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Over the last few weeks, the air has begun to shift, blowing in the 
cool of fall, and bringing with it the changing leaves.  As we 
watched summer (finally) fade, we see in its place the changing  
seasons that welcome in the stillness of autumn and the soon to be 
rest of winter. The cool air, long nights, and changing leaves seem 
to bring with them a tendency to slow down, breathe deeply, and 
reflect as nature quiets itself.  It’s not lost on me that this season of 
quieting brings with it a season of thanksgiving and peaceful  
gratitude.  
 Thanksgiving, as an official holiday, began in the middle of 
America’s most divided time. In the thick of the Civil War, President Abraham  
Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to be a national holiday. As brother stood against  
brother, family against family, and Americans against Americans, the President called 
the country to pause and recall the goodness and gratitude they had known, even in a 
time of strain and division. Our country’s first Thanksgiving was believed to be a  
celebration after famine, a painful winter, and tensions between cultures. And even long 
before the Natives and Pilgrims shared a meal, many people paused each year to  
celebrate a harvest meal, giving thanks for safety and provision after a long and difficult 
harvest.  
 Family meals, thanksgiving dinners, and celebrations of gratitude will soon gather us 
around tables, as we pause for a moment with the people we love. We will give thanks.  
But I’m stuck on the irony that many of these Thanksgiving celebrations happen amid 
tension, turmoil, grief, and conflict. A newly formed nation, a divided country, seasons 
of painstaking harvest, even a country exhausted by death and disease. The pause to  
remember Thanksgiving isn’t a mark on the calendar to declare that everything is good, 
joyful, or worry free. Instead, it is a day on the calendar to remind us to pause and 
choose to be thankful - especially in times of pain or tension. It allows us to stop and see 
goodness happening in grief. And it creates a pattern that begins to recognize blessing 
around us, in every season. 
 The Apostle Paul, and author of the letter to the Thessalonians, in his final words of 
advice, says to them "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). He reminds us 
that God’s intent and purpose for us is to be people of gratitude in all circumstances. His 
purpose is not that we wait for good to come to us - or for happiness to unfold - it’s to be 
the kind of people who find good, who look for it, who count the blessing knowing the 
cost, and to make good happen as often as possible.  
 In a season where our world is exhausted from uncertainty, death and disease, the   
          strain of a hurting economy, political divide, inequity, and injustice - we can  
          choose to give thanks, to see the good, to pause in a chaotic world to be people of  
            peace, and welcome the stillness of the season.  
   As Thanksgiving approaches, and I practice having an attitude that “gives thanks 
     in all circumstances” - at the top of my list is you. Gabe and I are giving thanks for 
  an incredible church family that has never lost sight of being Christ to the world. 
  And we’re giving thanks that we have the joy of being Christ to the Quad Cities 
 with you in the years to come. As the leaves rustle in the chill of the wind, join in their 
 chorus and give thanks in it all. 
 
 Pastor Sarah 

Give Thanks 

East Moline 

Pastor Sarah Wanck 
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November happenings & more!  

 

Christ Church 
Worship  
Service  

videos can be 
found on our  

website: 
 

www.christchurcheastmoline.org  
 

under the News and Media tab 

 

Want to become more 
involved? 

 

If you’re looking for ways you 
can volunteer at Christ Church 

we are always looking for  
volunteers to help in the  

following areas: 
Bell choir, Chancel Choir, 

Prayer Chapel, Food Pantry, Open Hearts Café, Safety &  
Security Team, Sunday School Teachers, United Methodist 
Men, and United Methodist Women.  If you are interested in 
any of these areas, contact the church office, 755-2508. 

 
Methodist men began meeting in August and 
have been meeting on the second Tuesday of 
the month. We have been rotating from each 
campus in order to attract men from all three 
worship centers. Our next meeting is  
Tuesday, November 9th at the Carbon Cliff 
Campus at 6 PM. Reservations are required. 
If you would like to be contacted for these 
events, send an email to Bill Siess at 
wrsiess@mchsi.com. 

ANGEL TREE 
 

Once again, we have the opportunity to serve 
and share the love of Jesus with our local 
children who are part of the Angel Tree  
family this Christmas.  Each Sunday in  
November between services at the East  

Moline Campus, Angels will be available to adopt or you may  
contact Tricia Danley at 309-721-6834.  
 
We are requesting a $40 gift card from Walmart for each Angel 
and your prayers for them, their incarcerated parent(s) and  
family.  Last year, due to COVID-19 we participated virtually, this 
year, we will mail the gift card and other items to each Angel  
directly.  We would prefer, of course, to host an Open House as 
we have done in the past but want to be safe for everyone.  Thank 
you for choosing to make Christmas a little brighter for each  
Angel!    
 

Outreach Team 
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Worship Service Update 

 

Beginning November 7th, our Outdoor Parking Lot Service will move back into 

the sanctuary.   The 8:00 am Parking Lot service was a wonderful answer to  
prayer when COVID-19 closed our indoor worship services and required us to get 
creative in meeting together. For some, its presence has been a welcome  
connection of casual worship and a safe space to “gather”. For others, the service 
was a holding pattern until we could return inside. Thankfully, in the fall of 2020, 
the IDPH, Governor, and our Bishop declared it was safe to gather inside for  
worship again! For over a year now, churches have been able to gather inside 
safely and enjoy worship in the building without fear of spreading illness. With 
the coming winter weather, our wonderful Christ Church staff spent time prayerfully considering the needs met 
by the 8:00 am Parking Lot service, those who were worried about their safety, others who enjoy the casual feel of 
the service, others who are ready to be back in their sanctuary, and the added logistics required to run the service 
in the winter months. We came to the conclusion to pause the outdoor service for the winter and convene safely 
inside.  
 We know that for some, this will be disappointing. For others, it will be a welcome return.   We want to  
reassure you that we have done our best to consider the needs of our whole family, and hope this will be a  
welcome solution.  Please know that the service will continue at 8:00 am each Sunday. It will continue to be a 30 
minute, casual service with Lindrew on the piano and a message from our Pastors.  
We hope this can still be the casual service you enjoy in the parking lot, just inside. Please feel free to come 
dressed comfortably, with your cup of coffee!  There are even goodies to help our kids feel comfortable with us 
too! 
 We do ask that you mask inside the building to help protect one another, and encourage you to sit as spread 
out (or together) as you feel comfortable.  
 Thank you so much for your grace and understanding as we all continue to juggle changing needs and care for 
one another in complex situations.  We look forward to seeing you in the sanctuary on November 7th, especially 
as we celebrate All Saints Day in worship and take time to remember those who have entered their heavenly 
home. We will also be celebrating Holy Communion!  
 
See you then! 
 
Pastor Sarah, Pastor Gabe, and Pastor Marty 

prayer 

Ministry Leadership Team 
Ministers of the Church — Congregation 
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse 
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry 
Melissa Chapman—Finance Administration Manager 
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant 
Pastor Marty Ellison—Campus Minister, Carbon Cliff Campus  
Rev. Gabe Wanck—Associate Pastor   
Rev. Sarah Wanck—Lead Pastor 
 

Christ United Methodist Church 

East Moline Campus:  Silvis Campus 
3801 7th Street   1301 2nd Avenue 
East Moline, IL 61244  Silvis, IL  61282 
 

   Carbon Cliff Campus: 
   106 2nd Street 
   Carbon Cliff, IL 61239 
 

Phone: 309-755-2508  Fax: 309-755-8081 
email: office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
Website: www.christchurcheastmoline.org 
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I love the season of fall! The weather. The colors of the leaves. This year, I feel we have so much to give thanks for 
and all of our blessings.  COVID-19 is still with us, but as we still take the necessary health precautions to stay 
safe, we have much to thank God for as we try to build a new normal for us individually and as a church family.  

 We are blessed to have new Pastors, one for each campus! 

 We are gathering in our church buildings. 

 We can see and talk with church family members in person! 

 Our choir and bell choir have been able to give us beautiful music. 

 Bible studies and other groups can meet inside the buildings. 

 Our Merry Sunshine students thrive with lots of learning and laughter during the mornings, even wearing face 
masks! 

What is your "thing" that you feel blessed about at this time as related to the church?  I feel blessed we have face 
masks to wear and that I recognize people by their "smiling" eyes and beautiful voices.  
Whatever your blessings are, remember to give thanks!  Being thankful can change one's outlook as you forget the 
"all about me."  Being grateful helps each of us look for God's goodness! 
 
Happy to be on this journey with each of you- 

Steph Rabe, Parish Nurse 
 
I will be taking some time off just before Thanksgiving for surgery.  Please continue to 
let the office and Pastors know if you are hospitalized or have any special health  
concerns so “my elves” can help you out.  May you have a beautiful Thanksgiving and 
December, remembering the importance of Jesus’ birth.  Prepare well.  Stay safe.  
Stay healthy. Watch out for each other.  As a manager of mine used to say, “Hold 
hands as you cross the street.”  I will see you in 2022!  

Steph 

FOOT  

CLINIC 
 
The next UnityPoint Foot Clinic, held at 
the East Moline Campus will be  
Monday, December 13th. The cost is 
$30 and you need to bring two clean 
bath towels with you to your  
appointment.  If you would like to sign 
up for  December 13th, please let me 
know by November 19th.   
 
Thank you! 
Steph Rabe, Parish Nurse 

 

 
Plans are underway to start 

our Children's Sunday School (K-5) back 
up soon. But we need your help!  If you 
love kids, and can volunteer your time 

once a month, please contact Pastor Gabe 
at gwanck@gmail.com. Thank you! 
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news to know 

The deadline for the December 
issue of the church newsletter is 

Monday, November  15th.  Please 
submit all articles to the church office 

(preferably by email) by then.   
The office email address is  

office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
Thank you! 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
In the past, pre-printed envelopes for offerings have been mailed out quarterly 
by American Church Inc. for Christ’s Church contributors.  Many families 
have opted to give by credit card, check from their financial institution,  
automatic bank withdrawal or other methods that don’t require an offering 
envelope.  The Finance Committee has elected to not send offering envelopes 
for the third or fourth quarter of 2021 as we assess needs of different  
households.  If you are in need of envelopes, please contact Melissa Chapman, 
309-755-2508, ext. 202 or email at mchapman@christchurcheastmoline.org.   
In December, those households giving weekly will receive offering envelopes 
for the first quarter of 2022.  Subsequent mailings will occur every three 
months.   For contributors who traditionally give monthly, you will receive 
twelve envelopes to cover 2022.  Thank you for your faithful giving in the past 
and continued support in the future.   

Hallelujah Candle 
Light the Hallelujah Candle in honor of a loved one or event!  Examples may be birthdays,  
anniversaries, memorials, births, graduations, special events.  As a fundraiser for building  

improvements or mortgage payoff, you may light the candle for Sunday worship. 
Your honoree will be mentioned in the Sunday announcements and the mid-week news.  

 
Name ___________________________Phone ______________Date you’d like candle lit__________ 
 
Hallelujah Candle Honoree __________________________________________________________ 
 
Please select which campus you would like the candle lit:   Please select where you would like your contribution $ to go: 
 __East Moline     ___Silvis     ___ Carbon Cliff     __FLC Mortgage     __FLC Furnishings     __Silvis Flooring 
     (1 candle $15, 2 candles $30, 3 candles $50)      __East Moline Landscaping     __Carbon Cliff Building 
 

Please attach payment to this form.  Checks payable to CUMC, memo Hallelujah Candle.   
Place in the offering plate or drop off/mail to the church office. 

 

The annual Church 
Charge Conference for 

Christ Church East  
Moline Multi-site will be 

on Sunday,  
November 7th at 

5pm at the East Moline 
Campus. All are invited 

to attend. 

 
 

Found! 
 
 
 

 

The Merry Sunshine items that 
were missing from the Family Life 
Center have been accounted for. 

mailto:mchapman@christchurcheastmoline.org
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 United Methodist Women-East Moline 
October went by much too 
fast. We had our budget and 
planning meetings the      
second week of October and 
we are looking at some very 
interesting programs for the 

upcoming year of 2022. We finished the month of 
October with our World Thank Offering program and 
the election of new officers for 2022. We will           
announce the new officers in December with the    
installation and our Christmas Party.  We are plan-
ning a lot of fun things for that day.  
 Our “NO SHOW” fundraiser letter was sent out to 
Christ United Methodist Church members and friends 
in October. Margaret Baumann our treasurer has  
already received a number of wonderful donations. If 
you have not yet made a donation, you have the rest 
of November to do so. We would like to thank you 
ahead of time for your participation in this fundraiser, 
this helps us meet our commitments for our missions. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 Speaking of deadlines, UMW WORLD ASSEMBLY 
2022 “TURN IT UP” is on May 20 – 22 in Orlando, 
Florida. Early registration started in September and 
will end on November 30, 2021. We have heard that 
they are planning on two types of meetings: one in 
person and the other as a virtual meeting from your 
living room with Five Community Gatherings and one 
workshop on Friday and Saturday.  If you were at 
September’s meeting, we showed a preview of what 
will be happening. The cost for the Assembly, if you 
are going to Orlando is $330 (this is without airfare 
or hotel rooms). The virtual meeting is $199 per    
person. November 30th is the end date for early     
registration. After November 30th, cost is $365. 

  
Our September Unit meeting 
was such a success!  Thank 
you to all that brought         
donations for the UTHS Cares 
Room. Our mission box for 
September went to UTHS 
Cares and we collected 
$208.75. Our program was 
given by Jill Sanders-Colgan 
and she told of the need for 
this room and what a           
difference that it makes in a 
young student’s life at UTHS. 
Jill brought along Shannon 
Miller to help answer ques-
tions.  Please look for the 
“Thank You” from East Mo-
line UMW in this Courier with 
a recap of all the donations. 
This was such a wonderful 
way to show the Faith, Hope 
and Love in Action to UTHS. 
  
(Pictured are Jill Sanders-
Colgan and Shannon Miller) 
 

 SpRD Annual Fall meeting was held in September via 
Zoom we had two from our unit and Nancy Hatcher came 
from Port Bryon to attend here at church. We also had one 
unit member watch it from her home. 
 Cunningham Children’s Home and Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House each received a $50 gift card for 
their fall projects. 
 There were three special celebrations held in the month 
of October in Fellowship Hall and our Celebration        
committee helped serve two of them.  
 HELP WANTED:  Women or Men that would like to 
help with Rotary and Morning Connection one day a 
month for several hours. We need bodies to help serve and 
clean up.  If you can help prepare, it is a bonus for Diana 
Sutton. You can make new friends and have some fun as 
we work. Call Diana Sutton at (309) 737-5433. Your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  
 Church Women United are unable to hold their annual 
World Community Day on Nov 5, 2021 this is the day that 
all the World Service Kits would have been turned in.    
Instead, please bring your World Service Kits to Christ 
United Methodist Church, 3801 7th St, East Moline, the 
week of November 15th-19th, 2021.  Enter thru door #2 on 
east side of church.  Ring the door-bell to enter.  Office 
hours are Mon, Wed, Thurs, and Fri 9 am-1 pm.  Tues- 
Noon-4 pm.  $2.00 per kit for shipping and handling is 
requested.   Please contact Pat Reuter, 309-721-4510, with 
questions or if these dates don't work for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov 3 Circles meet – Glory Circle, 9:30 am in Fellowship 
Hall. Patience Circle; 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Nov 4 Rotary 
Nov 7 Daylight Savings (turn clocks back an hour) 
Nov 8 CWU 9:30 am Zoom 
Nov 9 Prepare and set up for Morning Connection 
Nov 10 Morning Connection 9:15 am, Program – Finding 
Joy on Life’s Journey by Bea Ingersoll; Traveling Light on 
Your Journey by Karen Moore; Music by Donna Hamrick 
Nov 11 Rotary (Veteran’s Day) 
Nov 18 Rotary 
Nov 23 Leadership mtg. at 11:00 am 
Nov 23 Unit Meeting at 1:00 pm Program “Knitted  
Together and Reaching Out”, Pledge to Missions,  
Appalachian Annie Cleaning Tips – Sue Nurse 
Nov 25 No Rotary 
Nov 25 Thanksgiving 
Nov 28 1st Sunday of Advent 
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    October has been a wonderful start to the fall season.  Merry Sunshine was given pumpkins from the 
    Mel Foster Group and our very own Nurse Steph and her husband, Dave helped with handing  
    pumpkins out to all the kids.  Also, every month we will have Nurse Steph come in and do a special 
     story.  This month, she brought a puppet friend to talk about allergies because we have quite a few in 
   our class with allergies. We also feel so blessed this month to have had our new Pastors coming in to  
   read Bible stories to the students.  Pastor Sarah started off reading about how God created the 
world.  We feel it's so important to get Jesus instilled in them at an early age here, so they can continue to seek 
him. I have seen this church do a great job with making an impact on the surrounding areas and I'm always      
encouraging the kids to come to events that the church holds.   
In October, we will end with a special game night and small trunk or treat for the preschool.  We have encouraged 
them to join the public church event on the 31st as well.  God is doing wonderful things for our program and we 
are still growing and plan to hire one more teacher.  The room will be changing up this month as we add in the 
teepee and talk about all the things we're thankful for.  We are thankful for this church and the outpouring of love 
we feel from everyone here.   
 
In Christ,  
Ms. Sarah 

Merry Sunshine News 

Thank You ~ Thank You  
~ Thank You ~ 

 
East Moline United Methodist Women 
would like to give a big thank you to our 
members, church family and friends who 
helped with our mission for the UTHS 
Cares room. We want you to know that 
your donations of $230 in gift cards, 
$150 in cash and the 547 items with an 
estimated value of $1,155 were presented 
to UTHS Cares’ Jill Sanders-Colgan and 
Shannon Miller on September 28, 2021. 
What an out-pouring of love from our 
church to the young students of UTHS. 
Thank you again from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Do you feel God's call to pray for your church family? 
Then please consider spending some time in the Prayer 
Room on Sunday mornings during the times of Sunday 
morning worship services. There is a sign up sheet in the 
Prayer Room. 
 

 Prayer is the power house of the Worship services.  
Bibles and other spiritual books and materials are  
available for you to use in the Prayer Room. 
 

 If you have prayer requests, please write your request 
on the yellow cards found in the pews. Place them in  
the offering plate as you leave worship. They will be 
 prayed over in the Prayer Room. 


