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I want to thank my beloved 
church family for the over 100 
birthday cards I received for my 
80th birthday.  Many of you sent 
along Facebook greetings as well.  
My family surprised me with a 
birthday sign in my yard.  I hope 
many of you drove by to see it!  
Thanks to Pastor Joye for the  
balloons at drive-in service and 
nice words.  Blessings and virtual 
hugs to all of you.  Pat Reuter 

THANK YOU to all who “chipped in” and 
supported our Birdies for Charity  
campaign!  The total pledged was 
$2,828.00 and we received a bonus check 
from the John Deere Classic in the 
amount of $141.40 for a total of 
$2,969.40!  This money will be used for 
CUMC missions.  Thank you John Deere 
Classic for the 5% bonus match!  This was 
truly amazing in a year with so many 
challenges and the tournament unable to 
be held! 
  
Outreach Committee 

Dear Church Family, 
Saying thank you just doesn’t convey our deep gratitude to everyone for their 
prayers, concerns and cards while Roger and I were in Omaha for Roger to get 
a stem cell transplant. A special thanks goes to Pastor Joye and those who 
came by our house to wish us well as we started this journey.   
 
Love,  
Mary and Roger Land 

Hooray!  We did it!  Another successful year for the Christmas Scarf Project.  Over 400 scarves, hats, mittens and gloves 
were collected.  Thanks to everyone who donated!  Because of your generosity, the members of the Good Sheep Sunday 
School class will be sporting colorful new scarves, four moms and their children who are current residents of Winnie’s 
Place domestic abuse shelter will have a brighter Christmas, and the Christian Care Center in Rock Island will have a  
supply of warm accessories to distribute to their homeless clients. In addition, we are giving hats, mittens, and scarves to 
four elementary schools: Eagle Ridge (Carbon Cliff), George O. Barr (Silvis), Ridgewood (East Moline), and Butterworth 
(Moline).  The items will be given out by the school counselor or nurse as needs arise.   
 
We have one more request.  Please pray that these items 
will be a blessing to those who receive them.  This  
project is an important way that our church shares the 
love of Jesus Christ.   
 
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.
(Matthew 25:40)    

 
Thanks again for your generosity! 
 
CARE Ministry 
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It is rare that a book is published that has a significant impact on society.  
Rarer still is a book that goes into multiple printings.  But the real rarity is a book 
that never seems to lose its popularity, regardless of the age of the book or the 
age of the reader.  A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens is one of those          
wonderful books.   

On December 19th, 1843, Charles Dickens’ book was published and began 
to change all of England.  People began to observe Christmas with a new         
popularity.  Goodwill to others became a natural observance of the season. Even 
the term “Merry Christmas” was made popular by this book.  By Christmas Day, 
Dickens had sold out of the 6,000 copies that were printed.  In the first year the 
book sold 15,000 copies.   

The book addresses several detriments of society—greed, selfishness,   
poverty, poor living conditions, and the plight of poor children.  Dickens was one 
who grew up knowing first hand what it was like to be poor.  His book was        
addressing what was in his heart. 

This Christmas season, we will be looking at Dickens’ 177-year old        
masterpiece as a springboard into talking about the significance of Christmas for 
the Christ follower.  Along with an online daily Bible Study/devotional, we will be 
doing a message series called “A Christmas ‘Parable: The Gospel According to 
Scrooge.”  In it, we will explore the magnitude of Jesus being born into this world 
and our response to that, the greatest moment in history. 

Jesus told stories that are called parables.  We will be turning the story of 
Scrooge into a parable as we blend it into the story of God coming into the world 
in the form of a baby.  As we go forward into the Christmas season, I want to    
encourage you to sit down and actually read the Dickens’ short book known 
throughout the world.  It will help you better understand where we will be going 
with the message series.  Perhaps we will be able to say like Scrooge, “I will honor 
Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.” 
  

May you be caught up by the miracle of the Christ Child this Christmas, 
 
Roger Perry  

 

East Moline Silvis 
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Sunday Worship  
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viewed three ways:  
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Christ United  
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East Moline, Illinois  
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www.christchurcheastmoline.org 

 

YouTube Channel 

Christ Church  

Quad Cities or 

Christ UMC of the QC 

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

  “A Christmas ‘Parable’:  
                The Gospel According to Scrooge”       DECEMBER 2020 
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 December News & Notes 

Drive Through Christmas 
 
Remember the familiar Christmas carol “Go Tell It on the Mountain”? 
The chorus challenges us to “Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill, 
and everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!” 
With our current circumstances of 2020 and the Advent/Christmas 
season fast approaching, I’ve been challenging myself to think of a  
creative and safe way to reach out to our community with the Good 
News of Christmas. 
 

Here’s an idea that I shared with Donna Hamrick, Charlie and Donna Fox, Karen Moore, Pat Reuter, and Theresa 
Severtsgaard, and now I’m sharing it with YOU!  
 
What if we took our church property at 3801 7th Street and turned it into a “drive through” Christmas display?  We 
could tell the story of Christmas through the windows showing displays that are created inside the different 
rooms/windows in our church that can be seen outside for those driving by. Scenes that would be included: angels 
proclaiming the good news, shepherds, the wisemen, and the stable with Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus. There 
would be windows that proclaim “Happy Birthday, Jesus”. Carloads of people could drive through our parking lot, 
tune their radio to 98.3 FM, and hear Christmas music and the story of Christmas being told.  Visitors will start in 
the north parking lot entrance, travel by the west side of our parking lot, and around to the window displays in the 
south windows (Good Sheep room, conference room, and chapel), and then turn north to our main church 
doors/windows by the sanctuary.  Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there to greet them behind the glass doors. Kiddos 
will see a phone number that they can call, and Santa will talk to them by phone as they sit in their cars.  After their 
“visit” with Santa, cars will drive out onto 7th street.   
 
So if you think this is an idea that you would like to see become a reality….this is what you can do to help: 
1)We will need to have individuals who would be willing to claim a window scene, or an outside section to do  
Christmas lights and decorating in and/or outside of the church.   2) We need folks who might have outside  
Christmas decorations that they could loan to the church for use for this 2020 Christmas Display.  Decorations can 
be of Biblical scenes/characters or they can be snowmen, or other secular decorations.  We can use lots of  
decorations all around the outside of our building, so families that are driving through would have lots of fun  
looking at our decorations.  If you know of people who might be willing to help us with this project, please let me 
know names and phone numbers to contact them. 
 
If you have anything to donate, please give me a call or send me a text (309-373-5199).  If you can help, please let 
me know.  Our first night for the event will be December 19th and will be on display through December 23rd. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our efforts that the true meaning of Christmas would be  
proclaimed.  
 
Praying with you, 
 
Pastor Joye 

Devotions and Photos of Nativities Needed 
 
Pastor Roger will be starting up an e-mail Bible Study soon and he needs your 
help. He would like to include devotionals from our church friends and family. 
Please take a moment to sit down and write a few thoughts. A couple of  
paragraphs will do. No need to be a great writer....Jesus will give you the words. 
 
We also need photos of your Nativity Scenes. Pastor Roger would like to "dress 
up" our emails with your Nativities. Any shape, size or color will do! Please send 
all devotions and photos to Pastor Roger at rperry@christchurcheastmoline.org. 
 
Thank you! 
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Merry Sunshine News 

 
The first half of November has been very exciting as we have  
introduced “pumpkin discovery.”  The students have been  
working on counting using seed books.  They have also been 
working on fine motor skills using tweezers.  Everyone has  
enjoyed learning new songs 
while we played in the leaves.   
 
God is good and we are glad 
he has given us some great  
weather.   This month we will 
focus on what we can be  
thankful for and how God has 
made us all special! 

I want to thank those that persevered in 2020 
Those that continued to pray for the virus to end 
Those that made it a point to connect to others 
Those that donated fabric for mask making 
Those that donated elastic for mask making 
Those that made masks 
Those that wore masks to protect others 
Those that kept in touch with the staff to see if we “were okay” 
Those that helped the Pastors make the Sunday services doable in the parking lot 
Those who learned how to park every other parking place in the north lot 
Those that volunteered in the food pantry to keep it open 
Those that learned how to connect by Zoom 
Those that helped keep our kids connected with goody bags several times this year 
Those that helped keep our seniors connected with goody bags 
Those that learned that the word “normal” is actually anything but 
Those that learned how far 6 feet apart actually is 
Those that could think outside of the box 
Those that accepted that hugs and handshakes just could not happen after February 
Those that supported Carbon Cliff Church as a new start up 
Those that kept up their financial giving 
Those that donated hand sanitizer, cleaning sprays, and sanitizing wipes when none could be found 
Those that put their heads together to re-open the church building to keep everyone safe 
Those that accepted that small groups of church family in large rooms was better than not meeting at all  
Those that learned a new way of keeping attendance at church gatherings 
Those that drove by the windows of the church when prayer and God seemed the most needed 
Those that learned that reading the Bible was maybe important after all 
 
Only God knows what 2021 will bring. However, I know I 
realized how important God, family and friends are in my 
life and how nice it is to appreciate the important things.  
Two thousand and twenty has been a journey of its own and 
we survived!  May God continue to bless each and every one 
of us as His children.  
 
Keep praying, keep washing those hands, keep wearing your 
mask, and keep your distance from others.
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 United Methodist Women-East Moline 
As a world,  we are  
celebrating Advent  
differently this year. We 
need to make this a  
celebration.  As United 
Methodist Women, we need 
the world to see that HOPE, 

FAITH, and LOVE are needed most this season. So, 
the Leadership Team is planning a Unit Meeting to do 
just this...CELEBRATE the HOPE that 2021 will be 
bring us a year of FAITH that we can show LOVE to 
all in our church, communities, Spoon River District, 
Illinois Great River District, the state, the nation and 
the world. We will do this on December 15, 2020 at 
1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall with the Installation of 
the 2021 Leadership Team and some welcomed  
entertainment by Rev. Roger Perry and members of 
the Dulcimer’s group.  We also hope to have some 
refreshments (coffee and cake). 
 
The last time we met as Leadership team and a Unit 
was in October. During that time, we had received a 
report from Cheryl Henry as to the number of Church 
World Service Kits that CUMW had collected—18 
School Kits and 26 Hygiene Kits.  There was to be a 
World Community day on November 6 where other 
churches were to bring their service kits but this had 
to be canceled. We will still accept donations of  
money to ship these kits. At our unit meeting we  
collected money for our mission box and that was  
given to Steph Rabe to use as she needed for her  
Parish Nurse program. Janet Lindstrom gave the  
program on “We Raise: Meeting God’s Call to  
Transform Communities” as A Call to Prayer and  
Self-Denial 2020. 
 
In November, we had to cancel our Circles and Unit 
meeting because of the rise in cases of the virus. We 
also canceled the Rotary and Stone Croft Morning 
Connection which will also be canceled for December. 
Circles were to have their annual Christmas Parties in 
December but this too was canceled. This makes me 
so heart broken that this virus has caused so much 
fellowship to be lost this year. There are ladies within 
our membership that this was their only fellowship 
during the month and we all looked forward to  
catching up on the news of our members be it births 
of grandbabies or who is in the hospital that needs 
our prayers or celebrations of life’s milestones.  
So, this December, we must count our blessings this 
year and look with hope to the coming of a new year. 
We have faced a lot this year but I have to believe that 
we will be stronger with prayer and thanksgiving to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. So, fill your houses with 
Christmas music and sing it loud all month long. Pray 
every day, all day long for the simple things in your 
life. Make this the Advent season that we put the babe 
in the manger in our hearts because Jesus means 
Emanuel With Us! 
 
Looking toward 2021...ladies since you are inside 
wanting something to keep the mind and spirits up 

please, if you can crochet or knit, make a square of 6 inch 
by 6 inches of any color for our UMW Unit meetings wor-
ship table as we celebrate the theme “Knitting Together for 
God’s Good Work”.  When you finish your square please 
put it in the mailroom marked for Pat Reuter.  Thank you 
in advance. We look forward to making scarves or lap 
blankets with your donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec 2 No Circle Christmas Parties 
Dec 15 Leadership meeting; 10:30am in Fellowship Hall 
Dec 15 Unit meeting; 1:00pm Installation of 2021  
        Leadership Team; entertainment by Rev Roger  
   Perry & Dulcimer Jam players 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 
Dec 25 Christmas 
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve 
Jan 1, 2021 New Year’s Day 

Janet Lindstrom presented 
the October Unit meeting 
program “We Raise:  
Meeting God’s Call to 
Transform Communities” 
A Call to Prayer and  
Self-Denial 2020 

Our “Kitchen Angels”  
Margaret Baumann and 
Diana Sutton. They have 
kept our kitchen open to 
serve Rotary and Morning 
Connection during these 
trying times. Thank you, 
Thank you! 

 
The deadline for the 
January issue of the 
church newsletter is 
Tuesday, December 
15th.  Please submit 

all articles to the 
church office (preferably by email) by then.  

The office email address is  
office@christchurcheastmoline.org. 

Thank you! 
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 News to Know 
God is good ALL the time. 
ALL the time God is good. 

 
Year-to-date Financial Report 

 
Through Sept 30, 2020 

Income   $511,468 
Expenses  503,258 

  Ahead  $ 8,210 
 

Thanks and blessings to ALL for your 
continued support. 

Family Life Center Capital Campaign  
  
Contributions to date for the building fund   $2,112,535 
 
Projected mortgage balance after the 12/10 payment will be 
$1,306,000  
 
Thank you for remembering the capital campaign in your 
year-end giving plans.  If you would like additional  
information or have questions regarding the campaign, 
please contact Dave Ramp 309-738-8385 or John Hess  
309-755-0401. 

Hallelujah  
Candle 

Light the Hallelujah  
Candle in honor of a loved 

one or event! 

 
To raise money for building  
improvements, the Building Team at 
Christ Church has started the  
Hallelujah Candle Project.   
 

Here’s how it works: 
 
Fill out a form and sign up for a Sunday.  On that 
Sunday, a candle is lit during worship and your 
honoree is mentioned.  Examples may be  
birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, births,  
graduations, or special events.  You can even pick 
which campus you would like to have your candle 
lit or you can choose all three!  The cost is $15 for 
one campus, $30 for two, or $50 for all.   
 
You can also select where you would like your 
dollars to be spent: FLC Mortgage, FLC  
Furnishings, East Moline Campus Landscaping, 
Silvis Campus Flooring, or Carbon Cliff Building. 
 
Forms are available at all three campuses on  
Sunday mornings or you can pick one up in the 
church office. 

 
 
 
 
 

ZOOM Sunday School is Happening! 
 

Our church buildings may be temporarily closed 
but Zoom Sunday School is still happening!  Want 
to join us?  Simply contact our ‘Zoom Leader’  
Jenny John.  She’ll get you hooked up!  Jenny can 
be reached by phone 847-370-7123 or e-mail to 
sundayzoomschool2020@gmail.com.  You can 
even invite new friends to be with you in your 
Zoom class if you want, even if they have never 
been able to come to church with you before!    
 
We miss you!   We know it’s difficult right now to 
meet in person, BUT we can still get together and 
see each other on our computers or chrome 
books!   So….how about joining us for a virtual 
Sunday school class???   
 
Jenny says, “Zoom Sunday school families, I’m so 
excited for our next meeting. We have some super 
fun crafts to make. Next meeting is December 
13th at 3:00pm and December 15th at 2:30.  

 

Watch your 
emails for  

information 
about our 
Christmas 

Eve Services! 


