Luke 15:17-24: 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am
starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the
father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son
of mine was dead and is alive again…”
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There is a way that we can lead ourselves into our own internal
prison. It is the same path Adam and Eve took so long ago when
they failed to take responsibility a=er bi>ng into the forbidden
fruit. They passed the buck. They blamed others. They couldn’t
bring themselves to say the three most libera>ng words in the
English language, “I was wrong.” There is perhaps no greater
feeling of freedom and peace that comes from admiCng our
mistakes and failures instead of trying to conceal them or cover
them up. How the story may have been diﬀerent had Adam and
Eve looked at God and said, “I did it. We sinned. We were wrong.
Please forgive us. Please help us.” Whenever we try to conceal
or cover-up, we live in denial. The ﬁrst step to freedom and
victory is found in confession!
To schedule pastoral counseling and/
or prayer with one of our pastors,
please call Rachel at 661-431-6229.
We are dedicated to praying for, and
listening to, all your needs! Please
note that we are also available for
“zoom” appointments as well!
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Set Yourself Free
1. Most people realize what they have
become when people stop giving to them.
(Sometimes we can love people in such a way that we enable them to
never have to admit their wrongs or take responsibility for their actions. In
order for the Prodigal Son to be in a place to admit his failures, people had
to stop giving to him.)

2. Saying “I was wrong” can create a turning
point in your life. (The irony of confession is how liberating it
is. When we say that we were wrong, God goes from opposing our pride
to exalting our humility. I know of many people who said that the turning
point in their life came when they admitted a failure or a weakness.)

3. When somebody says, “I was wrong,”
welcome them and set aside revenge.
(When an apology is genuine and not for some anterior motive, then God
blesses the one who forgives as well as the one who confesses.)

4. Move on from the failure after the
confession. (When we make a mistake, shame sets in. We have
to move on from what God has forgiven, or else we stay stuck in shame.)

Thank you so much for coming out to LifePoint today!
Let us know if there is any way that we can serve you!
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