
 

 Merry Sunshine News 
The first month of school for our Merry Sunshine students has gone very 
well.  We are excited to add a few more students to our 4-year-old class 
this year and hopefully another teacher’s aide soon to help for M/W/F. 
So far this month we’ve talked about how God made the world and all 
of us are special in our own way.  We have introduced new Bible story 

time books this year and we are loving this small group time led by Ms. 
Romanie as well as incorporating it into our large group time.  This month has 

been filled with caterpillars and monarchs in our science center and soon we will have 
frogs. The preschool focus has been on making new friends and getting used to the  
preschool routine, which now includes a Merry Sunshine Library, where the kids get to 
take home books to read and bring them back. Ms. Peggy has been incorporating her  
literacy skills in nursery rhymes and getting the kids to see what sentence structure looks 
like.  Ms. Sarah has been having fun reading about apples and introducing several letters 
this month as well as shapes.  Ms. Kellie is the assistant as well and having fun switching 
out our room with the different themes we have in mind.  We look forward to a fun fall! 

Merry Sunshine  
Preschool  

is in need of a teaching 
assistant from  

7:45am-11:30am three 
days per week.  If  

interested, please contact 
Sarah Fritch at  
309-721-0385. 

 

Merry  
Sunshine 
 Preschool 

 
 

Our Merry Sunshine 
Pre-K still has a few 

openings for this fall. 
Please call Peggy 
Schneider or the 
church office for 
more information. 

Ministry Leadership Team 
Ministers of the Church — Congregation 
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse 
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry 
Melissa Chapman—Finance Administration Manager 
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant 
Pastor Marty Ellison—Campus Minister, Carbon Cliff  
      Campus & Youth Coordinator 
Rev. Gabe Wanck—Associate Pastor   
Rev. Sarah Wanck—Lead Pastor 
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I’ve only known life in the church. 
It’s possibly the greatest gift that has ever been given to me; that 
my parents intentionally chose to raise me in the life of the church, 
with an investment of faith, eyes on Christ, and the community of 
other believers. As a child, I didn’t always recognize the gift that it 
was to me. (Most of the time I was just mad that I had to wake up 
on Sunday mornings and wear an itchy dress.) Church was singing 
hymns, going to children’s church, potlucks for lunch, Vacation  
Bible School, and Christmas pageants. For much of my life, church 
was what we did together.  
 
Having some years behind me now, I now know that church was always so much more 
than what we did. It was a place to observe who it was I could be. For as many hymns as 
we sang, I also had the privilege of watching adults run to the altar in prayer, seeking 
God. I witnessed adults confess their need for Jesus, find transformation in Him, seek a 
life of prayer, pour into children with Christ’s love, and volunteer their time for every 
need. 
 
I had the privilege of observing what church really is.  
It’s not signing hymns, wearing itchy dresses, or staying awake through a sermon.  
Church is…..enjoying a life of worship together, growing to be more like Jesus together, 
pursuing a life of prayer, using our gifts in serving the needs of our community. It’s  
being a people of generosity out of the overflow of our gratitude to God. And so much 
more.  
Thessalonians says it this way, “Therefore encourage one another and build each other 
up, just as in fact you are doing. Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge 
those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 
Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each 
other. And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, 
encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that 
nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other 
and for everyone else. Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (V. 11-18) 
 
To be the church, is to pray together, love together, worship together, help one another 
in our time of need, call each other up to more of Christ, and to live into the best of 
God’s will together. In many ways, we’re already the picture of God’s church that he 
hopes for us - but there’s always more of God’s intention to discover. In the coming 
weeks, we’ll learn more together on what church is always supposed to be. And how we 
can be more of it. 
I pray, we find more meaning, purpose, and reward of being the real likeness of Christ’s 
Church and intentionally pursing more of that together.  
 
      May it be so.  
      For God’s glory. For our good. And for the hope of those who need him still.  
 
 Pastor Sarah 

Church is……….. 

East Moline 

Pastor Sarah Wanck 
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News to Know  

We need YOUR trunk!!! 
Sunday, October 31st ~ 5pm-8pm 

 
 Trunk or Treat will be happening this year and we need 
YOUR trunk! Many trunks are needed to make this biggest  
outreach event of the year a success.  We cannot do it without 
YOU!  Don’t have time to decorate?  That’s okay!  All that is  
required is to show up on October 31st at the East Moline Campus 
from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm and pass out candy to the 600-700 
guests expected. If you do choose to decorate, Amazon has some 
reasonably priced kits available.  To volunteer your trunk or help 
in the kitchen, please contact Theresa Sack at 309-236-9572.  We 
will even serve you dinner as an added bonus!   
 Donations of individually wrapped candy (peanut free if  
possible) are gratefully appreciated!    

 

Christ Church 
Worship  
Service  

videos can be 
found on our  

website: 
 

www.christchurcheastmoline.org  
 

under the News and Media tab 

Prayer 
Do you feel God's call to pray for your church  

family? Then please consider spending some time 
in the Prayer Room on Sunday mornings during the 
times of Sunday morning worship services. There is 

a sign up sheet in the Prayer Room. 
Prayer is the power house of the Worship services. 
Bibles and other spiritual books and materials are 

available for you to use in the Prayer Room. 
If you have prayer requests, please write your re-
quest on the yellow cards found in the pews. Place 

them in the offering plate as you leave worship. 
They will be prayed over in the Prayer Room. 

Want to become more 
involved? 

 

If you’re looking for ways you 
can volunteer at Christ Church 

we are always looking for  
volunteers to help in the  

following areas: 
 

Bell choir, Chancel Choir, Prayer Chapel, Food Pantry, Open 
Hearts Café, Safety & Security Team, United Methodist Men, 
and United Methodist Women.  If you are interested in any of 
these areas, contact the church office, 755-2508. 

Million Dollar Miracle 
 
Total contributions for the month of September were 
$34,743.50. Since the challenge was announced, we 
have received $370,596.92 in contributions and we 
are getting closer to the goal of $500,000. What a 
blessing for us all to be part of such a caring and  
supportive church family – to God be the glory!! The 
first Endowment grant in 2018 was earned in full in 
only a few months – we did it before and we can do it 
again! We WILL do it again, through the help and 
grace of ALMIGHTY GOD!!          
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Hallelujah Candle 
Light the Hallelujah Candle in honor of a loved one or event!  Examples may be birthdays,  
anniversaries, memorials, births, graduations, special events.  As a fundraiser for building  

improvements or mortgage payoff, you may light the candle for Sunday worship. 
Your honoree will be mentioned in the Sunday announcements and the mid-week news.  

 
Name ___________________________Phone ______________Date you’d like candle lit__________ 
 
Hallelujah Candle Honoree __________________________________________________________ 
 
Please select which campus you would like the candle lit:   Please select where you would like your contribution $ to go: 
 __East Moline     ___Silvis     ___ Carbon Cliff     __FLC Mortgage     __FLC Furnishings     __Silvis Flooring 
     (1 candle $15, 2 candles $30, 3 candles $50)      __East Moline Landscaping     __Carbon Cliff Building 
 

Please attach payment to this form.  Checks payable to CUMC, memo Hallelujah Candle.   
Place in the offering plate or drop off/mail to the church office. 

  
I am now a statistic of testing positive for COVID-19.  I can tell you this was an  
illness beyond past bouts of flu, bronchitis and colds.  I would not wish this virus on 
anyone.  The how, where, when, and the why of testing positive boggled my mind the 
first few days of the illness, but during the time of isolation, I had to let it go.  Bottom 
line was I was sick, isolated and really did not have the energy to do anything but 
sleep and cough!   
 I was already down from another health problem that had ended up with an ER 
visit.  I could have stayed that night in ER for IV’s and medication but decided to go 
home.  (There were no beds available other than in the ER.)  On the following  
Monday I noticed chilling, an elevated temperature, cough, headache, dizziness, sore 

throat and a runny nose.  Having one of those “gut-like feelings”, I was tested the next day.  My husband drove 
me, and we were those crazy looking people in a car with all the windows down and both masked.  The Strep test 
was negative.  The next day the test for COVID came back positive.  Wait!  I took care of myself and I got the vac-
cine!  I could have cried, but I did not have the energy. 
 Therefore, isolation started.  I had been in our bedroom already for 5 days due to my other health problem,  
binging on Netflix and re-decorating the room in my mind.   The first two to three days of COVID passed as a blur 
of sleep and trying to drink fluids.  I had no appetite.  Honest confession.  I like to eat.  So when I don’t want food, 
something is definitely wrong!   I did not lose my taste or smell, but food and fluids left a terrible taste in my 
mouth afterwards.  Then the guilt trip started.  What if I had exposed our grandson?  What if my husband tested 
positive?  Who would take care of who?  Whom had I exposed at church, in the ER or at Convenient Care?  
Friends, parishioners, neighbors and our Pastors were wonderful!  All three Pastors checked on me daily.  Friends 
asked what we needed or what they could do.  All of this was a big blessing for us! 
 Please understand that the delta variant and now new variants are spreading quickly.  The longer this goes on, 
it is like the virus gets smarter and causes people to become sicker after testing positive.  Talk to your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about being vaccinated.  If you are wondering about getting a booster, talk to your 
doctor.  At the time of writing this, the Rock Island County Health Department is giving booster doses.  If this is 
something you want to do, call them to see what vaccines are available on what days and the hours to walk in.   
I am a firm believer that my Moderna vaccination in January, kept me out of the hospital and the monoclonal  
antibody infusion I received helped my recovery time.  Did the two vaccines from January loose some of their  
effectiveness with my own odd immune system by the end of August?  I do not know if this is a fact, but it is just 
one of my speculations.  Nevertheless, I cannot stress enough that I was sick.   
 Please wear your mask, wash your hands and social distance as you can.  Really, such simple things to do to 
take care of others and most importantly you!  If the vaccine is the right thing for you please do so.   
 To those who called, texted, sent cards and prayed for us, thank you so much.  I felt the prayers and loved  
getting mail each day!  I feel very blessed to feel human again, although I will be coming back to work at a slower 
pace.  The series on Rest, could not have come at a better time for me!  I am so very blessed my husband and  
family did not come down with the virus.  Thank you church family!  Stay well! 
 
In Faith, Hope and Love, 
Steph 
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 United Methodist Women-East Moline 
Our month of October is 
filled with a lot of excitement 
as we start planning for next 
year’s programs, meetings 
and budget. We have elected 
a new 2022 Leadership Team 

to see us through the new year. We are wrapping up 
the year with our World Thank Offering and Our 
Pledge to Missions. We are working on our Church 
Women United World Service Kits and attending the 
Spoon River District Annual meeting and the Illinois 
Great River Conference Annual meeting. We are also 
planning on how to attend the United Methodist 
2022 World Assembly in Orlando, Florida on May 
20 through May 22. See details below. 
 Looking back on 2021 we are still dealing with 
COVID and still learning about virtual meetings 
through Zoom and Lifesize. We hope and pray that 
2022 will help us be strong and find new ways of  
giving comfort to those that need us the most, our 
members. 
 HELP WANTED:  Women or Men that would 
like to help with serving Rotary and Morning         
Connection one day a month for several hours. We 
need bodies to help serve and clean up and if you can 
help prepare it is a bonus for Diana Sutton. You can 
make new friends and have some fun as we work. Call 
Diana at (309) 737-5433. Your help would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 Changes on Calendar for October! Hopefully 
by now Our members and Church family have  
received the letter about how COVID has made us 
cancel the two fundraisers that UMW usually holds to 
help with our pledges and projects in our church. We 
are having a NO SHOW EVENT to cover Seasons of 
Fun and the Harvest Luncheon. Our ladies do enjoy 
decorating tables for Seasons of Fun and making 
yummy salads and soups for the Harvest Luncheon. 
We all miss the fun we have at these events. Second 
change to the calendar is that we will be having a 
Unit meeting on October26, at 1:00 pm. We have  
decided to move the World Thank Offering to this 
time so Ladies remember to bring in your giving  
boxes or checks. We will also be having a Leadership 
team meeting at 11:00 am in Fellowship Hall. 
 UMW WORLD ASSEMBLY 2022—The theme 
is “TURN IT UP” and it runs May 20 – 22 in  
Orlando, Florida. Early registration started in  
September and will end on November 30. We have 
heard that they are planning on two types of  
meetings, one in person and the other as a virtual 
meeting from your living room with Five Community 
Gatherings and one workshop on Friday and  
Saturday. Look for more information at the Unit 
meeting in October. 
 THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
For all your support for the UTHS Cares Resource 
Room. This was one of our missions that you have 
made a wonderful success! We wanted the young  
people to know that there is a group of women and a 
loving church that is just around the corner that cares 
about them. We hope you got to attend the Unit  

meeting on September 28th and hear about the Cares 
Room from Jill Sanders. 
 Our August meeting was a success and well attended.  
Pauline Pender spoke on Human Trafficking in the Quad 
Cities and made an impression on all who attended. Our 
mission box for that day was filled with a donation of $200 
that we gave to Pauline and Family Resources. 
 Cunningham Children’s Home and Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House are both Illinois UMW  
on-going mission projects.  They are asking for gift cards 
from Walmart. Please give these cards to Doris Wasson, 
Janet Lindstrom or stop by the office and give them to  
Jana. Thank you. 
 Church Women United has had to cancel the Iowa/ 
Illinois Fall Fellowship in September and will be canceling 
all other meetings until December 31, 2021. There will be 
no meeting at Christ Church on October 11. 
 We have lost a number of UMW members in the last 
few weeks and our Sympathy Committee has stepped up to 
give comfort to the families of the following; Delores  
Morris, Diane Thompson and Joyce Nowack. We ask that 
you keep their families in your prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct 2 IGRC UMW Annual Meeting-10 am –12:30 pm 
 Zoom – “We Are Connected” 
Oct 6 Circles – Glory, Fellowship Hall, 9:30 am; Patience, 
 Gathering Room, 12:30 pm 
Oct 7 Rotary 
Oct 11 CWU at 9:30 am at Christ UMC, EM CANCELED 
Oct 12 Budget/Program Planning for 2022, Rm 12,  
 10:30 am 
Oct 14 Rotary 
Oct 19 Prepare and Set up for Morning Connection 
Oct 20 Morning Connection, 9:15 am “The Power of  
 Personality “ 
Oct 21 Rotary 
Oct 25-26 Harvest Luncheon – CANCELED (Look for 
 Contribution Letter) 
Oct 26 Leadership meeting,11:00 am, Fellowship Hall 
 (NOTE CHANGE FROM OCT 12) 
Oct 26 Unit meeting – 1:00 pm World Thank Offering  
 program will be given by Alice Haben and Cheryl  
 Henry “Generous Hearts and Strong Threads” 
Oct 26 CWU World School and Hygiene Kits due 
Oct 28 Rotary 

L-Pauline 
Pender speak-
ing on Human 

Trafficking 
R-Jane Parker 
being honored 
for her August 
birthday at our 

August Unit 
Meeting 
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And more news to know 

Kathy Gardiner has graciously  
donated two beautiful benches to our 

memorial garden given in loving 
memory of her husband,  

Dr. Joe Gardiner.  

The deadline for the November 
issue of the church newsletter is 

Friday, October 15th.  Please sub-
mit all articles to the church office 

(preferably by email) by then.   
The office email address is  

office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
Thank you! 

Many thanks to all who participated and volunteered 

their time to make our 2nd annual Christ Church  

Golf Outing a success!  We raised over $2,000! 


