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A special thank you goes out to  
Linda Aldrich for  

coordinating the foot clinic for many years 
at the East Moline Campus.  She is  

stepping down and Virginia Shelton has  
volunteered to be the  

coordinator.  Thank you,  
Linda, for your many years of  

volunteering and service and thank you, 
Virginia, for taking over!  

Thank you to Diana Sutton for creating 
a beautiful lunch for our GriefShare 
Event.  Also, to Steph Rabe for her 
great ideas, the beautiful table set in 
the parlor, and for everything she did 
to help me. I also want to thank  
Jana Kindred for her help with the  
advertising and the phone calls she 
took. 
 

So grateful, 
Linda Hutchinson 

Thank you from the Hispanic 
ministry team to all who  
contributed to the Hispanic Food 
Drive and made it such a great 
success. Because of your  
generosity, not only their tummies 
were fed, but their Spirits were fed 
as well!   
 

...muchas muchas gracias...  
 
 Dianna Plaza 

We want to thank our many CUMC friends for all their prayers.  Our amazing 
Lord sent his Holy Spirit to chase away all the cancer cells. Steve is recovering 
from his bladder cancer and I am doing well after my melanoma surgery which 
did not spread as all the doctors expected.  
 
Steph Rabe has been our extraordinary support person through these many 
trips to University Of Iowa Hospitals. The Lord blessed our church with many 
caring people.   
 
Thanks to each of you,   
 Steve & Debbie Schroder 

Thank you so much, Christ Church family, 
for your generosity supporting our  
Romania Made Right fundraiser!!  We 
hope you enjoyed the meal and the fellow-
ship. Thanks to your kindness, we are one 
step closer in our fundraising efforts!  
 

As God changes us, 
 

 Julie Keegan, Julie Gelaude, Jim Power  
 and Tricia Danley  

Thank you to all those who have sent 
prayers and gifts in memory of  my  
father, Harold ‘Douglas’ Bedinger.  I 
appreciate all you have done and all the 
prayers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Debbie Manrrique 

 Calm and Bright, a Silent Night   D E C E M B E R / J A N U A R Y   

 Every once in a while, there comes along a God moment that makes such an impact on the world 
that all we can do is stand in awe and wonder.  Such is the case of a carol that we sing every Christmas.   
 

This Christmas Eve marks the 200th anniversary of when it happened.  It actually happened on  
Christmas Eve in 1818, in a place called (appropriately) St. Nicholas Church, in Oberndorf, Austria.  It 
was then and there that a simple carol was sung for the first time—later to become one of the world’s 
best known songs.  The name of the carol is “Stille Nacht”, or as we know it in English “Silent Night.”  
Joseph Mohr, a young priest had come to Obendorf the year before.  With him came the lyrics that he 
had written a couple of years before.  Mohr brought the words to the local schoolmaster and organist—
Franz Xaver Gruber—asking him if he could compose a melody for the Christmas Eve service.  Gruber 
composed the melody to be played on guitar that night. 
 

That night, at the Midnight Mass in St. Nicholas Church, the congregation listened as the voices of the 
assistant priest, Joseph Mohr, and the choir director, Franz Xaver Gruber, rang through the church, 
accompanied by Mohr's guitar. On each of the six verses, the choir repeated the last two lines in  
four-part harmony.  
 

Gruber later told the story of what happened next.  Karl Mauracher, an organ builder and the one who 
serviced the church organ, noticed and loved the written melody and took the composition home with 
him to the Zillertal.  It began to be played for a wider audience and was picked up by two traveling 
Austrian folk singing families, the Rainers and the Strassers Sisters.  The Rainers began singing it as 
early as 1819 and that led to the carol being first published in 1833.  In 1839 the song was first to  
performed in the United States in New York City.  By 1840 the song had become very well known. 
 

In 1859, John Freeman Young, an Episcopal priest, translated the song from three of the original six 
verses and put it in his published work entitled, “Carols of Christmastide.”  Since then, the carol has 
been translated into some 140 languages. 
 

There is even a story about the Christmas Truce in 1914, during World War I, where the carol “Silent 
Night” played an important role.  The Christmas truce occurred during just the 5th month of a war that 
lasted for 51 months.  On the Western Front, near France, the trenches were so close that it was easy to 
hear the other side and to smell the food cooking.  But during the Christmas Eve of 1914, in some areas 
along the Front, men from each side began to venture out of the trenches and into the area between 
them and the enemy.  Meeting in the middle of the field, they began to exchange food and souvenirs. 
There are reports that it started with carol singing where “Silent Night/Stille Nacht” was sung in  
German and in English. There were joint burial ceremonies and prisoner swaps. Some of the soldiers 
played pick-up games of soccer with one another.  
 

Over the years, the original manuscript of the carol was lost.  Because of this, Mohr’s name had been 
forgotten as many assumed that the song was composed by a famous composer, like Haydn, Mozart of 
Beethoven.   But, in 1995, the manuscript was discovered in Mohr’s handwriting.  It stated that Mohr 
wrote that words in 1816 and that Gruber composed the music in 1818.  
 

Two hundred years ago this Christmas Eve, a carol was born that would win the 
hearts of millions of people.  I would venture to guess that no one could ever 
count the numerous ways that this song has been used by God to impact people’s 
lives and brought them closer to Christ--especially when sung each Christmas Eve 
throughout the world. We will, once again, sing this well-loved Christmas carol at 
 all five of our Christmas Eve services this year—and for many years to come. 
  
 Wishing you a Christmas that is Calm and Bright! 
  
  Roger Perry 

East Moline Silvis 

HERE’S 

WHAT’S 

COMING UP: 
  

December 2 
   Christmas      

   Praise Night 

  

December  8 
   Cookie Walk & 

   East Moline   

   Lighted Parade 

 

December  9 
   East Moline  

   Campus  

   Christmas  

   Program 

 

December  16 
   Silvis Campus 

   Christmas  

   Program 

  

December 24 
   Christmas Eve  

   Services 

From the pastor: 
Roger Perry 

CHRIST CHURCH  

EAST MOLINE CAMPUS 

SATURDAY WORSHIP  

5:00pm—Contemporary 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00am—Traditional 

9:15am—Traditional 

10:35am–Contemporary  

     & Sunday School 

 

SILVIS CAMPUS      

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

9:15am—Contemporary 

10:45am–Traditional  

9:15am—Kid’s Sunday 

    School 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8kIWY2_LeAhUtUt8KHYV2BUAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Freligious-merry-christmas-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0dngb-nk_ZbVtfi2ZqVMsj&ust=1543343228506047
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 Coming Events & News to Know 

     Christmas  
    Praise night 
  Sunday, December 2nd ~ 6pm 
 

Come Celebrate the Christmas Season with Music!  
On Sunday, December 2nd at 6pm, you are  
invited to attend a concert at Christ Church,  
East Moline Campus.  The music will be of  
many different styles and the songs will be of 
Christmas Joy!  There is no cost, but a free  
will donation will be taken for the Family Life  
Center.  There will also be refreshments and silent auction items to bid 
on!  Mark your calendars for this special event that you won’t want to 
miss!   

BOOKS GALORE UPDATE 
 

In November of 2017, the Children’s Ministry and the Food Pantry joined together to 
start Books Galore at the East Moline and Silvis Campuses.  The idea was simple, 
Food Panty clients pick out a free book for each child in their family.  We are happy 
to say that Books Galore has been very successful.  We have given away 2,875 books!  
Isn’t that amazing?  We have also signed up 112 children to receive Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library books.  These free books arrive in the mail every month until the 
child turns 5 years old.  Any family in Rock Island or Scott County can register the 
child to receive these books. 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who has donated new and gently used books.  We have 
received so many wonderful books and the children love getting them.  Also, Books 
Galore would not be successful without the dedicated volunteers who work at the 
Book Table.  Thank you. 
 

If you would like information about registering  for Imagination Library books, want 
to make a book donation, or are interested in learning more about volunteering, con-
tact Elaine Bridge at 309-912-9698. 
 

SILVIS CAMPUS UMW  
ANNUAL COOKIE 

WALK 
1301 2nd Avenue, Silvis 

Saturday, December 8th 
9am until sold out                                                                                         
(please-no purchases  

before this time) 
 

As in the past, these homemade treats (both cookies and  
chocolates) sell out fast!  Be sure to arrive early!  The 

price is only $7 per pound.  Crafts, made by members 
of Silvis Campus, will also be available for purchase.   

Free coffee will be served throughout the day. 

Memorial Tree 
 

Christmas is usually a joyful celebration, 
but it can be surprisingly sad when    
someone you love has died.  CARE       
Ministry is providing an opportunity for 
you to pay tribute to your loved one.  On 
Sundays December 2nd, 9th and 16th, a 
Christmas tree and a supply of Christmas  
ornaments will be available outside the 
Worship Center.  You are invited to choose 
an ornament, personalize it with the name 
of someone you wish to remember, and 
hang it on the Memorial Christmas 
Tree. As the ornaments remind us that 
our loved ones have a special place in our 
hearts forever, the Christmas message  
reassures us that “God is with us” as we 
grieve. 

 

Volunteers are needed to walk the parade 
passing out candy and flyers.  This is a 
great opportunity for families to participate 
and get in the Christmas spirit!  We will 
meet at the East Moline campus 
at 5:00pm and ride the church bus to the 
parade site.  We will return immediately 
after the parade ends.  Please contact    
Theresa Sack at 309-236-9572 to             
volunteer. 
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Blood  
pressures will 

be taken  
January 6 

and  
January 20. 
Please contact 
me if you need 

your blood 
pressure taken 

on any  
other day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CUMC’s Annual Blood Drive  
Saturday, February 2nd  

8 am to 11 am 
East Moline Campus  

Fellowship Hall    
 

Donating your blood takes about 30 

minutes of your time to help someone  

in need in the Quad Cities.  Walk-ins 

are welcome, but if you want a  

particular time please let the office or 

Steph Rabe know.  Thank you in  

advance for donating!  

Matter of  
Balance 

 
 
Diana Lovett and I 
had the pleasure of 
holding two Matter 
of Balance Classes in 
September and  
October.  With 28 

registered to attend and 22 completing the classes, this 
was a fun and entertaining group of participants.  Diana 
and I learned a lot!  The next Matter of Balance class is 
scheduled to be held at the East Moline Campus on  
Mondays beginning March 11 through April 29, 2019.  
This is an eight week course and the class size will be  
limited to 14 registered persons.  (We must have at least 
six persons to hold the class)  Please call either church  
office to register.  Registration assures that there are 
enough handouts and participant books for everyone.  The 
class is free.  Come join the fun! 

 

 
The 2019 forms will be available for pick 
up at the Silvis City Hall, 121 11th Street 
starting in mid-January.  For hours of  
operation, please contact them at         
309-792-9181.   
 
If you are interested in reserving a plot for 
yourself or to donate the items to the food  
pantry, please contact either Dan     
Thorngren (309-792-8677) or visit Silvis 
City Hall and leave your name and     
number on the sheet provided. 
 
Plots are 10x20 in size; cost to lease is $20 
per year.  There are three options       
available at the end of the growing season:  
You may “roll over” the cost of the lease to 
the following year; you may opt to donate 
that amount to the Christ United       
Methodist Church Food Pantry; or you 
may opt to have the money refunded to 
you.  These options, along with applicable 
rules, are listed in the 2019 contract   
available for pickup at the Silvis City Hall.   

Community Garden Update 

 

 
 

December 14th– 12:00 pm 
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall 

$9 per person 
 

There will not be a luncheon in January.   
Stay tuned for information about the February gathering! 
Please contact Jean or Norm Neely (309-792-1545) if you  

have any questions or concerns. 

tel:(309)%20236-9572
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Patience Circle – 12:30pm will meet at TCP Deere Run. 
A collection will be taken for a Life Center Quilt Triangle  
from Patience Circle and guests will be Rev. Joye Perry and 
Karyn Robertson.   
Faith Circle – 6:00pm will meet at Susan Mekus’ home,  
4220 8 ½ St. East Moline – Potluck – a gift exchange will 
be held – guest – Janet Lindstrom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec 5 Circles Christmas Parties 
Dec 11 Prepare food and set up for Morning Connection 
Dec 11 UMM - 6:00 pm - at Fellowship Hall 
Dec 12 Stonecroft Morning Connection - 9:15 am 
Dec 18 Leadership meeting - 10:00 am - Gathering Room 
Dec 18 Unit Luncheon – Noon 
    Program: Geneseo Kitchen Band 
Dec 19 Merry Sunshine Christmas Program - 9:00am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 2 Circles meet 
Jan 8 UMW – 6:00 pm 
Jan 15 Prepare and set up for Morning Connection 
Jan 16 Morning Connection 9:15 am 
Jan 18 & 19 IGRC Exc. Team Springfield 
Jan 22 Leadership meeting- 10:00 am Gathering Room 
Jan 22 Unit Luncheon- Noon 
   Program: Rev. Joye Perry 
Jan 25 CWU Annual Meeting - 9:30am - Butterworth  
   (Installation of Officers) 

 UMW News and Updates  

UMW East Moline Campus News 
In October, our unit luncheon 
enjoyed a program given by  
Ginger McKee from  
Cunningham Children’s Home. 
At that meeting, we passed our 
mission box and collected $131 
to give to Ginger.  As a unit, we 
added $19 in order to give a 
total of $150. This is part of 
our giving to missions 
throughout the year.  Our current CWU School kits total is 
at 41 school bags and $25 in donations for the purchase of 
more school bags. The final count will be in a later article. 
 
Again, we have been busy as our unit has had ladies going 
to a number of meetings and hosting one. Church Women 
United on October 30 held an Illinois NW Area Institute at 
Gaines Chapel with Pat Reuter and Margaret Baumann 
attending. On November 2, our church hosted the CWU 
World Community Day.  The title was Reaching for  
Wholeness – In Harmony with God’s People. Those taking 
part in the program were Rev. Joye Perry, Margaret  
Baumann, Pat Reuter, Janet Lindstrom, Merry Sunshine 
Preschool, Bobbi McCoy and Donna Hamrick. Our kitchen 
committee served a wonderful brunch to those that  
attended. Kit Evans-Ford gave a very informative program 
on Asgrow House, a new group she has started in  
Davenport to help abused women. A number of our group 
attended the Leadership training at the Fairview Center 
UMC near Monmouth.  Those attending from our church 
were Janet Lindstrom, Sue Nurse, Margaret Baumann, 
Bobbi McCoy, and Juanita Sharp. We also had Nancy 
Hatcher from Port Byron and June Nicholas from  
Hillsdale ride along. It was an enjoyable trip. The  
following weekend, November 10, we were off again to a 
Spiritual Retreat in Maquon, IL. We had an interesting 
program on “Finding the Joy in Serving”.  Those that  
attended were Sue Nurse, Margaret Baumann, Bobbi 
McCoy, Alice Haben and Janet Lindstrom. All of the ladies 
would love to share what they learned, so if you would like 
to know how interesting and fun these weekends are, talk 
to us, or, better yet, come and experience it with us! 
 
The Circles will be celebrating the Christmas season with 
luncheons on the first Wednesday of December.  Glory 
Circle – 9:00am will meet at the Windmill Restaurant, 
East Moline.  A collection will be taken for Food Pantry 
and guests will be Rev. Roger Perry and Shaun Easton. 

Silvis Campus 
December 13 and January 10 
Meetings begin at 8:30 am in the  

Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall with 
light refreshments for all to enjoy. 

A short business meeting is held, followed by a lesson 
time.  It’s a great time to meet new friends and enjoy 

established friendships.    

UMW Silvis Campus 
Silvis Campus Fellowship Hall 

December 6 and January 3  
12:00pm noon 

 

Business meeting, devotional and  
a lesson will follow the meal.     
Please call Janet Oltman at  

        (309) 755-3937 with any questions. 
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 Christmas Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

East Moline Campus 
 

5:00 pm - Family Focused Christmas Eve Worship.   Puppets will 
be helping us celebrate Jesus’ birthday. Christmas activity bags for 
each child to enjoy.  Video Christmas fun for kids before the service 
begins to keep little ones busy as they wait.  Traditional Christmas  
carols will be sung, the Christmas scriptures from Matthew and Luke 
will be read, and the good news of Jesus’ birth proclaimed.  The 
lighting of individual congregational Christmas candles and the  
singing of “Silent Night” will be the finale of this family Christmas 
celebration. 
 
7:30 pm -  The Common Threads Band will be leading our worship 
music for this Christmas Eve Worship.  As the Christmas scriptures 
are read and the Christmas carols are enjoyed, we will celebrate the 
coming of the LIGHT of the WORLD as we progressively  light  all 
the Christmas candles in the sanctuary.  The finale of the service will 
be singing “Silent Night” and the congregational candles will be    
individually lit. 
 
11:00 pm - The Traditional Candlelight service will feature the 
Chancel Choir’s special music, the Christmas candles will be        
symbolically lit as we experience the story of Christmas unfolding 
through the Christmas scriptures, carols sung, and the special music.  
Each individual will enjoy lighting their own candle while we sing 
“Silent Night” in unison. 
 

Silvis Campus 
 
TBD - Duane Braden will be our organist for the traditional     
Christmas Eve service, and we will be singing favorite Christmas   
carols chosen by the congregation.   Special music, the Scriptures 
read by lay readers, the lighting of the advent candles and the  
Christmas candles will make this a special night of celebration at the 
Silvis Campus.  
 

Carbon Cliff Community  Campus 
 
7:00 pm  -  Shaun Easton will be leading the Christmas Eve worship 
at Carbon Cliff.  Shaun is inviting all who come to COME EARLY and 
have homemade hot cocoa and  homemade chocolate chip    
cookies beginning at 6:30 pm.  Worship will begin at 7:00 pm.      
Invitations are already being distributed to the Carbon Cliff residents 
praying that they will feel welcomed and come to join with the      
hospitality team leading this event.   If you want to help with this 
outreach event by being present and willing to share the love of 
Christ ….come and join us!!! 

The Silvis Campus Christmas Program will 
be held on December 16 at the 10:45 am 

worship service.  Come and see the  
children help us tell the Christmas Story 

through the Poem “Twas the Night of 
Christmas”.  Kings, shepherds, and angels 
will be coming to see Jesus in the stable.    

 

 

 

 

 
The stage is set and is yours for the taking  

Saturday, December 1 ~ 6:00pm 
East Moline Campus Fellowship Hall 

(and the 1st Saturday of each month) at 
CUMC's Open Mic Night!   

 
Come sing your favorite songs, tell your  

favorite jokes, read your favorite poem, or 
kick back and take it all in!  The fun begins 

at 6:00pm and goes 'til 8:00pm.  For 
more information, call or text Josie 

at (309)235-3923.  No karaoke please.  

Christmas Scarf Project a Great Success!   
This was the seventh year for the Christmas 
Scarf Project, and over 700 items were 
donated.  We received hats, scarves, socks, 
mittens, and gloves of all colors and sizes.  
The donations were distributed to children 
in CUMC’s tutoring program, children   
participating in our Angel Tree project, and 
clients of both CUMC food pantries. 
Thanks to everyone who helped with the 
Christmas Scarf Project.   Because of your 
generosity, many people are having a 
warmer winter.   

 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me. (Matthew 25:40)   
 

Our sincere thanks,  
 CARE Ministry 

tel:(309)%20235-3923
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Our One Goal for 2019 Christ UMCQC Multi-site         

Live out the Great Commission  
through the Great Commandment. 

Based on two scriptures: Matthew 28:19-20 & Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV). 
 

Strategic areas for accomplishing our goal: 
WORSHIP—We seek to honor and experience God through a variety of worship services where people will 
grow in numbers and in spirituality. 
 A main focus for 2019 will be on restructuring our modern/contemporary worship services as they 
will be moving to the new Family Life Center.  Through study and training, we will restructure our modern/
contemporary services to be more effective at reaching people for Christ.  We will succeed in our Great  
Commission/Great Commandment goal with an increase in attendance and we will strive to see at 
least a 5% growth in attendance in the modern/contemporary services.  One emphasis will be to  
attract more young families by activities and a new modern worship emphasis.   
 

PRAYER—We will schedule effective monthly prayer meetings to keep us focused on God and His plan for 
Christ Church.  Along with the growth of worship attendance, we will seek to increase the number of members 
who take prayer seriously.  Success in the Great Commandment/Great Commission goal will be seen in the  
increase of members’ involvement in prayer meetings and in the prayer room during services at 
all campuses. 
 

SERVING—In order to enhance serving in ministries & missions, we plan to implement an awareness of  
working from the strength of our individual spiritual gifts.  Training in that area, as well as an intentional  
development of the First Impressions ministry will help us meet the needs of people in the QC area and around 
the world.  Achievement of the Great Commission/Great Commandment goal in this area will be seen in at least 
20% of the congregation will discover the spiritual gifts through taking a spiritual gifts  
inventory within the first part of the year.  Along with this, success will be seen with a rise in the number 
of people who begin serving in volunteer ministries. 
 

SHARING OUR FAITH—Follow the three-fold process of faith sharing:   
1) Build an authentic friendship with a nonbeliever or non-attender;  
2) Share your faith with them; and 
3) Invite them to a church event, service or to Lifetree Café.  
We seek to chart the success of our members who are willing to risk the three-fold process of faith sharing at 
least twice during the next year.  Achievement of the Great Commission/Great Commandment goal in this area 
will be seen in at least 20% of the members reporting their efforts in Faith Sharing. 
 

FELLOWSHIP—Offer many fellowship opportunities to celebrate our “belonging” to each other and to Christ.  
 

SPIRITUALLY GROW—Offer training in Bible Study; Spiritual Gifts; Evangelism; and Discipleship Growth 
in 2018 through the DEEPER with Christ discipleship development of Christ Church: 
D— Disciples studying the Bible: Seek a 10% increase in Bible study attendance this year.  The intent is 
   to provide informative and exciting Bible studies that help bring about growth and maturity in Christ.  
E—Emmaus  (Walk to Emmaus Weekend): A weekend where servant leaders can impact and grow their faith   
  through the recognized presence of God.  Achievement of the Great Commission/Great Commandment   
  goal in this area will be seen when at least 15 Christ Church members or potential members go on 
  a Walk to Emmaus Weekend in 2019. 
E—Empowerment—(Using your spiritual gifts for Ministry, Mission and Service) this is a resource that helps   
  Christ followers to recognize the spiritual gifts that they have been given. 
P—Prayer –School of Prayer: Periodic times of gathering to learn about prayer and to practice prayer. 
E—Evangelism—Becoming a Contagious Christian: This training is on how to share your faith with others. 
R—Revive your Passion—(This will be an event planned for 2020). 
 

To be more effective in Adult Discipleship, a new position will be established as the Director 
of Family Ministry and Discipleship.   
 

CELEBRATE CHRIST WITH US—By glorifying God in all we do, we become who God made us to be.  We 
see that giving enables us to be more effective at “Making Christ Famous in the Quad Cities and beyond.” 
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 Lifetree CaféLifetree Café  

Ask me how Cookies ………… SAVE LIVES!  by Richard Willard 
  

I have been involved with Kairos, a 4-Day Prison Ministry for several years.  The prison I serve is the Western Illinois  
Correctional Center (WICC) in Mt. Sterling, IL.  I was blessed to be the Lay Leader for the last weekend (November 8-11).  The 
prison allows us to bring in homemade cookies.  Please know Jan Lindstrom, Diana Sutton, Diane Ducey, & Margaret  
Baumann where my cookie elves.  They made 44 dozen cookies.  Praise God and thank you for your Agape Love.  A common 
comment of the residents is “I came for the cookies, but I left with a lot more!” 
 

These cookies are just one of many Agape Love moments in the Kairos weekend.  Our Sunday School children and their leaders 
also personalized placements for the prison residents, which were used at each meal on the weekend.  Prison residents are 
emotionally touched by the children’s love shown to them. Often, the placemats remind them of their own children.   
 

The line, “Ask me how Cookies ……. SAVE LIVES!” actually came from one of the prison residents this last weekend whose life 
was changed.  He told the Kairos Team that there should be a bumper sticker with the saying to promote the Kairos Prison 
Ministry. 
 

Like any ministry, Kairos cannot be carried out without the financial gifts of many.  Thank you to our own members of Christ 
Church who donated.  Without the Financial Agape Love shown, Kairos would not continue to save lives. Again, Thank You! 
 

Last & most importantly thank you for the Agape Love shown through the many prayers by Christ Church members for team 
member, Mark Thompson, and myself.   

Lifetree Café is a weekly, hour-long interactive experience that features real people’s real stories 
on film, guided conversation, biblical insights, and time to build relationships.  Lifetree Café  
tackles the topics that most people deal with – topics about the big and little stuff that shapes our 
lives.  Family. Friends.  Fears.  Busyness.  Balance.  Money.  Materialism.  Health.  Heaven.  
Peace.  Purpose.  Please review the upcoming topics for one that you might find appealing.  Or is 
there a topic that might interest a friend or neighbor?  Please invite them to join you for an hour 
at this conversation café where everyone’s thoughts are welcome!   
 
The location for Lifetree Café continues to be the coffee shop in the front of the Moline Public  
Library, called the Java Lab Cafe.  The address is 3210 41st St, Moline.  Lifetree Café is held on 

Monday evenings at 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Because of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, we will meet on Wednesday those 
weeks.  We are enjoying the location at the Moline Library because it’s off-campus and in the community.  We also have the 
option to order food and drinks.  We continue to have complimentary coffee.   
 

The upcoming topics are: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The topics for January are not available at the time of this publication of the Courier. A schedule for January will be available 
in late December.  Paper copies of the schedule will be available in the narthex at both campuses.  You can also find details in 
the bulletin and Midweek News.  
 

If you want to know more, please go to the website www.LifetreeCafe.com or like the “Lifetree Cafe - East Moline, Illinois” 
Facebook page for news and session topics.  You can also contact Dean Sutton at dls61244@gmail.com or Deb Bomberry 
at  deb712@gmail.com. 

Jan 2 

Dec 3 

Dec 17 

Dec 10 

Dec 26 

http://www.lifetreecafe.com/
mailto:dls61244@gmail.com
mailto:deb712@gmail.com
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Merry Sunshine News 
    In late October, we had very successful Halloween 
parties with many family members in attendance.  It was so 
great to have so many people supporting our littlest students 
and we love having families join us at Merry Sunshine!  
November brought lots of studies about fall and the changing 
colors of the leaves.  We studied many “fall” topics, but the 
study most enjoyed by the students was about colors and color 
mixing.  We read several books about mixing colors to make 
new colors, had a lot of fun in the Paint Center and with finger 
painting, too.  A mom came and was a guest reader in  
November – she read Turkey Trouble to the class!  Mr. Shaun 
and Pastor Joye both visited with music and stories.  Our Fall 
Family Fun Night was held November 8th.  We had just over 
80% of the students and their families join us from 5:30-7pm 
for crafts, games, food and fun.  A great time was had by all!  
November 20th brought our annual Festival of Trees trip for 
students and families.  This kicks off our season of lots of 
Christmas learning – trees, decorations, baby Jesus, preparing 
for our Christmas Program on December 19, sharing, caring, 
family and gifts.  The month will go very fast! 
 
 We continue to be thankful and blessed by Ms. Peggy and 
her early literacy groups on Monday mornings, as well as two 
wonderful teaching assistants in Ms. Jenny and Ms. Kellie!  
Registration for NEXT school year will be here before you 
know it (usually late February) so please come visit if you or a 
family you know wants to learn more about Merry Sunshine 
Pre-K! 

In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single youth 
group:  “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful 
of those without even a bowl of soup to eat.”  Since then, ordinary young people 
around this great nation have generated an extraordinary $100 million for soup 
kitchens, food pantries, and other charities in communities such as ours.  It has 
become a powerful movement that is transforming the time around Super Bowl 
weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.  In 2018, 
3,768 groups raised $8,126,685 in cash and nonperishable food items (nation-
wide) .  On Sunday, February 3, 2019, more than 140 million Americans 
will tune in to watch the Super Bowl football game.  There will be parties with 

abundant food, friendship and fellowship.  At the same time, there will be people worrying about staying warm, finding 
shelter and a warm meal.  Please join in by demonstrating God’s love through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a simple yet 
significant act of caring for others.   Starting Sunday, January 7, 2019 (and continuing until Sunday, February 3) 
please consider donating either cash or a nonperishable food item.  Every dollar and item donated will be given to the 
Christ UMC food pantry.  This is our 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring charity of choice.  Every donation is VERY much  
appreciated.  However, if you are donating items from your home, please be mindful of the expiration dates on the items.  
We cannot accept any items that are already expired or are nearing their expiration date.  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!!! 
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Continued from Page 4: 
 

1) 2019 will see the completion of the Family Life Center in May or June.  This will bring about many new 
and expanding ministries that are yet to be named.  Much of our energies will be in developing 
emerging ministries.  Achievement of the Great Commission/Great Commandment goal in this area 
will be seen in raising 2 million of the 3.4 million dollar goal by the end of 2019.  

 
2) Continue moving forward with the Carbon Cliff ministry plan of opening a community center and  
 exploring a possible new church start there. .  Achievement of the Great Commission/Great  
 Commandment goal  will be seen in starting a weekly worship service in the Carbon Cliff 

building as well as increase activities there as a community center.   
 

3) We will continue to seek new ways to be effective at sharing Christ with the Quad Cities area through 
small groups and new church start possibilities.  Two areas of development include the French/
English service and the Hispanic ministry—both are still in their infancy.  Achievement of the Great 
Commission/Great Commandment goal in this area will be to see these two ministries  

 developing into vibrant parts of the Christ Church Ministries in the Quad Cities with 
an increase in 50% in people involved. 

New Bible Study Starting in January! 
 

During our Confirmation Class trip to Kentucky last August, we were having a Bible study at  
the hotel.  During the study, Katherine Williams made a “BIG AHA!” moment for our group  
when she stated “So….the Bible is just not a book with a whole bunch of stories in it about  
God….it’s one big story!” Her statement was “music to my ears”!  All the weed pulling, yard  
work, car parking, and kitchen work that the group had accomplished to make the financial  
funds possible for the trip to Kentucky (to see the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter)   
had made a difference in the way she would ever look at the Bible….and as a pastor…that was  
awesome… those words of revelation coming out of a confirmation student’s mouth! 
 

Yes, the Bible is one BIG STORY!  And if you would like to study that ONE BIG STORY in the 
 upcoming year with me, you are invited along for a study of the Bible following the “ONE  
YEAR CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE” (in the New Living Translation, published by Tyndale House).     
 

Here’s the promotional advertisement for the Bible:  “A fascinating way to read through the Bible in one year---in 
only fifteen minutes per day!  Now you can gain a better understanding of the order of Biblical events and the  
historical context in which they unfolded.  The ONE YEAR CHRONOLOGICAL Bible arranges the entire Bible text
---books, chapters, even verses,---in the order the events actually happened.  In the ONE YEAR CHRONOLOGI-
CAL Bible, prophetic books are interwoven with the historical accounts they accompanied.  Psalms follow the 
events about which they were written.  Proverbs are placed in the time frame in which they were compiled.  The 
life of Christ is woven into one moving story.  And Paul’s letters to the young churches in the first century are  
integrated into the book of Acts.  

 365 daily readings to help you read the entire Bible Chronologically in one year. 

 Transition statements to help you understand why some scripture portions appear where they do. 

 Historical dates indicating when the events actually occurred. 

 A general timeline of major events to give you a clear overview of Israel’s history 
 

The plan for this study is to have each person attending purchase a chronological Bible.  On a weekly basis, we will 
meet to reflect on what we are reading and hopefully we will have some “BIG AHA!” moments together.  If there is 
enough interest, we will have a daytime group as well as an evening group.  
 

I’ll be glad to order a copy for you ($15) but I will need to know by December 10.  If you would like to order on 
your own, it is available through numerous websites including www.tyndale.com and Amazon.  Choose “The One 
Year Chronological Bible, NLT” published by Tyndale House.  Also available in large print and electronic versions. 
The Bible Study will start in January.  Once we have names, we’ll make arrangements for times and locations. 
 

One of our 2019 church goals is to have more Bible study opportunities and more members participating.  I look 
forward to accomplishing this goal with others willing to take this 365 day journey! 
 

Your Sis in Christ, 
 Pastor Joye 
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Adventures in Literacy Church Tutoring 

 

Tutoring Christmas Party will be held Tuesday, December 11  
from 3:00 pm-4:30 pm.  A very special visitor will arrive!!   

All tutoring will return on Tuesday, January 8.   

Sunday School 
 

 

Children,  please join us each 
Sunday for the Small Talk at 
the 10:35am service.  Sunday 
School follows with group time in 
the Chapel and then downstairs 
into the Education Wing. Please 
follow Ms. Karyn and the teachers 
out of the Sanctuary.  Parents, 
please sign your child’s first and 
last name into the registration 
books.     

 
Preschool—Room #19  
~Ms. Reine 
(ages 3 and up-must be potty 
trained) 
 

K-1st Grade—Room #16  
~ Ms. Jeanie, Ms. Connie,  
Ms. Dawn 
 

2nd-3rd Grade—Room #18 ~  
Ms. Steph, Ms. Holly, Mr. Nathan 
 

4th-5th-6th grade—Room #20 
~ Ms. Karyn, Ms. Theresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wacky Wednesday  
Christmas Party  

 
Wacky Wednesday Christmas 

Party will be held Wednesday, 
December 12.  Then we’ll be on 
holiday break.  We will return to 

our regular schedule on  
Wednesday, January 9.   

Enjoy the Christmas Season with 
family and friends!! 

 

The Little  
Drummer Boy 

Kids Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 9th ~ 10:35am 

 
 

The East Moline Campus Kids Christmas Program, The Little Drummer Boy, will be held Sunday,  
December 9th during the 10:35am service.  All children, ages preschool through 3rd grade are  
encouraged to participate in the manger scene.  Please bring your child to the Gathering Room 
(room #5) to choose a costume before the service begins.  They will sit with you until it is time to 
prepare for the manger scene near the end of the program.  Sunday  
School teachers will help the children line up.  Those in 4th, 5th,  
and 6th grade will be doing puppetry and scripture reading.  
Please invite your family friends to this exciting Christmas service.  
 

For more information, please contact Karyn at  
krobertson@christchurcheastmoline.org . 
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What are We Learning in Sunday School ? 
 
 

Samaritan’s Purse:  

Operation Christmas Child  

Shoebox Gift 
 

Thank you to all who donated the many 
items to fill a shoebox for the local children 
in our neighborhood.  The Sunday school 
children were able to box and fill 75     
shoeboxes to be given out as gifts through 
the Silvis and East Moline Food Pantries.  
A special thank you to Jean Anderson for 
crocheting over three dozen dolls to be  
given to all the little girls.  You have blessed 
many!!! 

December 
 

Compassion: Caring enough to do something  
about someone else’s need. 

 
Memory Verse:  

God so loved the world that he gave his one and  
only Son. Anyone who believes in him shall not die 

but have eternal life. John 3:16  

January 

 
Self-control: Choosing to do what you  

should do, even when you don’t want to. 
 

Memory Verse:  
God’s power has given us everything we  

need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a 

mailto:krobertson@christchurcheastmoline.org

