
LifePoint Church | 661-431-6229 | www.lifepoint-bakersfield.com

To schedule pastoral counseling and/
or prayer with one of our pastors, 
please call Rachel at 661-431-6229.  
We are dedicated to praying for, and 
listening to, all your needs!  Please 
note that we are also available for 
“zoom” appointments as well!

“Overcoming	Your	Family”	
Genesis	45:2-11	
April	25,	2021	

In	MaAhew	10:37,	Jesus	said	something	that	has	been	puzzling	
people	for	centuries.	He	said,	“Anyone	who	loves	their	father	or	
mother	more	than	me	(or	family	culture)	is	not	worthy	of	me.”	
Jesus	knew	something	about	our	families	that	is	very	hard	for	
some	of	us	to	accept	and	very	easy	for	others.	Our	families,	even	
the	best	of	them,	no	maDer	how	hard	we	try,	sEll	suffer	from	the	
unhealthy	effects	of	sin.	The	early	messages	and	influences	that	
we	took	in	as	children	powerfully	influence	our	present	
behaviors	as	well	as	our	self-esteem.	Jesus	is	not	saying	do	not	
love	your	family.	Jesus	is	saying	to	let	His	influence	be	greater	
upon	you	than	theirs.	Let	His	definiEon	of	you	be	greater	than	
theirs.	Let	His	culture	guide	you	more	than	theirs.	OLen	and	only	
with	God’s	help	can	we	overcome	negaEve	influences	from	
family.
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Overcoming Your Family

1. Joseph ____________ and ___________ 
God to heal the effects of His family. (Family 
issues can leave you with much pain and confusion. It is important to deal 
with it. Joseph wept so loudly all of the palace could hear it. He and God 
dealt with his issues together and he was stronger for it.)

2. Joseph placed God _________________ 
than his _____________. (Our families have a 
powerful influence over us. That is why it is important to find the way 
where God has more power over us!)

3. Joseph __________________  His family 
because of God’s greater ____________! 
(Hatred and bitterness may be strong, but God is stronger. Let His 
influence guide your actions, and live emotionally healthy!!)  

4. Joseph __________________  his family, 
rather than _____________ them. (Coming to 
a place of forgiveness is actually easier than blessing. Physical blessing 
may not be the right thing in every case, especially if there is an abuser in 
the mix. One way to know that people no longer have power over you is 
when you can bless those who persecute you, even your family!!) 

Thank you so much for coming out to LifePoint today!
Let us know if there is any way that we can serve you!

Genesis 45:2-7, 11 - Joseph wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard 
him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were 
not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.  
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they 
had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into 
Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God 
sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in 
the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 11 I will 
provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. 
Otherwise… you will become destitute.”

http://www.lifepoint-bakersfield.com
http://lifepoint-bakersfield.com
http://www.lifepoint-bakersfield.com
http://lifepoint-bakersfield.com

