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A big thank you to Hazel Lundeen for sharing and donating 
to our church her magnificent counted cross-stitch of 
“Sanctuary”.  The verse on this needlework is from the song 
“In the Garden.”  Hazel entered this masterpiece in the 
2006 Illinois State Fair and won First Premium and Best 
Large Picture in the show.  For anyone that has tried his or 
her hand at counted cross-stitch, you know this is not only 
a work of art, but also a work of love and that it took  many 
months to complete.   
 

Please take a moment to view this lovely stitchery.  It is  
hanging on the wall leading from the office hallway to the 
narthex.  Thank you Hazel and Jack for donating this  
beautiful picture to your church family so that we may now 
enjoy this amazing gift! 

Dear Church family, 
 

Thank you so much to anyone who 
had a part in the birthday wishes, 
cards, song, and prayers said on my 
behalf.  I feel very blessed and have 
been given a new outlook of peace 
and patience.  Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. 
 

Sincerely, 
Anna Mae Dawson 

Thank you to George & Gloria Smith, 

sponsors of Adamfest, held June 24th, 

2017, for the generous donation of 130+ 
pork chops, which were served at Open 

Hearts Café on Wednesday, August 2nd.  

Everyone enjoyed the tasty “down home” 

meal after the July break!   

 

Open Hearts Café team, 
Margaret Baumann, Diana Sutton &  

Diane Dietz-Ducey 

Many thanks to all the church  

family for the numerous,  

wonderful, get well cards and 
wishes.  It really feels nice to 

know that I have so many that 

care. Also a special thanks to 

Pastor Joye for the trip to the 

hospital and also to Steph Rabe 

for her visit. Again, thanks to 
everyone.  

  Larry O'Brien  

Thank you to all for your love and 
support during my mom’s (Helen 
Mankoski) battle with cancer and 
her subsequent passing to be with 
Jesus.  We were overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of your love in the 
form of food, flowers, cards, visits 
and prayers!!  Special thanks to  
Pastor Joye and Steph Rabe for 
your precious visits!! 
 

Rita & Vince Weinert 

Fabric Needed for Lenten Project 

I am need of white, dark purple and black fabric for an upcoming church Lenten project.  I need fabric long 
and wide enough to cut into strips that measure 44 x 6 inches.  The project will require 300 strips of each color, so 
the need for fabric is great! The less the fabric will ravel the better.  Please leave fabric for me in the box marked 
“Lenten fabric” in the mailroom.  I will cut the fabric into strips.  I would love to have any donated fabric by  
Thanksgiving.  If you have questions, please call me at home at (309) 517-3134.  In advance, thank you!  
 

Steph Rabe 
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 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

         and he rules with a mighty arm. 
 See, his reward is with him, 

         and his recompense accompanies him. 
 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

          He gathers the lambs in his arms 
      and carries them close to his heart; 

          he gently leads those that have young.  

     ~ Isaiah 40:10-11 
  

When reading through the Bible, it is easy to see references to shepherds and sheep.   From 
Genesis 4:2 to Revelation 12:5, there are many places where shepherds are mentioned.  Some of the 
greatest leaders of the Old Testament spent time as shepherds. The leaders Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
and David were all shepherds.  “Sheep” and “flocks” are mentioned hundreds of times throughout the 
Bible using twelve different Hebrew words and four Greek words. Sheep are mentioned in scripture far 
more than any other animal.   

Obviously, there is a great deal of significance in sheep and shepherds 
when it comes to the  Bible. God is described as a shepherd to the people (Isaiah 
40:10 & 11; Psalm 23:1-4) while King David is seen as a shepherd over God’s  
people of ancient times (Psalm 78:70-72).   The nativity narrative mentions that 
shepherds were the first to hear the Good News of Jesus’ birth (Luke 3:8-20).  
Jesus referred to Himself as “the good shepherd” (John 10:2-4, 11).  In His  
teachings, He often used the qualities of a good shepherd to teach important   
lessons.    
 Looking at all of this suggests that there is more to the biblical idea of 
shepherd then we first might see.  Spending time exploring the use of shepherd 
in the Bible will help to better understand who God is and how we can best be in 
relationship with Him.  This is especially important when we see that life is filled 
with unanswered questions as many are searching for meaning and direction.  
Deep human desire yearns for a life of fulfillment, forgiveness, peace, security, 
love, joy, satisfaction and assurance.  Does God have an answer and solution to life’s deepest concerns?  
Yes.  And it can be seen in what we will call THE SHEPHERD SOLUTION.   

The message series, during the next five weekends, will focus on the familiar words of the 23rd 
Psalm so that we can receive God’s message and tap into God’s source of help.  These verses are among 
the best known and best loved verses of scripture.  They have been memorized by millions of people 
through the years and many people turn to it when facing life’s difficulties.   

Yet, perhaps our familiarity with this Psalm has made us miss out on some it its true signifi-
cance.  By taking some time with the 23rd Psalm (or The Shepherd Solution) hopefully we will discover 
God’s solution to life’s deepest concerns. 

 
Topics will include: 
  When I am in need   ~  When I am afraid   ~   When I mess up 
   When I am under attack   ~   My future 
 
In Christ’s Greater Love, 
Roger Perry 
 

East MolineEast Moline  SilvisSilvis  

 

 

HERE’S 

WHAT’S 

COMING UP: 

 
 Coffee 

House    

Sept 2nd 

 

 Grief  

      Support   

      Class  

      Sept 10th 

 

 Come to the 

Water 

      Sept 10th 

 

 Shared  

      Interest     

      Group  

      Leader   

      Training 

      Sept 19/24 

 

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/isaiah/40/#v23040011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/isaiah/40/#v23040010-v23040011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/isaiah/40/#v23040010-v23040011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/psalms/23/#v19023001-v19023004
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/isaiah/40/#v23040010-v23040011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/psalms/23/#v19023001-v19023004
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/psalms/78/#v19078070-v19078072
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/nwt/books/john/10/#v43010002-v43010004
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Grief Support Class 
Starts Sunday, September 10th ~ 1pm 

East Moline Campus, Room #5 
 

The Care Ministry team invites you to join us as we explore stories of courage and comfort about 
people who have experienced grief, first hand.  This eight week class, using the book  
“When God and Grief Meet” by Lynne Eib, and other references, will be held at the East  
Moline Campus in Room #5.   
 

We will be reading about what grief is really like, and how God really does love us and is 
present in our time of grief. It is tough to grieve and heal alone. Nearly impossible. After the 
loss of someone, we are forever changed. We do not have to pretend we have not changed. 
Jesus is about the truth. With Jesus help, and the support of people who care, we can still 
eventually experience joy. God loves you and so do your brothers and sisters. Come join us 
and help each other. 
 

All are welcome. Please know that this group is not intended to replace counseling or medical help. If you believe you 
need a professional counselor, please go.  We are simply here for you—to love each other and learn together, turning 
to and experiencing the love of Jesus, our Great Healer.  
 

‘You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry.’ ~ Psalm 10:17 
 

Books have been ordered.  Please call Linda Hutchinson to sign up or if you have questions, 224-406-1087. If you can’t  
afford the cost of a book, don’t worry, you will have a book.  

September HappeningsSeptember Happenings  

 
The International  
Day of Peace is  
observed annually on  
September 21st.    
Established by the  
United Nations in 1981,  
Peace Day provides an  
opportunity for people around the world to commit to 
peace above all differences and to contribute to building a 
“Culture of Peace”. The 2017 theme for Peace Day is 
“Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for All”.  
 
True peace requires not only an end to violence, but also a  
commitment to building bridges of communication,  
opposing discrimination, and standing up for human 
rights. In the words of Martin Luther King, Jr, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  
 
CARE Ministry invites our congregation to join together in 
the following prayer from the Global Ministries of the  
United Methodist Church: 
 

    Gentle Spirit, Breathe in us the wind of truth, wisdom 
    and righteousness. May your Presence inspire us to  
    create labyrinths of peace. 
 

    Compassionate One, Make our hearts burn with love,   
    honoring all peoples and creation.  Bless all nations,  
    every family and community while we seek to work for  
    justice and unity. 
 

    Prince of Peace, Lead us to ways of healing and  
    reconciliation. We pray with those who suffer and    
    struggle.   Bless us with your reconciling love that   
    knows no bound as we seek to live in community,   
    justice, and peace.  Amen  

All are invited to “Come 
to the Water” Sunday,  
September 10, at 4pm 
to experience a worship 
service at Cindy and 
Richard Willard’s home, 
11009 Laura Court,  
Milan (Coyne Center), 
IL.   We will start with a 

brief worship service, then those interested in being 
baptized by immersion can celebrate a holy baptism in 
Willard’s pool.  If you have been baptized, but would 
like to experience immersion, and remember your  
baptism, you can choose to be immersed during this 
worship celebration.  Sometimes we hear from folks 
that they were baptized as an infant and therefore have 
no remembrance of the day they were baptized.  A  
baptism renewal offers individuals the opportunity to 
witness to their faith, celebrate, and remember their 
baptism.  In past years, people of all ages have  
chosen this special worship experience to claim and 
remember their baptism through the experience of  
immersion, and to recommit their lives as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  An entire family can experience a  
baptism renewal together! 
 

After our worship experience, of course we must have a 
time of celebration!  A fellowship meal will be enjoyed 
by all. We will be providing the meat, but encourage 
those who are attending to bring side dishes. (If your 
last name begins with A-L please bring a fruit or  
vegetable side dish; M-Z bring a dessert.)  EVERYONE 
PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR!    
 

If you have questions about baptism by immersion, or 
baptism renewal, please do not hesitate to contact  
Pastors Roger or Joye. 
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 Here’s What’s Happening at SilvisHere’s What’s Happening at Silvis  

 

 
   Dining Tour Books 

   2017—2018 
 
 

Silvis Campus: 
The Dining Tour Books have arrived!  They are  

prominently displayed in the Silvis Campus Fellowship 
Hall and narthex. There are over 300 "buy-one-get-one 

FREE" coupons in the book, featuring over 140  
restaurants. The books are $35, with the Silvis Campus 
keeping $10 for each book sold. Proceeds from the sale 
of these books will go toward missional outreach. These 

books make great gifts!  
 

East Moline Campus: 
The East Moline Campus Wesleyans have received  

Dining Tour books for the new year.  Even though the 
old ones are good until October 31st, you may begin to 
use the new books immediately.  And the price is still 

$35!!!  Help us to continue our mission projects, some 
of which are sponsorship of school for two Haitian  

children, special projects at Winnie’s Place, meals at the 
East Moline mealsite, funds to help with various  

mission trips, and others as needs arise.  We will be  
selling the books in Fellowship Hall on Sunday  

mornings beginning September 3rd, but if you would 
like one before then, you may contact Doris Wasson, 
309-798-7240 or the church office.  THANK YOU! 

 
 
Many thanks go out to Dan Thorngren, Maureen Dittmar, and Carl Dittmar as 
this year’s garden is producing a bumper crop!  As of mid-August, over 2,100 
pounds of produce has been harvested!!  We are certainly well on our way of 
meeting/surpassing our 2016 total harvest of 3,611 pounds.  This includes LOTS 
of tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, broccoli, several types of lettuce, squash, and 
kale.  Lots of sweet corn, generously donated by Norm Neely, has also been  
enjoyed by the clients at the food pantries at both campuses.  Even though it’s 
nearing the end of this year’s growing season, the tomatoes and cucumbers are 
still being harvested.  For more info, please contact Carl Dittmar at 792-2732 or 
Dan Thorngren at 792-8677.   

September 8 ~ 12:30 pm 
Please come and enjoy fun, fellowship and a delicious 

catered meal by Mulkey’s Restaurant in Rock Island for 
only $9 per person.  Please call Jean or Norm Neely at  

(309) 792-1545 with any questions. 

Silvis Retirees’ Group 

Community Garden Update 

42nd ANNUAL SILVIS UMW ANNUAL QUILT SHOW ~ AUGUST 9, 2017 
This annual event was held on a beautiful sunny day with over 119 in  
attendance, with lots of carry out orders as well.  As in the past, a hand-made 
quilt (“Midnight Bloom”) was sold via silent auction .  The quilt is an original 
design by Joyce Nevins.  CONGRATULATIONS to Janet Oltman who had the 
winning bid of $800!!  Over $2,255 was brought in at this show (this number 
is AFTER all costs have been deducted).  What a fantastic amount!  These 
funds will be used by the Silvis Campus UMW for future mission projects.  A 
delicious lunch of chicken salad or taco salad was served. Also available for 
purchase were hand-crafted items made lovingly by members of our church.  
Many heartfelt THANKS go out to all the hard working individuals who 
helped serve, bake, prepare and sew for this momentous occasion! 

Rebecca Circle will meet at Pat Ross’ 
home, 3312 187th St Ct North, East 
Moline on September 14th at 
8:30 am.  Please call Pat at  
309-496-2542 if you need driving 
directions to her home.  Meetings 
begin at 8:30 am with light refreshments for all to enjoy. 
A short business meeting is held, followed by a lesson 
time.  It’s a great time to meet new friends and enjoy  
established friendships.    

  The Silvis Campus UMW monthly  
  meeting will be on September 7th at  
  12:00 noon at the Silvis Campus  
  Fellowship Hall.  All ladies are invited to 
  attend the luncheon and enjoy the  
  fellowship.  We would love to have new  
  ladies come enjoy the day with us! 
Business meeting, devotional and a lesson will follow the 
meal.  Please call Janet Oltman at (309) 755-3937 with 
any questions. 
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CUMC UMW East Moline Campus News and Updates CUMC UMW East Moline Campus News and Updates   

 

 

 

 
    

  4   Labor Day 
  6   Circles Meet 
 10  UMW Sunday 
 12  United Methodist Men - 6pm, Fellowship Hall 
 15  Prepare food/set up for Fall Celebration - 9am 
 16  SpRd Annual Fall Celebration - 12:30pm,  
       Fellowship; 1pm, Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 19  Prepare food for Morning Connection - 9am 
 20 Stonecroft Morning Connection - 9:15am 
 26 Leadership Mtg - 10am (room #5); Unit Luncheon  
      12pm, Program Social Justice Jan Griffin  
      (Fellowship Hall) 
 28 Prepare food/set up for CWU Fellowship - 2pm 
 29 CWU Iowa–Illinois Fall Fellowship - 9am    
      (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Work Team – Joyce Daniel, Sue Larson  
Narthex Table – Patience Circle 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 
 
Our Unit did not meet in July but will have met in August 
so look for update on our Mission Box. 
 
Please keep collecting items for the Church World  
Service School Kits. The items needed this month are: 
 70 page spiral bound notebooks 
 box of 24 crayons 
 hand held pencil sharpeners 
We ask that you bring your contributions to Room #12 
(Good Sheep). Monetary donations are also needed for 
shipping. Please give to Margaret Baumann or leave in 
the Church office marked “World Service Kits.” 
 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and  
Cunningham Children’s Home need the following items:  

 men’s white socks 
 gift cards to any of the following: Walmart,  
 Target, McDonald’s, Jimmy John’s,  
 Steak and Shake 
  (*larger denominations would be  
  greatly  appreciated) 
 Shampoo 
 Deodorant – roll-on (men’s and women’s) 
 

These items need to be at our church and placed in mail-
room (room #10)  by Wednesday September 16th. Kay 
Swales thanks you in advance.  
 
Our Sympathy Committee served meals for families and 
friends on July 12th for Helen Mankoski, on July 15th for 
Angel Nunez, and Wilbur Lundeen on August 8th. 
 

September Circle Meetings  
 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 
9am ~ Glory Circle, Fellowship Hall 

12:30pm ~ Patience Circle, Gathering Room 
6pm ~  Faith Circle,  

Happy Joe’s East Moline  
(through the month of November) 

 

 
 

 

 

6th Annual  

Fall Harvest Luncheon 

 

Tuesday, October 17th, 2017 
11am ~ 1pm 

 

Soups & Numerous Salads 
 

Christ United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall, East Moline Campus 

 

Proceeds to assist the United Methodist Women 
with their Mission Projects 

 

Tickets $9 
 

For tickets contact: 
 

Alice Haben—309-517-1286 
Cheryl Henry—309-755-3550 
Church office—309-755-2508 

All Women are welcome to attend any of these 
meetings. We enjoy food, fellowship, devotions and 

a business meeting. This is a wonderful way to 
meet ladies in a small group setting and learn 

about different missions and social programs that 
touch us all in our community and the world. 

P A G E  3  

  

  

Our next newsletter deadline for the  
October Courier is Friday, September 15th.  

Please submit all articles for the  
October newsletter by then. 

 

Thank you! 

Also in September . . .Also in September . . .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee House 

The stage is yours for the taking this Saturday, 
September 2nd (and the 1st Saturday of each 

month) at CUMC's Open Mic Night!  Come sing 
your favorite songs, tell your favorite jokes, read 

your favorite poem, or kick back and take it all in!  
The fun begins at 6:00pm at the East  

Moline Campus, Fellowship Hall and goes 'til 
8pm.  For more info, call or text Josie at  

(309)235-3923.  No karaoke please.  

 Shared Interest Groups are Starting Soon! 
 

We all have different interests and it is fun when we find others who share the same interests.  Our Shared Interest 
Groups help us to connect and grow in our interests and in our faith.  What interest would you like to share with 
others?  Please consider leading, helping or attending a group this fall.  Let us know your ideas and plan to 
attend one of the group leader training events (September 19th or 24th). 
 
Shared Interest Group Leaders Training ~ Tues, Sept 19th, 6:30pm or Sun, Sept 24th at 12:00 noon 
 
October 1st Kick Off Sunday for the Shared Interest Groups.   There will be displays set up in the  
Fellowship Hall so you can learn more about the groups that will be forming this year.  After each service, there will 
be an opportunity to visit the table and sign up if you are interested.  Let us know of your “Interest!” 

Please take a moment to give Craig Leslie 
a great big thank you for serving for the 
past six years on the Audio/Visual Team 
at CUMC.  Craig has been creating the 
hymn and announcements slides each 
week along with running the slide  

projections for many Sundays.   Craig will be retiring from 
the team at the end of September and we want to show our 
great appreciation for all he has done! 
 

Craig has also graciously agreed to help train up any new  
volunteers to the Audio/Visual team over the next month.  
We are currently looking for volunteers to help with running 
slides on a weekly rotation at the 8:00, 9:15 and the 10:35 
Sunday services.  Please contact Shaun Easton 
(seaston@christchurcheastmoline.org) if you are interested 
in being a part of what God is doing at CUMC!   

 
 
 

Silvis Campus Sunday Teen Group 
This dynamic group has been eagerly awaiting the fall 
session which will begin meeting on Sunday,  
September 10th.  They meet in their own area on the 
third floor of Silvis Campus church.  These energetic 
youth, led by Janet and Jim Oltman, will begin plan-
ning together their activities for the remainder of the 
year at their next regularly scheduled gathering.  These 
kids were a vital part in the success of this year’s  
Vacation Bible School by leading the crafts and singing 
with Harvest Ministries.  All teen youth are welcome to 
join us! 

Silvis Youth 

 

If you would like to volunteer to assist with  
either of these fun and enriching activities, 
please contact Janet Oltman at 755-3937. 

   This year, Kids 4 Christ will start 
   on Monday, September 11 at the  
   Silvis Campus.  Sessions are from 
   5:30 to 7:00 pm each Monday in 
   the Silvis fellowship hall, which  
   you can enter from the back  
   parking lot.  Each evening’s  
   session includes  a snack supper, 
   Bible lesson, and fun activities  
   such as crafts, movie night, UT 
night, themed parties, and maybe even a talent show!  We 
are always open to new suggestions and ideas. 

Silvis Campus YoungSilvis Campus Young ’’unsuns  

tel:(309)%20235-3923
mailto:seaston@christchurcheastmoline.org
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News to Know 

  Merry Sunshine NewsMerry Sunshine News  
 

The 2017-2018 Merry Sunshine Preschool began just a few days ago!  Our Open House for children and families was 
August 29th and our first day of school was August 31st.  Ms. Abby and Ms. Teresa are very excited to begin the  
2017-2018 school year.  In addition to all our regular “academics and activities”, we are 
going to be raising and releasing monarchs in our classroom, learning about their habitat 
and the miracle God shows us in the transformation from caterpillar to chrysalis to  
butterfly.  Our classroom feels “new” since the wall 
between classrooms is gone and we have a large, 
open space.  It is wonderful!  Thanks go out to Jim 
Massa, Tracey Adair, Dennis Fermoyle, Zack 
Blaszczyk and a few Iron Men from Christ Church 
for helping to remove the wall.  Steph Rabe’s son-in
-law, Alex Powell, did our electrical work and Josh 
Whiting repaired the ceiling.  Richard Hofmann 
finished the exposed walls.  We are very thankful to 
the church, Marty West, Rev. Roger Perry and  
everyone who supported this summer project! 

Congratulations to  
Andrew Wiedenmann who has earned the 

Eagle Scout award.  He was presented his 
award at the Eagle Scout Ceremony on  

August 13th at the Orion United Methodist 
Church.  We are very proud of you, Andrew! 

IRON MEN MEETING 
 

September 26th, 6:00pm 
at Carbon Cliff!!! 

Block Party Bake Off 
 

Thank you to all that donated desserts for the Super Saturday 
Block Party!  In addition, thank you to all that helped serve the 
desserts as well as to those that “sampled” them!  It was a great 
success!  We had 25 donated items, from breads, crackers, pies, 
cookies and cakes. There were five categories of desserts for votes 
to be casted.  We started cutting “tastes” at 3 pm and most of the 
desserts were eaten by 5 pm that day! 
 

 
Winners of the Bake Off were:   

 

Sue Miller  ~ Peach Pie 
  (made with peaches from her own tree) 
 

Lilyan Powell ~ 4 layer cake (frosted with 4 different colors) 
 

Angel and Jasmine Toland ~ Monster cookies 
 

Eli Oppenheimer ~ Oatmeal Carmelitas (Grandma’s recipe) 
 

Lilyan Powell ~  “The Most Delicious Looking” 
 
Congratulations! 
 
Donna Hamrick and Steph Rabe                         

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the Labor Day Holiday, the offices and 
food pantries of Christ Church, both East  

Moline and Silvis Campus, will be closed on 
Monday, September 4th.  Thank you. 
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 Thank You, Diana Lovett for Loving OthersThank You, Diana Lovett for Loving Others  
 Diana Lovett will leave in September for her 37

th
 and 

final Medical Mission trip to Haiti.  Diana has many emotions 
about this trip, as anyone would that has “served the Lord” away 
from the comforts of home twice a year.  For those of you that 
do not know Diana, she is married to Brian, a patient, and  
supportive husband.   She is an active walker, dog lover, charter 
member of the Panera Pals, past youth leader, caretaker,  
volunteer with the Food Pantry, tutor, member of the CARE  
Ministry and a registered nurse.  She has a beautiful smile, 
loves a varied wardrobe of beautiful clothes, often chosen with 
care from Goodwill, and is a strong woman with a strong faith.  
Diana has a gentle but persuasive personality who believes in 
giving choices and is often lovingly called “Nurse Ratchet”.  One 
of her favorite quotes is, “It is what it is!”  
 
Diana started her journey of mission trips in February, 1982.   With each trip, she has kept a detailed journal and this is 
what she wrote before her first trip.    “It is finally here.  I had wanted to do this from the first time I saw Carol’s photos 
from one of her trips.  However, I was having some cardiac arrhythmias and did not think it wise to travel to a developing 
nation until my condition was more fully understood and under control.  Now I (and my family) can feel comfortable that I 
should not likely have any adverse problems while out of the country.  I have just joined the Board for Council on Children 
at Risk and Father Allemeier is also on the Board.  I asked when the next mission is and if they had room for one more-
and the rest is history.  When I told my family and Dr. Gardner what I wanted to do, they all said I would not make it for 2 
weeks. ‘There isn’t enough Clorox and Comet for you to clean up Haiti!’” 
 
The two-week clinic that Diana volunteers at is usually manned by 10-12 volunteers.  She has served in various parts of 
Haiti, with four different organizations and 19 of the missions have been to the remote mountainous regions in the  
southern area.  Each clinic uses approximately $10,000 worth of medications and about 2,500 patients are seen and 
treated.  With clinics twice a year, the clinic staff are able to distribute and monitor 6 months of medicine to 400 people 
with hypertension, about 50 diabetic patients, about 15 patients with seizures and about 25 asthmatic patients.  Twenty-
three midwives have been trained in the area and Friends of the Children provide them with new supplies each season 
for safe and healthy births.  Diana has helped train “Caritas” workers to serve as their EMT’s.  They monitor blood  
pressure, glucose levels and help dress wounds for those in the community when Friends of the Children are not  
available.  
 
“I love working hard in the clinic to serve the medical needs of these gentle, thankful people.  But just as important as the 
medical care we provide, is the relationships we form with the people we meet.  Walking in the village and playing with 
the kids always puts a smile on my face.  We always plan a Bingo night for all of the staff on the compound and we hold 
a Jewelry Party for the ladies who cook and clean for us.” 
 
Diana has experienced many unexpected events over the years, many great memories, but two “memorable ones” stand 
out to her.  There was an attempted coup in 2004 that threw the country into turmoil.  The group was advised to “get out 
now!”  They were on one of the last flights out of the country before the Port-au-Prince airport and the US Embassy was 
shut down for 3 ½ weeks.  In 2016, Hurricane Matthew, a Category 4 hurricane with 145 mph winds struck Haiti.  About 
1000 people were killed on the western side of the country.  Diana and her team spent 44 hours confined inside Father’s 
home, (located on part of the mountain) and an extra 3 ½ days in the country until the Port-au-Prince airport and the  
airports in Florida re-opened.   

 
As Diana affectionately says, “I appreciate the support that my Church family has given 
me with each mission.  Various groups have donated money to purchase supplies.  Many 
individuals have supplied baby blankets and onesies for the pregnancy classes; others 
have sewn little dresses and shorts for the children in the village.  Several have sewn 
diapers and blankets out of T-shirts and others have donated scarves and jewelry for the 
Haitian women who take good care of us.  I have felt your prayers when we dealt with 
those difficult medical cases and when the political situation or weather conditions were 
less than favorable.  Thank you.” 
 

“I will miss seeing my Haitian friends every six months,  
but they will remain in my heart forever”.  
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Sunday: 2 Corinthians 1:3-11; Philippians 1:3-6; 
Philippians 1:9-11; Acts 26:15-18,  
1 Thessalonians 5:17 
Paul was on a mission for God.  Christ’s Church is on a  
mission for God.  Paul knew his strength came from the 
Lord, but still became tired, depressed, & defeated.  Paul 
did not give up, but turned to prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 
scripture, & other believers.  Christ’s Church will also have 
similar times as Paul.  Ask God to continually remind us to 
lean on God’s word & prayer for our strength. 
 

Monday: 2 Corinthians 1:8-9; Hebrews 12:2;  
2 Corinthians 1:11; Job 6:10; Psalm 69:29;  
Hebrews 12:11 
Pain can be used for good in your life. Pain teaches us to 
trust in God alone. Pain draws us closer to others and gives 
us a ministry to others. Pray today that you can remember 
that some things can only be learned or gained by pain.  
Pray today to remember that God specializes in bringing 
good out of the bad.  Pray to remember that God is not the 
author of pain, but that pain comes through sin in this 
world.  It is the free will given to us that causes pain.  Pray 
to remember that you can do everything right, but still feel 
pain through the sin of others. Pray to remember to cry out 
to the God of Comfort, the Perfecter of our Faith. 
 

Tuesday: 2 Corinthians 1:8-9; Matthew 6:25-34; 
Proverbs 12:25; Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter 3:14 
Ask God to help you refuse to listen to your fears. Ask God 
to assist you in being honest with a couple of people this 
week about your real life struggles; failing marriage, facing 
bankruptcy; addiction,…. By sharing our pain with other 
believers, we can grow deeper in relationship with God.  
Ask God to reveal to you who you need to read scripture 
with or pray with today.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday: 2 Corinthians 1:3; James 1:12;  
Philippians 4:4; Romans 8:28; Psalm 5:11;  
Psalm 13:11 
Paul teaches us in 2 Corinthians that we are to praise God 
in our pain and suffering.  Ask God to help you to praise 
him when stressed at work, tired of caring for others,  
feeling like giving up,...  Ask God to help you be radiant 
with His Joy amidst your pain and to tell others of the  
reason for your joy and strength: Jesus! 
  
Thursday: 2 Corinthians 1:11a; Galatians 6:2;  
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Matthew 18:20;  
Ephesians 6:18-20 
Paul teaches throughout the scripture that prayer is the 
foundation of faith, strength, protection, courage,….  Ask 
God again who you should ask to pray with and for you.  
Ask God to reveal to you who needs your prayers today. Ask 
Him to give you the courage to pray with them.  Ask God to 
always remind you to pray for our church and its leaders so 
that we can be a part of what God is blessing. 
 

Friday: 2 Corinthians 1:10; Romans 10:17;  
Deuteronomy 32:4; 1 Samuel 2:9; Philippians 4:13; 
2 Corinthians 5:9  
Paul, in 2 Corinthians, was depressed and ready to give up.  
But, he did not! He turned to God and reaffirmed his faith 
in God to deliver him and strengthen him to press on.  Ask 
God to help you cry out to Him when feeling weak,  
defeated, and hopeless and He will reaffirm your faith and 
strengthen you to press on toward the goal of Heaven. 
 

Saturday: Romans 15:4; James 1:12; 2 Peter3:9;  
2 Samuel 22:31; Psalm 91:4; Mark 1:15;  
Acts 2:38-39 
Paul stood strong on the promises of God.  Christ Church 
and its members can also stand firm on the promises of 
God.  God has made over 6,000 promises to his people in 
the bible.  God has a history of keeping his promises.  Ask 
God to help you stay firm by reading scripture daily and to 
reveal who needs to learn of God’s promises and His  
Faithfulness to keep them. 

 September Prayer FocusSeptember Prayer Focus  

The Romanian Mission Team wishes to thank you for your  
overwhelming support.  Without your support the Romania  
Mission Trip would not have been possible. Through your  
generosity, we witnessed God’s love and reassurance that we 
are doing what we are called to do. Compared to two years 
ago, we witnessed growth at the Point of Hope. The new  
Vocational programs including wood working, sewing and 
cooking lessons are developing the Roma community in ways 
that allow God’s love to shine through. The love of Jesus we 
showed the kids at camp is being shared every day at the 
Point of Hope. We were privileged to hand deliver gifts from 
sponsors to some of the children’s homes. This life changing 
opportunity enlightened us to their unbelievable living  

conditions. Their hearts were open to us as we were invited into their humble homes with hugs and smiles. THANK YOU 
AGAIN! We are not sure whose lives were touched more, ours or those little ones who made this trip worth more than 
anyone can ever imagine.  God is Great!  
 

The Romanian Mission Team 
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  From our Parish Nurse 

  Lifetree Cafe 
Lifetree Café meets on Mondays from 6:30pm-7:30pm at Christ United Methodist Church, East Moline Campus, 
Room #5.  Participants are welcome to stick around after the sessions to continue the conversation.  
 
Lifetree Café is a weekly, hour-long interactive experience that features real people’s real stories on film, guided 
conversation, biblical insights, and time to build relationships.  Lifetree’s topics will not only make you think but 
they’ll also inspire you. Please review the upcoming topics for one that you might find appealing.  Or is there a  
topic that might interest a friend or neighbor?  Please invite them to join you for an hour at this conversation café 
where everyone’s thoughts are welcome!    
 
Lifetree Café will meet Monday, September 4th, even though it is the Labor Day holiday.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to know more, please go to the website www.LifetreeCafe.com or like the “Lifetree Cafe - East Moline, 
Illinois” Facebook page for news and session topics.  You can also contact Dean Sutton at dls61244@gmail.com or 
Deb Bomberry at  deb712@gmail.com.   

Sept 25 

Sept 4Sept 4  

Sept 18 

Sept 11 

Health Reminders for September: 
Blood pressures will be taken September 3 and 17 at the East Moline Campus. 
 

Please be thinking and praying about registering for the upcoming Matter of Balance Class that will begin in  
October at the East Moline campus.  The class will run for 8 weeks.  Brochures are at each campus.  Please see me 
if you have questions.   
 

Thank you to all that donated blood in August.  Our next blood drive will be in February.  Please consider giving.  
We want to collaborate with George O’Barr School not only for donations but to raise funds for the school.  If at 
least 20 people donate blood, the Mississippi Valley Blood Center will donate money to the school.  Think about it.  
It takes very little effort to donate, but the results are enormous! 
 
Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people?  
Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.” ~ Isaiah 6:8 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 
 

Steph 

http://www.lifetreecafe.com/
mailto:dls61244@gmail.com
mailto:deb712@gmail.com
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Sunday School: 
Beginning a New School Year!!!  

 

Parents, please fill out an updated  
registration form for each child so they 
will be placed in their appropriate age level 
classroom.  Forms are at the Welcome Center 
Kiosk, in the Education wing, or ask any  
Sunday school teacher. Children join us each 
Sunday for the Small Talk at the 10:35am  
service.  Sunday School follows with group 
time in the Chapel and then downstairs into 
the Education wing.  Please follow Ms. Karyn 
and the teachers out of the Sanctuary.  
 
Preschool—Room #19 with Ms. Reine  
 (ages 3 and up-must be potty trained) 
K-1st Grade—Room #16 with Ms. Jeanie,  
 Ms. Connie, or Ms. Dawn 
2nd-3rd Grade—Room #18 with  
 Ms. Debbie, Mr. Ernie, Ms. Steph 
4th-5th-6th Grade—Room #20 with  
 Ms. Karyn, Ms. Theresa S. 
 

Teacher needed for K-1st Grade once a month.  
Guidance and training is available.  Helpers 
are needed for each classroom.  If you can 
help in your child’s classroom or another 
room, please let Ms. Karyn know what Sunday 
will work for you.  We need teacher helpers for 
snack, craft time, and other areas to help all 
the little children in preschool through 3rd 
grade.  

        Deep Blue Kids Curriculum:   
 

      Parents, if you would like to follow along 
      with your children’s Sunday school classes, 
      for the curriculum, please go to Deep Blue 
      Kids by Cokesbury at 
      https://www.deepbluekids.com/app.html  
      and click on “This Sunday.”  Next, choose 
your child’s age group to download the free weekly take home sheet.  
Nursery instruction follows the Toddlers and Twos age group.  Also 
available, free app for android or iPhone which includes Parent  
Connection, video, and scripture verse for each week. 

 Divinely Created   
            Divinely Created is a ministry 
            for expectant and new moms to 
            provide care, prayer, and  
            support.  Let us minister to you 
and your family through visits, meals for your 
family, and information for child baptism. 
Contact Ms. Karyn or Ms. Steph for more  
information.   
 

For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise 
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; your works are wonderful, I know 
that full well.  My frame was not hidden from 

you when I was made in the secret place, 
when I was woven together in the depths of 

the earth.  Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
all the days ordained for me were written in 

your book before one of them came to be. 
~ Psalm 139:13-16 

Hey Kids….. 
Wacky Wednesday returns 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 from 6pm-
7:30pm.  All families are  
welcomed to join us at Open 
Hearts Café at 5:30pm for a free 
fellowship meal to start the 

evening.  Children (ages kindergarten through 5th grade) will meet in 
God’s Playground.  Parents…..please register your child with a new 
registration form in the Education wing.  We will have Bible  
instruction, games, crafts, and snacks!  Each 4th Wednesday will be 
Kids in Mission Night helping kids in the church and community.   We 
will start going to Wells School gym in October.  
 

Note: Youth 6th grade and older will meet with Shaun  
from 6:30pm-8pm in Fellowship Hall. 

Holy Communion  
Sundays 

 

On the first Sunday of each 
month, children stay with 

their parents in the sanctuary 
to participate in Holy  

Communion.  Afterwards, 
they go downstairs for  
classroom instruction. 

Nursery is available for  
babies through age five at all 
three services: 8am, 9:15am, & 

10:35am.  We want our babies & toddlers to know about Jesus, too so 
fifteen minutes of Bible story time, songs, snacks, & crafts are offered 
each hour. Each child must have a current registration form. Please 
sign your child in and out of the registration book outside the nursery 
door. The nursery is located in Room #9 on the main floor.  

Children’s Ministry 

Nursery - 6th Grade:  We are dedicated 
to providing a safe and caring  
environment for children, infants 
through 6th Grade. Our classroom  
focuses on creative play, sharing the stories of the Bible, and  
introducing them to the love of Jesus Christ. Through age appropriate 
lessons and activities, your child will be able to explore the Bible and 
learn in a space designed for them.  Even if it’s your child’s first visit, 
they’re invited to join us and make new friends while singing, playing, 
and learning.   
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Many children received school supplies this year because of 
your most generous contributions to the First Day Fund!  
Thank you for your outpouring of help to the children in our  
local schools.  God Bless You!!  

Adventures in Literacy Tutoring Program   
The fall session begins Tuesday, Sept. 26 and Thursday, Sept. 
27 from 3:15-4:30.  This is a partnership with Ridgewood  
Elementary for 1st and 2ndgraders to help with reading and 
comprehension.  We meet each Tuesday and Thursday here at 
the East Moline Campus.  We look forward to this ministry 
and meeting new students each year!  If you are interested in 
being a tutor one or both days per week, contact Karyn  
Robertson at 309-755-2508. An informational meeting will be 
held Tuesday, Sept. 19 from 3pm-4pm in the Gathering 
Room-room #5.  Training is available.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Kids On a Mission  

       from God  
              Some of the children of 

our church helped out this  
summer in the Food Pantry, 

handing out bulletins, and other 
tasks behind the scenes.  Thank 

you Lily, David, Grace, Yari,  
Eric, and Irelyn for your Service 

and Mission to God to help  
others.  You are making a dif-
ference in the lives of many!!!  

https://www.deepbluekids.com/app.html
tel:(309)%20755-2508

