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 To my Church Family, 
 
I want to thank everyone for the prayers, 
cards, phone calls and flowers during 
this difficult time.  Having to postpone 
my procedure for two weeks was rather 
hard but I'm happy to report everything 
went well on Friday, September 11th and 
I'm on the road to recovery.  We all know 
that God is in control and it is a blessing 
to be a part of such a caring church  
family. 
 
In Christian love Your Sister in Christ, 
Bobbi McCoy 

Thank you to Pastor Joye for the flowers, basket of  
surprises and prayers, to Karyn for her drive-way prayer 
and to my Church family for all the cards, phone calls to 
check on me, and prayers before and after my knee  
surgery.  It meant a lot to be on the receiving end!   
The surgery went well, but the healing process really 
tested my patience!  My knee is getting stronger and 
better each day and I am back in the saddle!  I also want 
to thank you for all the prayers and support you all have 
shown to our family in August and September with Alex 
and Lilly’s hospitalizations.  Those prayers were truly 
felt and answered! 
 
Thank you! 
Steph and Dave Rabe 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 

The United Methodist Women of Christ United Methodist Church (EM) wish to express our sincere thanks to the  
ladies...and yes, gentlemen, who gave so generously to our Seasons of Fun No Show fundraiser to help us supplement our 
lost avenues of revenue that support our many Mission Projects budgeted for 2020.  As of September 15th, a total of 
$2,520 has been received. 
 
One fourth of our projected income to cover our $22,000 budget for 2020 was lost due to the COVID-19 shutdown.  This 
revenue loss is represented by not serving the East Moline/Silvis Rotary for 20 weeks, by not serving the monthly meetings 
of Morning Connection for six months, cancellation of our Annual Seasons of Fun Luncheon in August and the scheduled 
Annual Fall Harvest Luncheon in October, and normal collections from UMW meetings and other events.  It is truly  
heartwarming to have such caring members of our church willing to step forward and assist in our fundraiser to ease the 
financial strain our Unit is experiencing.  We are well aware that everyone has been affected by this pandemic and the re-
percussions of ‘Sheltering in Place’ for months on end.  Thank you again! 
 
We would also like to recognize and thank the following volunteers who assisted in the mailing process of our fundraiser 
flyers:  Jana Kindred for creating and printing the flyer/letter for mailing; Robert Garrett, Virginia Shelton, and Mariann 
Reese for folding, labeling and stuffing envelopes; and co-chairpersons, Pat Reuter and Margaret Baumann.  Many hands 
make the work go so much faster.  Thanks for volunteering! 

 
The deadline for 
the November 

issue of the 
church  newslet-
ter is Thursday, 

October 15th.  
Please submit all articles to the church 

office (preferably by email) by then.  The 
office email address is  

office@christchurcheastmoline.org. 
Thank you! 

 

Updated Office Hours  
East Moline Campus Office 

 

 
 Our new  office hours at the East Moline Campus:  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: 9:00am-2:30pm 
Tuesdays 12:00pm-4:00pm 
Fridays 9:00am-12:00pm  

Masks are required as is social distancing. Please enter the building through 
door #2. Ring the door bell and someone will let you in.  
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Years back, when the boys were little, we lived in a house surrounded by trees, hundreds 
of trees!  It was great!  It was like living in a forest.  However, many trees mean many 
leaves fall to the ground this time of year.  Leaves are always beautiful as they change 
color, but then they start falling off the trees!  I have to admit that when Joye and I 
moved in to that house that first summer, we really did not think about all those leaves 
coming down in the fall.  The first time a neighbor saw me knee deep in leaves as I was 
raking them, he stopped and commented on the scene with an undeniable wicked laugh.  
I had just been initiated into a neighborhood that was infested with a falling leaf  
problem! 
 
Throughout those years of living there, we all tried various ways of dealing with the  
falling leaf infestation.  In that neighborhood you could see all kinds of contraptions for 
getting rid of the leaves.  There were leaf blowers, power shredders and one “monstrous 
looking leaf-sucking thing” that the next-door neighbor had made himself.  Mostly, all 
the neighbors saw this task as a yearly frustration that we all had to endure. 
 
But that is not the way that little Sam and Levi looked at the leaves.  One fall when I was 
mowing over the first batch of leaves, Levi, who was in kindergarten at the time, came up 
to me and was visibly upset.  “You’re ruining the leaves, Dad!” he said.  “I was going to 
put them in a pile and jump in them but you are ruining them all.”  I stopped the mower 
and pointed up to the tops of the trees.  There were so many leaves still fastened to the 
tress that it looked as if none had fallen.  I assured Levi that when the other leaves came 
down, he could have them all!  He seemed satisfied with the deal.   
 
A few days later, the leaves came down.  The only problem was that they didn’t come 
down in a big neat pile.  They came down in usual fashion and blanketed the ground six 
inches deep.  Remembering that the leaves belonged to Levi, I decided to ask his  
permission to put them in a pile.  He got all excited and actually wanted to help.  (I did 
not see the same eagerness to help with the leaves when he became a teenager).   
 
We went to work on the leaves and soon the pile began to grow.  The pile became so big 
that it ended up being much taller than Levi or Sam.  I asked Levi, “Do you want me to 
throw you in?”  “Yeah,” replied the kindergartner, but he didn’t seem so sure of the leaf 
pile now.  I picked Levi up, went “One, Two, Three,” and threw him into the giant pile.  
He instantly disappeared inside the leaves!  It was as if the leaves had swallowed him 
whole.  No movement from the pile could be seen.  Then, from inside the pile of leaves,  
I heard a small voice say, “It’s dark in here!”  
 
Next, Sam had to be thrown in.  Soon Isaac, the next-door  
neighbor friend of Sam and Levi, got thrown in. (Isaac had never 

seen a leaf pile before because His dad was the one who 
owned the “monstrous looking leaf-sucking thing”).  I have to 
admit, it was fun to see the leaves through the eyes of a child.   
I even found myself thanking God for the leaves that had  
fallen.  That which was seen as a hassle and hard work  
became a blessing that the kids and I will not forget. 
 
              continued on page 2 

East Moline Silvis 

CHRIST CHURCH  
 

INDOOR WORSHIP 
SUNDAYS 

Worship Center  

10:35am  

East Moline Campus  

 

10:45am Silvis Campus 

 

11:00am Carbon Cliff 

Campus 

 

PARKING LOT  

WORSHIP 
SUNDAYS 

8:30am & 9:30am 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

can also be viewed  

three ways:  
  

Facebook Page 

Christ United  

Methodist Church,  

East Moline, Illinois  
 

Website 
www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

 

YouTube Channel 

Christ UMC of the QC 

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

“You’re ruining the leaves, Dad!”                                              OCTOBER 2020 
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 October NewsOctober News  

Hallelujah  
Candle 

Light the Hallelujah  
Candle in honor of a loved one 

or event! 

 
To raise money for building  
improvements, the Building Team at 
Christ Church has started the  
Hallelujah Candle Project.   
 

Here’s how it works: 
 
Fill out a form and sign up for a Sunday.  On that 
Sunday, a candle is lit during worship and your 
honoree is mentioned.  Examples may be  
birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, births,  
graduations, or special events.  You can even pick 
which campus you would like to have your candle 
lit or you can choose all three!  The cost is $15 for 
one campus, $30 for two, or $50 for all.   
 
You can also select where you would like your 
dollars to be spent: FLC Mortgage, FLC  
Furnishings, East Moline Campus Landscaping, 
Silvis Campus Flooring, or Carbon Cliff Building. 
 
Forms are available at all three campuses on  
Sunday mornings or you can pick one up in the 
church office. 

continued from page 1... 
 

Many times, I get so focused on what needs to be done, or the problems that life brings, that I forget to be 
thankful for what God is doing in my life.  But like the leaves that fall this month, there are things in life 
that need only a change of perspective to show us how God is at work in our lives and how He should be 
given our thanks and praise.   
 
When a person crosses the line of faith and becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, there is even more for 
which to be thankful.  First of all, when you give your heart and life to Jesus, you have eternal life through 
Him.  Also, Jesus has promised the Holy Spirit to be with us to teach, guide and empower us throughout 
this life--no matter how hard life may get.  
 
As the autumn season begins, I’m reminded of what God has done and what 
He is doing in our lives.  It is a good time to give God thanks and praise.   
I hope you will join me in spending these next few months in an  
attitude of praise and thanksgiving.   
 
 Thanking Him, even when the leaves fall, 
 
 Roger Perry      
   Jeremiah 29:11-13 

CARE Ministry Celebrates 

20
th

 Anniversary 
 

CARE: Concerned friends Affirming God’s 
healing presence by Responding to those in 

need with Encouragement and support 
 

This fall, CARE Ministry is celebrating its 20th Anniversary.   
Since 2000, members of the CARE team have made tens of 
thousands of contacts through cards, phone calls, and visits 
as they reach out to support individuals who are going 
through difficult times.   In addition, hundreds of scarves, 
hats, gloves and mittens are distributed each year during our 
Christmas Scarf Project; and our “stitchers” continue to make 
prayer shawls and baptismal shawls.   
 
We wish to thank all those who have been part of the CARE 
team.  Your efforts are especially helpful as we strive to keep 
our church family connected while practicing “social  
distancing” during the COVID pandemic.   
 
The Hallelujah Candle will be lit in honor of CARE’s 20th 
Anniversary on October 25th.  Again, we want to thank all the 
CARE team members as you share the love of Jesus! 
 
 Steph Rabe and Janet Griffin,  
 co-leaders for CARE Ministry 
 

 

The UnityPoint Foot Clinic will start October 12th            

Our feet work hard every day and sometimes they need a little attention.  It is time to open 
the Foot Clinic at Christ Church, East Moline Campus.  The clinic will start October 12th, and 
will continue the second Monday of each month, as the virus in our community lets us.   
Appointments as well as facemasks are required.  The foot nurse will do her best to social  
distance when examining and taking care of your feet.  Due to our building security system, 
we ask that you use door #2, ring the bell, and we will let you in.   
 
 

Times:  Start time is 9:00 am with appointments every 30 minutes. 
 

Where: East Moline Campus, Women’s restroom area, off of Fellowship Hall.  Please enter through door #2 
(front area of main building).  *If you need to use a handicap accessible  entrance, please ask for that at time of 
registration. 
 

Cost:  $30 (cash or check payable to UnityPoint at Home) 
 

To make an appointment:  Call or text Steph Rabe (309) 721-5218 by the Thursday before clinic day (Example: 
call by October 8, for the foot clinic on the 12th.) 
 

What to bring:  Two clean towels 
 
Please in this time of COVID, if you wake up the day of your appointment and feel ill, please call the church office 
to let us know you will need to cancel for that day.  As with any other medical appointment at this time, if you have 
a cough, fever, nasal congestion, runny nose, rash, GI problems, or been exposed to the flu or COVID, please stay 
home.  We want to keep the staff and others at the clinic healthy and safe.  Thank you! 
 
As we all continue into October with this virus and the flu season, please take care of yourselves!  If I can help in 
any way, I am just a text or phone call away.                       
 
Keep Praying 
 

Wear your facemask 
 

Wash your hands 
 

Social distance as you can 
 

Stay healthy! 
 

Steph 
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Even though this year’s annual quilt show 
at the Silvis Campus had to be cancelled, 
the Silvis Campus Quilting Group has a 

queen sized State Flower quilt available for 
silent auction.  The opening bid is $400.  

Each embroidered state flower square was 
donated by a fellow quilter and was resized 
by Joyce Nevins (as they were all different 
sizes).  The late Sue Miller, who was also a 

quilter, donated the lovely fabric for the  
reverse side of this quilt.  If you would be 
interested in making an anonymous bid, 

please contact Mary Land, 309-236-0042 
or Alma Neels, 309-235-1241.  Bids are  
being accepted through October 31st. 
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 United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women--East MolineEast Moline  
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 
MADE THIS YEAR’S NO 
SHOW SEASONS OF FUN  
FUNDRAISER SUCH A 
SUCCESS!  Look for a thank 
you from the committee in 
this Courier. 

 

Here we are in October with only a few months left of 
2020 and we already have a number of changes that 
will happen in 2020 and 2021. We are UMW and we 
are a strong body of women.  We will come together 
to be Hope, Faith and Love in Action. As your  
president of the East Moline Campus UMW, I wanted 
to talk about our circles and the wonderful women 
that keep them together. This last month, as we  
started to open up the church, I went to each circle to 
welcome them back after being put on hold for 6 
months. Each circle is unique with how they met a 
need for women. I will start with Faith Circle.  They,  
being mothers, were unable to meet during the day as 
it just didn’t fit into their busy schedule with  
children’s activities and working outside the home so 
they chose to meet at night and it worked! From the 
beginning, these women had a passion for getting 
things done. They also had fun.  For instance, all of 
the ladies had a mustard seed necklace and wore it to 
each meeting.  If they forgot, they paid the price of 
25¢.  At one time Faith was 30 members strong.  But 
as life changes, the meeting at night became a  
challenge for some.  So they were welcomed into  
other circles but they still stayed strong. Another one 
of the unique things about this circle is that the  
mothers that started this group now have their grown 
daughters following in their mission. This group 
could use some new members to mentor. Yes, these 
ladies love to break bread together but they also are 
ladies that are great supporters of all the missions.  
They call on members that are in nursing homes and, 
up until last January, helped with a Rotary meal once 
a month. These 10 women have so much to share with 
us and so much to teach us. So, I thank Sally Lane, 
Carol Lee and the other members for letting me share 
fellowship and learn about the rich history of Faith 
Circle. 
  
On Saturday, September 
12th, our unit experi-
enced our first video 
conference with the 
Spoon River District  
Annual Fall Celebration. 
It was a success on our 
part and we were able to 
be part of the video  
experience! Six ladies 
from EMUMW attended 
and, for a few, it was a 
new experience. We 
have included some  
pictures of those that   
attended. Since this will 
be our new normal for a 

while, we want to invite those 
who feel comfortable to come 
to the next video conference 
for IGRC on Saturday,  
October 3, 2020 at 9:00 am 
in the Fellowship Hall. You 
can come to church instead 
of climbing into a van at 6:00 
am!  In a way, the virus has 
given us a chance to experi-
ence what other members 
look forward to in being  
connected to all the ladies of 
the UMW in the IGRC and 
Spoon River. So really think 
about coming and sharing  
fellowship with your UMW 
family! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct 3 – IGRC UMW Annual Fall Celebration (Video  
    Conference), Fellowship Hall,  9am—noon 
Oct 6 – Planning and Budget Meeting, 10am, Room #12 
Oct 7 – Circles meet – Glory, 9:30am, Fellowship Hall;   
     Patience, 12:30pm, Gathering Room 
Oct 12 – CWU meet at Butterworth Center, 9:30am 
Oct 13 – Prepare for Morning Connection 
Oct 14 – Morning Connection, 9:15am 
Oct 27 – Leadership Team Meeting, 10am, Family Life  
      Center Classroom 
Oct 27 – Unit Meeting, 1pm, Fellowship Hall; Program - 
       Call to Prayer and Self-denial – Janet Lindstrom  
   Presenting 

 
Because of COVID-19 we are regretfully cancelling 
the Fall Harvest Salad Luncheon.  In the past, this 
was an enjoyable project for our UMW to meet up 
with friends and serve our community.  This has 

been a strange year and we have seen many 
events cancelled.  We are looking forward to next 
year with our salad luncheon scheduled to take 

place in October, 2021.  Please stay safe and  
God Bless. Thank you! 

 
Bobbi McCoy and Cheryl Henry (co-chairperson) 
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 News You Need to Know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Christ United Methodist 
Church Craft Fair previously 

scheduled for October 17th has 
been postponed until next year.   

SMART PHONE, TECH SAVVY Volunteers needed! 
 
Since the pandemic continues to cause social distancing to be  
necessary, we would like to expand our virtual and live streaming  
opportunities for folks who can’t physically enter into our sanctuary 
worship services yet.   Would you be willing to use your phone or  
video camera to record a worship service and put it on your Facebook 
page or download  it to YouTube so we could help others access these  
recordings? Would you be willing to help us video or live stream  
worship at the Silvis or Carbon Cliff campuses on Sunday mornings?   
We need your help to reach as many people as possible virtually.  
Please contact Pastor Roger or Pastor Joye if you are interested. 

Christmas Scarf Project 
 

It’s time to plan ahead for Christmas, and we 
hope you will help with our Christmas Scarf  
Project.  Scarves of all sizes are needed.   They 
can be knitted, crocheted, made of fleece, or  
purchased.  Hats and gloves/mittens can be 
used, too.  Please bring your donations to the 
church mailroom by Friday, November 13th.  

They will be dedicated at a worship service and then distributed to 
groups that serve children and families in our area.  Last year we  
received almost 900 items!  With your help, the Christmas Scarf Project 
will spread warm wishes to hundreds of people in our community again 
this year. If you need more information, contact Janet Griffin,  
309/269-6635. 

Merry Sunshine NewsMerry Sunshine News  

 

We have been busy reading books about the first day of school, caterpillars and butterflies, and a book about how 
God makes us all different and special.  We have been learning lots of silly songs too.   Sometimes we use different 
noise makers!  We have also been learning the colors of the rainbow and read the story of Noah. 
  
It has been so much fun to observe the 
development of monarch butterflies 
and experience their release.  Lots of 
joy in seeing them fly away! 
  
Thank you CUMC for supporting and 
loving Merry Sunshine Preschool. The 
children are a blessing! 
  
Merry Sunshine Staff 
Ms. Sarah, Ms. Kellie, Ms. Romanie,  
Ms. Peggy 
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ZOOM Sunday School is Here! 
 

We miss you!   We know it’s difficult right now to 
meet in person, BUT we can still get together and see 
each other on our computers or chrome books!   
So….how about joining us for a virtual Sunday school 
class???  We will do a Bible story together during our 
Zoom meeting that will include activities that we can 
do “together” virtually.  A learning packet with  
additional fun activities you can do at home can be 
mailed to you or picked up.  There will also be “Bible 
Challenges” like memorizing the 10 commandments, 
the beatitudes, the Lord’s prayer, or the affirmation 
of faith. Older students could take the challenge of 
learning the order of the books in the Old and New 
Testaments.   For younger kiddos, we will have  
individual Bible verses that they can memorize for 
their Bible challenge.  For each challenge that you 
complete, you can win a prize!   Every student that 
participates in our virtual Sunday school program can 
receive a special Zoom t-shirt that says  “Zooming 
thru the Bible in 2020”.   If you complete all the 
Zoom lessons during the fall of 2020, you win a small 
pizza delivered to your home by Faithful Fanie!! 
 

Jennifer John has graciously accepted the position to 
be our ‘Zoom Leader’ and would love to have you on 
board.  We plan to start soon, so if you haven’t signed 
up yet, please contact Jennifer at 847-370-7123, or 
email to sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com.  You 
can even invite new friends to be with you in your 
Zoom class if you want, even if they have never been 
able to come to church with you before!    

Hello, my name is Jennifer John. In 2011 my husband 
and I moved to Moline. I am an experienced special  
education teacher. My most recent teaching 
 experience was in 2018, when I was given the  
incredible opportunity to teach the wonderful little 
preschool students at Merry Sunshine.  In 2019, our 
family welcomed baby number 3!  Being Juliana, 
Brendan and Leesa’s mom is the most important job 
God has granted me. I am so excited to start this new 
journey in developing a remote/Zoom Sunday School 
program. I have loved watching my children learn 
about the Bible, worship, prayer, and scripture as they 
begin their faith journies.  In these uncertain times, I 
hope to bring joy to each family with a familiar theme, 
God’s love.  Not only will we be learning about God’s 
love, but we will have fun in a stress-free atmosphere.   
 If you have any questions about the remote/Zoom 
Sunday School program please feel free to contact me.  
Cell: 847-370-7123 
Email: sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com  

Hey kids... 
 
Do you miss seeing your church friends? Are you wanting to reconnect and learn more about the Bible? 
Now two different ways to join us: 
 
1. Sundays in the Family Life Center classroom 10:00-10:30 (Jr & Sr High in the Gathering Room) 
2. Zoom Bible time (time TBD). Fun activities, memory verses, and more!! 
 
Parents, please contact Jenny John (info below) to get more information on how to enter the zoom  
meetings.   We hope you can join us! 
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