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Christ’s love compels us to not view anyone from a worldly point of view.

Today in our series, We speak of Grace and Truth, we tackle the issue of 
racism and prejudices.  I hope you are not surprised when I say that racism 
and prejudices are wrong and violate the morals of the Bible.  Yet if you 
leave today and that is all you get out of the sermon, then I have failed.  My 
goal and hope is that the truth of the scripture would lead you to action, to 
make a difference, at least in your circle of influence, if not within the larger 
circle of your neighborhood, work, and school.

Yet just to make sure we are moving in the same direction, let’s start laying 
the theological groundwork of why racism & prejudices are against God’s 
desire and then look at the challenging work of changing our actions.

Let’s start at the end.  In Revelation 5, we have one of the visions of the 
end time that John was privileged to see.  In verse 9 it says, “9 And they 
sang a new song, saying:  ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for 
God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You 
have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth.”  John witnessed that people from every tribe, 
language, people and nation were redeemed and kaleidoscope of peoples 
become apart of the kingdom and priests.  They will be the ones who are 
inheriting this new earth and new heaven.  I would say the vast majority of 
Christians, would agree with this thought and say, yes when God makes 
everything right in the world, then people of all colors will be able to come 
together.  Yet let me ask you is this just a future dream, that we need to 
wait to see?

Galatians 3:26-29 says, “26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.”



Paul is telling us that this glorious scene in heaven has already started or 
should have already started.  What John saw in heaven has already started 
because when you came to Christ then what is seen in you is Christ, it isn’t 
your nationality (Jew or Gentile), it isn’t your station in life (slave or free), 
not is it your gender (male or female).  In other words Christians and 
churches today should be a place where people from all ethnicities and 
color of skin come together in worship.  

Paul doesn’t stop there.  Let me remind you of what we have already 
studied this year in 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, it says, “14 For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  16 So 
from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he 
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”

It is the love of Christ that now compels us to view no one from a worldly 
point of view, no matter what race, color, ethnicity, or sex.  It is our job to 
reach out and share the saving message of Christ to the world around us.

In preparing for this sermon, Bob Ballard gave me a book called Letters to 
a Birmingham Jail.  Some of you will be familiar with the letter that Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. wrote while in prison in Birmingham.  If you are not, 
these letters were addressed to white preachers in Birmingham who had 
written King asking him not to come and protest in Birmingham.  We will 
talk more about that in a minute.  This book was the letters of 10 preachers 
writing back to Dr. King, about how the 50 years since his imprisonment 
have changed.  Let me just confess a telling point about this book.  Of the 



10 pastors, 3 where white, one asian and the remaining six where African 
American.  I knew 2 of the white pastors.  I had never even heard of the 
African American pastors.  A sin, that I am remedying now.  In the book 
Albert Tate, one of the African American pastors told the story of being in 
seminary, and the class having an assignment to go door to door in their 
community to share the gospel.  They were to report back to the class, 
what worked and what didn’t in their evangelism effort.  In the report that 
one group gave, they said that whenever they knocked on a door of an 
African American family, instead of sharing the gospel with them, that they 
gave them the business card of African American church in their 
community, encouraging them to go to that church.  

I will have more to say on this story in a moment, but at this point, let me 
just say, that we are called to reach out to all people with the gospel.  Paul 
said we regard NO ONE from a worldly point of view it does not matter their 
heritage, color or background.  

The vision that John saw in heaven is not something that we are to wait on 
until heaven.  We believe that God established this new kingdom in the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So the place where people 
from all backgrounds come together to worship, should be happening now.  

If this is the case then we need to answer some hard questions.  We need 
to ask why it isn’t happening at a quicker pace?  What are we to do about 
it?  How are we to respond to current cultural issues such as racial unrest, 
black lives matter, white privilege and police shootings?

If you have never read Dr. King’s letters from a Birmingham jail, then you 
have homework today.  Find them online and read them. 

One of the great lines that Dr. King would preach and is found in the letter 
is a quote from the prophet Amos 5:24, “24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream!”  Dr. King’s use of this text shows 
his tremendous grasp of the Bible.  The context in Amos is that God is 
upset with Israel because they are not taking care of the poor in their 
camps.  There is a social injustice that is taking place and God is fed up.  
Earlier in that chapter he says, “Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the 
courts.”  So when he gets to verse 24, he is telling them, this is what it will 



be like when the new Kingdom is established.  Justice will roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a never failing stream.  Well, since we are living in 
the new kingdom, then let me ask you, are you a dam keeping justice from 
rolling on like a river?  Is your action or lack of action keeping 
righteousness dammed up and not flowing down to others?  Here is the 
secret, if you are damming up justice or righteousness, then there is no 
justice and righteousness.  So what can we do as Christians as a church to 
keep justice and righteousness flowing?

It is obvious that the racism that Dr. King faced was a dam for that justice to 
flow down.  I would be shocked if any Christian in this room was okay with 
the type of racism that Dr. King and many African Americans faced during 
slavery, during Jim Crow era laws or shortly after that time frame.  I have 
heard Hallerin Hilton Hill, a DJ on our local news talk radio, say that he 
believes that there is race fatigue in America.  We are tired of hearing about 
it and I think he is specifically referring to white America.  While I 
understand his statement and understand how some can feel that way, let’s 
remember that the stories must never stop being told.  As I read through Dr. 
King’s speech, he says, 

“But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and 
fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have 
seen hate filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and 
sisters; when you see the vast majority of your twenty million Negro 
brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent 
society; when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech 
stammering as you seek to explain to your six year old daughter why she 
can't go to the public amusement park that has just been advertised on 
television, and see tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that 
Funtown is closed to colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority 
beginning to form in her little mental sky, and see her beginning to distort 
her personality by developing an unconscious bitterness toward white 
people; when you have to concoct an answer for a five year old son who is 
asking: "Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so mean?"; when 
you take a cross county drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night 
in the uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel will 
accept you; when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs 
reading "white" and “colored.”



We must never forget, but much like the OT telling the story of Egypt and 
how God saved them from that slavery, we must not stop telling and 
hearing the stories, so they will never be repeated again.  

So while I think the obvious dam of slavery, Jim Crow era laws have been 
knocked away.  The more understated dam that Dr. King was specifically 
addressing in his letter still remains.  Dr. King wrote, “For years now I have 
heard the word "Wait!" It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing 
familiarity. This "Wait" has almost always meant “Never." We must come to 
see, with one of our distinguished jurists that, "Justice too long delayed is 
justice denied.”  He went on to say in even stronger words, “First, I must 
confess that over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed with 
the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that 
the Negro's great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the 
White Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, 
who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; who prefers a negative 
peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the 
presence of justice; who constantly says: ‘I agree with you in the goal you 
seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of direct action;’ who 
paternalistically believes he can set the timetable for another man's 
freedom.”

The white pastors who were telling him to wait, valued order more 
than justice, they valued a negative peace which is the absence of 
tension as to a positive peace which is the presence of justice.

As I read these words, I had to repent.  I never notice the small dam that I 
have created just so there is no tension.  I never notice how I prefer order, 
as a way to stop the river of justice and righteousness from flowing down.

So what small actions and large actions can you take to break these dams 
so justice rolls.

DISPLACEMENT

If you have ever been on a mission trip, then you know what displacement 
means.  Especially if you have gone on a small mission trip, where you 



didn’t have a large group of people you know with you.  When you become 
the minority, it changes your perspective.  You realize how hard, 
frightening, and frustrating it can be when you can’t speak the language, 
when culturally you are out of place and when you feel like others are 
staring at you.  

I challenge you to put yourself in places where you are displaced.  This can 
be done by going on mission trips or purposely finding a place here in 
America where you become the minority.  Become aware of the thoughts 
and feelings that you have when you are displaced.  In doing this you get a 
glimpse of what an immigrant legal or illegal, or a person of a different color 
or race might have when they face struggles in your culture.

I think displacement helps us to understand that we have a culture.  Many 
white people don’t think they have a culture, because they think the way 
that they live is the way to live, but in reality it is your culture and getting 
outside of it, helps you to understand a few things.

One it helps you deal with this phrase white privilege.  If you are like me, 
before I spent time studying on this, I was frustrated and even repulsed by 
that phrase.  The struggle that some white people have with this phrase is 
that we believe that we didn’t get things handed to us, we had to work hard 
for what we have.  So we become offended because we think it is a shot at 
us.  If you feel this way, I was with you.

Yet I had to get over myself and maybe you need to as well.  The fact of the 
matter is I do have some advantages because of where I was born in the 
world, because of the time I was born in the world, and because of the 
color of my skin.  This didn’t set in until I saw this video by Joy DeGruy.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf9QBnPK6Yg

INTENTIONALITY

This displacement, will hopefully lead you to make the decision to be 
intentional in your relationships.  Parents maybe this will help you become 
intentional in how you raise your kids as well.  Maybe you reach out to get 
to know a family of different race or ethnicity in your neighborhood, work, or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf9QBnPK6Yg


school.  Hear me on this, I am not talking about getting to know a token 
person from another race or ethnicity, so that you can say that you know 
someone.  This actually is what it seems our modern world wants us to do, 
which is pitiful.  Tokenism actually has hurt the race issues more than 
helped.  It has led to what scholars call moral licensing.  So if I have 
befriended an African American person, then I have the moral licensing to 
say what I want about African Americans, because I have an African 
American friend.  For example, if you supported a decision to have a 
woman be in a position in your company where a woman has never been, 
then you have the freedom to say what you want to her or about her.  We 
must allow our theology to guide us in this, we view no one from a worldly 
point of view.  We must realize that we are to reach out to everyone.  

One thing that I think we need to do, is to put yourself in the position of a 
learner.  Sit and listen to the story of someone from a different culture, race 
or ethnicity.  I have a friend who is a teacher who taught most of her life in a 
predominately white school and then later in her life was transferred to a 
school that was probably 60% white and 40% African American.  One of the 
things she had to learn was a little bit about her new African American 
students culture, because it was different from what she was used too.  In 
putting herself in the position of a learner, she was able to learn to love 
those students.  

BECOME A DAM BUSTER OF PASSIVITY

Maybe my favorite title of a point that I have ever used, I challenge you to 
become a dam buster of passivity so that justice and righteousness can roll 
on down the river to those who so desperately need that justice.  

There is a great video floating around about a group of people who are set 
in their ways of thinking about race and nationality.  They all submit to DNA 
testing and many of them find out that their DNA tells them that they are 
from other countries and nationalities.  When we realize that our ancestors 
come from, we are less likely to be racist.  I have done the DNA test.  I am 
97% European (33% West Europe, 30% Irish, 21% Scandinavian, 11% 
English and 2% Spanish) yet I am also 2% West Asia which includes an 
area of Iran, Iraq, and Syria) and 1% North African which is Algeria, 



Morocco, Libya and Egypt.  I think knowing these things opens up the 
desire for me to learn more about these areas.

This means that I have this desire to as John Bryson wrote, “Strive to go 
beyond ‘I’m not racist’ to become ‘antiracist.’”  This doesn’t mean that 
anytime there is racial tension that you side with that of the minority, we still 
want to seek truth.  As we look at some of the recent police shootings, we 
want to seek the truth, if the police responded in a way that was needed 
and just, then let that truth be told, but if the police responded in a way that 
was inappropriate, then speak that truth.

One of the things that our media wants us to do is to sell out to one theme.  
Either you are this or that, when what we are called to be is someone who 
brings grace and truth.  So I can love the police, respect, pray and care for 
them and say that if they need to be held accountable, then hold them 
accountable.  I can also say Black lives matter and be fine with it.  I know 
that the official platform of black lives matter has some issues that I am 
against, if you have never taken the time to look it up, then do.  Yet I can 
still look at a black person and say yes that black life matters and mean it.  I 
do not need to cheapen it by then saying, “All Lives Matter.”  I can look at 
Ainsley, my daughter and say, “I think your life matters.”  I do not need to 
then look at Gabe and say, “But I think your life matters as well.”  It simply 
can stand on its own.  I can mean it because my faith tells me that black 
lives matter.  

CS Lewis has this great quote where he is discussing losing a dear friend 
Charles.  Lewis, Charles and Ronald met weekly for years and then all of a 
sudden Charles died.  Lewis wrote, “Now that Charles is dead, I shall never 
again see Ronald’s [Tolkien’s] reaction to a specifically Charles joke. Far 
from having more of Ronald, having him ‘to myself' now that Charles is 
away, I have less of Ronald.”  

Maybe the best reason for you to become a dam buster of passivity is so 
that you can truly become who God has called you to be.  If you are 
missing a relationship with someone from a different race or ethnicity, then 
you need to realize you have less of yourself.  You really won’t become 
who God calls you to be until you reach out and become acquainted and 
friends with people from different walks of life.  



Today I want you realize that you now live in a Kingdom that is for people 
from every tribe, language, people, and nation and that Christ’s death on 
the cross compels you to view people no matter the color of their skin or 
their ethnicity not from a worldly point of view.  It is your responsibility to 
reach out with the love of Christ to everyone.  


