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To schedule pastoral counseling 
and/or prayer with one of our 
pastors, please call Rachel at 
661-431-6229. We are dedicated 
to praying for, and listening to, all 
your needs!
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The	world	we	live	in	is	much	like	the	world	has	always	been.	At	
$mes	 it	 can	 seem	 like	 our	 prayers	 are	 pointless.	 All	 kinds	 of	
problems	 seem	 to	persist	 year	a7er	year.	Perversity	 just	 seems	
to	 get	 darker	 and	 darker.	We	 can	 barely	 read	 a	 news	 headline	
and	not	begin	to	cringe.	 It	 is	 the	world	we	 live	 in.	 It	 is	also	the	
world	that	the	Old	Testament	prophet	Habakkuk	lived	in.	He	had	
ques$ons	 for	God.	God	 had	 answers	 for	 him.	What	 do	 you	 do	
when	God	doesn’t	answer	 the	way	you	want	Him	to?	The	only	
thing	worse	 than	God’s	perceived	silence	 is	when	God	answers	
and	it	is	not	what	we	wanted.	This	is	the	tension	in	trus$ng	God	
in	 the	 trials.	 Some$mes	 we	 want	 the	 trial	 to	 end.	 Some$mes	
God	 isn’t	 done	 using	 it.	 Some$mes	 we	 just	 flat	 out	 don’t	
understand.	 	What	do	 you	do	 in	 those	 circumstances?	 You	get	
stubborn!	You	say,	I	will	trust	God	even	when	I	don’t	understand!

Habakkuk 1:2-4 
How long, Lord, must I call for help,
    but you do not listen?

Or cry out to you, “Violence!”

    but you do not save?

3  Why do you make me look at injustice? 
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?

Destruction and violence are before me;

    there is strife, and conflict abounds.

4  Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
    and justice never prevails.

The wicked hem in the righteous,

    so that justice is perverted.


Coming after Nahum and before Zephaniah in the Old Testament, Habakkuk 
was a prophet just before the conquering and exiling of the Jews in 586B.C.
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Surrendered Hearts

1. Surrender your heart _______ God not 
______________ Him! (There is a subtle difference in 
these two words, but I hope you get it! When we try to get from God first, 
we are often surrendering toward Him, but not to Him. Surrendering to God 
gets it in the right order. Repent first and then take the blessings as 
opposed to taking the blessings with the goal of repenting at some point in 
the future.)    

2. Surrender what _________   __________ 
God should ____!  (If you could actually give God counsel 
then He is probably not God or at least not a very powerful God. What 
makes God great and what makes Him qualified to be God is that He 
doesn’t need our advice. That’s not to say that we can’t share our heart 
with God and tell Him what we think should happen. We simply surrender 
that thought as soon as we pray it!)    

3. Say to yourself, God is good __________ 
even when He doesn’t seem  _________! 
(This is where our faith is truly tested. Not all answers are the desired 
answers. This is where we trust that just as we can’t tell God what to do, 
we make the choice to not question His character in whatever He does.)   

Thank you so much for joining us today!
Please text the phone number below if you are new today!
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