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Sharing the love of Jesus Christ for the biblical purpose of making 

disciples for the transformation of the  world. 

Thank you to my church family and friends for 
the cards, phone calls and prayers during my 
illness.  Also thank you to Rev. Joye for her  
visits and to Steph Rabe for her visits and 
phone calls.  I have a ways to go yet but  
with God by my side, I will get there. 
 

Juanita Sharp 

Thank you for your thoughts, concerns, 
cards, and memorials given at the passing  
of our granddaughter, Everly McGeehon.  Your  
kindness is greatly appreciated. 
 

Ray & Connie Leader 

Dear Church Family, 
I’m sorry for taking so long again to thank you for everything you did to 
make the 5th annual ADAMFEST a success.  As before, we like to have a 
more final tally on how much was brought in, and we want you to know 
because you are so much a part of it.  So far we have just over $18,500.00!  
   We are especially excited about this because we are just one of 
   many benefits for mental health awareness.  We thank you all so 
   much and ask that you continue to pray for us as soon we will  
  begin planning the 6th annual benefit.  A special thank you to Rich 
  Smice for all the food donations and grilling for us,  Rich Willard for 
 donating the use of his tent,  Diana Sutton and Margaret Baumann for 
chairing the food tent, and to The Called for your music, you never  
disappoint.  Thanks to Edna Smith for donating the t-shirts.  There are so 
many people that help….too many to list.   Thank God we are “ALL IN”!!  
  George and Gloria Smith 

Noah’s ARK Trip Update… 
Thanks for all your prayers and your wonderful financial support to the 
confirmation class youth and their parents….it was an awesome trip.  We 
had great Bible studies in the evenings in the hotel room, and a great 
learning experience at the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter.  Our 
goal for the trip was to have the confirmation youth experience the  
scripture and know that God’s word is truth for life.  God blessed us with 
so much more.  It was awesome!!! 

Wesleyans will once 
again be selling the 
2018-2019 Quad Cities 
Dining Tour books.  
There are many new 
restaurants in this 
year’s book and they 
remain at the price of just $35.  They will be 
available beginning September 2nd in  
Fellowship Hall between services.  You may 
also pick one up in the church office or you 
may contact any member of the Wesleyans.  
Thank you for supporting our missions  
projects.  We appreciate your purchase. 

The next Courier Newsletter Deadline 
is September 15th.  Please submit all 
articles for the October newsletter to 

the church office by then.  
(must be Word format) 

CHRIST CHURCH  

EAST MOLINE CAMPUS 

SATURDAY WORSHIP  

5:00pm—Contemporary 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00am—Traditional 

9:15am—Traditional 

10:35am–Contemporary  

     & Sunday School 

 

SILVIS CAMPUS      

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

9:15am—Contemporary 

10:45am–Traditional  

9:15am—Kid’s Sunday 

    School 

Called By God to Do Great Things! S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

 

When I decided to go for my Doctor of Ministry degree, I knew who I wanted to do 
most of my study under—Dr. Robert Tuttle, Jr.  He has been a force in evangelism 
and Wesley studies for many years.  One of the things that Dr. Tuttle said that has 
stuck with me for all these years is, “If you want more of God and the Holy Spirit, go 
out and find something so big to do that you will fall flat on your face without Him.” 
I like that.  It is so true!  We experience the empowerment of the Holy Spirit when we 
are doing His work.   
 
Dr. Tuttle would go on to say that, “God does not make battleships to float around in 
mud puddles.  Battleships are made for the open seas.”  I get his point. God has made 
us for so much more than what we might first expect. 
 
I think that is why I have been a fan of Nehemiah in the Old Testament for many 
years.  God gave him a task to do that was far bigger than he could ever do on his 
own.  But, against all kinds of odds, God used Nehemiah to motivate others to rebuild 
the wall around Jerusalem.  You name it and Nehemiah had to deal with casting a  
vision to others, including the king who would support the effort.  Then there were 
the people who would need to catch the vision in order to fulfill the monumental task.  
He had to deal with open opposition in the form of lies, threats, sabotage and  
organized resistance.  Yet, he stayed with the task and, foot by foot and stone by 
stone, the wall was built.  The dream became a reality!   
 
Lord, Do It Again!  Lord, do it again at Christ Church!  
  
As we continue about the business of building, so many things could derail us or bog 
us down.  However, like Nehemiah, we need to keep our focus on God and what He 
has truly called us to do.  When dreams become reality, it is because of a great deal of 
prayer and a tenacious fortitude in overcoming distractions, discouragement and  
opposition.  It requires solid investment and dedication.  It requires constant prayer. 
 
September is the month that we have set apart to celebrate our 
50th year Jubilee as the name Christ United Methodist Church.  
During September, we will be telling the story of Nehemiah and 
will apply it to our lives today.  Through it all we will move from 
praying for the dream, to living the dream. 
 
In Christ’s Greater Love, 
 
Roger Perry 
 
 
 

East Moline Silvis 

HERE’S 

WHAT’S 

COMING UP: 
 

 

 Sept 9 
   Financial Peace 

        University Begins 

 

 Sept 12 
   Wacky  

   Wednesday  

   Begins 

  

 Sept 16 
  Hispanic Ministry 

  Meeting 

  

 Sept 20 
  ‘Enough’ Bible   

   Study Begins 

 

 Sept 30 
  Consecration &   

  Jubilee  

  Celebration  

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 
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 Jubilee!Jubilee!  

50 YEARS UNITED— 
 In 1968, the First United Methodist Church and Christ Evangelical United Brethren Church—both of East  
Moline—came together to form the Christ United Methodist Church.   
 

History of The First Methodist Episcopal Church 
 The First Methodist Episcopal Church of East Moline was organized in September of 1911.  The first pastor was 
Reverend George Cady, who served until 1936.  The first church was located at the corner of 16th Avenue and 5th Street 
in East Moline.  The next 57 years brought many changes as the congregation continued to grow.  The church building 
changed from a white framed building to a brick structure. 
 

History of Christ Evangelical United Brethren Church 
 The Evangelical United Brethren Illinois Conference, in 1959, purchased approximately 2 ½ acres of land, for a 
new church, at 3801 7th Street in East Moline for the purpose of establishing a new “mission” church .   This mission 
church, in 1960, became Christ Evangelical United Brethren Church and held their Sunday service at Ridgewood 
School until the church building was complete in 1962.   
 

Christ United Methodist Church (CUMC) 
 CUMC was formed by the merger of The First Methodist (Episcopal) Church and Christ Evangelical United  
Brethren Church (EUB).  The merger occurred January 1, 1968, five months prior to the merger of the Methodist and 
EUB denominations at the national level.  The newly formed CUMC had a membership of 927, and met in the  
location of the former EUB church, 3801 7th Street, in East Moline. From 1968 to the present, Christ Church has  
undergone several changes, both physically and spiritually.  There have been several building projects which have 
increased the size of our facility.   
 

Christ United Methodist Multi-site Church of the Illinois Quad Cities 
 In 2016, Christ Church became a multi-site church with locations in East Moline and Silvis.  After three years of 
planning and ministry together, the Christ UMC and Silvis UMC decided to join together as Christ United Methodist 
Multi-site Church of the Illinois Quad-Cities.  In 2017, the Carbon Cliff United Methodist Church ended its ministry 
after 158 years.  Carbon Cliff church was responsible for starting the church in Silvis back in 1911.  On July 1st, 2017, 
Christ United Methodist Multi-site was given the building to develop a community center and with the desire of  
starting up a new church sight.  The first Christ Church service was held on Christmas Eve 2017 with 41 people in  
attendance.  We are hoping to begin Sunday services later this year (2018).  In the meantime, we are in the process of 
remodeling and fixing up the building to be a community center and a new church start. 

Jubilee is a Biblical word that names a 50th anniversary.  In the Old Testament, it was seen 
as a year of celebration and of returning to the original relationship as God’s people.  Slaves 
were to be freed, debts were to be cancelled, land was to be returned to original owners—all 
to celebrate their relationship with God. 
 
Leviticus 25:10 (NIV) states: “Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your 
family property and to your own clan.” 
 
For Christ Church, it is a year to celebrate where we have been and where God is taking us now.  This year we  
celebrate the world merger of the Methodist Church with the Evangelical United Brethren Church to make the United 
Methodist Church.  But we also celebrate the merger of Christ Evangelical United Brethren Church with First  
Methodist Church, both of East Moline.  There are those in the church who remember the year in which we joined. 
 
During this year of Jubilee, the Christ Church family, under the direction of God, has committed to move forward in 
ministry by building a Family Life Center to reach and serve more people for Jesus Christ.  The opportunities for this 
new building are endless when it comes to making Christ famous in the Quad Cities!  Our efforts need to always be 
led by Jesus.  He will help us to give what He is calling each of us to give to make this dream become a reality.  The 
“50 Day Spiritual Journey of a Generous Life” daily devotional that many of us are following, will help give us the 
tools on how we are to respond with our prayers, actions and finances.   
 
Many from Christ Church have written a devotional or story for this journey guide.  They have given their time to 
share with you the reasons why they have committed to the ministries and growth of Christ Church.  
 
September 30th will be our celebration event.  It will be at United Township High School, 10:30am in the Auditorium.    
We will celebrate God’s faithfulness through these last 50 years by joining together for one worship celebration,  
including music and a meal to follow.  (see insert in this newsletter for more detailed information) 
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UMW East Moline Campus News and Updates UMW East Moline Campus News and Updates   

One of our biggest events took place on August 11, 2018 
and what a success! “Seasons of Fun” Luncheon 
brought 120 women to view and enjoy 15 beautiful tables 
that were decorated by some very talented ladies.  
 
A huge THANK YOU goes out to the hostesses; Donna 
Fox, Bobbi McCoy/Jane Parker, Karen Moore, Janet 
Lindstrom, Sue Nurse, Cheryl Henry, Alice Haben/Grace 
Haben, Pat Reuter, Margaret Baumann, Joy Freiburg/
Janet Griffin, BJ Smith, and Tracy Baumann Smith. We 
had a few first timers this year and there was a challenge 
put out to other women to decorate a table for next year! 
 
A big THANK YOU goes out to the ladies that prepared 
the delicious lunch; Diana Sutton, Diane Ducey, Jennifer 
McHie, Nancy VanVoltenburg, along with many others. 
This year, we also had the youth from the Confirmation 
Class helping out in the kitchen and drink table. THANK 
YOU so much for your service.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our entertainment was presented 
by Shaun Easton with songs that 
featured some of the themes of the 
tables. We snapped fingers, 
clapped hands and sang along. 
THANK YOU to Shaun for a  
memorable afternoon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We can’t forget all the  
Circles and individuals that 
donated door prizes. We all 
enjoy the extra special 
things that made this a 
wonderful day. 

There were also many  
women and a few good men 
that took a role behind the 
scenes; Sue Nurse, John 
Reese, Charlie Fox, Bobbi 
McCoy and last but not least 
our great staff of Mark 

Claeys, Deb Sherbeyn and Jana Kindred for all their time 
in making this such a Great Event. And we can’t forget the 
committee of Pat Reuter, Margaret Baumann and Mariann 
Reese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 3  Labor Day 
Sept. 5  Circles Meet 
Sept. 8  SpRD Annual Fall Celebration and election of  
         Officers – Roseville UMC 
              (Fellowship at 12:30pm and Meeting at 1:30pm) 
Sept. 11 UMM (Fellowship Hall) 6:00pm 
Sept. 18 Prepare food/set up for Morning Connection 
Sept. 19 Stonecroft Morning Connection 9:15am 
Sept. 25 Leadership Meeting 10:00am 
Sept. 25 Unit Luncheon Noon Program: Caring Canines 
Sept. 28 CWU Fall Fellowship Day 9:00am—St. Paul  
      Lutheran, Brady St., Davenport) 
 

Circles will meet on September 5, 2018 at  
the following times and places: 

Glory – 9:30am – Fellowship Hall 
Patience – 12:30pm – Gathering Room 

Faith – 6:00pm – Happy Joe’s, East Moline 
(Note Change) 

 

NEW GUEST ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
 

Work Team; Becky Prettyman 
Narthex Table; Leadership Team 



Health Reminders for  
September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matter of Balance starts September 10th.  
Have you signed up to attend?  I need your  
reservation no later than September 4th to  
ensure we have enough handouts available for 
you.   Please talk to Diana Lovett or myself if you 
have any questions.  

 

Blood pressures for 
September will be 
taken on September 2 
and September 16 at 
the East Moline  
Campus. 

WE are taking another road trip! 
 
Please join me as we tour the new Overlook Village, just 
built and opened in Moline.  We will tour the independent 
units as well as the assisted living units.  They have 
memory care also, but we will not tour that area this time.   
We will leave the East Moline Campus parking lot by way 
of church bus on Friday, September 14th at 9:30am,  
arriving for a 10:00am tour.   The tour will take  
approximately 1 hour and then we will return to the 
church parking lot.  We will not be having lunch after the 
tour.   
 
This is another great opportunity to look at what options 
are available, to start thinking of the future of where you 
might want to live when your current home is not an  
option anymore.  Whether you are looking for yourself, or 
a loved one, please join me!  I need to know a head count 
for the bus and for our tour guide of Overlook.  Please 
call by Monday, September 10th with your reservation.  
Jim Power will be our bus driver.  Come alone, with your 
spouse, or with a friend or other family member. 
 

See you on September 14th at 9:30am  
in the East Moline Campus parking lot,  

south side of the building! 
 

Steph 
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 Attention SINGERS and BELL RINGERS!!! 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Will begin rehearsals on Wednesday,  September 19th at 
7:00pm in the music room.  September 30th will be our first  
performance during Worship. 
 

BELL CHOIR 
Will begin rehearsals  on Wednesday,  September 19th at 
5:00pm in the sanctuary loft.  We will play during Worship on 
September 30th.   
 
Please mark your calendars.  I am looking forward  
to beginning rehearsals with you in September.   
Any questions?  My cell number is 309-269-7514. 
 
Lindrew Johnson  

International Day of Prayer for Peace 
 
The World Council of Churches has designated  
September 21 as the International Day of  
Prayer for Peace. The day is observed to encourage 
worldwide, spiritual observations for peace and  
nonviolence, by all religious and spiritually based 
groups and individuals.  CARE Ministry invites our 
congregation to participate in this global effort by 
joining in the following prayer:  
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit 
may so move every human heart, that barriers 
which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear 
and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, 
we may live together in justice and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Plug In To a Bible StudyPlug In To a Bible Study  

ENOUGH 
Discovering 
Joy Through  

Simplicity 
and  

Generosity 
 

Begins Thursday, September 20 ~ 6:30pm 
 

“Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bible's wisdom 
when it comes to prudent financial practices.” Join us for 
this exciting four week study.  Reserve your book by  
September 15th by contacting Dean Sutton.  Dean’s  
e-mail, dls61244@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Classes Begin Sunday, September 9th 
 

 ?  Are you tired of your money telling you what to do? 
 ?  Are you one of the 76% of Americans living      
     paycheck to paycheck? 
 ?  Do you pay interest on everyday items? 
 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, Financial 
Peace University is the class for you!  Join us beginning 
September 9th for this amazing nine week course to 
learn how to achieve true financial peace!! 
 

Contact Brian Linville, 563-271-8164 or Jean Linville, 
309-230-1167 for more details. 

 

The Treasure  

Principle  
 

This four week study will begin in  
October and will be offered at various 

days/times at both Christ Church 
campuses.  For more information or 

questions, contact Pastor Roger Perry 
at  

rperry@christchurcheastmoline.org. 

Rescued 
No matter how deep your pain.  No matter how 
hard you struggle.  No matter how far you fall.  

God comes to your Rescue. 
 

Join us for this women’s bible study on Tuesday 
evenings beginning in September.  For more  

information, contact Pastor Joye. 
 

“He reached down from heaven and rescued me; 
he drew me out of deep waters.”  Psalm 18:16 

Past, Present and Future…. 
Past, Present and Future was the name Jesus named this quilt early one sleepless morning.  He 
has nudged me with His suggestions all along the way.  He already knew what it was to be used 
for, before I did.  Churches in the 1920’s and 1930’s often made quilts putting signatures on 
them for a donation of 10 cents or more.  That gave me the idea to raise funds for our Family 
Life Center.  The Dresden Plate pieces, made in the 1930’s, were donated to our quilt group 
here at CUMC several years ago by an unknown donor.  I started making the small Yo-Yo’s 
Wreath applique’s a few years ago, not knowing what I would do with them.  But the Lord did.  
Then He said to make bigger Yo-Yo’s to represent the future.  He thought names of the  
congregation could be memorialized to show future generations our love for Jesus and to 
spread His Love for us.  It is amazing what we can learn, if we just take the time to listen for His 
guidance.   Daphne Brown and I thank you for helping Jesus build this building with your $100 
donations. 
 
Debbie Schroder 

 
If you would like to honor your family,  

an individual, or memorialize 
a loved one with their name sewn onto the edge  
of the quilt, please contact the office for an order 

form.  The finished quilt will be displayed in  
our new Family Life Center.   
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Lifetree Café is a weekly, hour-long interactive experience that features real people’s real stories on 
film, guided conversation, biblical insights, and time to build relationships.  Lifetree Café tackles 
the topics that most people deal with – topics about the big and little stuff that shapes our lives.  
Family. Friends.  Fears.  Busyness.  Balance.  Money.  Materialism.  Health.  Heaven.  Peace.   
Purpose.  Please review the upcoming topics for one that you might find appealing.  Or is there a 
topic that might interest a friend or neighbor?  Please invite them to join you for an hour at this 
conversation café where everyone’s thoughts are welcome!   

The location for Lifetree Café continues to be the coffee shop in the front of the Moline Public Library, called the  
Java Lab Cafe.  The address is 3210 41st St, Moline.  Lifetree Café is held on Monday evenings at 6pm - 7pm.    
Because the first Monday in September is the Labor Day holiday, Lifetree Café is moved to Tuesday, September 4th.  
We are enjoying the location at the Moline Library because it’s off-campus and in the community.  We also have the 
option to order food and drinks.  We continue to have complimentary coffee.   

 
The upcoming topics are: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to know more?  Go to the website www.LifetreeCafe.com or like the “Lifetree Cafe - East Moline, Illinois”  
Facebook page for news and session topics.  You can also contact Dean Sutton at dls61244@gmail.com or  

Deb Bomberry at  deb712@gmail.com. 

 

Hispanic Ministry to Begin at 

Christ Church 
 

Has anyone ever asked you to do something that sounded so far out 
there that it seemed crazy? I mean...really?…Me?…Are you sure?   Then all 
those questions and doubts begin to seem like a white noise in the background 
and you know…I mean YOU KNOW!! that this is not some crazy idea and that 
it is without a doubt what God wants you to do. 

That happened to me a couple of weeks ago when Pastor Roger asked 
me to come and talk to him. (Uh Oh…called in by the principal!)  As he talked, I found myself asking all those white 
noise questions and, when I left, we agreed that I would prayerfully consider taking on the task he had challenged 
me with. I think I already knew I was ‘All IN’ but that was later confirmed for me in prayer and I agreed to take on 
the task as the director of Hispanic Ministries here at Christ Church.  

That said…this is not a one person job and I will be needing LOTS of  help. I am confident that God will 
place the necessary people in our path as we move forward with this ministry. I am excited and hope to share that           
excitement with all of you as we go on this journey of serving our Hispanic brothers and sisters in our area, watching 
as God touches them and brings them all closer to Christ, and to us as a church family. 

If this ministry speaks to you, if God is telling you this is for you, or if you just want to see what we are up to 
and grab a bite to eat…prayerfully consider joining us.   

 
Hispanic Ministries Organizational Meeting ~ Sunday September 16th 12:00PM ~ Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall 
 
Bendiciones! 
Dianna Plaza 

Sept 4Sept 4  

Sept 10Sept 10  

Sept 17Sept 17  

Sept 24Sept 24  

Oct 1Oct 1  
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 Here’s What’s Happening at Silvis CampusHere’s What’s Happening at Silvis Campus  
The Silvis Campus Senior Youth 
has been eagerly awaiting the fall 
session which will begin meeting 
on Sunday, September 9th.  
They meet in their own area on 
the third floor at the Silvis  
Campus.  This energetic group, led by Janet and Jim Oltman, will begin planning 
their activities for the remainder of the year at this meeting.   
 

This group was a vital part of this year’s Kid’s Week (Vacation Bible School) by 
leading the crafts and singing in the sanctuary with Harvest Ministries.   
 

If you would like to assist with the Senior Youth, please contact Janet Oltman at  
755-3937. 

Silvis Youth  

September 14 ~ 12:30 pm 
 

Please come and enjoy fun,  
fellowship and a delicious catered 
meal by Mulkey’s Restaurant in  

Rock Island for only $9 per person.   
Please call Jean or Norm Neely at  

(309) 792-1545 with any questions. 

Silvis Retirees’ Group 

44th ANNUAL SILVIS UMW ANNUAL QUILT SHOW ~ AUGUST 8, 2018 
This annual event was held on a beautiful sunny day with well over 100 in attendance, with 
lots of carry out orders as well.  As in the past, a hand-made quilt (“Winter Wonderland”) 
was sold via silent auction .  The quilt is an original design by Nancy Freebern.   
CONGRATULATIONS to Dr. Ade’s wife who had the winning bid of $400 and t0 Alma 
Neels who had the winning bid of $300 for the Stairway to Heaven quilt!  A profit of over 
$1,900 was brought in at this show.  What a fantastic amount!  These funds will be used by 
the Silvis Campus UMW for future mission projects.  A delicious lunch of chicken salad or 
taco salad was served. Also available for purchase were hand-crafted items made lovingly 
by members of our church.  Many heartfelt THANKS go out to all the hard working  
individuals who helped serve, bake, prepare and sew for this momentous occasion! 

The group will meet at Pat Ross’ 
home (3312 187th St Ct North, East 
Moline) on Thursday, September 
13th at 8:30am.  Please call Pat at 
309-496-2542 if you need driving 
directions to her home.  Meetings 
begin at 8:30am with light refreshments.  A short  
business meeting is held, followed by a lesson time.  It’s a 
great time to meet new friends and enjoy established 
friendships.    

The monthly meeting of the Silvis  
Campus UMW will be on Thursday, 
September 6th at 12:00 noon at the 
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall.  All  
ladies are invited to attend the luncheon 
and enjoy the fellowship.  We would 
love to have new ladies come enjoy the 
day with us!  Business meeting,  

devotional and a lesson will follow the meal.  Please call    
Janet Oltman at (309) 755-3937 with any questions. 

Big news from 

George O. Barr  
Elementary School……. 
A new principal has 
been hired and he is  
initiating some changes 
in the schedule for the 
school year.   
Grandparents’ Day will 
be September 28.  He 

would love to have volunteers come to the school that day to be a 
grandparent to a student.  We’ll be considered “Grand Friends”.   A 
few years ago we had 32 volunteers from Christ Church involved in a 
grandparents’ day project.  It was so much fun!  Now the door of 
opportunity is swinging wide open for us to once again step in and 
partner with the elementary school in Silvis.  If you would be willing 
to be a “grand friend” on September 28 (9:00-11:00 am) please  
contact Pastor Joye (309-373-5199 or perry.joywithane@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 

Parsonage parties are again being planned for  
September.  Please watch your mailbox for an  
invitation to come to the parsonage for a “meet 
and greet” with Roger and Joye.  This is a great 
place to meet new people, ask questions you’ve 
always wanted to ask, and learn more about what’s 
happening in ministry at all three campuses.  If 
you are invited on a night that does not work in 
your social or work schedule, just pick an alternate 
night to come.  Information about all dates and 
times will be included with your personal  
invitation.  If by some bizarre fluke of fate, you 
don’t receive an invitation, PLEASE contact Pastor 
Joye or Pastor Roger and we will make sure you 
are invited.  We want all those who desire to come, 
an opportunity to participate. 

http://www.lifetreecafe.com/
mailto:dls61244@gmail.com
mailto:deb712@gmail.com
mailto:perry.joywithane@gmail.com
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Merry Sunshine NewsMerry Sunshine News  

WHAT’S THE NEWS ON OUR FAMILY LIFE CENTER BUILDING? 
 

 Each month, while our new building is being constructed, “Team All In” will keep you ap-
prised of progress.  We will also be featuring a ministry that will use the facility and highlight the 
benefits to that ministry.  This is the first month of construction so there is not a lot to report.  
The trees were removed during the 3rd week of July and the lot was cleared.  We expect that by the 
time you read this, a great start on the foundation will have begun.  Keep watch yourself and take 
photos to save your memories! 
 

 This month’s featured ministry is the Food Pantry which is one of the busiest in the Quad-City 
area!  Our Director is Sue Swartz and she has the following to tell you: 

 

 The food pantry at Christ Church, East Moline Campus, is looking forward to our new home in the "Family Life  
Center" building. God is providing a larger, more user friendly area. One very important change is that it will be  
handicap accessible. Many of our monthly visitors are on disability; several use canes, walkers and wheelchairs. With the 
new building our guests will enter from the parking lot, through double doors and the pantry will be the first area on the 
right.  
 The shopping room will be large enough to house all the food we have to offer. Our visitors will use the shopping 
carts donated by Silvis HyVee to select their food. After their selections, a volunteer will wheel their food to their vehicle 
in the parking lot right outside the pantry doors. This is a true blessing for both visitors and volunteers.  Going up and 
down the stairs at our current location with all the food has been very tiring and not always safe for our visitors. 
 All the volunteers will be looking forward to 2019 when we can serve food-insecure families in our "new home"!  

 Merry Sunshine classes have begun and we are 

very thankful already for opportunities to learn 
about God’s miracles of transformation in Monarch 
caterpillars to butterflies.  We are also pretty  
interested in the ongoing construction we see every 
day!  Our general Merry Sunshine structure remains 
the same – two classes are in session at the  
preschool.  Our staff has been evolving and there are 
some new faces to introduce you to. 
 

Ms. Teresa Hofmann remains on staff as the  
director/teacher of Merry Sunshine.  She has a BA in 
Early Childhood Education and an additional  
endorsement in Early Childhood Special Education.  

She has worked in both public schools and church based programs.  This is Ms. Teresa’s 4th year working at Christ  
United Methodist Church and she attends Wildwood Baptist Church.  Teresa and her husband just took their youngest 
child to college at SIUE. 
Ms. Jenny John is the M/W/F teaching assistant.  She has a BA degree in Special Education and has worked in the 
public school setting.  We are thrilled to have her work part-time this year at Merry Sunshine sharing her love of  
teaching and young children.  Jenny and her family are members of Christ Church.  She 
enjoys biking, hiking, reading and healthy cooking. 
Ms. Peggy Schneider is working every Monday in the program.  She is a National Board 
Certified Teacher recently retired from the East Moline School District and is  
passionate about teaching early literacy skills in small groups.  Peggy enjoys day trips and 
working on her guitar skills. We are blessed she will be sharing her time and talents with 
us this year.   
Ms.Kellie Lindley joins us as the T/TH teaching assistant. She has performed  
volunteer work at her children’s school and once had 3 children under the age of 4 years 
old!  She now has twins starting college and one high school freshman. Kellie enjoys  
traveling, working outdoors and reading.  We are excited to have Ms. Kellie on staff this 
year! 
 

Continue to spread the word the Merry Sunshine is a great place to be.  It is never too  
early to put your child’s or grandchild’s name on our future class list.  Email any inquiries 
to Ms. Teresa at merrysunshine3@christchurcheastmoline.org.   
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French Speaking Ministry Begins at Christ Church 

The Quad Cities area has people from many different parts of the world who 

speak many different languages.  The United Township High School has over  
thirty different languages represented in the student population.  Many come 
from French speaking countries in Africa.  Our call is the reach all people for  
Jesus Christ.  However, culture and language barriers are real problems.  One of 
the ways to break through these barriers is to join with like-minded Christians 
who come from those cultures and speak different languages.  As a new ministry 
attempt of Christ Church, Pastor Mushimata Mwansa has begun services at the 
East Moline campus on Sunday afternoons at 1:30pm.   Mushimata speaks  
English, French, Swahili, Lingala and Bemba fluently and he is employed as a 
nurse at Aperion Nursing Home in East Moline.  He is exploring the path of  
becoming a United Methodist pastor.  Please pray that God will guide us in this 
process to see if this new ministry will become a permanent part of Christ United 
Methodist Church. 
 

As an opportunity to get to know them better, I have asked Mushimata to share a little bit more about himself: 
 

I was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo the seventh son in a family of 10 children.  My father was 
a member of the United Methodist Church.  After middle school, my father sent me to a Catholic boarding school 
for a better education.  My time at the boarding school left me undecided regarding the Christian faith but a    
follower of the Catholic Church. After graduating from high school, I attended nursing college and graduated in 
1989.   

It was in 1989, when I was invited to the 30th Pentecost Church of Congo when I was touched by the word 
of God. I received Jesus Christ for the first time as my personal Savior and Lord. It was a great experience in my 
life and I still remember the topic of the message shared on that day.  From that day, I made a big decision to 
dedicate my life to Christ. Reverend Felix Dyabupemba, a charismatic preacher, was the man that God used on 
that Sunday to bring me to Christ.  He is still my spiritual father.  At that time in his office, I read more than 10 
books written by Billy Graham in the French version. 
  From 1989 to 1993, I was just a member of the congregation.  I was involved in numerous church activities 
to learn more about Jesus.  As Paul says in Philippians 3:7 that:” But whatever was to my profit, I consider now 
loss for the sake of Christ.” NIV 
  In 1993, I was chosen to be a deacon in my local church in a small town of Mokambo in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. In the same year,  I married my wife--Titi--with whom I have 6 children (2 girls and 4 boys) 
In 1997, I was nominated to be an elder in my local church.  In 1999, I started to lead a small congregation of 10 
people who used to gather on Sunday evening without a leader. The congregation grew to 120 in less than 6 
months and I was ordained to be a local pastor. At the time when I needed to choose deacons in my own church, I 
invited Rev. Moji, an anointed preacher of the United Methodist Church to share the word to the new deacons. 
I left the DRCongo because of political conflict and went into exile in South Africa. I joined the Glorious Church in 
Johannesburg where I did a remarkable work for 5 years before coming to the USA. 
  In 2015, I started to share the word of God to people in America for the Glorious Church Ministries. 
I look forward to seeing what God has in store for me in ministry with Christ United Methodist Church.  Thank 
you for your prayer support as we seek to reach new people for Christ in the Quad Cities. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mushimata  Mwansa 

Women of Joy Update!   Fourteen “sisters” went to Indianapolis August 10-12 to 
enjoy the Women of Joy weekend themed “Rescued”.  Before the event was over,  
conversations were already springing up that contained the words “Next Year….”   
If you would like to consider coming with us next year, put August 16-17, 2019 on 
your calendar.  This is a two day event rather than 3 days, so it will be a less  
expensive to attend.  If you are interested in being “kept in the loop” as plans 
begin to form, just let Pastor 
Joye know of your interest.     
 

PLUS:  Women’s Iron Sharpens Iron Event is coming to Davenport      
September 22nd.  If you are interested in going,  

please contact Pastor Joye.    

mailto:merrysunshine3@christchurcheastmoline.org
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Camp 
Connect 
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Nursery is available for  
babies through age five at all 

three services: 8am, 9:15am, & 
10:35am.  Each child must have a 
current registration form. Please 
sign your child in and out of the 

registration book outside the 
nursery door. The nursery is  
located in Room #9 on the  

main floor.  

 

 

 

 
 

Wacky Wednesday is Back! 
 
Kick off for Wacky Wednesday is 
Wednesday, September 12th 
~ 6:00pm -7:30pm.  This is for 
all Preschool through 5th grade 
students. Please meet in God’s 
Playground. Parents, please fill 
out a new registration form for 
your child.  Come and join the 
excitement of this Fun night of 
learning the Bible, games, and 
snacks each week!!! 
 

Elementary Memory Verse:  
“God’s way is perfect.”   

2 Samuel 22:31 

Here’s an Easy and Fun way to serve in Children’s    
Ministries!!   Have you ever thought about helping with 
Sunday School or Wacky Wednesdays?  We have        
opportunities to help in the Preschool and K-1 Sunday 
school rooms and helpers for Wacky Wednesday 
(Preschool—5th) grade are always welcome.  This is a 
great way to be a part of your child’s journey of faith!!  

 

Did  
 you  
  know?   
 
All the children of  Sunday school are  
giving their offerings to help raise funds 
for a basketball hoop and other sports 
equipment for the new Family Life  
Center.  We are collecting donations in a 
real basketball each week and the kids 
will receive a basketball candy or  
starburst for each donation.  
 
I encourage parents to help your child do 
small jobs around their room or home or 
by helping others in order to earn money 
and allow them to be a part of giving.  
Feel free to use a church envelope for  
donations.  Our goal is to raise $1,000 by 
May 2019!!!! ….. Easy Breezy!!! 

Tutoring:   
Adventures in Literacy: Church Tutoring will begin Tuesday, October 2 and  
Thursday, Oct. 4.  This is a partnership with Ridgewood Elementary and is for 1st 
and 2nd graders who are in need of some extra help in reading and comprehension. 
This is a big children’s ministry and 25 tutors are needed for one day or both. We 
meet at the East Moline Campus from 3:15pm-4:30pm each Tuesday & Thursday.   
 
An informational meeting will be held Monday, September 10th in the Gather-
ing Room at 6:30pm.  Contact Karyn at krobertson@christchurcheastmoline.org for 
more information or if you would like to become a tutor. 

Sunday School 
 

 

Children,  please join us each 
Sunday for the Small Talk at 
the 10:35am service.  Sunday 
School follows with group time in 
the Chapel and then downstairs 
into the Education Wing. Please 
follow Ms. Karyn and the teachers 
out of the Sanctuary.  Parents, 
please sign your child’s first and 
last name into the registration 
books.     

 
Preschool—Room #19 ~  
Ms. Reine 
(ages 3 and up-must be potty 
trained) 
 

K-1st Grade—Room #16 ~  
Ms. Jeanie, Ms. Connie,  
Ms. Dawn 
 

2nd-3rd Grade—Room #18 ~  
Ms. Steph, Ms. Holly, Mr. Nathan 
 

4th-5th-6th grade— 
Room #20  ~  
Ms. Karyn, Ms. Theresa 

bus driver 

needed   
Do you have your CDL 
license?  We are  
looking for someone to 
be able to transport the 
children from  

Ridgewood School to the church during the 
hours of 2:30-3:30pm each Tuesday and/or 
Thursday.  Contact Karyn if you can help! 

mailto:krobertson@christchurcheastmoline.org

