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The deadline for the July 
issue of the church newsletter  
is Monday, June 15th.  Please 

submit all articles to the 
church office (preferably by 
email) by then.  The office 

email address is  
office@christchurcheastmoline.org. 

Hello from the Christ Church Office 
 

Even though we may not be physically present at 
the Christ Church office, know that we are still 

here to serve you.  Should you have a question, a 
prayer request, or just plain need someone to 

talk to, we are still receiving and monitoring all 
calls and emails.  Please reach out to us for any 

of your needs and we will get back to you as soon 
as we possibly can.  We really miss our church 
family and are looking forward to when we can 

be together again! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you getting the Christ 
Church emails?  If not, 
maybe we don’t have 

yours!  Please contact the 
church office  

309-755-2508 so we can 
get you on the emailing 

list. 

Dear Christ Church, 
 
Just a quick thank you for all 
the donations your church 
has made over the past few 
months!  We appreciate the 
support you have provided for 
our community! 
 
The Rocket Boosters 
George O. Barr School 
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CHRIST CHURCH  
PARKING LOT  

WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAYS 

9:30am, 10:30am, & 

11:30am 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

can also be viewed  

three ways:  

  

Facebook Page 

Christ United  

Methodist Church,  

East Moline, Illinois  

 

Website 
www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

 

YouTube Channel 

Christ UMC of the QC 
 

I am excited to announce that we are now looking at re-opening the buildings of the church!
Notice that I wrote “the buildings of the church” and not “the church.” “The Church” never closed 
and I want to thank you for being “The Church!” 
 
We have developed a Building Re-opening Task Force, to explore and recommend to the Church 
Council a pathway to re-open.  I have asked our Parish Nurse, Steph Rabe, to be the chairperson 
of the Task Force. (The Task Force members are listed below and they have already met). We all 
know that there will be phases to re-opening. I know what the president has said and what the 
governor has said and what our conference and bishop has said. We take all that serious-
ly. However, as the lead pastor of Christ UMC, I am committed to hear from and be directed by 
God. It will be through seeking God that we will proceed in this process. 
 
Here are the recommendations from the task force. I am asking the Church Council to review and 
accept by vote or consensus the direction we are heading. 
 
For the weeks of June 2020: 
 
1)   No more than 10 persons in a large room in the church building. 
The FLC is the building of choice due to no carpet and accessibility. The FLC classroom (is first 
choice) and the gym are both available for meetings of 10 people or less. The rooms will be for 
church gatherings and will need to be scheduled through the church office. There will also be a 
three day wait time between use of rooms. For example, if a meeting is held in the FLC classroom 
on a Tuesday, the next time the same room can be used is on Friday. The person in charge of the 
meeting will keep an attendance log of the meeting in case of any infections. Social distancing and 
masks are required. The person scheduling the gathering will be given information about all that 
is needed, including cleaning procedures after the meeting.  
 
2)   Face masks must be worn in the building. I hate this, but it is the reality right now. We have to 
make sure that our insurance stays valid, but even more, that each of us stay safe. 
 
3)   We will continue to offer online and drive-in services. They will continue even after we begin a 
service back inside. When services start back inside, they will be different with guidelines to  
follow as well. 
 
4)   We will continue to offer different options. Only participate as you feel comfortable. For  
instance, don’t come if you do not feel safe. Or, if you do not want to wear a mask, please know 
that it is okay not to be a part of the gathering in the building. 
 
5)   The Task Force will meet and review the plan the middle of June and adjust the plan for future 
building use. 
 
Now, Church, here are some positive things that we can do to help as we begin this process of  
re-opening: 
1.   Pray and seek God through all of this 
2.   Continue to offer your financial help to the church 
3.   Continue to offer help to those who need it 
4.   Allow the Reopening Task Force to make recommendations as we 
move forward 
 
For those who are concerned we may be moving too fast, please know it 
is okay to stay home until you feel safe or comfortable. 
 
For those who are concerned that we are moving too slow, please be kind, 
generous and patient with the process.                       (continued next page) 

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

Time to “Re-Open”            JUNE 2020 
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“Re-Open” (continued from page 1) 

We will return to the buildings of Christ Church when God gives us a clear direction to do so and when we can truly 
and freely worship God. 
 
Remember that I would love to hear from you if you have any thoughts or ideas. 
 
Stay Safe, Pray Always and Press On! 
 
In Christ’s Greater Love, 
       Roger Perry 
  
Building Re-opening Task Force: 
Chairperson: Steph Rabe, Parish Nurse 
Tracey Adair: Church Council Chair 
Nancy VanVoltenburg: Trustees Chair 
Mark Thompson: Security Team Chair 
Susie Stern: Silvis Campus Leader 
Diana Sutton: Building Team and UMW 
Mary Slutz: Staff-Parish Relations 
Diana Lovett: Food Pantry and Nurse 
Karyn Robertson: Family Ministries Staff 
Roger Perry: Pastor 

The Golf Outing has been  

postponed to  

September 19th.  

Please SAVE THE DATE! 

Landscaping  

Update: 
 
First, the Landscaping  
Committee would like to thank 
everyone for supporting the 
new landscaping projects 
around the church by  
purchasing the engraved  
pavers, Christmas Wreaths, 
and Landscaping Leaves. Due 
to circumstances beyond our 
control, the new memorial  
patio and landscaping plans 
have changed. The memorial 
patio will now be located  
between the Family Life Center 
and Fellowship Hall on the 
lower patio area on the east 
side of the tunnel. We hope 
that by the time you’re reading 
this, the work will be in  
progress. You will also see 
some new landscaping going in 
on the north and east side of 
the Family Life Center, as well 
as some freshening up to the 
area around the cross. We 
thank you all for your patience 
as we have had many delays in 
this work! 
 

Dennis Griffin, Jessica Lang, 
and Donna Hamrick 
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Silvis Food Pantry News 

 

An Amazing Outpouring of Love 
“Jesus Kind of Love” 

 
 That is what the volunteers and I have witnessed the past couple of months at the 
Silvis Campus Food Pantry, an outpouring of community support, love, and the desire 
to help others in need. The support has come from many different sources. I’d like to 
name a few. 

 Recently, Amazon’s CEO Jeff Bezos donated 100 million dollars to Feeding America. Feeding America is a United 
States based nonprofit organization that is a nationwide network of more than 200 food banks that feed more than 
46 million people through food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and other community-based agencies. River Bend 
Food Bank is part of Feeding America and so are both the East Moline Campus and Silvis Campus Food Pantries. 
Our pantries will benefit from this large donation. So far, we have been able to receive, free of charge, many cases of 
pork and beans and SpaghettiOs. Another benefit so far, the food pantries were given a credit for the amount of  
money they spent to River Bend Food Bank for food during the month of March. For Silvis, that was over $1,200.00! 
What a blessing! There will be other benefits in the future for the pantries. 
 Another large donation that benefited both food pantries recently was a gift from East Moline Correctional  
Center. The men who delivered the check said they felt the best way to support the community during the pandemic 
was through food pantries. We are grateful! 
 Several people have donated face masks, not only for the volunteers but for the visitors coming for food. The  
visitors have been surprised and thankful when offered a mask! Many thanks to all that have contributed! 
 The monetary support the pantry has received, other than the ones previously mentioned, has been  
overwhelming. It has been a blessing to see how God is working through so many. I promise we are being good  
stewards with your gifts. I’ll thank you ahead of time for your continued support! 
 A big thank you to the couple who so generously donated a new computer and copier for the Silvis Food Pantry. 
We truly appreciate your generosity! 
 One of the ways you can demonstrate your love for the Lord is to be compassionate and caring toward those you 
encounter here on earth. Even small gestures can mean a great deal!  Hebrews 13:16 – “And do not forget to do good 
and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 
 
  Sue Swartz  

Hello  

Graduates! 
 
It’s that time of year 
where we would like 
to recognize those 
who are graduating 
from high school or 
higher.  It is especially 
important this year, 

with most all graduations and parties being   
cancelled or postponed, that we honor the great  
accomplishments of these scholars.   If you have a 
graduate at your house, please email their info to  
office@christchurcheastmoline.org by June 15th.  
Please include the school they are graduating from 
and, for the college folks, the degree they have  
received. As of this May newsletter printing, I 
have only received one graduate name.  Come 
on church family, I know there are more out there.  
Please let us know so we can recognize them.  Thank 
you! 

  

Foggy  
Glasses? 

 
 

Do your eyeglasses fog up when you wear your facemask?  
Here are three things you can do to prevent this from  
happening: 
1. Wear a facemask that fits well.   You can make your 

own that fits securely over the nose and is shaped to fit 
your face.  You can also sew a pipe cleaner or twist tie 
to the top, to mold the fit better over the nose. 

2. If the lens of your glasses have a special coating, check 
with your optician first on how to wash them.  If you 
get the okay, simply wash your lenses with soapy     
water. Dawn  dish soap seems to work well.  Do no use 
soap that is made for sensitive skin or that contains 
lotion.  Shake off the excess liquid or wipe them off 
with a soft cloth. 

3. Spray the lens with shaving cream and rinse with    
water. 
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From Our Parish Nurse 

 
Well, do you you find yourself 
asking not only what month 
this is but also what day is 
this?  So many things have 
changed since March.  Our 
new normal changes every 
day!  Each of us are still  
taking our safety and  
well-being as an important 
defense as we reduce the  

potential for contracting the Coronavirus.  The danger 
remains of coming in contact with a person who is  
infected, with or without symptoms.   
 
I can only repeat as we move on with each day: 
 
1. Wash your hands often.  Whatever you touch,      

sanitize it and your hands, with either soap and   
water or hand sanitizer.  I feel I have become a hand 
Nazi!  If you are going to wear gloves, please         
remember that everything the gloves touch, germs 
stick to the gloves.  Germs that come from pushing 
the grocery cart or picking up the frozen pizza, or 
opening that door will go on to whatever else those 
gloves touch.  That could be your face, your hair, a 
child’s hand, your phone, etc.  

2. Do not touch your face.  Wearing a mask helps to 
remind you the dangers of touching your face, which 
is where your eyes, nose, mouth or mucous         
membranes reside.  (easy point of entry for germs. 

3. Distance yourself...6 feet...that is two yardsticks.  If 
you are breathing deeper (like when exercising), 
yelling, talking loudly or singing 12 feet apart is even 
better.  

4. Wear your mask, even with social distancing.  Your 
mask protects me.  My mask protects you.  The 
mask should fit well to cover your nose and mouth.  
It is not meant to be worn on the chin, under the 
nose, hanging from one ear or in your pocket.  In 
addition, it is important to remember to wash the 
fabric masks!  (That is the danger of paper masks.  
They cannot be cleaned.) 

 
Each of us is affected in different ways as we move 
through this pandemic.  Grace is important these days! 
 
1. Keep a routine, which may mean to redefine your 

“normal” routine.  It is important to get up at the 
same time daily, eat regular, healthy meals and go to 
bed at the same time.  

2. Remember to refill your tank.  Not the gas tank on 
the car, but your mental and spiritual tank.  Develop 
relaxation techniques such as taking deep breaths, 
even taking a nap.  Work your brain:  memorize    
Bible verses; look up new words; learn a new        
language.  Exercise can be movement spread out 
during the day, or something as simple as going to 
the furthest bathroom in your house.  Try not to sit 
longer than 20 minutes at a time.  Develop prayer 
time.  Take breaks throughout the day.  

3. Disconnect.  It is okay to set limits on daily media.  
This includes Facebook, texting and TV.  

4. Connect.  Do something kind for someone else.  A 
thank you said aloud to the deliveryman, the      
grocery bagger, the garbage collector or the mail 
carrier.  Send a note or card to someone you have 
not talked to lately.  Video chat through FaceTime, 
Zoom, or Google Meet.  Doing so can promote 
emotional support especially in this time of stress, 
loneliness and limited face-to-face contact.   

 
As we all face challenges in life, it is uplifting to know 
God is with us.  As Nehemiah 8:10 tells us, “The joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father’s Day is coming up, as is Men’s Health  
Awareness Week, June 15-21.  Whether it is your 
friend, brother, dad, boyfriend, spouse, or boss, show 
them you care about them and their health by wearing 
blue on June 19th. Men live sicker and die younger.  The 
Men’s Health Network encourages men to live longer 
and healthier lives. 
 
Encourage the man or men in your life to make healthy 
lifestyle choices, making regular annual visits to the 
doctor, getting educated on heart disease or diabetes, 
or just starting general health conversations with their 
male friends.  Let us keep our guys healthy! 

  
 

-Keep Praying 
-Wash your hands 
-Wear your mask 
-Stay healthy! 
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 Christ UMC Building Re-Opening Task Force: Report to Church Council and Recommendations for June 

We are now in Phase 3 of Covid-19 recovery.  Our building Re-Opening Task Force has met and following the  
guidelines from the CDC, the Illinois Department of Public Health, the RI County Health Department, our insurance 
company, as well as from Bishop Beard, our guidelines are listed below.  
 
As our buildings are re-opened, our goal is to not neglect safety, but be creative and protective, open-minded, and 
hospitable—yet.  We seek to meet the needs of OUR congregation with wisdom and prayer on how we “Church” in 
our buildings.  We will only be as safe as the least safe person in the group.  As the Bishop reminds us, as Methodists 
we want to: 

 Do no harm 

 Do good 

 Stay in love with God 
 

 Our Church congregation may now meet outside in driveways or even in a home with 10 or less persons, if peo-
ple feel comfortable.  

 No more than 10 persons in a large room in the church building 

 Water fountains will be turned off for now, except for ones that allow bottles to be refilled.  

 Only one person or family unit at a time in the elevators with a new habit of using an elbow to press the buttons. 

 The gym and walking track activities will remain closed at this time.  

 No childcare or nursery during Phase 3 

 Room expectations will be posted in each area that may be used during Phase 3 

 No outside groups at this time 

 Clean facemasks are mandatory when in the building with others around 

 Cleaning will be done per CDC recommendations 

 Social distancing will still be maintained 

 People’s comfort level to be with others will be more important than person’s age 
 
What designated areas of the building will be open?  The FLC of the East Moline Campus will be the  
building of choice due to no carpet and easy accessibility.  The FLC classroom (first choice) and the gym are both 
available for meetings of 10 people and less.  The Good Sheep Room is also available with the Fellowship hall as the 
last choice.  
 
Rooms will be available on a first come basis and there will be a 3 day wait time between use of the room.  For  
example, if a meeting is held in the FLC classroom on a Tuesday, the next time the same room can be used is on  
Friday.   
 
Use of the Silvis and Carbon Cliff buildings will be explored if there is a request to use them (same guidelines will be 
used). 
 
Pre-registration will be necessary when holding a meeting to ensure proper scheduling.   The person setting up the 
meeting will be responsible for the following: 

 No more than 10 persons in the room 

 Sending anyone ill home 

 All participants will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer before and after the meeting that will be made available 
in the room 

 Making sure attendance is taken if computer sign up system is not used.  Attendance will include name, address, 
phone and contact information as per recommendations from our Bishop and the RI County Health                 
Department.  Attendance will be done by one person—not a sign-in sheet. 

 Set and keep room set up correctly to maintain 6ft distance in all directions. 

 Clean the tables and chairs before and after the meeting, with appropriate cleaning supplies maintained in the 
rooms or gym area, keeping masks on and using gloves.  Door handles to room also need to be cleaned.    

 Be responsible to ensure that all participants to wear clean facemasks during the meeting as well as maintaining 
no physical/personal contact 

 Make sure outside building door is locked upon leaving 

 Everyone should bring their own water/drink in their own container 

 Avoid shared objects at this time, which includes coffee pots, bulletins, hymnals, microphones and food. 
  
The task force will meet on a regular basis to evaluate our process.  Changes and updates will be communicated by 
mass e-mails and the CUMC Facebook page.  
 

But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.  1 Corinthians 14:40 
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Merry Sunshine News 

 
The school year came to an official close for Merry Sunshine looking a little different than we 
thought it would, but we still celebrated every single child!  On May 16th the teachers,  
assistants and Pastor Joye took off on a Teacher Parade all over the Quad Cities.  We  
delivered gifts, balloons and visited with each child and family enrolled in Merry Sunshine 
(wearing our masks, of course, and being extra careful).  Everyone had a terrific time of  
connecting and wrapping things up for 2019-2020. 
 
Please let any family you know interested in preschool for fall that we are planning and  
preparing already for any possible scenario that comes with COVID-19 guidelines.  The best 
news is that we feel confident Merry Sunshine can meet or exceed any mandates or  
recommendations with our Education Wing space and current staff.  There are only 4 spots 
remaining for fall for new students, so any interested families are encouraged to call  
Ms. Teresa at 309-230-6010 as soon as possible. 
 
Ms. Teresa is now “officially retired” from direct work with children, but continues on staff 
through the end of July ensuring a smooth transition internally and for all new families  
entering the program.  This next school year is going to be wonderful, even if it looks a little 
different, and we are excited to start planning.      

Ms. Teresa! 

We’ll Miss You!!! 
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At this time of the year we would be planning and accepting reservations for  our Seasons of Fun Luncheon and we 
will look back at some of the pictures from last year.   
 
If you would like to keep up on some of the important things that have to do with United Methodist Women, you 
might find these sights helpful Facebook has some good groups to keep up with.  One is United Methodist  
Women, Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Christ United Methodist Church East Moline, IL. I you want to keep 
informed check these out.  The Bishop has some great messages and you can find other churches in the conference 
that have services. 
 
Blessings to All the East Moline UMW 

Umw...reminiscing 
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United Methodist Women-East Moline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First of all, I hope that you are all safe and are following the guidelines set for us in these trying times. I think of all 
of you and am praying for all every day. I want to be in fellowship with you so very much. We still have a hold on all 
activities for the month of June.  
  
I would like to give praise to our pastors and staff for the wonderful way they have done their best to keep us all con-
nected. I also need to praise our ladies for stepping up and giving of themselves in the making of masks for our par-
ish nurse and members of our church family. You are a blessing and thank you so very much for your help in these 
trying times. 
 
I wish I could tell you when we will be able to be in fellowship but I do not know and that hurts my heart because 
you have all blessed me as sisters in Christ! I am going to ask that you be in prayer for our nation, state and  
community during this pandemic to keep us safe, to ease our fears and to find a cure. For all those that have been on 
the front lines. To help us to move forward in a new normal to open our churches and schools safely. Also, for those 
that have lost their jobs or businesses.  
 
In Jesus’s name Amen. 
Sue Nurse 

Christ Church Multi-site 
Finances through April 30, 2020 

 

The combination of increased giving in April 
and reduced expenses resulted in a surplus 
for April which surpassed the budget deficit 
last reported for January through March.    

                
     Income      $229, 665 
     Expenses   $228,233 
     Ahead   $    1,432 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the distancing rule in effect, the church garage 
sale has been postponed until August 28 & 29.  This 
gives us all more time to gather up items to donate!  
Use your time at home to clean closets, basements, 

garages, etc. and consider donating your items to the 
church.  All monies raised will be used to purchase  

furnishings for the Family Life Center.  
Due to space restrictions, please do not leave items at 

the church just yet.  For more info,  
contact Diana Sutton at 309-737-5433.   

No adult clothing please. 
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Hey Kids...YES, God does keep His promises...and He has been with us during 
this whole crazy time!!!!  We are looking forward to a new normal and thinking 
of safe ways to gather at church! Just think...Worship with your family will be 
wonderful!!! 

Parents: We will be reaching out to you soon with a short survey about doing 
VBS in possibly June or July with Harvest Ministry Team. Your input is vital so 
we can keep everyone safe while following guidelines. Please respond to help us 
make good decisions.  

Air hugs and fist bumps           ...miss you all!! 

Ms. Karyn  


