
 

Graduates, Families, Guests, and Members, 

We hope you have enjoyed your time here in worship     
with us today.  We never want to meet together without        
offering the true hope that is Jesus Christ.  The following 

Scriptures outline the path you can follow to receive Christ  
as your Savior.  And please, call us here at First Baptist   

Alex City if we can ever provide help, guidance, or prayer. 

ROMANS 3:23 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 

 
ROMANS 6:23 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of                    
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
ROMANS 5:8 

“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:                                        
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 
ROMANS 10:9-10 

“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’                                         
and believe in your heart God raised Him                                  

from the dead, you will be saved.  
For it is with your heart you believe and are justified,                                                  

and it is with your mouth that you profess                           
your faith and are saved.” 

 
ROMANS 10:13 

“for, ‘Everyone who calls on the                                            
name of the Lord will be saved.’” 
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 Congratulations! 
2020 Graduates 

Malik Bishop 

Andrew Caldwell 

Makenzie Davis 

Neal Finn 

Braxton Haas 

Sarah Anne Rogers 

Erin Smith 

David Thames 

 

 

 

 David 
Thames 

Son of John and          
Margie Thames 

David Thames is a graduate of Benjamin Russell High School.  He will 
be attending Auburn University this fall.  “I would like to thank each and 
every single one of my Sunday school teachers for taking the time to 
pour what they know into me. I am so thankful that I had that kind of 
guidance and that you all cared for me like I was your own. It means 
more than you know. I would also like to thank the church family for   
always looking out and caring for me. I always felt welcomed and knew 
that if I needed help or advice all I had to do was ask. I would finally like 
to thank my parents as well as my two younger sisters, Laura and Libby. 

I could not have done it without the parenting of all four of y’all.” 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”      
                        Jeremiah 29:11 



 

 

 

Erin         
Smith 

Daughter of Kevin                
and Angela Smith 

“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”     
        

      1 Corinthians 10:31  

Erin Smith is a graduate of Benjamin Russell High School.  Erin plans to 
attend college and major in Pre-Optometry.  Erin is the President of Men 
and Women, the secretary of The National Honors Society, the Student 
Government Association Senior Class Treasurer, and a member of First 
Baptist Church. Erin also participates in international competitive twirling 
and competitive dance. All these activities have taught her valuable skills 
that she will later use in her life, and her parents have each played a huge 

role in helping her become the person she is today.   

  

 

  

       Well, students, you made HISTORY with 
your graduation this year!  Though all the         
uncertainty brought on by quarantines and social 
distancing, you still graduated (!!) and will now 
begin taking advantage of new opportunities, 
moving to new places, making new friends, and 
navigating new school and work environments. 

 One thing that will not change is Jesus 
Christ.  He is the same and never changes.  As you 
are moving from dependent to independent 
adults, do not forget about your relationship with 
Christ.  Long-time youth teacher Doug Fields says 
it like this, “Just because you graduate high school 
doesn’t mean you graduate God.”  That is my 
prayer for you.  Don’t graduate God.  Life is going 
to have struggles and emotional ups and downs.  
Take the Godly training received from your     
parents and extended family and your pastors, 
teachers, and church family and continue to 
move closer to Jesus Christ. 
 

I love you all,  
Rev. Brad Averette                                                        
Pastor of Students and Missions 

A Word of             
Encouragement 



 

 

 

Malik      
Bishop   

Son of Tony and              
Tiffany Bishop 

"He is so rich in kindness and grace that He 
purchased our freedom with the blood of His 
Son and forgave our sins."          Ephesians 1:7 

Malik is a graduate of Benjamin Russell High School.  “This year was 
nothing remotely close to what Senior year should have been. So it 
goes, though, right?! I don’t think anything could have been better  
preparation for the life ahead. Things aren’t easy. Things don’t always 
go as planned. But it’s not what happens to us that matters most. What 

matters is how we react.”  

Andrew        
Caldwell 

Son of Cam and                   
Leigh Anne Caldwell 

 

 

 

Sarah Anne 
Rogers         

Daughter of Chris         
and Fadra Rogers 

             Sarah Anne Rogers is a graduate                              
                                      of Benjamin Russell High School.  
She will be attending the University of  Mobile in the fall to play volleyball 
and study Exercise Science. She was honored to become the 2019 Miss 
BRHS, a representative of Junior Leadership Lake Martin, and a UA 
Capstone Leadership Academy participant. She has been a part of the 
BRHS track team and volleyball team and, while in the off-season, was a 
part of Tigers Volleyball Club and TBS Volleyball club. “My most      
memorable youth memory was doing the Tiki man scavenger hunt and 
running all over town to find it. Even though my senior year was cut 
short, this time has brought me closer to the Lord and my family, and I 

am forever thankful for that.” 

“Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace and 
pursue it.”                                                                           
            Psalm 34:14 



 

 

 

Braxton   
Haas 

Son of David            
and Jenny Haas 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.”                                    Galatians 6:9 

                                                                            
    
                                                                                                        
Braxton is a graduate of Benjamin Russell High School.  He played football 
for BRHS and was a member of  the National Honor Society.  He plans to    
attend the University of South Alabama and major in Computer Science 

and Cybersecurity.    

 

 

 

Andrew        
Caldwell 

Son of Cam and                   
Leigh Anne Caldwell 

Andrew graduated from Benjamin Russell High School with a 4.3 GPA 
and is the 2020 Class Salutatorian. He was voted Most Likely To Suc-
ceed. He was awarded the DAR Good Citizen award for 2019-2020 
and was also awarded the I Dare You award by BRHS for 2019. He 
will be attending the University of Alabama at Birmingham in the Fall 
on a Presidential Scholarship to study Neuropsychology.  He would 
like to thank all of his church family for always supporting and loving 

him and also for teaching him God’s way.  

“To our God and Father be glory forever and 
ever. Amen.”                                     
          Philippians 4:20 



 

 

 

Makenzie    
Davis 

Daughter of Stacey      
and Blaire Davis 

Makenzie is                                                                                                             
a graduate of                                                                                                                       
Benjamin Russell High School.  In the fall,                                                                              
she will be attending Central Alabama                                                                    
Community College for two years. After CACC, she plans to attend Auburn    
University to pursue a Pre-Med degree with a focus on Radiography.  While at 
BRHS, she was a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), the Leo 
Club, and The National Honors Society. She was a member of the BRHS varsity 
girls’ volleyball and soccer teams all four years at BRHS. She was named the 
2019 All-Outlook Volleyball Player of the Year and BRHS Female Athlete of the 
Year.  “My most memorable youth experience was our first trip to M-Fuge.  It was 
an amazing experience to serve the community of Mobile even though our van 
broke down on the way there.  We were stuck at a run- down gas station for  3 
hours and were late to the opening ceremony! I also want to share that this quar-
antine has allowed me to grow closer to my family and spend more time with 

God, but I have also learned never to take anything for granted.”   

“For I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”                                                              
            Philippians 4:13 

 

 

 

Neal       
Fenn          

Son of Chris and 
Bridgette Fenn 

                                                                                                                                        
                                
                               
                               
                       
Neal graduated from Benjamin Russell High School with a 3.9 GPA.  He was a 
member of the National Honor Society and was voted Most Talkative for 2020. He 
was a member of the BRHS Bowling Team for 3 years and a member of the BRHS 
Baseball Team for 4 years. He was awarded the Gateway Scholarship to Central 
Alabama Community College where he will be attending and playing baseball in the 
fall. Upon completing his studies at CACC, he will be transferring to Jacksonville 
State University in order to complete his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Crimi-
nal Justice. Neal would like to thank everyone involved with youth and church 

members for helping him to get closer to God in order to become a better person.  

“I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be     
revealed in us.”                             Romans 8:18 


