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To schedule pastoral counseling 
and/or prayer with one of our 
pastors, please call Rachel at 
661-431-6229.  We are dedicated 
to praying for, and listening to, all 
your needs!

“Faith	Equals	Focus”	
Ma1hew	14:20-33	
March	29,	2020	

What	is	the	lens	through	which	you	view	life?	What	is	the	filter	
through	which	we	judge	our	world?	For	some	of	us,	our	lens	is	
constant	fear.	They	are	the	pessimists	of	the	world.	For	others,	
the	 op=mists,	 they	 see	 opportunity.	 The	 Bible	 constantly	 uses	
the	metaphor	of	“looking”	to	remind	us	where	to	put	our	focus	
and	our	concentra=on.	 If	we	concentrate	on	fear,	 then	we	will	
be	 mo=vated	 in	 almost	 everything	 we	 do	 by	 that	 fear.	 If	 we	
concentrate	on	 faith,	 then	we	will	be	mo=vated	by	everything	
we	do	 in	 faith.	The	story	of	Peter	walking	on	water	paints	 the	
picture	so	obvious.	As	Peter	looks	at	Jesus,	he	could	walk	across	
the	Pacific	Ocean.	As	he	 looks	at	 the	storm	and	the	waves,	he	
begins	 to	 sink	 in	 fear.	 Thankfully,	 even	 if	 we	 fail	 at	 =mes	 at	
keeping	our	eyes	on	God,	he	pulls	us	out	before	we	sink!

Hebrews 12:2-3 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”  

Matthew 14:27-29 - Jesus says, “Take Courage!  It is I.  Don’t be 
afraid.” Now it gets good.  Peter wants to make sure nobody spiked 
the punch so he says, “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come 
to you on the water.’” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the 
boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
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Faith Equals Focus

1. Faith = Focus on _____________, not the 
______________. (Sometimes the best friend to have 
around you is the friend who is going to constantly remind you to see 
things through the eyes of faith. We will make mistakes, and we will fail. 
Having a friend who points you to God, however, will help you keep your 
focus on Christ.)    

2. Faith = focused _______________, not 
_______________. (Filling the air with many words does 
not convince God more of your plight! Remember, He knows what you 
need before you ask Him.)    

3. Faith = focus on _____________ in any 
____________, not _________________. 
(Jesus did not chastise Peter for attempting too much, but for trusting too 
little. Jesus was not mad at Peter for getting out of the boat.  It was Jesus 
who called Peter out of the boat! The lesson was that little faith still beats 
no faith, but Jesus never scolds us for dreaming big!)

4. Faith = focused ________________, not 
timid ________________ (At the end of the day, the 
lesson Jesus was teaching us is that He can be trusted. It is not that He 
doesn’t understand our doubts, but that He wants us not to stare at them, 
but to stare at Him!)

Thank you so much for coming out to LifePoint today!
Please text the phone number below if you are new today!
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