
 I am really new at this.  I have never retired before.  
I really don’t know how to get ready for retirement except for 
doing the things that I am supposed to do to make it official.  
But how do you prepare yourself for retirement?  Am I 
counting the days until my retirement??  No, I have            
intentionally kept from doing that.   
 One thing that I have come to find out is that it is           
expensive to move stuff!!  I was really worried about how I    
was going to afford to move all of our “stuff” all the way to 
North Carolina.  It seemed like each moving company I talked with gave me a 
higher bid.   
 It really bothered me as I would pray for clear direction on how to do it all.  
Then one night, I woke up at about 3:30 in the morning with an incredible  
realization!  It was as if God were saying to me, “Roger, you don’t have to move 
anything—except Joye!  Be sure to move Joye!”  That realization was a real “load” 
off my mind.  (Sorry for the pun!)  It was great to realize that I don’t have to 
move the “stuff” that has always been with me.  Joye already knew this—but 
sometimes it takes me awhile.  

We don’t need all that stuff!  So, Joye and I decided that we would get rid 
of a bunch of the stuff to “lighten the load.” (There I go again with the pun).  I 
have been giving away things and burning up Facebook Marketplace to get rid of 
the “stuff.”  And it is working!  People receiving things are enjoying them and I 
am feeling a little lighter each time I get rid of something. 
 But it is true, trying to figure how to get everything to the new location was 
taking up too much of my mental time.  Getting rid of things can be very freeing 
indeed.  But that shouldn’t surprise me because it is kind of biblical. 
 Hebrews 12:1-2 states: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on   
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

All I need to do is to “throw off everything that hinders”—whether it has to 
do with moving “stuff” or getting rid of things in my life that can entangle me and 
keep me from following Jesus!  

Maybe this retirement thing will be good as I seek to continue running the 
race set before me.  How about you?  What are the things that entangle you and 
that you need to “throw off?”  As we get rid of our “stuff” let’s keep our eyes fixed 
on Jesus! 

 
It is a pleasure to have been “Running the Race” with you, 
 
Roger Perry 

   

Silvis 
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MAY IN MOTION  
 

 
 

Join with us to honor Pastors Roger & Joye as they embark on a new journey! 
 
Options are available to accommodate everyone! 
 

First Reception Opportunity 
5:00 – 6:00 PM fellowship time in the gym to greet the Perry’s 
 
Worship Celebration in North Parking Lot 
6:00 – 7:00 PM 
 
Second Reception Opportunity 
7:00 – 8:00 PM fellowship time in the gym to greet the Perry’s 
 
Participate from Home 
Enjoy the worship service online and send your greetings in the mail to the church. 

 
More Information 
 
The Worship Celebration will be in the parking lot; bring a lawn chair or sit in your car. In case 
of bad weather, the worship will be in the sanctuary. The service will be live streamed on  
Facebook and recorded to view later. 
 
For the safety of all, we will be practicing social distancing and requiring masks when indoors. 
Two separate reception times are offered to help reduce the number of people inside at once. It 
would be helpful, but not required, if those with last names A-M try to come between 5:00 and 
6:00 PM. If your last name starts with N-Z, then attend from 7:00-8:00 PM if possible.  
 
A silent auction in the gym (5:00 – 8:00 PM) will provide another opportunity for monies to be 
raised for the debt retirement of the Family Life Center.  
 
Everyone is encouraged to write memories or prayers or share scriptures. Cards and letters will 
be collected that night or can be mailed to the church. 

 

 
        The deadline for the June issue 

        of the church newsletter is  
        Saturday, May 15th.  Please  

        submit all articles to the church 
       office (preferably by email) by  
       then.   The office email address is 

          office@christchurcheastmoline.org.  
         Thank you! 

P A G E  9  

 

Hello  

Graduates! 
 
It’s that time of year where we 
would like to recognize those who 
are graduating from high school or 
higher.  It is especially important 
this year, with some graduations 
and parties being cancelled or  

postponed, that we honor the great accomplishments of these 
scholars.   If you have a graduate at your house, please email 
their info to our East Moline office.  Please include the school 
they are graduating from and, for the college folks, the degree 
they have received. Graduates will be honored in the June 
Newsletter.  Send info to: office@christchurcheastmoline.org.  
Thank you!  

 

Ministry Leadership Team 
Ministers of the Church — Congregation 
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse 
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry 
Melissa Chapman—Finance Administration Manager 
Linda Akers—Administrative Assistant 
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant 
Marty Ellison—Campus Minister, Carbon Cliff Campus &  
     Youth Coordinator 
Rev. Joye Perry—Associate Pastor   
Rev. Dr. Roger Perry—Lead Pastor 

East Moline Campus: 
3801 7th Street  Phone: 309-755-2508 
East Moline, IL 61244 Fax: 309-755-8081 
email: office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
 

Silvis Campus: 
1301 2nd Avenue  Phone: 309-792-0977 
Silvis, IL 61282 
email: office@christchurchsilvis.org 
Website: www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

Christ United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CUMC Is filled with caring and  
giving parishioners who support 

each other.  I want to thank  
everyone for all of the prayers, 
well-wishes and virtual hugs. 

I was showered with handcrafted 
cards, great food, flowers, and  

other gifts to use during my  
recovery from a Hip Replacement. 
You have all blessed me so much 

with your Love.      
 

Diana Lovett 
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Merry Sunshine News 
   March was filled with science experiments and learning all about GREEN.  We had a wonderful April  
  learning about Jesus and his sacrifice to us!  We were so pleased to see that Easter parties went well.  Both 
classes have been working hard on their letters, especially learning about capital and lower case.  We have  
started to take home books from our classroom library.  This allows opportunity to recognize some sight words 
and work on telling a story through  “picture reading.”  We also enjoyed planting seeds!  Thank you CUMC, for 
your continued support of Merry Sunshine Pre-K ! 
  
Merry Sunshine Staff 
Ms. Sarah, Ms. Peggy, Ms. Kellie, and Ms. Romanie 

 

The War Room is now open on Sunday mornings for P*U*S*H and/or P*U*L*L! 
 

(Pray Until Somethings Happens and Pray Until the Load Lifts!) 
 
Before the pandemic began, we tried to have the prayer room busy with prayer warriors praying on Sunday  
mornings, but then we had to “shut down.”  It’s time to begin again!!  Come sign up in the prayer chapel or call  
Pastor Joye (309-373-5199) and sign up for a date and time to pray on a Sunday morning.   With social  
distancing….we will only schedule one person/family in the prayer room at a time.  Volunteers can sign up for an 
hour slot  (8:00, 9:30 or 10:35) on a Sunday morning.  You can stay the whole hour, or choose to stay for a shorter 
amount of time, but most folks who have spent time in the prayer room testify that the time goes by fast!!!  Let’s try 
to have every Sunday morning filled with prayer warriors spending time praying for prayer requests and taking time 
to listen to God through scripture and/or quiet meditation.   Try it….you’ll like it!   If questions, Pastor Joye will be 
glad to offer some guidance and direction for any concerns you might have and help you schedule a time for your 
PUSH and PULL prayer time!!! 
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News to know 

 

Million Dollar 

Miracle 
 
 
 

Pastors Roger and Joye will be retiring soon and moving to North Carolina so we want to honor them 
with a celebration on May 28th (details on the previous page). Several have asked about love gifts for 
Roger and Joye and what that could be. There is one thing that our pastors really desire and we hope to 
honor them with this extra-special, over-the-top gift. Our Christ-centered pastors have been praying for 
a million-dollar miracle in order to pay off the Family Life Center.  Our April month end mortgage    
balance is $1,137,153, which is a big goal, but it IS achievable! The Endowment Committee has placed 
this goal within reach with the recent announcement of a $500,000 matching funds grant!   
 
Beginning in April the Endowment Fund will match dollar for dollar any gifts from our congregation or 
friends of our church toward the Family Life Center mortgage up to a maximum of $500,000.  The 
match will be paid every month, until this goal is reached.  Every dollar given and matched can greatly 
reduce the interest charges we pay to the bank.  Paying off the building will also remove the financial 
obligation and allow ministries to grow and flourish as pandemic restrictions are lifted. 
 
We can accomplish a “million-dollar miracle” gift in 3 easy steps: 

1. Pray earnestly for God to miraculously provide the funds needed. 
2. Share the news of the celebration and special gift with everyone who has been touched by our 

church or by our pastors. 
3. Give sacrificially to the glory of God. 
  

Please designate your gifts on the offering envelope for the building fund (or million dollar miracle).  
Online giving is also available through the church website. Look for future updates on progress toward 
the Endowment Challenge in the mid-week news and on the church Facebook page. If you want to    
include a “love note” with your contribution, they will be gathered and presented to Pastors Roger and 
Joye.  
 
We have probably all heard the old slogan “we did it before and we can do it again.” We WILL do it 
again, through the help and grace of ALMIGHTY GOD! 

$$  Million Dollar Miracle UPDATE!  $$ 
 

Below is the most recent update prior to the printing of this newsletter: 
 

On Easter Sunday the Endowment team announced a matching grant through which all contributions to the 
building fund will be matched dollar for dollar up to a maximum grant of $500,000.  Since the challenge was  
announced we have already received $116,305.41 in contributions which will be matched by the Endowment 
Fund for an April total of $232,610.82 that can be paid toward the mortgage balance.  If you participate in this 
challenge, your donation will be immediately doubled!  Contributions can be made through the regular offering, 
sent to the church office, or given online.   
 

If you have questions about the matching grant, please contact  
 

Carol Power capower@yahoo.com or  
Melissa Chapman mchapman@christchurcheastmoline.org or  
Dave Ramp kdramp@mchsi.com or  
Larry Ellison lacoel3927@gmail.com.   
 

The first Endowment grant in 2018 was earned in full in only a few months – we did it before and we can do it 
again! We WILL do it again, through the help and grace of ALMIGHTY GOD!!            
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God’s Opening a Wide Door! 
 
It started with an email invitation from Sheri Peacock to come to her office on a 
Monday afternoon.  After I arrived and sat down in her office in the East Moline 
School District Administration Building, she said to me, “Joye, I know you want 
to share Christ with the children and families in the Quad City area.”   Then she 
went on to explain that she was on a planning team trying to create a summer 
school program for children during the month of June.   The children will be 
picked up in the morning, provided a breakfast meal, then have their structured 
learning time at school, followed by a lunch.  After lunch, the school will have 
completed their part of the scheduled day….but where do all these students go 
for the afternoon until parents can pick them up?????   The school district is 
reaching out to community organizations, including churches, to help provide 
quality summer programming in the afternoons.  The parents will be offered options and they can choose which 
option they want their child to participate in for the month of June (This will be a 4 week program offered Monday-
Thursday).   Sheri told me that the school bus would bring the children to our church for the afternoon session for 
those families that choose to enroll their child(ren) in our program.   She then went on to explain that we could  
create a vacation Bible School setting for each day if we wanted to.   This Christian based program would be an  
option that parents could choose for their child and the bus would deliver them right to our church door!  WOW!!!   
What a wide open door to partner with the public school! 
 
So I went home and thought about it….prayed about it….thought about the fact that I wouldn’t be here for most of 
the month of June….wondered about it….prayed some more….and finally took the idea to the weekly staff meeting.   
The staff also felt that our church should move forward with problem solving and creatively thinking about this  
possibility.   So I prayed about it some more, and then sent out an email to several in the church who I thought 
might be interested in being part of a dream team.   One of those who quickly responded back to my proposal was 
Jenny John.   She was excited about the possibility of having this kind of ministry at our church, and she has  
experience in leading and directing summer camps.    NOW I GOT REALLY EXCITED!!!    
 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee and I are working with Jenny  to move forward with plans. There will be a 
daily Bible lesson offered to the children who participate, and then we want to offer many different opportunities to 
build relationships and have a ton of fun with the participants (kids and volunteers) throughout the rest of the  
afternoon. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!  This will take many dedicated volunteers.  We will try to have special interest groups for 
the kids to experience hands on opportunities.   Could you share a few afternoons during the month of June  
showing some kiddos how to do a special project in wood working, painting, baking, table games, knitting,  
crocheting, cake decorating, flower arranging, book club, archery, skills and drills for a sport like basketball,  
football, baseball, pickle ball, 9 square in the air, martial arts, yoga, cheerleading, or share your love and passion 
about some special interest I haven’t even thought to include in this list?   Could you offer to sit and play some table 
games with kids one afternoon a week?   How about being a book buddy and sit down and read a favorite book with 
a small group of kiddos???  Could you donate snacks for some mid afternoon hungry children?  Jenny will be  
creating a list of snack foods that we will need for the month of June.  Please plan to offer some donations. 
 
Can you be a small group leader for one week (Monday-Thursday) during the month of June? 
 
This is so AWESOME!!!!   The pandemic made us shut down the doors to opportunities of outreach, and now, 
because of the pandemic, the school district is trying to help the students in the district to regain skills and get 
ready for the new school year in the fall of 2021….Something good is coming out of the pandemic!    We now have 
an opportunity to create significant new relationships with new families in our neighborhood through this summer 
school program and our summer camp!    
 
Pray for this program.   Pray and ask God to show you how YOU will be involved!    
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Pastor Joye 
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"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness  

and streams in the wasteland."   ~    (Isaiah 43:18-19) 
 
As we transition as a congregation from our current Pastors retiring to our new Pastors arriving, let us work  
together to make this change mind, spirit, and heart-healthy for all of us.  
 
Many people have been praying over this transition, and we all need to continue to pray daily for not only the 
Wanck’s and the Perry’s but for each other. Words of support and encouragement will go a long way to let God 
work through all of us. As the Perry's "ride off into the sunset," know that our new pastors will be making their 
own adjustments to "new territory." Having met the Wanck’s at one of our staff meetings, I can assure everyone 
we will be just fine at Christ Church. What a great feeling to hear God telling us that He is doing a new thing!  
 
We need to grieve well. 
It is not easy to lose someone we like and love. It is okay to feel sad, hurt, and maybe even angry, as we grieve the 
loss of our brother and sister in Christ as they leave us. It is okay to cry as a way to say thank you to God, Roger 
and Joye. I read once that grieving is simply the act of forgiving. Forgiving, as we realize that the past will not  
remain the same, things will change. It helps that this is not a sudden loss but a loss full of hope for what God has 
planned next in Joye, Roger, and the Wanck's lives and for us as a congregation. It helps to remember stories and 
share them with any grief process as grief turns to the knowledge of faithfulness to our God through the Perry's 
guidance.  
 
We need to remember and celebrate well. 
Our congregation is a blend of newbies and old-timers, and Pastors Joye and Roger have touched each of our 
hearts differently. We have celebrated with them the accomplishments their boys have achieved. We cried with 
them when their parents went home to be with Jesus. We laughed with them as Roger changed hairstyles, and 
Fanie walked down the aisle yelling, "Roger! Roger! Roger!". We can confidently remember and celebrate the 
ways our church family worked together over the last ten plus years: serving meals, holding Bible studies,  
providing support to our community, as well as praying and working diligently to make the 20 plus-year dreams 
of the FLC a reality. And who can forget Pastors Joye and Roger's last year in ministry at Christ Church? Two 
thousand twenty has been like no other year as we were apart yet connected.  To reach out to all, maintaining 
safety and still working together to make "Jesus famous in the QC!" 
 
We need to accept well. 
As volunteers and retired pastors find their way to the pulpit starting in June, listen and support them with your 
presence, flexibility, and patience. We need to all remember they will not be like the Perry's, nor should they be. 
But they can be essential to encourage us when we feel we are in the wilderness of ending one relationship and the 
beginning of another. Think of the transition as our next adventure for growth that God has planned for us! As 
Jeremiah 29:11 states, "For I know the plans I have for you', declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.'" 
 
God is in control and will still be with us as He helps us make our way through the wilderness of change.  As  
stated in Hebrews 13:5, "I will never leave you or forsake you." We need to stay focused on Jesus as we continue 
our spiritual growth and maintain our church's mental health during this transition, so we can say good-bye to 
Pastors Joye and Roger with appreciation and say hello to Pastors Sarah and Gabe and their growing family with 
anticipation! 
 
With thankfulness on the journey, 

Steph 

From our Parish Nurse 

 

The next UnityPoint Foot Clinic at the East Moline 
Campus will be on June 14.  The cost is $30.00.  Please 

bring two clean bath towels with you. Let me know 
please if you would like an appointment.   

Steph 
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 United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women--East MolineEast Moline  
We were so blessed to have 
had fellowship in March 
and, as this is written, we 
are looking forward to an 
April Leadership and Unit 
meeting where we will be 
saying good-bye to Pastors 

Roger and Joye Perry as they start a new adventure 
and welcoming our new pastors Sarah and Gabe 
Wanck. 
 

Let us catch up on what  
happened in March. Spoon 
River District offered a  
Spiritual Retreat on “Finding 
Peace In An Anxious World” 
Janet Lindstrom and Bobbi 
McCoy attended via Zoom. 
Janet Lindstrom gave a report 
on the Spiritual Retreat and 
the program Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial “She Leads: 

Empowering Women to Make a Difference.” We also 
celebrated UMW Legacy Fund with our mission box 
of $77.00. 
 
We want to inform our 
UMW and church family 
that there are 8 new 
books to read in the 
Gathering Room if you 
would like to check the 
new books out, please 
do!  There is a sign-up 
sheet to check out the 
books, you can also take 
a form to keep track of the books you read in 2021. If 
you would like more information about the form,  
contact Pat Reuter. 

 
March turned 
out to be fun 
month for the 
Baumann and 
Sutton Rotary 
team.  They got 
into the spirit of 
St. Patrick’s 
Day for Rotary 

and Stonecroft Morning Connection as they all 
dressed in GREEN. 
 
As you know, EM United Methodist Women are also 
involved with Moline, East Moline and the  
surrounding communities unit (MEMSCU) of Church 
Women United. Our church is hosting CWU May  
Friendship Day “Making Room at the Table” on May 
7th.  The cost is $5 and registration starts at 9:00am 
with 9:30am Brunch followed by the meeting.   
Reservations are needed by May 3rd.  Please call Pat 
Reuter, 309-721-4510. Least Coin offering is due from 
Circles and individuals at this time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 5 Circles – Glory at 10:00 am and Patience at 12:30  
    pm in Fellowship Hall 
May 6 National Day of Prayer 
May 6 Rotary 
May 7 CWU – May Friendship Day at EM CUMC starting  
    at 9:00 am – Least Coin Due 
May 9 Mother’s Day 
May 13 Rotary 
May 18 Prepare and Set-up for Morning Connection 
May 19 Stonecroft Morning Connection 9:15 am 
May 20 Rotary 
May 25 Leadership meeting at 11:00 am 
May 25 Unit meeting at 1:00 pm – Program: Mark Drake  
   – Youth Hope, presenting “Racial Justice” 
May 27 Rotary 
May 28 Retirement Reception for Pastor Roger and  
   Pastor Joye Perry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fourth time is a charm (but prayers 
would be welcome!).  The all church 
"garage" sale (in the gym) is scheduled  for 
August 19 through August 21.  I appreciate 
that so many of you have been storing the 
donations that you have collected.  I will be 
accepting those at church two weeks before 
the sale.  If you can no longer keep these 
items, please let me know and I will try to 
make some arrangements to keep them  
until August.  There is limited storage space 
at church but I do not want to miss out on 
any donations.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please don't hesitate to contact 
me at 309 737-5433.  Pray...Pray...Pray for a 
successful sale. 
 

Diana Sutton 
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Youth ConnectionsYouth Connections  

 Our Children & Youth 

Great for Kids’ Drive In Service will continue through Saturday, May 22nd! 
 
Each Saturday night at 5:00pm, kids and their parents are invited to come to our north parking lot for a fun time of 
worship.   Kid friendly songs, lots of horn honking, texting phone contests, games that can be done while you stay in 
your car, and a puppet show Bible lesson are being featured at these outdoor services.   
 
Hopefully, by the end of May, we can all feel safer to come together for our worship/Bible study time for kids in the 
Family Life Center during the 10:35am worship hour each Sunday morning.   Sitting in your cars at 5:00pm in the 
afternoon will be too hot to enjoy a parking lot service this summer, so we will discontinue those Saturday  kids’ 
worship hours beginning May 29th. 

 
 

If you still aren’t feeling safe to return to 
in person Sunday School, Zoom Sunday 
School is available. Simply contact our 
‘Zoom Leader’ Jenny John and she’ll 
get you hooked up!  Jenny will coordi-
nate and time and date that works for 
you.  She can be reached by email at  
sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com.  

Sunday School  

is Back! 

In person Sunday school is back 
and in full swing! Sunday school is 
taking place in the Family Life  
Center each Sunday at 10:35am. All 
ages are welcomed and encouraged.  
Lessons range in whole group and 
small group to accommodate all 
learning styles.  Hands-on activities 
and craft projects complete our  
Sunday School morning! If you have 
any questions please call and ask for 
Jenny John contact information.  

 
Join us for Youth Connections! 

Wednesdays 6:00pm-7:30pm 
Carbon Cliff Campus 

 
This is a time for all our Junior and Senior High Youth to 
get together and just talk about life, how we can help each 
other, and how God can see us through challenging times.  
Food will be provided. 
 
Youth Connections has replaced the name Youth Group.  

We will also meet on Sunday nights for Gym time with a devotion in the Family Life Center. Contact Marty Ellison 
with questions or for more information. 

 

Harvest Ministries will be with us again for VACATION BIBLE School.   
It’s coming up June 28-July 1, each evening from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.   
Come and enjoy the awesome worship time with kid friendly, (packed 
with action) songs to sing, lots of great interactive Bible lessons, fun 
group games, food and fun with your friends.   Plan now to invite friends.   
We’ll plan all events to be in the new Family Life Center with social  
distancing and lots of hand sanitizer to make sure everyone can have a 
fun and safe time together.    


