
 One place I have never been, but would like to go is the Louvre 
Museum in Paris, France.  I am not alone.  People all over the world 
go to Paris to see this amazing museum of art.  In 2019 alone, 9.6 
million people visited the Louvre making it the most visited  
museum in the world.  It is also the world’s largest art  museum 
with a display  area of over 782,910 square feet and around 38,000 
exhibited objects from prehistory to the 21st century.  It is best 
known for being the home of the Mona Lisa.  The museum opened 
in 1793, but the history and oldest sections of the building date back to 
the 12th and 13th century—first as the Louvre castle, then as the Louvre 
place. 
  

 In 2019, 30,000 to 40,000 visitors a day were pouring into the Louvre.  Then the 
COVID-19 Pandemic hit and in October of 2020, the museum was shut down to the  
public.   
  

 But while the doors have been shut, something wonderful has been taking place.   
Laurent le Guedart, the Louvre's Architectural Heritage and Gardens Director, explains: 
"We're taking advantage of the museum's closure to carry out a number of major works, 
speed up maintenance operations, and start repair works that are difficult to schedule 
when the museum is operating normally.”  There are new security systems being added, 
sculptures are being cleaned, inventories are being reviewed, artifacts are being studied, 
restorations are underway—all of this is happening with the understanding that the  
museum will once again be opened to millions of people from all over the world!  They will 
enter to see the renovation of now well-lit rooms, polished floors and remodeled  display 
cases.   It is exciting to hear that the employees of the Louvre have taken this time to  
improve the world’s Art treasure.   
  

 For the Christ follower, the season of Lent leading up to Easter, can be such a time as 
well—especially as we move through the pandemic.  It should be a time of self-reflection, of 
close self-examination—making changes and renovations where needed.  It is a time in 
which we should check on how well we are following Jesus’ path that He wants us to take.  
It is a time to, once again, restore our relationship with Christ.   
 

Psalm 139:23-24 states— 
Search me, God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts.   
See if there is any offensive way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting. 
  

 During this month of March 2021, take the time to allow God to renovate you and your 
relationship with Him. Verses 23 and 24 of Psalm 139 could be your prayer of restoration, 
by praying those verses and making it your desire that God will completely restore you as 
He searches you and knows your heart.  Allow Him to test you and to know where you are 
anxious in mind and spirit.  Allow God to point out to you any ways about you that are  
offensive.  And by doing so, you will be ready for the Easter event on April 4th and you will 
know that you are being led by Him in the way everlasting. 
 
  In Christ’s Greater Love, 
   Roger Perry 
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Introducing Our New Pastors 
 
 
 
I feel like we are constantly singing, “Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow!” this 
year!  With the bitter cold and snow come the possibility of being caught in an  
emergency.  There are three things we all should do to be prepared.  Get an  
emergency supply kit, make a family emergency plan and be informed about the  
different types of emergencies that could occur and the responses. We all should have 
a basic emergency/survival kit on hand at home and in our car. 
 
Here are some items you may want to include in your kit: 
 

 Water-one gallon per person, per day, for at least three days for drinking and sanitation 

 Food-at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food 

 Battery powered radio with extra batteries.  A weather radio is great to have on hand also.  

 Phone charger 

 Flashlight with extra batteries 

 First Aid kit 

 Whistle to signal for help 

 Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air 

 Moist towelettes, garbage bags, twist ties 

 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

 Can opener for food 

 Local maps 

 Prescription medications and glasses 

 Infant formula and diapers, if you have very young children 

 Pet food and extra water for your pets 

 Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification                                                     
and bank account records—all in a waterproof portable container 

 Cash 

 Sleeping bag or warm blankets 

 Change of clothing 

 Chlorine bleach 

 Fire extinguisher 

 Matches in waterproof container 

 Personal hygiene items 

 Mess kit 

 Paper and pencil 

 Books, games, and other activities 
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Ministry Leadership Team 
Ministers of the Church — Congregation 
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse 
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry 
Melissa Chapman—Finance Administration Manager 
Linda Akers—Administrative Assistant 
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant 
Marty Ellison—Campus Minister, Carbon Cliff Campus &  
     Youth Coordinator 
Rev. Joye Perry—Associate Pastor   
Rev. Dr. Roger Perry—Lead Pastor 

East Moline Campus: 
3801 7th Street  Phone: 309-755-2508 
East Moline, IL 61244 Fax: 309-755-8081 
email: office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
 

Silvis Campus: 
1301 2nd Avenue  Phone: 309-792-0977 
Silvis, IL 61282 
email: office@christchurchsilvis.org 
Website: www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

News to Know 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
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 From our Parish Nurse 
 

Happy March!  We have made it through January and February of “this is our new 
normal” time of 2021!  COVID-19 vaccines are steadily rolling out, with more on the 
way.  Signing up has been a challenge but it will happen eventually for those that 
want a vaccine.  Are you still wondering if the vaccine is right for you?  Here are some 
guidelines from the CDC.  You know your body best and your doctor should be the 
first one to go to with questions about the vaccine.   

Why should I get the vaccine? 

 It is a safer way to help build protection.   

 COVID can have serious, life-threatening complications, and there is no way to know how COVID will affect 
you.  If you get sick, you could spread the disease to friends, family and others around you, before you even 
know you are contagious. Before any vaccine is authorized or approved for use, clinical trials must first show 
they are safe and effective.  This includes the COVID-19 vaccines.  

 Getting COVID-19 may offer some natural protection or immunity.  The vaccine will help protect you by      
creating an antibody response without having to experience sickness.  Yes, the experts are trying to learn more 
about the natural immunity and the immunity produced by the vaccine and the CDC will keep us all informed 
as new evidence becomes available.  

 
Wearing masks and social distancing help reduce one’s chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it to  
others.  Vaccines work with your immune system so it will be ready to fight the virus, if you are exposed.   
 
Considerations before getting the vaccine- 
If you have a history of allergic reactions, it is recommended that you do not get the vaccine, unless ordered by 
your doctor, and you receive it in a monitored environment.  The CDC recommends everyone over 16 be  
vaccinated, especially if they have underlying health conditions such as diabetes, heart and/or lung disease and 
autoimmune conditions.  Again, talk to your family doctor with your questions.  
 
Do I need to get the vaccine if I already had COVID-19? 
Because of the severe health risks associated with COVID-19 and that reinfection is possible, you should be  
vaccinated even if you have already had the COVID-19 infection.  If you had the virus and treated with monoclonal 
antibodies or plasma, you need to wait 90 days before getting the vaccine. Please talk to your doctor if you are  
unsure what treatments you received.  
 
What to expect when you get the vaccine- 
The vaccine is given in your upper shoulder area.  The current vaccines require two doses given 21-28 days apart, 
depending on the manufacture.   Yes, the injection site may be sore for a few days, just as any vaccine may cause.  
Some, but not all, have had fatigue, muscle/joint pain, headache, fever, chills, nausea/vomiting after receiving the 
vaccine.  Allergic reactions usually appear 0-60 minutes after being vaccinated.  You will receive a vaccination 
card.  Save this card.  You will need it to get your second dose as well as you many need to prove that you have  
received both doses of the vaccine.  You can still spread or get COVID-19 (less severely) even if you have had both 
doses of the vaccine, so at this time it is still very important that you continue to wear your mask, keep your  
distance, and wash your hands.  
  
Vaccination protects you and may protect people around you, particularly people at increased risk for severe  
illness from COVID-19.   
 
Love yourself.  Love others.  Get Your Vaccine, 

Steph 

Next Foot Clinic will be  

Monday April 12, 9-11am.   

Please call Steph or the 

church office to sign up! 

Please know that I am in my office on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings from 8:30 am to 10:45 am (I leave before Merry 
Sunshine is dismissed at 11am.)  Please call me if you would 
like to meet with me at any other time or give me a call on 
my cell if you would like to talk!  And like a 
broken record:  keep praying for an end to 
this Pandemic , wear your facemask, social 
distance and stay home if you can, especial-
ly if you are ill!  Thank you! 
 

Be a blessing this month to someone! 

Steph 
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Sarah & Gabe Wanck 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 
I am very excited to announce that a new pastor couple has been appointed by our  
conference bishop to Christ UMC East Moline/Silvis/Carbon Cliff effective July 1st this year. As 
previously announced, pastors Roger and Joye Perry are retiring in June. 
 
Our new senior pastor will be Sarah Wanck. Her husband, Gabe Wanck, will be our  
full-time associate pastor.  Both have been in ministry since graduating from seminary together 
in 2003.  Sarah is currently serving as the associate pastor at Crossroads UMC in Washington 
IL and Gabe is serving as associate pastor at Morton UMC. A complete bio is included in a won-
derful introductory letter from Gabe and Sarah above. 
 
Friends, we are being blessed. The appointment of this couple to our church is  
wonderful news and an answer to prayers. An exciting new journey in the life of our church will 
commence in July.  This journey will build on where we are today as we  
continue to grow into what God has planned for us. Get ready to welcome Gabe, Sarah, and 
their family. 
 
Praising Him, 
 
Kathy Ramp 
Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 
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New Bible Study:  I’ll Have It God’s Way 
Mondays, April 19 – May 24, 6:00pm—7:30pm 

 
Why I'll Have It God's Way?  COVID has reminded us of our fragility and that 
there are no certainties in our future.  What are families to do when they are cut 
off from communication with the seriously ill? Our fears about death, lack of planning, 
and a complex healthcare system push us into a default end-of-life approach, instead of 
one that embraces our values and desires. While 70–80% say they want to die  
peacefully and pain-free at home, surrounded by friends and family, fewer than 30% 
actually do. 
  
The forms we're instructed to use to specify our end-of-life wishes do not always work 
today. This study guides you gently through the steps from a vague idea of how to make 
your wishes known to a workable plan. It equips you with the biblical truth, healthcare 
facts, and practical steps you need to implement now. 

  
Dr. Charles Egley wrote to his church members," Some of you might say you do not need this because your  
attorney created a healthcare directive for you when you had your wills done. I assure you the sub-title of this class 
could be, Four Things Attorneys Never Tell You About Healthcare Directives. As a physician who has watched the 
seriously ill and frail suffer due to too much medicine, I pray you'll take the time to walk through this study. Do 
yourself, your family, friends, physicians, and pastors a favor." 

 Create the ultimate gift for family, friends, pastors, and physicians. 

 Remove uncertainty for yourself and your family. 

 Invite open on-going communication on a difficult topic. 

 Choose a healthcare proxy based on logic, not emotion. 

 Communicate to the people you love what matters most to you. 

 Learn how to engage with the medical profession productively. 

 Provide direction for your obituary, funeral service, and eulogy. 

 Become your doctor’s favorite patient. 
 

I am very excited to lead this study.  I just finished the class via Zoom and the material is a revelation on living life 
to the fullest and dying worshiping God, ill or not, up until Jesus calls us home!  This is a 6-week class and will be in 
person at the East Moline Campus.  Facemasks are required as we social distance in the classroom.   To read  
reviews visit:  https://www.illhaveitgodsway.com/what-people-are-saying   Scroll to the bottom for a link to  
reviews posted on Amazon. 
 

Who: Adult children of aging parents, family caregivers, Anyone age 65+.   
I will be limiting the class to 12 people.   

Cost: Materials $20/person  
Led by: our Parish Nurse, Steph Rabe 

 
Register by contacting: parishnurse@christchurcheastmoline.org or call Steph at (309) 721-5218 to 
register or ask questions.   

LENT is HERE! TIME TO DISPLAY YOUR LENTEN CROSS 
A couple of years ago, a generous member of our church family made Lenten Crosses for our 
members and friends to display in yards during the Lenten/Easter season.  If you still have yours, 
it is time to display it!     
 

Here are suggestions for the colors to display on the cross: 
 A purple cloth is displayed on the cross every day until Good Friday.  On Good Friday, April  
2nd, please take the purple cloth off, and display a black cloth on the cross. The black cloth is  
displayed on Friday and Saturday of Holy Week.  On Easter morning, April 4th, the black cloth is 
removed and a white cloth, to symbolize resurrection, is now displayed.    
 

Thank you so much for your participation in this visual witness to the community of Christ’s love 
and resurrection hope!!! 

Upcoming Events and Happenings 
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Photos From Our Valentine’s Party 

https://www.illhaveitgodsway.com/what-people-are-saying
mailto:parishnurse@christchurcheastmoline.org
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 United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women--East MolineEast Moline  
Here we are a few weeks in 
to the Lent Season. By now 
we have had a couple of  
Circle meetings and at least 
one Unit meeting. We are 
working at getting back to 
some sort of normal.  We 

have opened up the church and have had at least one 
Circle meeting on a very cold day.  We tried to have a 
January Unit meeting but canceled because of the 
weather turning snowy and bitterly cold.  We were 
successful in having a leadership meeting and Unit 
meeting in February. We’ve also served Rotary and 
Morning Connection in February.  We look to March 
with prayers that we will be able to have fellowship 
and informative programs for UMW. At the February 
Unit meeting we worked with Theresa Sack and her 
director at Mary of Humility.  In March, we look  
forward to World Day of Prayer that will be held at 
our church on Friday, March 5th .  Registration is at 
9am, brunch at 9:30am, followed by the meeting. The 
theme is “Build on a Strong Foundation” It is written 
by women from Vanuatu.  The theme is inspired by 
Matthew 7:24-27 and the women from around the 
world will be using the same program.  WDP is an 
ecumenical movement of Christian Women. All are 
welcome to attend. Then later this month at our 
March Unit meeting we will listen to the UMW  
program “She Leads, Empowering Women to Make a 
Difference” a Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mar 3 Circles – Glory at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall,  
Patience at 12:30 pm in Gathering Room (please  
remember to wear masks and social distance. 
Mar 4 Rotary  
Mar 5 CWU World Day of Prayer, 9:30 am at Christ UMC 
Mar 11 Rotary 
Mar 13 SpRD Personal Growth and Spiritual Retreat 
Mar 14 Daylight Savings Time 
Mar 16 Prepare and set up for Morning Connection 
Mar 17 Morning Connection at 9:15 am in Fellowship Hall 
Mar 18 Rotary 
Mar 23 Leadership meeting at 10:30 am 
Mar 23 Unit meeting at 1:00 pm – Program: Call to  
Prayer and Self-Denial – Janet Lindstrom  
Mar 25 Rotary 
 

This beautiful needlework was 
given to Patience Circle from 
one of their Concerned Friends, 
Hazel Lundeen, this past fall.  It 
will be placed in the Gathering 
Room for all to enjoy.  Hazel 
passed away in December.  
"Jesus loves me, this I know"   

Merry Sunshine News 

    We had a great month!  All of us have been learning so much about how God 
   made us to LOVE, because God is love!  We have seen so many students grow as 
 they learn to share, care for each other and learn together.  We have been working hard 
on fine motor skills with tracing letters, tracing our name and cutting out shapes.  We plan 
to focus on God’s creation this month; the animals, planets, sun, moon and stars.  Thank 
you CUMC for the tremendous amount of love you outpoured to me, Ms. Sarah, this past 
month.  A tree was planted in honor of her mother from both the preschool and the 
church.  
 

Also, thank you Mr. Mark for the mini window snowman and the valentine candy boat!  
  

Love and blessings, 
Merry Sunshine Staff 
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Join us for Youth Connections! 

Wednesdays 6:00pm-7:30pm 
Carbon Cliff Campus 

 
This is a time for all our Junior and Senior High Youth to 
get together and just talk about life, how we can help 
each other, and how God can see us through  
challenging times.  Food will be provided. 
 
Youth Connections has replaced the name Youth Group.  

We will also meet on Sunday nights for Gym time with a devotion in the Family Life Center. Contact Marty Ellison 
with questions or for more information. 

 

 

 Zoom Sunday School is happening!  Want to join us?  
Simply contact our ‘Zoom Leader’ Jenny John.  She’ll get 
you hooked up!  Jenny can be reached by email at  
sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com or phone 
847-370-7123 .  You can even invite new friends to be 
with you in your Zoom class if you want, even if they have 
never been able to come to church with you before!    

 
We miss you all so 
much!   We know it’s difficult right now to meet in person, 
BUT we can still get together and see each other on our  
computers or chrome books!   So….how about joining us for a 
virtual Sunday school class???   

Our Children & Youth 

 
The deadline for the April issue of the 
church newsletter is Monday, March 
15th.  Please submit all articles to the 
church office (preferably by email) by 

then.   The office email address is  
office@christchurcheastmoline.org. 

Thank you! 

I would like to thank the 
people that helped me 
through my first year of 
losing my husband, Ron:  
Stephanie Rabe, Donna 
Hamrick, Janet Oltman 
and Michelle Pustelnik.  
I really appreciate all 
that you did and still do.  
God Bless all of you .   
 
Peggy Pustelnik 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the Lenten Missions 2021 letter had been 
distributed, it was brought to our attention that 

the number of people served in 2020 at the 
CUMC Food Pantry Silvis Campus was  

incorrect.  The actual number of people served 
in 2020 is 11,682 (a big difference from the 
5,954 we had listed!). We are truly sorry for 

these numbers being incorrect and hope that no 
one has been inconvenienced in any way. 


