
 

 

GABE & SARAH 
WANCK 
1347 Austin Avenue, Washington, IL 61571 
gwanck@gmail.com, swanck@gmail.com, 

February 10, 2021 
 
Dear Christ Church Family: 

We are absolutely thrilled, and completely humbled, that the Bishop and Cabinet of our conference have 
discerned our appointment to Christ Church as your new Pastors. Sarah as your new Senior Pastor, and Gabe as 
your new Associate. We are simply amazed to see how God has put the pieces together to unfold a new chapter for 
all of us.   
 
Gabe and Sarah are both United Methodist Pastors here in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, having served 
under appointment in the IGRC for fourteen years.  Sarah was born and raised in Southern Illinois; the daughter 
of a United Methodist Pastor. She spent most of her childhood in Marion, Illinois, but enjoyed several churches 
and communities in Southern Illinois throughout her family’s reappointments. After graduating High School in 
Salem, Sarah attended Kentucky Wesleyan College. She graduated in 2001 with a degree in Communications, 
Marketing, and Graphic Design.  
 
Gabe’s family is on the East Coast. He was raised in North-East Pennsylvania and graduated from Houghton 
College in 1998. We met while attending Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. Together we both 
earned our Masters in Youth Ministry, graduating in the summer of 2003. We finished our time at the seminary 
with a beautiful wedding in the seminary's chapel before moving south and beginning full-time ministry at First 
United Methodist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. For three years we led the young adult and youth	ministries 
of the church all while enjoying our new life together. In the spring of 2006, we moved back to Illinois to pursue 
new ministries closer to family. Sarah took a position as the Youth and Family Minister at First UMC in Geneseo, 
while Gabe worked in the Quad Cities. But in the spring of 2007, we found ourselves feeling a call to trust Christ 
more fully and answered the call to pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church. We both reenrolled at 
Asbury Seminary to begin work on our Masters of Divinity and begin the process for Ordination as Elders.  Since 
then, we have enjoyed serving as pastors in Victoria, Galesburg, Monmouth, East Peoria, Morton, and 
Washington, Illinois.  
 
Most recently, Sarah has served as the Associate Pastor at Crossroads United Methodist Church in Washington, 
stretching her gifts and experience in planting a new faith community, developing a new café for church 
hospitality, launching a new small group initiative, and connecting with young adults, among other ministry 
needs. Gabe has been serving as the Associate Pastor at Morton United Methodist Church. He has helped them  
 



 

 

 

through pastoral transition, grown their small group and discipleship ministries, and launched new mission 
opportunities for students. Then, last fall, Sarah stepped back into education to help equip her for ministry ahead  
and enrolled in a doctoral program at United Theological Seminary to study church renewal and fresh 
expressions. She anticipates completing her dissertation for graduation in May of 2023. 

 
Several years ago, in 2011, just a few days into a new appointment for Sarah, we welcomed our son into our family! 
Hudson will be ten this July and is the light and joy of our lives. Hudson loves all things dinosaurs, dragons, 
Minecraft, Pokémon, and getting dirty outside!  He has a wonderful imagination and spends hours sketching his 
ideas in a notebook or with his nose stuck in a book. Hudson is most excited that in just a few months he will be a 
big brother as we welcome a baby girl into our family! Last year, as Gabe and Sarah began to celebrate the miracle 
of Christmas, they found God had worked a miracle in their own lives, healing Sarah’s long-standing infertility and 
giving them a new baby to love - very unexpectedly!  Baby girl is expected to arrive in early July! 
 

Gabe loves being outside, and Sarah loves cooking and being in the kitchen! Sarah dabbles in watercolors and 
knitting when she has a moment to be creative while Gabe is tuning up the cars or running a chainsaw. You'll 
probably find us around town getting a great cup of coffee, checking out the best local restaurants, or catching a 
movie. And you'll never find us far from our puppy, Minnie, a sweet Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. We are thrilled 
to be joining the ministry of Christ Church and spending years together making Christ famous in the Quad Cities! 
We look forward to hearing your stories and experiencing together what God is already unfolding in the QC!  
Please be in touch to introduce yourself – and know that we’re praying for each of you until we are together. 
 
 
In Christ, 

Gabe & Sarah Wanck 
 


