CHRIST CHURCH

Christ United Methodist Church

NON-PROFIT
ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 93

East Moline Campus:
3801 7th Street
Phone: 309-755-2508
East Moline, IL 61244 Fax: 309-755-8081
email: office@christchurcheastmoline.org
Silvis Campus:
1301 2nd Avenue
Phone: 309-792-0977
Silvis, IL 61282
email: office@christchurchsilvis.org
Ministry Leadership Team
Ministers of the Church — Congregation
Stephanie Rabe—Parish Nurse
Lindrew Johnson—Music Ministry
Karyn Robertson—Discipleship & Family Ministry Director
Shaun Easton— Youth and Worship Leader
Carol Smith– Financial Administration
Jana Kindred—Administrative Assistant-EM
Mary Land—Administrative Assistant-Silvis
Rev. Joye Perry—Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Roger Perry—Lead Pastor
Rev. Dr. Joseph Gardiner—Pastor Emeritus

5:00pm—Modern
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00am—Traditional

SILVIS CAMPUS
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Sharing the love of Jesus Christ for the biblical purpose of making
disciples for the transformation of the world.

Deb Bomberry
As many of you know, Christ Church is given donated stuffed animals
at Christmas time from PetSmart in Moline....and this year, through
people's generosity and God's grace, we were able to distribute over
2000 stuffed animals to needy children in this area. Children in
several of our programs, children of our food pantry patrons and
many at our holiday services were recipients.
It is with a grateful heart that I thank all who helped in distributing
those animals and to God for his grace and good gifts. Thank you and
Happy New Year!
Dianna Plaza
A big thank you to Justin Miller who donated a recording machine
that will copy the CD of the Sunday morning service. This machine
will make the copying easier and faster to duplicate the CD’s for those
that get a copy each week. Also thank you to Brian Linville for getting
this set up for the CD Ministry and who will be
the main person doing the duplicating.

Steph Rabe
and the CD and CARE Ministry

SATURDAY WORSHIP

9:15am—Traditional
10:35am—Modern
& Sunday School

Many thanks to my church family for
all of the prayers and additional
support given regarding the recent
loss of my mother, Beverly Oling.
Special thanks to Pastor Joye and
Parish Nurse Steph.

Thank you!

EAST MOLINE CAMPUS

Community Garden Update
The 2019 forms are now available for
pick up at the Silvis City Hall, 121 11th
Street. For hours of operation, please
contact them at 309-792-9181.
If you are interested in reserving a plot
for yourself or to donate the items to the
food pantry, please contact either Dan
Thorngren (309-792-8677) or visit Silvis
City Hall and leave your name and
number on the sheet provided.
Plots are 10x20 in size; cost to lease is
$20 per year. There are three options
available at the end of the growing
season: You may “roll over” the cost of
the lease to the following year; you may
opt to donate that amount to the Christ
United Methodist Church Food Pantry
(either location); or you may opt to have
the money refunded to you. These
options, along with applicable rules, are
listed in the 2017 contract available for
pickup at the Silvis City Hall.

10:45am—Traditional
9:15am—Kid’s Sunday
School

HERE’S
WHAT’S
COMING UP:
January 22

Informational
Meeting re
A Way Forward
February 2

Blood Drive
February 10

Family Game
Day
February 14

Valentine’s Day
Celebration
February 18

East Moline
MOVING UP TO A NEW LEVEL

Silvis
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

It has been said that moving up to a new level is always an uphill climb. That is true in the
church as well as parts of life. With the completion of the new Family Life Center this year, it
goes without saying that 2019 is a year of moving up in ministry.
And as we move into 2019, I see so many promising signs of what God is doing to help us
get to where we are called to be. Even with the uncertainties of this world, we can celebrate
God’s direction and His presence among us. And I know that He is compelling us forward to
the next level.
I see it in John 10:10, which is a theme verse for Christ Church. It is there that Jesus
states, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.” While others may seek to do us harm, Jesus comes and seeks to
give us a full and abundant life. Jesus says these words in the middle of two “I am”
statements. Using a shepherd and sheep metaphor, in verses seven and eight, Jesus states
that He is “The Gate.” He is the Gate that leads to salvation and a full life. In verse 11, Jesus
states that He is also the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep.
In between those two claims of Jesus comes a full, abundant life for us. Jesus is the Gate
where we need to enter this New Year. It is through Him that we “live and move and have
our being” (Acts 17:28). As we seek to step up in ministry this year, we need to remind
ourselves that we do it all through Jesus who is the gate. There is no going around Him. We
are to do only what He calls us to do and our activities of “living and moving and being” need
to always be centered in Him who is the “Gate.”
He is also the Good Shepherd who provides guidance, leadership and protection.
Abundant Life in all of its fullness is a life that allows the Good Shepherd to guide us, lead us
and protect us—with the understanding that He has already laid down His life for us.
Living out this abundant, full life that Jesus promises happens when we “Live out the
Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) through the Great Commandment
(Matthew 22:37-14).” In short, this means to Love God and others to the point that we seek
to get them together! The process will lead us to live our lives to the fullest.

Laughing in the
As we progress through this special year, we are going to see God work in mighty ways.
Dark Bible Study We will focus on Worship, Prayer, Serving, Faith Sharing, Fellowship, and Spiritual Growth.
Begins
How we are going to do this is seen in the One Goal for 2019 that is spelled out in this
newsletter.
February 24
Even though an unknown future can be troubling, let’s remember that
Dream Team
our
task is to walk through the “Gate” and follow the “Good Shepherd” as
Session
we move forward into a fuller and more abundant life. And as we focus on
this, I am truly look forward to seeing what God is going to do this year!
In Christ’s Greater Love,
Roger Perry

From the pastor:
Roger Perry

January & February Happenings
2019 Chronological Bible Study
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New Bible Study Beginning February 18th!

Please join us as we study and pray through the Bible in
a year. Every Wednesday at 1:00 pm at the Silvis
Campus (1301 2nd Ave., Silvis) and every Thursday night
at 6:30 pm at the East Moline Campus, we will be
focusing on the weekly readings in the Tyndale
Chronological Bible (NLT). Participants can come to
either of these weekly sessions. It’s not too late to join.
If you want your copy of the Bible, it can be ordered
through Amazon or Christian Book Distributors
websites. Joye or Jana will assist you if you need some
help in ordering online.
Another option is to get a listing of the assigned readings for the week, and read those using your favorite
Bible that you regularly use. You don’t have to order the
Chronological Bible to participate.
You may not be able to come to a weekly study, but you
may want to order this Bible or get the weekly
assignments and do the reading on your own. Don’t
allow yourself to hear the discouraging words….”it’s too
late, the year is already started!” It’s never too late to
start reading the Bible. Just start on the date of the
month presently and move forward. God’s word is
always “just what you needed to hear”. Bible Reading is
praying. As you read, you are listening to God speak His
word to you.

Tuesdays, beginning February 18th at 6:30pm, join
us for this Women's Bible Study by Chondra Pierce. We
will watch a short DVD then discuss the reading. The
chapters cover loss, grief, doubt, truth, and grace using
the book of Job and other scripture. Chondra tells how
she overcame many obstacles in her life with Jesus as
her lifeboat. Linda Hutchinson will be your facilitator.
RSVP as soon as possible so we know how many books
to order. Call Linda at 224-406-1087. Location is to be
determined.

JOIN THE
Special Event on
February 24th
12:00pm

This group is a community club that is open to all.
You don’t have to be a resident of Silvis to join. It’s a
great opportunity to have lunch, enjoy fellowship
time with friends and hear interesting programs.
A small yearly membership fee is required to join as
an official member. Come and check it out!
Join us for our next gathering on February 8th, as a
guest. A full meal (including beverage and dessert)
is only $9!
Please call Jean or Norm Neely at (309) 792-1545 to
make a reservations or if you have any questions.
Silvis Campus
Ministry Team Meeting
Sunday, January 20th 12:15 pm
All are invited to participate in this
meeting to discuss plans for
ministry in 2019.
Pizza lunch will be served first.
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February is Heart Month
CUMC Blood Drive
Saturday, February 2nd
8 am to 11 am
East Moline Campus
Fellowship Hall

DREAM TEAM!

Friday, February 8th ~ 12:00 pm
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall
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On February 24th, we are inviting you to come and
dream about the future ministries and possibilities for
new life in our newly constructed FAMILY LIFE
CENTER! Immediately following the 10:35 worship,
we’ll meet in the East Moline Campus Fellowship
Hall for a lunch and fellowship time together.
Following the meal, we’ll worship and pray together.
A dream session will take place in small groups where
participants can share around tables their ideas and
inspirations for programs and events of ministry that
could be done in our new building facility. We’ll have
an opportunity for everyone to hear what new ideas
have been discussed at the individual tables. This is an
event for inspirational thinking, for dialogue to discuss
possibilities, for thinking outside the box, and all of it
guided and led by the Holy Spirit among us. This will be
fun! This will be exciting! Be praying and planning now
to attend! Details are still being developed, and more
publicity (with more detailed plans) will be coming in
February.
DREAM BIG about how to bring God’s love and
presence to new people in our new building! Be a part
of this historical Dream Team event!

WE NEED YOUR BLOOD!!! Donating blood allows life-saving treatments to those who have experienced an accident
at home, the work place or motor vehicle. Also, persons having surgery or other health situations often need blood to help
in the healing process. Donating blood is an easy process, usually taking less than one hour of your time. Please pray
about donating on Saturday, February 2nd. You can register for a designated time by calling the church office or Steph
Rabe at (309) 517-3134. Walk-ins are welcome too! Hours are from 8 am to 11 am. Thank you for donating! You will
never know when the person needing blood may be you!

Learn
CPR
Learn to save the life of someone you know and
love on February 26th with Hands-Only CPR.
Hands-Only CPR is CPR (cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation) without rescue breaths. It is easy
to learn and all you have to know is to call 911
and push hard and fast in the center of the chest
to the beat of the Bee Gees’ classic song, “Stayin’
Alive.” Hands-Only CPR has been shown to be
just as effective in the first few minutes of cardiac
arrest (not in a hospital setting) as CPR using
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.
Please consider taking this free 1-hour class on
Tuesday, February 26th from 6pm to 7pm
at the East Moline Campus. In order to have
enough materials, please register before February
21st. To register, call the East Moline Campus
office at (309) 755-2508. If you have questions,
please ask Steph! For more information, go to
the American Heart Association website.

Stop the Bleed
Bleeding out or uncontrolled bleeding
causes more deaths than any other injury.
There is a National Campaign to “Stop the
Bleed” due to increased gun violence and
mass casualties. However, injuries as
simple as cutting oneself in the kitchen
can cause substantial blood loss,
sometimes resulting in death. The “Stop
the Bleed” campaign is geared to improve
survival from life-threatening bleeding.
Thank you to the United Methodist
Women at the East Moline Campus for
purchasing two kits for our Church. One
will be located in the AED closet (Narthex
area) and one will be located in the
kitchen, by the metal first aid cabinet in
the microwave area. A third kit will be
placed in the new Family Life Center. The
kits are easy to use by one person if
needed. An in-service will be offered to
the UMW and the ushers in January.
Thank you ladies!

The cow heart and heart learning
station will be available on
Sunday, February 10th
for all the Sunday School kiddos.
If you are an adult and would like
to help “man a learning station”, please let Karyn
Robertson or I know by February 6th. Thank you!
This will be another fun time of learning how to take
care of our bodies so that we can do God’s work!

Thank you to
Deb Bomberry who
donated her mom’s
wheelchair to Christ
Church. The chair
will be used in the
new Family Life
Center. Thank you
Deb, for this valuable
mode of
transportation for our
parishioners and
guests!

Accompanist Needed
Do you play the piano? The choir is
looking for an accompanist! If you are
interested, please contact Lindrew
Johnson at 309-269-7514.
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UMW News and Updates
OUR NEW
2019 UMW
PROGRAM
BOOKS ARE
READY FOR
PICK UP!!
This year’s program books are filled with lots of new
information with plenty of activities and places to join in
and serve! We have added dates for activities for things
that happen in the church and others in the community
and Spoon River District as well. There is a calendar for
each month, Circles members, who to talk to for
Celebrations and Sympathy, and a directory of members.
Check with Jan Lindstrom, Sue Nurse, Pat Reuter, and
Margaret Baumann for a copy OR you may receive yours
at Circle Meetings. Also, a big thank you to Janet
Lindstrom, Pat Reuter, Margaret Baumann, Bobbi McCoy,
and Jana Kindred for all your help!

Feb 6 - Circles Meet
Faith – Windmill at 6:00pm
Glory – Fellowship Hall at 9:00am
Patience – Gathering Room at 12:30pm
Feb 9 – SpRD Leadership team (Colchester 8:30am)
Feb 11 – CWU at Butterworth at 9:30am
Feb 12 – UMM at 6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Feb 15 -16 - IGRC Spiritual Growth Retreat (TBA)
Feb 19 – Prepare and Set up for Morning Connection
Feb 20 – Morning Connection (9:15am)
Feb 26 – Leadership Meeting at 10:00am
Feb 26 – Unit Luncheon at Noon
Program: Call to Prayer and Self-Denial by
Karyn Robertson

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of
the UMW and Church members for contributing to our
NO SHOW FALL HARVEST LUNCHEON. $2,100 was
collected and this will help with fulfilling of our missions
in the Quad Cities, throughout the state, and the world.
When we met at the November and December Unit
meeting we were able to help with requests from our
Parish Nurse Steph Rabe in purchasing two tourniquet
kits. Monies collected totaled $128 to which we added
$22 to make a grand total of $150. In December, we
collected $128 for the East Moline Food Pantry.
Some of our other 2018 Mission projects were Mission Box
$1,118, Birthday Kits for food pantry $288.65, Pockets of
Love dresses and shorts for Haiti $1,120. The monies
collected from Morning Connection help us in a small part
to fulfill our yearly mission giving as well. We were able to
give to the following: UMW 2nd Mile $1,000, Cunningham
Children’s Home $500, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House $500 and locally, Argrow‘s House $100. We also
used our baking skills and baked forty-four dozen cookies
for the prison ministry that Richard Willard is a part of. It
is a Spiritual Retreat Weekend for inmates, similar to the
Walk to Emmaus.

UMW Silvis Campus

Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall
Thursday, February 7th
12:00pm noon
Business meeting, devotional and
a lesson will follow the meal.
Hostesses are Phyllis Thorngren,
Janet Ohrberg, and Mary Land.
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More Upcoming Events

Wednesdays Starting March 10th
Valentine’s Day, February 14th ~ 12:00 noon
All are invited to a Valentine’s Day Lunch and
party at the Silvis Campus (1301 2nd Ave, Silvis).
Mulkey’s Restaurant from Rock Island will be
catering the event. $10 per person (this covers the
cost of your meal and dessert, plus helps fund the
supplies for games and door prizes) Agenda for the
day: a whole lot of fun games, door prizes, great
fellowship, and a chicken or roast beef dinner (meat,
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, jello, and
dinner roll.) Call the church office to make your
reservation (please designate which meat entrée you
would prefer) Reservations are required by
February 10th!!! If questions, call Joye. ( You
may bring your own meal with no charge to
participate. However, please do still register so we
can plan the correct number of tables and chairs.)

I SCREAM for
Romania

Sunday February 17th
9:30am-noon
East Moline Campus
Fellowship Hall
UMW Officers for 2019
Front: L-R Alice Haben, Janet Lindstrom ,
Sue Nurse, Pat Reuter
Back: L-R Kay Clifton (District Officer), Cheryl Henry,
Juanita Sharp, Doris Wasson, Margaret Baumann

Silvis Campus
Thursday, February 14th
Meetings begin at 8:30 am in the
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall with
light refreshments. A short business
meeting is held, followed by a lesson time. Your
hostess is Janet Ohrberg.

Scoops, Sprinkles, Sauces! Ice Cream Sandwiches!
Rolled to look and taste fried!
All these yummy ice cream desserts will be available
to help support Julie Keegan and Julie Gelaude when
they go back to Romania this July. Cost is freewill
offering. Take outs will be available. Questions?
Call Julie K. 309-269-9522, Julie G. 309-738-3590.

The stage is set and is yours for the taking
Saturday, February 2nd ~ 6:00pm
East Moline Campus Fellowship Hall
(and the 1st Saturday of each month)
at CUMC's Open Mic Night!
Come sing your favorite songs, tell your
favorite jokes, read your favorite poem, or kick back
and take it all in! The fun begins at 6:00pm and goes
'til 8:00pm. For more information, call or text
Josie at (309)235-3923. No karaoke please.

Lifetree Café will be offering a great study called
“Why Nobody Wants to Go To Church
Anymore” on Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
beginning March 10th. The class will last for six
weeks and will be held at the East Moline Campus.
This excellent study received glowing reviews when
offered before and was the impetus for beginning the
outreach ministry of Lifetree Café, our conversational
café that meets at the Java Lab Café in the Moline
Public Library every Monday at 6:00 p.m. We are
praying about opening a second site in 2019 and we
would love for you to come and learn about this
exciting ministry and ways to keep our church
growing! Let’s make Christ more and more famous in
the Quad Cities in 2019! If you are interested, please
contact Dean Sutton at 309-236-0788 or
dls61244@gmail.com.

General Conference Informational Meeting
Tuesday, January 22nd ~ 6:30pm
East Moline Campus Worship Center
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of
the General Conference of The United Methodist
Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis,
Missouri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a
report from the Commission on “A Way
Forward” based on the recommendations of the
Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was
authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed
by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in
The Book of Discipline concerning human
sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity
of the church.
It is important for us to be informed about this special
conference. On January 22nd at 6:30pm, there will
be an informational meeting about the conference in
the Worship Center of the East Moline Campus. Rev.
Dr. Chris Ritter, pastor of Geneseo First United
Methodist Church, and General Conference Delegate,
will be leading this informational meeting and
answering questions. All are encouraged to
attend.
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News to Know

Lifetree Café
Emmaus Walks

Lifetree Café is a weekly, hour-long interactive experience that features real people’s real stories
on film, guided conversation, biblical insights, and time to build relationships. Lifetree Café
tackles the topics that most people deal with – topics about the big and little stuff that shapes our
lives. Family. Friends. Fears. Busyness. Balance. Money. Materialism. Health. Heaven.
Peace. Purpose. Please review the upcoming topics for one that you might find appealing. Or is
there a topic that might interest a friend or neighbor? Please invite them to join you for an hour
at this conversation café where everyone’s thoughts are welcome!

Men's Walk is March 28-31
Women's Walk is April 4-7.

Silvis Campus Quilting Group
Do you like to quilt? You are welcome to join this
hard-working, dedicated group of quilters who
lovingly hand-stitch large quilts each week. They
meet each Wednesday from 9am to 11am at the
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall. Quilters include
Nancy Freebern, Alma Neels, Joyce Nevins,
and Phyllis Thorngren. If you have any questions,
please contact Joyce Nevins (309-792-2175).

The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian
spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a
three-day short course in Christianity. It is an
opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s
grace and love is revealed to you through
other believers.
If you’ve not attended a Walk to Emmaus,
please consider doing so. As part of Our One Goal for
2019, we hope to have at least 15 members or
potential members from Christ Church attend.
If you have questions about the Walk to Emmaus, contact
Pastors Roger or Joye or anyone who as attended.

Helpers are needed to clean up after our meal at Open Hearts
Café on Wednesday nights. Wiping tables, putting away salt and
pepper shakers, washing or drying dishes, whatever level of
involvement you can give, your service is needed. You can help
every Wednesday or once a month, whatever works for you!
Meals are served starting at 5:30pm at the East Moline Campus
Fellowship Hall. If you would like to be part of this dynamic
team that likes to have fun while cleaning up please contact
Theresa Sack at 309-236-9572 or sackachris@frontier.com.
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The location for Lifetree Café continues to be the coffee shop in the front of the Moline Public
Library, called the Java Lab Cafe. The address is 3210 41st St, Moline. Lifetree Café is held on
Monday evenings from 6:00pm- 7:00pm. We are enjoying the location at the Moline Library because it is off-campus and in
the community. We also have the option to order food and drinks. We continue to have complimentary coffee.
The upcoming topics are:

Jan 28

MID-YEAR SMALL GROUP PUSH!!!
Christ Church would love to start up some new
small groups soon but we are in need of
leaders. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to be trained as a small group leader. We
have two types of groups – one is for special
interests: merging a hobby with spiritual
growth; examples are chess, bluegrass music,
exercise, etc. The other is home groups that
meet for fellowship, prayer, study and service.
If you are interested, please contact Dean
Sutton at (309)236-0788 or Karyn Robertson
(309)755-2508. Training will be held soon!

Silvis Food Pantry News
Happy New Year! The Silvis Food Pantry has completed its first full year since
it opened in July of 2017. We are proud to announce that in 2018 we served 2,237
visitors and provided food for 7,605 individuals! The food pantry is making a
difference in the lives of people in our community. BUT, we feel like we could do a
better job meeting the needs of food insecure families by having evening hours.
So, we have changed our hours to better accommodate their needs!
Our new hours are as follows:
Mondays and Tuesdays - 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Wednesdays
- 4:00PM - 7:00PM
During the holiday season God opened many hearts that brought donations to the pantry. Just to mention a few,
we received turkeys, hams, and hamburger. Dianna Plaza made sure we had many PetSmart stuffed animals to give
away. From both churches we received a large contribution of scarves, hats and gloves. Local businesses and other
churches in Silvis brought large donations of non-perishable food. I could go on and on but will finish with this
story...a young man went to Target and bought $200 worth of new toys for our volunteers to give to families having
trouble making Christmas for their children.
In 2018, the Silvis Food Pantry received 45,811 pounds of donated food. To name a few of our regular donors:
Silvis Hy-Vee, Little Caesars in Rock Island, George O. Barr School, our church family, other Silvis churches. This
extra food helps the pantry provide better and more food for our food insecure families.
For the Super Bowl Food Drive, I would like to suggest a few food items that would help serve the Hispanic
community better: taco mix, enchilada sauce, green peppers, whole tomatoes, etc. If you donate soup, please
remember Chicken Noodle and Cream of Mushroom are the most popular! Thanks in advance for helping us exceed
our last year's goal for the Souper Bowl of Caring.
As you have read, God certainly did work through many people during the holiday season and all of 2018 at the
Silvis Campus. To me this is what it means to be Jesus' hands and feet...but we, also, need to have a heart like Him,
too, filled with love for everyone!

Jan 21

Feb 4

Feb 11

Feb 18

Feb 25

If you want to know more, please go to the website www.LifetreeCafe.com or like the “Lifetree Cafe – Quad Cities” Facebook
page for news and session topics. You can also contact Dean Sutton at dls61244@gmail.com or Deb Bomberry
at deb712@gmail.com.

MOVIE
NIGHT
IS
COMING!
Lifetree Café is sponsoring a movie night at the East Moline
Campus on Sunday evening, March 3rd at 6:30pm. All church
leaders are especially urged to attend as we will be watching
“When God Left The Building.” Director Thom Schultz set
out on a journey to uncover why churches-once the heart and soul
of their communities – are now shrinking in both size and
influence. Reviews say: “Incredible Documentary,”
(wearemoviegeeks.com); “Inspiring Wake-Up Call” (Brian
Sytsma); and “Powerful and Compelling” (Dove Foundation). Our
church is growing, but many are not. Let’s keep growing by being
forward thinkers! Come prepared to learn!

FAMILIES,
GET YOUR
GAME ON!

Sun. February 10th,
12:30pm-3:00pm
Join us for Game Day
(board games, not football) on Sunday afternoon,
February 10th at the Silvis Campus
Fellowship Hall. All families (and individuals) are
invited to enjoy pizza, popcorn and drinks from
12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. If you have a favorite game,
bring it along. Get to know kids, youth, adults and
seniors in our church family and have fun doing it!
See you there.
(Sponsored by Lifetree Café and Adult Discipleship)
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Merry Sunshine News

Prayer is Essential. Prayer is Power.

The month of December was busy with a capital “B.” We not only worked on winter
themed activities, but also got more comfortable with letters and their corresponding
sounds. Our older students are also getting proficient at blending 2 or 3 sounds and
figuring out the word – good for all of the students at Merry Sunshine! On “Magic
Mondays” Ms. Peggy is here to help reinforce the early literacy skills we work so hard
on and ensure our students are well prepared for kindergarten.
Our Reading Center has a winter theme in December, January and February. It looks
like an igloo, is lit up with white lights, has had a fun Christmas tree in it and also a few
snowmen. We love getting cozy in the bean bag chairs and sharing a great book. A fun
extension of our Reading Center in December was having the M/W/F girls work with
Ms. Jenny to create, write and illustrate their own story. Their main characters were
princesses. The boys were able to hear them read it to the class. The boys on M/W/F will be
doing a similar activity with Ms. Teresa in January. Super Heroes are always a main theme
with the boys, so it will be interesting to see what kind of a story they create.
The annual Christmas Program was held on December 19th and it was a huge success! The
children did a wonderful job portraying their parts – animals, wise men, shepherds and
angels. We were so proud of each student. Over 160 family members and friends attended to
support our classes. We shared treats afterward and Santa came for a visit with each child.
Thank you to Pastor Joye for narrating, Shaun for running sound, Steph and Deb for helping
on stage and Donna for playing the piano!
January brings a new Dramatic Play Center – a Post Office! We will learn more about
“community helpers” and practice lots of writing to send notes, cards, and letters to our
friends.
It will soon be February and we plan to visit some area nursing homes to share music and
love with others on our second field trip of this school year. We love to sing and it should be a
lot of fun! Thank you for your support of all we do at Merry Sunshine!

Prayer is the privilege to enter into the presence of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Prayer
is a relationship with the One who is wise, creative, and powerful. Prayer is listening. Prayer is peace….in mind,
heart, and soul. Prayer guides, leads, encourages, sustains.
When God listens to our prayers He is confidential and non-judgmental. He is the safest place to unload your
thoughts, your frustrations, your anger, your doubts, and your problems. Whatever you say to Him in prayer,
know that he will love you just the same and He will never stop listening. If you don’t believe me, just read the
book of Psalms. It is a book of prayers.
I’ve spent a lifetime trying to figure out how to pray more, pray better, pray more effectively. Though I don’t know
all the answers yet, I do know that the power of a Christian comes from prayer. Therefore I will not give up trying
to get closer to God through my prayer life. I challenge you to do the same in 2019.
Here are some opportunities in 2019 in which you could participate:










The
deadline for
the next
Christ
Church
Newsletter
(The Courier) is Friday,
February 15th. Please
submit all articles (in Word
format) by then. The
Newsletter will then be
mailed around March 1st.

Men’s Brotherhood
February 5th ~ 5:30pm
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall
This meal is open to all men in the area.
If you know of someone who would be
interested in coming, ask them! Tickets
are only $9 per person (available at the
door). Reservations are appreciated by
contacting Joyce Nevins
(309) 792-2175.


Have you misplaced or lost something?
It could be here! Our mailroom at the East
Moline Campus has a ‘lost and found’ box
that is starting to overflow. Several items
have been left behind including jewelry,
glasses, hats, gloves...even a cell phone and
an IPad! Please check it out in Room #10.

MONTHLY PRAYER MEETINGS at the Parsonage: Our first prayer meeting will be January 25th at
6:30pm at the parsonage. We will have a soup supper together and then share in testimony, praise, and
prayer time. If you would like to come, you are invited!!! Please RSVP to Joye (309-373-5199) by January
24th so she’ll know how much soup to put in the pot!
WAR ROOM: Sign up to pray in the chapel (our War Room) on Sunday morning. In the chapel is a schedule
to sign up and pray for one hour. Those in our church family who have participate have testimonies that
include the following: “The time went really fast. I couldn’t believe that an hour was over.” “I feel so close to
God in the chapel.” “This was really worth my time…praying for all those prayer requests. There is so many
who need our prayer support.” It’s okay to sign up just once. Invite someone to come with you. Pray with a
partner. If you would like some guidance and suggestions about how to pray in the chapel, I will
be thrilled to meet with you and discuss the possibilities.
MID-WEEK PRAYER: Each Wednesday evening in the prayer chapel, you are invited to join me for a time
of prayer. There are two prayer sessions scheduled: 6:30pm until 7:00pm and 7:00pm until 7:30pm. As you
come and go to Wednesday night ministries, I invite you to come to the chapel for a time of prayer. I will be
there to pray with individuals or with groups. Why 30 minute sessions? In the book of Revelation, John’s
testimony included that God had all of heaven to be silent for 30 minutes so that He could hear the prayers of
the people offered up to Him in heaven. Let’s remember to stop and pray mid-week.
PRAYING THE LORD’S PRAYER DAILY: Each day at the church (at 12:00 noon), those who are present
in the church building stop and pray the LORD’S PRAYER together. If visitors are in the building at this time,
they are invited to join us. They often do accept our invitation which is always a blessing. Wherever you
are….can you stop and pray the LORD’S PRAYER?
PERSONAL TIME WITH GOD DAILY: Upper Room devotionals are available at both campuses. There
are many online devotionals, phone apps and yearly books with prayers for each day. Pick one that works for
you, or more than one…..but PRAY! “I look up to the mountains---does my help come from there? My help
comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth!” Psalm 27:1 The One who made the heavens and the
earth invites you to have a relationship…. a conversation with Him whenever and wherever YOU are! Don’t
miss this privilege and opportunity in 2019.
PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD: The General Conference will be meeting February 23rd-26th, 2019 in
St. Louis, Missouri. The General Conference is encouraging us to pray daily for the upcoming conference and
the delegates that will be attending and voting on future direction for our denomination. For guidance in your
prayer time, you can google umcprays.org. On that website, you can sign up to have a daily prayer/devotion
sent to your email. If you have questions about this, I’ll be glad to discuss them with you.

I’m looking forward to praying with you and for you in 2019.
Your Prayer Partner,
Pastor Joye
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What are We Learning in Sunday School ?
Sunday School

Adventures in Literacy-Church Tutoring

There are five openings for new tutors for the winter/spring season. Our biggest
need is on Thursdays from 3:15-4:30 here at the church. Guaranteed you will be
blessed by this children’s ministry! Training available. Contact Karyn for more
information at krobertson@christchurcheastmoline.org

SuperStart
is the largest Pre-teen Christian
Conference for 4th through 6th
graders. It will be held Friday
night and Saturday, March 1st
and 2nd in Bloomington Il. We
will stay overnight on Friday and
will take the kids in the church
van.

Children, please join us each
Sunday for the Small Talk at
the 10:35am service.
Sunday
School follows with group time in
the Chapel and then downstairs
into the Education Wing. Please
follow Ms. Karyn and the teachers
out of the Sanctuary. Parents,
please sign your child’s first and
last name into the registration
books.
Preschool—Room #19
~Ms. Reine
(ages 3 and up-must be potty
trained)
K-1st Grade—Room #16
~ Ms. Jeanie, Ms. Connie,
Ms. Dawn
2nd-3rd Grade—Room #18 ~
Ms. Steph, Ms. Holly, Mr. Nathan
4th-5th-6th grade—Room #20
~ Ms. Karyn, Ms. Theresa

Parents/Grandparents: This is a great opportunity to grow your child’s faith
and experience the conference—consider being a chaperone. If you or your child is
interested contact Karyn for cost and details. Theme: CONQUERING
GARGANTOR—Overcoming Obstacles to Sharing Your Story. Check it out at
www.ciy.com/superstart.

Wacky Wednesday
Get crazy for Kids Night! Each
Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 pm.
All kids age Preschool through 5th
grade meet in God’s Playground.
We will travel to Wells School
Gym for BIG GAMES!!! Mission
Night every fourth Wednesday.

The Light Kids Conference
is produced by Harvest Ministries Team and will be held Saturday, March 9th,
9am-2pm. This is a one day event in Peoria, IL for all children ages 1 st through 4th
grade. This is at a new location this year!!! The purpose of the Light Kids
Conference is to get kids excited about their faith and their walk with Jesus.
Theme: Be Brave! Entertainment: Christian Magic Show by Richard Landry
and his bunny Snowball.
Parents/Grandparents: This is a great opportunity to encourage faith in your
child and experience this fun-filled conference! Contact Karyn for more info and
cost. Check it out at: http://harvestministryteams.com/events/category/
conferences/the-light-kids-conference/.

January

February

Self-control: Choosing to do what you
should do, even when you don’t want to.

Service: Lending a hand to help someone else.

Bottom Line: Doing what you should can keep you
safe. Think before you lose your temper. Choose
your words carefully. Know when to stop.

Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did
for us. Look for ways to serve others.
Use what you have to serve others.
Serve others without looking for applause.

Hey Parents….. Follow the Sunday school curriculum on the Parent Cue App-download it for free. The Parent Cue
App is designed to help every parent do something this week to help move their kids toward a deeper faith and a
better future. Check out the Drive time, Meal time, and Bed time. Listen to podcasts, read blogs, and much more!!!

Youth Group Info

Silvis Campus Youth Group
Current and new ministries the youth will
be pursuing in the new year:
Continuing assembly and distribution of the Blessing
Bags in our community.
Creating and distributing Prayer Blankets. These are
made from fleece material, prayed over and distributed to
any one in need. (see photo)
Souper Bowl of Caring: Collections are being accepted
through Sunday, February 3rd. Please consider
donating either cash or a nonperishable food item. Every
dollar and item donated will be given to the Christ UMC
food pantry. This is our 2019 Souper Bowl of Caring
charity of choice. Every donation is VERY much
appreciated. Please be mindful of the expiration dates on
the items. We cannot accept any items that are already
expired or are nearing their expiration date. THANK
YOU IN ADVANCE!!!
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