
 
 

Planning for our Reopening on May 31, 2020 
The Great Commandment states, “You shall love the Lord your God … and love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matt. 22:37–39, ESV). During this pandemic, love for ourselves is expressed in the ways we 
protect ourselves from getting infected. In the same way, love for our neighbor is expressed in the ways 
we protect them from getting infected. Even as we focus on preventing COVID-19 infections, however, 
we should not neglect spiritual, emotional, and social needs—in ourselves and others. During this period 
of social distancing, it is perhaps even more important that churches meet these needs. As Christ’s 
disciples, these needs are met as we live out our calling to worship, pray, encourage, witness, disciple, 
and serve. We seek to do these in a way that minimizes the risk of COVID-19 transmission. Here is our 
current plan to accomplish this. 

Preparation 

1. The narthex, narthex restrooms, current nursery, auditorium, ROC and ROC restrooms will be 
sanitized prior to each Sunday service. 

2. The nursery will serve as a “cry room”. Toys and other play items will be temporarily removed. 
3. All books, papers, informational cards, pen/pencils will be TEMPORARILY removed from the 

auditorium.  
4. Signs will be posted to direct one-way traffic flow from entering the narthex entrance to exiting 

through the ROC. 
 

Worship Services 

1. For a season, it will probably be necessary for you to sit in “unfamiliar” places. We are asking our 
ushers to assist you to find seats beginning from the front of the church. People from the same 
household should sit together with other groups and individuals spacing out as indicated on the 
pews. Doors will be propped open until the service starts. 

2. Also, for a season, nursery/childcare will not be available during the service. 
3. Offering “boxes” will be available near the auditorium entrance of the narthex and in the room 

between the auditorium and ROC for your convenience.  Checks or online giving is requested, if 
at all possible, during these days.  

4. Masks are strongly recommended. Handshakes and hugs are not recommended at this time.  
5. PPE is required of all volunteers. 
6. Service streaming will continue for those who wish to participate from home and for outreach. 



7. The auditorium will seat a maximum of 120 people. Many of you indicated willingness to 
experience the service in an “overflow” area. Please be aware of the possibility of this need and 
be ready to help in this way. 

8. Congregational singing worship will be offered to the Lord, as well as special music……. as 
available.  

Amenities 

1. Masks will be available in the narthex as requested. Hand sanitizer will be available in several 
easily - accessed locations. 

2. Restrooms will be available. One occupant at-a-time is requested. Sanitizing materials will be 
available to disinfect handles, latches, knobs etc. as you leave the restroom. 

 

 

 

JUST A FEW EXTRA THOUGHTS 

Heart Attitudes:  It is important for us to show one another Christ-like patience and humility.  

If You Are sick:   If you are showing signs of sickness, or have a fever, or have a persistent cough, 
please do not attend church while you have these symptoms. 

If you are Vulnerable:  If you are immune-compromised or susceptible to respiratory disease, please do 
not attend just now. 

Seating:    Seating will be spaced out in the sanctuary. Please show extraordinary respect 
for the opinions and personal space of others. 

 

 

Thank you for your help, 

Re-entry Team, Deacons, and Staff 


