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Dear and Wonderful People of Christ Church, 
 
 As I write this, I realize that this is my last official  
correspondence to you as your pastor.  The time has come 
for me to officially say goodbye to you and to full-time  
ministry.  It’s been quite a ride and I can’t help but reflect 
on how ministry began for me.  In the summer between my 
sophomore and junior years of college, I made an appointment 
with my pastor to talk with him about pastoral ministry.  A day  
later, the pastor called me and said that the district superintendent wanted me to 
preach at a two-point charge for the next two Sundays. I told him, “Pastor, I didn’t 
say that I wanted to become a pastor!  I just wanted some information about the 
possibility of becoming a pastor!”  Well, I agreed to those two Sundays and they 
turned into serving those two little churches every Sunday for the next two years!  It 
has been an honor to serve God through the local church for the past 45 years! The 
last eleven of those years have been spent right here at Christ Church.  Having the 
opportunity to team up with Spirit-filled people, whose hearts were centered on 
furthering God’s kingdom, has been one of the greatest joys of my life.   
 
Even though I do not succeed all the time, at my best, I seek to lead people to Jesus 
Christ, help disciples draw closer to Jesus Christ and glorify Jesus Christ in all that 
I do.   For all those who were willing to come alongside of me, to help and support 
me in that mission through the years of ministry, I will be forever grateful.  Much 
was accomplished, but there is so much yet to do.  Having my final years of  
ministry be in the midst of the pandemic has been a challenge, but has led to a huge 
learning curve in how to continue to be in ministry.  
   
I have a favor to ask of you.  Take care of your new pastors and support them in 
their ministry among you.  I cannot think of better pastors to serve at Christ Church 
then Sarah and Gabe Wanck.  Welcome them and surround them with your love.  
They will love you and will work hard with you. 
 
As for Joye and me, we leave you with some scripture to remember and act  
upon.  “You then…be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things 
you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable  
people who will also be qualified to teach others (2 Timothy 2:2). 
 
Yes, the church has many challenges ahead.  However, I am convinced that when 
we are true to God, He will see us through.  So, People of Christ Church, know that I 
will always love you and I expect great things from you!  PRESS ON!  (Philippians 
3:13-14). 
 

In Christ’s Greater Love, 
Rev. Dr. Roger Perry  

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

Press On 

East Moline 
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News to Know  
 

Pastors Transitioning & Pastors on Family Leave 
What Can We Expect? 

 
Christ Church is entering a new chapter with our pastors leaving and new ones arriving.  As much 
as we have loved and appreciated the Perry’s over the last 11 years, we have a new and exciting 
family coming to us in the form of Pastors Sarah and Gabe Wanck and their growing family 
 – Hudson (almost 10) and soon to arrive Baby Bristol.   
 
Many are wondering what to expect during the months of June through September so I want to  
address that. Keep in mind that we are a strong and mighty church and God has big plans for us! 
His timing is perfect even if it doesn’t align with our plans or preferences. 
 
June 
Joye’s last Sunday will be May 30th, then she will be gone a week with the confirmation class.  
Roger’s last Sunday will be June 6th. Roger and Joye have arranged for pastoral support and  
Sunday worship plans for the rest of June so they can get moved out of the parsonage and  
transition to life in North Carolina. 
 
July 1st 
Sarah and Gabe begin their appointment as our pastors. They have been in communication with 
me, our staff, and some of the church’s leadership already. The Christ Church family will have the 
chance to meet Gabe and Sarah in the first two weeks of July as they begin their  ministry with us, 
both in worship, and in two scheduled “meet & greet” times. 
 
Mid-July through Mid-September 
New baby, Bristol, is expected to arrive the middle of July. When she arrives, Sarah and Gabe will 
begin their 8-week parental leave. During that time, our church staff will continue to cover and  
support in their areas of ministry, and help however they can. Conference & District leadership are 
working closely with us to help ensure a smooth transition and that the needs of our church family 
are met. Plans during this time include having: 
• Rev. Dr. Keith Zimmerman act as an interim supervising pastor to consult with the staff, answer 

questions, and help in case of emergency; 
• Marty Ellison continue to lead each week at Carbon Cliff; 
• A local retired pastor assigned as an interim at the Silvis Campus to lead worship each week; 
• Guest pastors to preach and lead in worship each Sunday at the East Moline campus. 
 
When Gabe and Sarah are back from leave in September, they look forward to sharing in more  
opportunities to meet the Christ Church family with “meet & greets” and listening groups.  
 
I expect all of you to be praying for our staff and leadership during this transitional time as well as 
Roger and Joye, interim pastors, and the Wanck family. Special prayers are needed for Bristol: that 
she continues to fully develop, grow stronger, and wait to make her appearance until she is  
full-term. 
 

Kathy Ramp 
Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairperson 
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Ministry Leadership Team 
Ministers of the Church — Congregation 
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse 
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry 
Melissa Chapman—Finance Administration Manager 
Linda Akers—Administrative Assistant 
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant 
Marty Ellison—Campus Minister, Carbon Cliff Campus &  
     Youth Coordinator 
Rev. Joye Perry—Associate Pastor   
Rev. Dr. Roger Perry—Lead Pastor 

East Moline Campus: 
3801 7th Street  Phone: 309-755-2508 
East Moline, IL 61244 Fax: 309-755-8081 
email: office@christchurcheastmoline.org 
 

Silvis Campus: 
1301 2nd Avenue  Phone: 309-792-0977 
Silvis, IL 61282 
email: office@christchurchsilvis.org 
Website: www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

Christ United Methodist Church 

 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
 
The Kitchen Work Committee of the United Methodist 
Women of Christ United Methodist Church (EM) is 
back in operation after over a year of inactivity due to 
the 'stay at home' mitigation. This past week was an 
extremely busy time for us as on May 19th we served in 
AM the Morning Connection brunch and in the PM the 
Sympathy Lunch in Memory of one of our own, Edna 
Smith, who passed away on May 15, 2021, and on May 
20th we served the East Moline/Silvis Rotary. 
 
Needless to say the kitchen was very busy, and we wish 
to express our heartfelt thanks to all who assisted in 
prepping food, serving and cleaning up for our  
marathon 3 days in the kitchen. 
 
We wish to acknowledge the following for stepping up 
to volunteer at these events: 
Food: Janet Lindstrom, Vickie Stukart, Mariann Reese, 
Mary Pearsall, Joyce Danley, Regina Nelson, Deb 
Sherbeyn, Sue Nurse, Charlie Fox, and Tracy Baumann 
Smith (who drove to the QC/EM from Rockford to 
help). 
Dessert Contributors: Nancy Van Voltenburg, Alice 
Haben and Diana Sutton. Decorations: Pat Reuter,  
Linda Ashton (Pat's sister from Chicago), and Karen 
Fariss Moore. 
 
Of course, we cannot forget our kind and hardworking 
church custodians: Mark Claeys and Deb Sherbeyn. 
 
Without the assistance of these wonderful people, the 
UMW would not be able to provide for our community 
services and fund raisers. We look forward to having 
more of our church and UMW members step forward 
to assist in future endeavors in the kitchen. It is a great 
place to get to know each other and learn a few things 
along the way! 
 
MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 
 
Diana Sutton  
Margaret Baumann 
Co-Chairperson-Kitchen/UMW 
 
May 24, 2021 
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        The deadline for the July issue 

        of the church newsletter is  
        Tuesday, June 15th.  Please  

        submit all articles to the church 
       office (preferably by email) by  
       then.   The office email address is 

          office@christchurcheastmoline.org.  
         Thank you! 

Merry Sunshine News 
 

 
 May was a lively month at Merry Sunshine!   We 
learned about community helpers and had a visit from 
East Moline firefighters.  That was very exciting!  Mr. 
Mark also came to visit.  He taught us some things about 
fishing and even let students practice fishing in buckets.   
Lots of fun!   We also practiced songs and poems for our 
spring program.  Pastor Roger came in to help us  
practice a special song while he played his mandolin! 
 
Our hearts are filled with gratitude as we close the  
2020-21 school year.  We deeply appreciate the love and 
support that we received from our CUMC family.                                                                               
 
Merry Sunshine Staff 
 

 

Merry Sunshine is now enrolling 
students for fall 2021-2022.   

 
Call the church office  

at 309-755-2508. 
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Things to celebrate 

 

 
Kaitlyn Danley 

Southern Illinois University 
Bachelor of Science in Recreational Therapy 

 
Camryn Estes 

Davenport Central High School 
 

Emma Kindred 
Olivet Nazarene University 

Bachelor of Science in Pastoral Ministry 
Magna Cum Laude 

 
Emma Lang 

St. Ambrose University 
Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science 

Magna Cum Laude 
 
 

 
Amanda “Mandi” Linville 

Southern Minnesota State University 
Bachelor of Arts  

with Specializations in Studio Art & Graphic Design 
 

Finn Oppenheimer 
Assumption High School 

 
Peri Oppenheimer 
Indiana University 

Bachelor of Science in Business-Marketing/Advertising 
 

Maddie Tague 
Illinois State University 

Bachelor of Science in Physical Education 
 

Elizabeth Williams 
United Township High School 

 

Congratulations Confirmands 
 

This May, the following where received into  
membership at Christ United Methodist 

Church by way of Confirmation.   
 

Grace Amedegnato 
 

Evelyn Mattison 
 

Chloe Metcalf 
 

Lily Powell 
 
 

Praying for your future….Jeremiah 29:11 

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! 

 

Pictured are the recent 
graduates of the Bible 
study, I'll Have It 
God's Way,  From left 
to right: Mariann Reese, 
Karen Moore, Alice  
Haben, Steph Rabe, 
Marlana Karstens,   
Carol Smith, &  Diana 

Lovett.  Each one is in the process of choosing a proxy. 
This proxy will honor each one's wishes or requests of 
how they want to praise and worship God as they  
depart from this life should they not be able to  speak 
for themselves. All learned that communication with 
family and friends regarding their wishes is also  
necessary. 
 

Alice Haben wrote on her evaluation of the class, "This 
was an amazing subject and addressed in a way I could 
understand and take to heart with no tears or feeling 
uncomfortable."  Carol Smith states she would retake 
the class because "it was excellent!" and Karen Moore 
feels the class should be offered "again and again!" The 
next class will be this fall.  
 

Thank you to those that finished this six-week study on 
a complex subject; to talk about and acknowledge that 
we will all die!  May you each start living in God's  
Kingdom now! 
 

Steph and Diane Lovett 
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Family Life Center and the Million Dollar Miracle 

We have many things to be thankful for during the twenty-five year journey of the Family Life Center (FLC). God 
has led us each step of the way with His vision and has helped us through development, construction, and financing 
for the implementation.  We have had many successes along the way and I would like to highlight one in this article. 
The final cost of the FLC building construction (minus loan interest) was $14,153 lower than the original projected 
cost!  Here is a summary: 

 

There were many people who helped to make this happen, but I would like to point out two who made a huge  
impact for the glory of God. 

 Ted Borkgren served as the project manager working with the contractors for building construction. We were 
richly blessed with Ted’s construction experience. He did a masterful job negotiating with contractors through 
change orders and unforeseen problems that occurred along the way. We would likely have paid more to resolve 
those issues without his leadership. 

 Nancy VanVoltenburg as Chair of Trustees worked very hard to get the building open through resolution of 
many details. She led a team to select décor and worked with her husband to make bulletin boards and to seal 
and wax the flooring, which saved money.  She worked to resolve installation quality issues with contractors to 
obtain the final occupancy certificate.  She also willingly helped to resolve legal issues that arose with the city 
and contractors. 

They both invested a great deal of time in this project and additional money was saved by not having to pay for 
these professional services. We are truly grateful for their gift of leadership, passion and ownership.  
 
As members of Christ Church, we can all continue to reduce the overall cost (including interest) with a contribution 
to the FLC building as a part of the Million Dollar Miracle. Each dollar contributed is being matched by a grant 
from the Endowment Fund. Early contributions allow for payment on loan principle, which reduces interest cost. 
We have already saved nearly $65,000 in interest payments.   We WILL do it again, through the help and grace of 
ALMIGHTY GOD! 

Building Costs Projection Actual Difference

Base Bid 2,768,416$        2,768,416$        

Change Orders 135,848$           

Architectural fees & Expenses 166,108$           166,500$           

Reimbursable expenses 15,500$             15,428$             

Campaign expenses 9,976$              9,656$              

Contingency 150,000$           

Total 3,110,000$        3,095,847$        14,153$    

Est Interest at 4.90% for 5 years 290,000$           225,395$           

Projected Total 3,400,000$        3,321,242$        

$$  Million Dollar Miracle UPDATE!  $$ 
 

Below is the most recent update prior to the printing of this newsletter: 
 

Continued praises as God pours out His blessings on Christ Church!  Contributions toward the Endowment  
Challenge matching grant totaled $22,875 this week.  That brings May contributions up to $115,455.50 which will 
be matched dollar for dollar through the Endowment Fund!  We have now received $231,760.91 toward the  
maximum grant of $500,000 - since this is a five-Sunday month, there will be more to come!  Our pastors have  
requested contributions toward the challenge grant in lieu of ‘love gifts”.  If you want to include a “love note” with 
your contribution, they will be gathered and presented to Pastors Roger and Joye.   
 
If you have questions about the matching grant, please contact  
 

Carol Power capower@yahoo.com or  
Melissa Chapman mchapman@christchurcheastmoline.org or  
Dave Ramp kdramp@mchsi.com or  
Larry Ellison lacoel3927@gmail.com.   
 

The first Endowment grant in 2018 was earned in full in only a few months – we 
did it before and we can do it again! We WILL do it again, through the help and 
grace of ALMIGHTY GOD!!            
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From our Parish Nurse 

 

The next UnityPoint Foot Clinic at the East Moline 
Campus will be on June 14.  The cost is $30.00.  

Please bring two clean bath towels with you. Let me 
know please if you would like an appointment.   

Steph 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am honored to be your Parish Nurse at 
Christ Church. As I continue this ministry 
during our transition, I can now visit most 
hospitalized parishioners.  I am very       
excited to make hospital  visits so please let 
me know if you are there!  Area hospitals 
do not always notify us that you have been 
admitted.  
 
Please let us know if you are hospitalized 
(and which hospital) or have a family  
member call the office or me, and then I 
can give you further instructions on how I 
can get in to see you.  I have already been   
seeing parishioners in person as I continue 
to help with medical, physical, and spiritual 
needs. I will do my best to continue        
Pastoral Care for each of you.  
   
And how great it is to know that God is still 
and always will be in control and with us as 
we continue to pray for each other and for 
direction in continuing God’s work! 
 
With thankfulness on the journey, 

Steph 

Blood Pressures on 

June 13 and June 27      
I will start taking blood pressures in person 
every other Sunday starting Sunday June 13 
in my office after first service and before third 
service.  I will be wearing a mask for your 
safety even though I have been vaccinated.  If 
you would like your blood pressure taken at another time, please 
let me know so we can work out a time.  

Job Openings 
 

We have two  job openings for new staff positions at church. Please 
share with friends and family who may be qualified. 
 
We need a part-time Communications Coordinator located at our 
Silvis campus who has strong organizational skills and  
experience with communication strategies, website/social media  
design, and desktop publishing. 
 
We are also looking for a full-time Executive Director. This is a new 
position for us and will support our pastors and ministries by  
managing all the business aspects of our multi-site church. A strong 
candidate will have experience in most of these areas: maintaining 
procedures, coordinating technology and  equipment maintenance, 
managing building and grounds, managing financial processes, and 
supervising administrative staff. 
 
More information is available on our website: 
christchurcheastmoline.org/contact-us/jobs 

 
                Thank you, Kathy Ramp, Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 
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 United Methodist Women-East Moline 
To Pastor Dr. Roger and 
Pastor Joye Perry, the East 
Moline UMW would like to 
thank you for all that you 
have done for this church 
and its members. We want 
to wish you the very best on 

your retirement and your next journey to the top of 
the mountain. We will miss your leadership and the 
fun you brought to our lives.  

 
We want to bring  
everyone up to date on 
the happenings of EM 
UMW. On Sunday, 
April 25 at the 8:00 
am service we  
awarded our 2020 
Special Mission award 
to two people who 
have provide Christ 
United Methodist 
Church with their  

service to mission here and in the world. Pastor Roger 
and Pastor Joye Perry received pins and certificates 
given to them by Our 2021 UMW President Sue 
Nurse.  
 
At our unit meeting on April 
27, we had a wonderful  
turnout of ladies and they 
gave $186 to the mission box 
for Marty Ellison and the 
CUM Youth. Our guest  
speaker was Rev. Dr. Roger 
Perry. He gave us the chance 
to ask any kind of question about why he and Joye 
came to our church and then what he is looking  
forward to as he retires. He told a lot about the  
mountain top that he has choose to retire too.  Thank 
you again for letting us ask the questions and your 
answers.  It was a wonderful afternoon. 
 
On April 27, to honor Pastor Roger and Pastor Joye 
Perry’s wishes we voted and approved to give $1,000 
as a “Love Gift” for the Family Life Center. 

On April 30, a group of 9 ladies and Mr. Al Sharp  
attended the performance of The Church Basement 
Ladies in “I Smell a Barn” at Circa 21 in Rock Island 
and had a wonderful time. 
 
 

n May 7, CWU presented The May Friendship Day at 
Christ United Methodist Church with brunch and a  
program given by Tabernacle Baptist Church of Moline. 
CWU President Claranne Perkins gave a PowerPoint  
program and the Least Coin was collected for the  
churches. 
 
Our unit program on May 25 at 1:00pm was presented by 
Mark Drake of Youth Hope on Racial Justice.  All UMW 
and church members were invited to this program.  
 
In June at our unit meeting, we are planning to celebrate 
all that have turned 80 years old in the last two years.  This 
will be a double celebration because of the church being 
shut down last spring so we hope that all who have turned 
80 in the past couple of years attend. We will have a guest 
speaker from the Corn Crib. Hope to see all of you there.  
It should be and interesting program. 
 
Have you ever thought about attending Mission U?  This 
year it will be done by Zoom and it will be done in  
two-hour sessions. We would like to offer this at our 
church for either the weekend or weekday retreats. If you 
would like to know more about this, contact Janet 
Lindstrom, Sue Nurse, or Bobbi McCoy. They will have 
information on this event.  We need to register in June for 
Mission U in July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jun 2 Circles meet – Glory at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall,  
  Patience at 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall (bring  
  finger food to share) 
Jun 3 Rotary 
Jun 10 Rotary 
Jun 14 Flag Day 
Jun 15 Prepare and set up for Morning Connection 
Jun 16 Morning Connection at 9:15 am 
Jun 17 Rotary 
Jun 20 Father’s Day 
Jun 22 Leadership team meeting at 11:00 am 
Jun 22 Unit meeting program will be presented by the   
    Corn Crib 
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Youth Connections 

 Our Children & Youth 

 
 

If you still aren’t feeling safe to return to 
in person Sunday School, Zoom Sunday 
School is available. Simply contact our 
‘Zoom Leader’ Jenny John and she’ll 
get you hooked up!  Jenny will coordi-
nate and time and date that works for 
you.  She can be reached by email at  
sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com.  

Sunday School  

is happening! 

In person Sunday school is back 
and in full swing! Sunday school is 
taking place in the Family Life  
Center each Sunday at 10:35am. All 
ages are welcomed and encouraged.  
Lessons range in whole group and 
small group to accommodate all 
learning styles.  Hands-on activities 
and craft projects complete our  
Sunday School morning! If you have 
any questions please call and ask for 
Jenny John contact information.  

 
Join us for Youth Connections! 

Wednesdays 6:00pm-7:30pm 
Carbon Cliff Campus 

 
This is a time for all our Junior and Senior High Youth to 
get together and just talk about life, how we can help each 
other, and how God can see us through challenging times.  
Food will be provided. 
 
Youth Connections has replaced the name Youth Group.  

We will also meet on Sunday nights for Gym time with a devotion in the Family Life Center. Contact Marty Ellison 
with questions or for more information. 

 

Harvest Ministries will be with us again for VACATION BIBLE School.   
It’s coming up June 28-July 1, each evening from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.   
Come and enjoy the awesome worship time with kid friendly, (packed 
with action) songs to sing, lots of great interactive Bible lessons, fun 
group games, food and fun with your friends.   Plan now to invite friends.   
We’ll plan all events to be in the new Family Life Center with social  
distancing and lots of hand sanitizer to make sure everyone can have a 
fun and safe time together.    

The fourth time is a charm (but prayers would be welcome!).  The all church "garage" sale 
(in the gym) is scheduled  for August 19 through August 21.  I appreciate that so many of 
you have been storing the donations that you have collected.  I will be accepting those at 
church two weeks before the sale.  If you can no longer keep these items, please let me 
know and I will try to make some arrangements to keep them until August.  There is  
limited storage space at church but I do not want to miss out on any donations.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me at 309 737-5433.  
Pray...Pray...Pray for a successful sale. 
Diana Sutton 


