
OUTLINE 01/18/26 
Avoid Criticism 

Numbers 12:1-16 (NIV) 
 

Criticism – dwelling upon the perceived faults of another with no view to their good. 
 

1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married 
a Cushite. 2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken 
through us?" And the LORD heard this. 3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble 
than anyone else on the face of the earth.)  
 
4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all 
three of you." So the three of them came out. 5 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; 
he stood at the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them 
stepped forward, 6 he said, "Listen to my words: "When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I 
reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams.  
 
7 But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak face 
to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?" 9 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he 
left them.  
 
10 When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam--leprous, like snow. Aaron 
turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; 11 and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do 
not hold against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. Numbers 12:1-11  
 

• Criticism reveals deeper problems in us. (vs. 2) 
 

• Criticism has bad consequences. (vs. 4-10) 
 

• Criticism must be replaced with love.  
 
How to Receive Christ:  
“Dear Jesus, thank You for loving me even though I’m a sinner. I ask for your forgiveness. I 
believe You died for my sin and that You rose from the dead. I trust You as my Savior and 
follow You as Lord, from this day forward. Amen.”   
 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK FOR: 
AVOID DOUBTING 

 
Discussion Questions:   
1. Why do we criticize others?   

 
2. What does criticism reveal within us?    

 
3. In what ways can we be more loving?  


