 14—Daylight Saving Time begins
March 14-17—High School Exposure Event
March 19-21—Confirmation Retreat
March 26-27 –Parenting Conference
March 28—Palm Sunday



CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Gene Brax (grandfather of Nicole Demars)
Harris Laing (husband of Jolene Laing)
Nola Sylvester (mother of Norene Klein)
David Demars (father of Jason Demars)
Elgene Sylvester (father of Norene Klein)
Mary Richard (mother of Shelley Carroll)
Maxine Ortman (mother of Jean Detrich)
Rhonda Johnson (daughter of Joe Hess)
Connie Stirtz (mother of Ryan Stirtz;
sister of Orrene Wetzel)
Quinton Unruh (nephew of Doug Sheern)
Dillard Klein (husband of Shirley Klein)
Margo Watts (mother of Val Johnson)
Leo Foster
Chris Southwick (husband of Kerry Southwick)

Pray for: Melissa Williams, Bonnie Meier, Wanda,
for our country, Terry McGrath, Denise Hull, Paula
Cook, Maria Murunga, Daryl Roney, Chantiel,
Perry DeWeese, Linda Emig, Devin Frye, Darryl
Cannon
PRAYER FOR WORLD/NATIONAL CONCERNSPresident
U.S. Military & their family
Israel-peace treaties
Police
Country of Armenia
Judges-wisdom
Congress
Election process to be fairly assessed and
appropriate changes to be made
Vaccines
Opening of our country
Unity
Education System
Nursing Home Residents & workers
Families to be united
Government for the people, by the people
Persecuted Christians in Mali
Small Businesses
PRAYER FOR OUR LEADERSHIPPastor Gordon McClure
Pastor Marc Riegel
Corbin Kellum
Rachel Bishop
Call the church office (785.263.3342) if you have a prayer
request. Your need will be prayed for by 50 Prayer Chain
volunteers. In addition, all prayer requests will be listed
in the bulletin for two weeks.

Keep our Administrators, Teachers & Support Staff in your prayers Barnes, Emily
Bathurst, Charity
Bathurst, Jeff
Brown, Denise
Brown, Greg
Cook, Andy
Cook, Kristi
Crane, Cara
Demars, Nicole
Diercks, Heidi
Dulohery, Cheryl
Ediger, Laura
Flora, Avonna

Franz, Bethany
Glanzer, Sheree
Hedstrom, Sherri
Hoover, Amanda
Hunter, Jasmine
Keener, Robert
Kellum, Lauren
Klein, Norene
Klein, Tim
Koop, Mona
Lady, Megan
Linenberger, Jamie
Linenberger, Michael

Lucas, Zach
McClure, Amy
McCook, Andrea
Pekarek, Brian
Pekarek, Robyn
Prater, Christie
Riegel, Dwynne
Robbs, Becky
Rock, Valerie
Rogers, Traci
Roth, Brian
Roth, Deb
Russell, Carol

Schultze, Michelle
Signer, Erin
Sims, Tanya
Smith, Shari
Stroud, Christina
Tiernan, Tara
Tompkins, Aaron
Weishaar, Julie
Weishaar, Toby
Womochil, Paige

JANUARY 2021
31

1 New Year’s Day

8:45am Worship Service,
WC
10:00am Discipleship
Classes
10:00am Confirmation
Class, 300
11:00am Worship Service
WC
12:15pm Children & Youth
Safety Training, 205, WC
6:30pm High School Youth
Group, 300

3

State of the Church–
8:45 & 11AM Services

8:45am Worship Service,
WC
10:00am Discipleship
Classes
11:00am Worship Service
WC
12:30pm HS Leadership
Meeting, 203
4:00pm Financial Peace
Class, Conf. Room 1

10

Church Office Closed
NO PRESCHOOL

4

NO PRESCHOOL

5

6

7

8

2

9:00am Triad, Living
Room Area

9

6:30am Triad, Living Room 4:00pm Creative Arts
8:00am Prayer for Our
3:00pm Hangin’ in the
9:00am Triad, Living
Area
Planning Meeting, Conf.
City, KJIL Radio Station
Youth Wing, 300
Room Area
5:45pm Salina Rescue
10:00am Equipping Staff
Rm 1
Mission Service Project, Mtg., Conference Room 1
6:30pm Worship Team
1716 Summers Rd., Salina 2:00pm Staff Meeting,
Rehearsal, WC
6:30pm Bible Study, 201
Conf. Rm 1
7:30pm Youth Advisory
Council, Conf. Room 1

13

14

15

16

8:45am Worship Service, 3:30pm Kids Leadership 6:30am Triad, Living Room
WC
Area
Team, 104
10:00am Discipleship
6:30pm Bible Study, 201 10:00am Equipping Staff
Classes
Mtg., Conference Room 1
10:00am Confirmation
6:00pm Uruguay Team
Class, 300
Meeting, 205
11:00am Worship Service,
WC
4:00pm Financial Peace
Class, Conf. Room 1
6:00pm Concert by Jim
Hendricks, WC

11

12

Deadline to RSVP for the 9:00am Triad, Living
6:30pm Worship Team
8:00am Prayer for Our
Leadership Breakfast
Rehearsal, WC City, KJIL Radio Station
Room Area
6:30pm the WELL Adult
3:00pm Hangin’ in the
3:30pm Middle School
Classes,
Youth Wing, 300
Event, 300
6:30pm the WELL Youth,
6:30pm High School
300
Event, 300
6:30pm the WELL
Children, Kids Hallway

17
18
19
Sanctity of Human Life
NO PRESCHOOL

20

21

22

23

Sunday
6:30pm Bible Study, 201
Holy Communion
7:00am Confirmation
Class & High School
Students to Wichita
8:45am Worship Service,
WC
10:00am Discipleship
Classes
11:00am Worship Service,
WC

6:30am Triad, Living Room
Area
10:00am Equipping Staff
Mtg., Conference Room 1
2:00pm Staff Mtg.,
Conf. Rm 1
6:30pm Youth Advisory
Council, Conf. Room 1

DEADLINE for February 8:00am Prayer for Our
3:00pm Hangin’ in the
8:00am Leadership
Acts & Facts Articles
City, KJIL Radio Station
Youth Wing, 300
Breakfast, WC, Kitchen
6:30pm Worship Team
9:00am Triad, Living
Rehearsal, WC
Room Area
6:30pm the WELL Adult
Classes,
6:30pm the WELL Youth,
300
6:30pm the WELL
Children, Kids Hallway

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:45am Worship Service,
WC
10:00am Discipleship
Classes
10:00am Confirmation
Class, 300
11:00am Worship Service,
WC
6:00pm Concert of Prayer,
205
6:30pm High School Youth
Group, 300

3:30pm Kids Leadership 6:30am Triad, Living Room
Area
Team, 104
5:00pm St Francis CPR/ 10:00am Equipping Staff
First Aid Class, 211 Mtg., Conference Room 1
6:30pm Bible Study, 201
7:00pm Church Board
Meeting, 205

6:30pm Worship Team
8:00am Prayer for Our
3:00pm Hangin’ in the
9:00am Triad, Living
Rehearsal, WC
City, KJIL Radio Station
Youth Wing, 300
Room Area
6:30pm the WELL Adult
Classes,
6:30pm the WELL Youth,
300
6:30pm the WELL
Children, Kids Hallway
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PERSON

gmcclure@ecabilene.org

Pastor Gordon McClure
Day Off—Friday

224

Senior Pastor

rbishop@ecabilene.org

Rachel Bishop
Day Off—Friday

225

Minister of Children &
Emmanuel’s Preschool
Director

mriegel@ecabilene.org

Pastor Marc Riegel
Day Off—Friday

223

Associate Pastor of Worship

785-307-0741

ckellum@ecabilene.org

Corbin Kellum
Day Off—Thursday

221

Youth Past0r

620-388-0900

rmacy@ecabilene.org

Rita Macy

220

Office Coordinator

785-200-0725

prothfuss@ecabilene.org

Pam Rothfuss

222

Financial Administrator

wbishop@ecabilene.org

William Bishop

Building & Grounds
Maintenance Supervisor

strussell@ecabilene.org

Sherry Trussell

Preschool Teacher

kkohman@ecabilene.org

Kelli Kohman

Preschool Teacher

316-519-7299

785-571-7447

785-727-6784

It’s important for people to know their ministers are available when someone has a question, needs some help, or just
wants to talk for awhile. Our office coordinator, Rita Macy, will be happy to receive your office visits, telephone calls, and
email messages. We work diligently to use the communication resources available, such as voice mail and cell phones, to
be available most of the time for questions. Our pledge to the congregation is to respond in a timely and courteous
manner. When someone calls and says, “It’s urgent,” we will be contacted by the quickest means possible. The ministers
are often out of the building for a variety of ministry tasks. They are available to schedule an appointment with you at
your convenience. Please contact us if we can be of help to you. We want to be available to serve you!

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

MILITARY SERVICE

If you are wanting to put an article into the February Acts & Facts Newsletter, please have the article to the church
no later than the 20th of January. You may either put it in Rita’s slot in the wooden boxes hanging on the wall in the
tower entrance, or e-mail it to Rita at rmacy@ecabilene.org; please indicate that it is for Acts and Facts.
Articles may be edited.

Following are names of active servicemen connected to Emmanuel. Please keep them and
their families in your prayers. If there are others connected to our church that are presently
serving, please get their name to the church office.
Lucas Cole (husband of Taylor Cole) US Army
Robert & Jennifer Dietzler (Mark & Marilyn Dietzler’s son & daughter-in-law) US Army
David Fulton (Clarence & Eileen Garten’s grandson) US Army
Travis Gregg (Sherry Osland’s nephew) US Navy
Anthony Johnston (Joan Boyd’s grandson) National Guard
Kyle Jones (husband of Megan Jones) US Army Reserve
Matt Nichols (grandson of Calita Niland) US Marines

Stop by the tower entrance display and pick up a prayer list
of those serving our country.

