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To schedule pastoral counseling 
and/or prayer with one of our 
pastors, please call Rachel at 
661-431-6229.  We are dedicated 
to praying for, and listening to, all 
your needs!

“Tested	Blessings”	
Genesis	12:10-20	
April	19,	2020	

What	an	extraordinary	?me	we	live	in!	Everyday	seems	to	bring	
another	 press	 conference,	 another	 set	 of	 guidelines,	 and	 new	
rules	 for	 public	 life.	 I	 have	 heard	 all	 of	 the	 reac;ons.	 Some	
people	 believe	 that	 we	 are	 one	 step	 away	 from	 concentra;on	
camps,	while	other	think	that	it	all	just	a	big	hoax.	Whatever	we	
may	think,	the	pandemic	of	2020	will	go	down	in	history	as	the	
year	we	all	put	a	comma	in	our	lives	as	we	waited	to	get	going	in	
life	again.	Our	economy	is	in	shambles.	Our	“villages"	are	empty.	
Our	 impa;ence	 is	 just	 as	 contagious	 as	 the	 virus.	All	 the	while	
we	may	miss	what	God	is	doing	during	this	;me.	Pandemics	are	
not	new	to	God.	He	has	weathered	a	few	of	them.	While	I	don’t	
know	 how	 this	 pandemic	 started,	 I	 do	 think	 that	 God	 uses	
pandemics	 to	 teach	 us	 things	 we	 may	 not	 otherwise	 learn.	
Trus;ng	God	in	the	trials.	That’s	the	key!

Genesis 12:10-19 - Now there was a famine in the land, and 
Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine 
was severe. As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, 
‘I know what a beautiful woman you are. When the Egyptians see you, 
they will say, “This is his wife.” Then they will kill me but let you live. 
Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and 
my life will be spared because of you. When Abram came to Egypt, the 
Egyptians saw that Sarai was a very beautiful woman. And when 
Pharaoh’s officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was 
taken into his palace. He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram 
acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants 
and maidservants, and camels. But the Lord inflicted serious diseases 
on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram’s wife Sarai. So 
Pharaoh summoned Abram, ‘What have you done to me?’ he said. 
‘Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? Why did you say, “She is 
my sister,” so I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. 
Take her and go!’
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Tested Blessings

1. Learn to see trials as  _______________ 
not  ______________. (For some of us, we endure trials 
like an ox, just trudging through the mud! For some of us we become the 
victim by constantly complaining and blaming. For every trial, however, 
there is an opportunity to become a student in God’s classroom of life!)    

2. God wants to  ___________________ us 
from our tendency to________________. 
(In our story today, Abraham concocted a plan but completely left God out 
of the planning. That is what it means to scheme. You make a plan, but 
you leave God, or whoever else you are afraid of, out of the plan so it can 
all be in your control. I get it, but it still lacks wisdom to include God who 
can see what we cant’t; the future!)    

3. Go from “God, ______ is this happening 
to me,” to “God,  _____ are you going to 
do it this time!” (What more needs to be said!)

Thank you so much for coming out to LifePoint today!
Please text the phone number below if you are new today!
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