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Our New Sanctuary! 

Not that there aren’t more wise men in the church family, but three of them come to mind this month of  
December and their names are Terry Stern, Allen Reamy, and Steve Stevenson. 
 
These three men were instrumental in making the “new and improved” remodeling project at the Silvis Campus 
sanctuary come to a successful conclusion at the end of a difficult and challenging year of unknowns.  Here are a 
list of the “top 5” that had to be faced: 
 
 1.Roof issues that caused water damage to walls 
 2. Pew removal and storage issues  
 3. Trying to safely move and reposition the baby grand piano  
  4. Asbestos removal of floor tiling 
  5. Discovering creative and effective ways to reposition and reinstall the church pews back in the sanctuary  
 after the carpet installers decided that they couldn’t install carpet around the pews. 
 
They didn’t throw up their hands, throw in the towel, or quit.   They just kept working through the problems and 
challenges.  Thanks to our God for the financial provision to make these improvements possible, and thanks to 
God for faithful members of the church who give their time, energy, and talents to bring blessings to us all in the 
church family.   We have much to celebrate when we finally get to have our Sunday morning worship in the  
sanctuary again.   We need to have a Grand Opening Celebration and a time to dedicate the remodeled sanctuary 
to the glory of God.  We will keep you posted on when that celebration will occur.  Looking forward to 2021 “in the 
sanctuary” again! 
   
Pastor Joye 

The baby grand piano received a new stand which 
was purchased  with funds donated by an  

anonymous donor.  Thank you for the blessing! 
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Thank you for all your prayers and concerns for myself 
and my son as we battled the Coronavirus.  We are  
feeling much better. 
 
Roberta Garret 

Thank you to my church family for thinking of me the last 
few years.  The devotionals and scriptures were very 
much appreciated. 
 
Mariann Reese 

We want to thank our church family for the cards and prayers you have 
sent us on the death of our son Dr. Mark Henry. At times like this, good 
friends mean so much. Also a big thank you to Pastor Roger for his calls.  
 
Cheryl and Dick Henry 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to my church family for all 
of the cards, flowers, visits and especially prayers over the years and  
especially this last year. 
 
Rick Burns 

From the family of Tom & Alice Lynch: 
 
The church family of Mom & Dad were especially  
special.  Thanks for being so loving and kind.  You all 
will hold a piece of my heart forever. 
 
Denny Lynch 

 
A BIG thank you to Allen Reamy for the many hours he 
spent on the renovation of the Silvis Campus Sanctuary.   
 
Some of the challenges he was in charge of included: 
1. Getting someone to look for carpet squares 
2. Roof leak-water coming in down the walls into the 

sanctuary caused by the derecho storm.  Couldn’t find 
a roofer (due to the storm) then found it was a        
difficult fix, so, more than one visit. 

3. Plaster had to be repaired because of water leaks. 
4. Painters had to be interviewed and one hired. 
5. Had to get a licensed asbestos company in to remove 

the old floor tile. 
6. Lined up help to remove pews, piano, organ, lecterns, 

and altar. 
7. Found places to store all things going back in the 

sanctuary after carpet tile was laid. 
 
A very big undertaking that took much longer than  
anticipated.  We’re proud of his efforts to get a huge job 
done and all the many other repairs and updates that 
popped up accomplished. 
 
Steve and Connie Stevenson 

Dear Care Ministry Team, 
With all of your encouragement and love, I have made it 
through the first year of my wife, Carol’s passing.  She’s 
home now in a new body with the Lord and some of our 
family.  I’m also thankful she didn’t have to go through 
any of this virus we have to deal with day in and day 
out.   
In Christ, 
Dave Guss and family 
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 From our Parish Nurse 

I read an article the other day that I want to paraphrase for 
you as a way to look at our new year.  The writer, Rick  
Hamlin, suggested this year why make resolutions that are 
never kept, but to give yourself New Year’s Hopes.  His  
reasoning?  He cannot accomplish a hope on his own, by  
self-discipline or stick-to-it-iveness.  Hope is something that 
“God and his minions will have to help accomplish.” 
 

The hope of Peace.  World peace, our nation’s peace, 
peace in our community would be grand.  Yet peace needs to 
start with one’s self peace.  John 14:27 states “Peace I leave 
with you”, Jesus said.  “My peace I give you.  I give to you not 
as the world gives.” 
 

The hope of Understanding.  It is ok to be wrong  
sometimes and know it, as well as accept you are wrong.  It is 
important to understand those that I disagree with.  It is  
important to remember that Jesus wants us to love our  
enemies. 

 

The hope of Readiness.  This past year has taught us to “stay alert” to be safe and healthy.  This still includes 
social distancing, wearing a mask, staying home when possible and hand washing.  Readiness for this New Year 
can mean to be ever alert to opportunities before us to be a willing servant, be a listening ear, a calming presence 
or be a helpful hand.   
 

The hope of Forgiveness.  Jesus said, seventy times seven.  Have you noticed that when you forgive, it is not 
over in an instant and sometimes, we need to forgive more than once?  But maybe forgiveness means forgiving 
one’s self for those petty grievances that we each carry.   
 

Jesus believed in the power of people being able to change.  Change can be important for our outlook on life, for 
our physical, spiritual and mental health.  I love the idea of New Year’s Hopes and not resolutions.  Praying each 
day for my hopes and ability for change to be a better me to serve God.  
 

I pray for health and well-being for each of you, as well as our country and our world.  I look forward this year to 
being with each of you in person.  This is a hope that needs our continued prayers to God to end this virus.  I send 
love and comfort to you all as we enter 2021.  Remember I am available by phone, 
email or text.  
 

In love, peace and health, 

Steph 
 

 
 

 

 
Our church buildings may be temporarily closed but Zoom Sun-
day School is still happening!  Want to join us?  Simply contact 
our ‘Zoom Leader’ Jenny John.  She’ll get you hooked up!  Jenny 
can be reached by phone at 847-370-7123 or e-mail to  
sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com.  You can even invite new 

friends to be with you in your Zoom class if you want, even if they have never been able to come to 
church with you before!    
 
We miss you!   We know it’s difficult right now to meet in person, 
BUT we can still get together and see each other on our computers 
or chrome books!   So….how about joining us for a virtual  
Sunday school class???   
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 United Methodist Women-East Moline 
Looking back on 2020, your 
East Moline Campus UMW 
worked hard to accomplish 
things that no one would 
expect in a year of  
COVID-19. With the church 
closed, we couldn’t meet 

much but we did some pretty wonderful things.  The 
Leadership team still met and gave support to the 
church. We did learn some new things this year like 
taking part in some Zoom and Lifesize meetings.  We 
even worked around serving East Moline/Silvis  
Rotary on several occasions. We worked on Hygiene 
kits and School kits for Church World Services. Cheryl 
Henry wants to thank everyone that contributed. We 
finished the year with 36 hygiene kits and 37 school 
kits.  We had a No-Show Seasons of Fun Fundraiser 
and still managed to get our UMW World Thank  
Offering, Call to Prayer and Self-Denial and Mission 
pledge programs in with all the stay in place rules. We 
did give up a lot in 2020—not being able to sing, pray, 
laugh, fellowship and lunch together on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.  On a personal note, I want to 
thank you ladies for all your hard work to make this a 
year of purpose.  Sue Nurse 
 
Update on Pledge to Missions; Margaret Baumann 
has reported that there has been a very good response 
for our 2021 pledges. There is still time to get your 
pledges in for 2021.  If you haven’t yet,  please  
remember to mark your envelope Attention: Margaret 
Baumann when dropping it off at the church or  
placing it in the offering bucket at the drive-in church 
services on Sunday mornings. Thank you to all! 
 
On a final note of 2020, we need to share some  
wonderful news; The Illinois State Church Women 
United provides grants to the communities through 
MEMSCU of Church Women United. Our East Moline 
and Silvis Food Pantries applied for this grant and 
each was award $2,500! Thank you to MEMSCU and 
Congratulations to the East Moline and Silvis Food 
Pantries. 
 
We are already having some concerns for January and 
as of this article the East Moline/Silvis Rotary will not 
meet on Thursdays this month because of concerns 
for the safety of their members.  JANUARY will be 
coming in with BIG PRAYERS that we can meet soon.   
With that in mind, Circles will not be meeting on  
January 6th.  We are hoping that by the January 26th,  
we can have a Unit meeting.  Our program for that 
day will be presented by Theresa Sack. Theresa works 
at Mary of Humility in Davenport. We will learn 
about what services they have and how we as UMW 
can help their mission. It is set for January 26th at 
1:00 pm.  Also, look for the 2021 EM UMW program 
books. Thank you to Alice Haben, Juanita Sharp, Pat 
Reuter, Margaret Baumann and Sue Nurse for their 
hard work on the 2021 program book! 
 
 

Pat Reuter is hoping that 
you are crocheting or  
knitting squares for the 
UMW programs starting in  
January. We need 6 by 6 
inch squares of solid and 
variegated colors.  
Remember to put them in 
the mailroom in a box 
marked for Pat Reuter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photos from our  
East Moline Campus 

Food Pantry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 6    NO CIRCLES meeting 
January 26 Leadership Team meeting - 10:30 am 
January 26 Unit Meeting - 1:00 pm Theresa Sack  
      presenting program 

 

The deadline for the February 
issue of the church newsletter is  

Friday, January 15th.  Please 
submit all articles to the church 

office (preferably by email)  
by then.   

The office email address is  
office@christchurcheastmoline.org. Thank you! 
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Merry Sunshine News 

December went by so fast, but we have accomplished so much in 
our classroom. We focused on the birth of Jesus and how God 
wants us to spread His love! We demonstrated spreading His 
love by supporting a family and buying them Christmas gifts.  
We were able to bless a family through the Child Abuse Agency 
where Ms. Romanie’s sister-in-law works. We feel overwhelmed 
with joy to see how many people stepped up to help Merry  
Sunshine accomplish this. Unfortunately, the children did not 
get to do a live Christmas performance. However, we were able 
to do some videos for families to enjoy. Our children are having 
a great year! We pray to continue our program being safe and 
healthy. 
Love and Blessings, 
Ms. Sarah, Ms. Peggy, Ms. Kellie, and Ms. Romanie                                                                                                                                                                
 

Hello Christ Church, 
 

I would like to introduce myself as the new Administrative Manager of CUMC.  I have assumed most of Carol 
Smith’s job responsibilities since her retirement December 1, 2020.  Carol has graciously offered to continue  
working with church contributions in a volunteer role.  You can continue to send her message at  
finance@christchurcheastmoline.org or call the church office to leave a message. 
 

I have been a member of CUMC since 1991.  My husband, Mike and I were married in the garden of the church in 
September of 1991.  Mike works for KONE Elevator as an Engineer.  He has previously served on the Trustee  
Committee and is a substitute bus ministry helper.  We have two grown, (mostly), children, Savannah and Ross.  
Savannah recently bought a house in Omaha, Nebraska, where she works as a horse trainer.   Ross is still in  
college and spends most of the year in Ames, Iowa attending Des Moines Community College.  We have two dogs 
Nova and Annie that we spoil rotten.  
 

I am not unfamiliar with the church office and more specifically the financial history of the church.  I was  
employed as the Administrative Ministry Leader at the church 2004-2008.  I have served on the Trustee and  
Finance committees and Church Council in the past.   I have participated in and lead bible studies for adults.    
Before the pandemic, I was a Prayer Warrior during worship services on Sunday mornings.   
 
I am grateful that God has lead me back HOME to Christ Church.   I look forward to meeting/seeing you all in  
person very soon.   You can contact me by email at mchapman@christchurcheastmoline.org or phone  
309-755-2508, Ext. 02. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Melissa Chapman 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, 
to give you a future and a hope”.   ~ Jeremiah 29:11 
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