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Hey Christ Church! 
 I hope that today finds you well and hungry for the Word of God.  Each of us have 
a spiritual journey to take through life and a story to tell about it.  During this extremely 
unusual time in history, think about how you are doing during this time.  What is God 
working in your heart during this time?  What steps are you taking to become a better 
person and Christian? 

In the scripture verses that we are to cover today, we see Paul telling his story about 
how he became a Christian.  He talks about his life before Jesus came into his life.  Then 
he talks about how his encounter with Jesus happened.  Then he mentions what life has 
been like after accepting Christ into his life.  He is telling the story that began about twenty 
years ago in his life.  After this study today, a good thing to do is to put down in writing 
your story with Jesus using the same format that Paul used: Life before Christ, how you 
met Christ, and how life is different now that you have Christ in your life.  When you have 
that down, I am sure that God will call on you to share that story with others! 
  
      Stay Safe, Pray Always and Press On!  
    In Christ’s Greater Love,       

Roger 
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“STAY AT HOME” BIBLE STUDY ACTS—THE BEGINNINGS OF CHRISTIANITY 

 

Session Thirty-Nine             5/30/2020 
 

Acts 22:1-21 

 1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 
2 When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. 
Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in 
this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law 
of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I 
persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men 
and women and throwing them into prison, 5 as the high priest and all the 
Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their 
associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners 
to Jerusalem to be punished. 
6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from 
heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 
me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 
8 “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. 
“ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My 
companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him 
who was speaking to me. 
10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. 
“ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all 
that you have been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand 
into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the 
law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me 
and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I 
was able to see him. 
14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will 
and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will 
be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now 
what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, 
calling on his name.’ 
17 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into 
a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave 
Jerusalem immediately, because the people here will not accept your 
testimony about me.’ 
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19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these people know that I went from one synagogue to 
another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the 
blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval 
and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 
 

 
1) Paul’s coming back to Jerusalem caused a riot to develop among a large 
group of people.  Last week we learned that the Roman soldiers came onto 
the scene and took Paul into their custody.  Paul spoke to the commander 
saying, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. 
Please let me speak to the people.” 
40 After receiving the commander’s permission, Paul stood on the steps and 
motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in 
Aramaic:” Verses one through twenty-one are the words that he spoke to 
the hostile people who were there.  It was a true mob situation!  Why do 
you think Paul wanted to tell the crowd his story? 
 
2) From this address, we learn a lot about Paul’s background.  In verses 
three and four, Paul tells of his background.  Fill in the blanks: 
Verse 3:  He was a ______________________.  He was born in the city 
of __________ in Cilicia.  He was taught by ____________________.  
He was educated strictly according to the Jewish ancestral law.   
Verse 4:  He had a history of persecuting ______________________. 
Verse 5: He even obtained _________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________. 
 
3)  In verses 6 through 21, Paul talks about his conversion and what 
happened after.  Look at Acts 9:1-31 and compare the two passages.  
Knowing that there has been around twenty years between the happening 
and this retelling, what are the similarities and what are the differences in 
the two stories? 
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FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 
4)  Do you have a faith testimony to share with others? 
 
5)  After listening to Paul, compare his testimony to yours.  How is it similar 
and how is it different? 
 
6)  Have you had a personal encounter with Jesus Christ? 
 
7)  If not, are you ready to ask Jesus into your life?  If so, would you be 
willing to do what Paul did for Jesus?   
 
8) Here is a suggested prayer to help you give your life to Jesus Christ: 
 
Lord Jesus, I am a sinner.  Like Paul, I have gone the wrong way in my 
life.  I now know that you came into this world to save me from my sins.  
You saved me by taking my place on the cross and dying for me, so I 
accept you as my Savior.  I know that you rose from the tomb to prepare a 
place in heaven for me.  I want to thank You by living my life for You.  So, 
I accept you as my Lord being willing to follow Your lead through my life. 
All that I am or ever will be is now Yours.  In the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
9) Now consider praying that God will use you and your story to help others 
become Christ followers.  Also, pray for future direction for your life. 
 

 
 
 

 


